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In Order to a truly Serious and Religious 
LIFE, is laid open. 


' The Third Edition , carefully Corredted, 
and much Enlarged, 


By ANTHONY HORNECR, D.D. 


Pſal. x19. 59. I thought on my ways, and turned my feet 

unto thy Teſtimonies. k 
Lactant. Lib. 1, Inftit; Bene dicere 4d: pauces pertiner, 
. bene autem vivere ad omnes. 
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To HIS GRACE 


Coker, 


fLord Duke of Albemarle; 8&e. Lad 


Lieutenant of the Counties 'of Dewon,. and 
© Efex, Gentleman of His Majeſties Bed-Chams- 
_ ber, one of His Majelties moſt Honourable 
Privy Council, and Knight ot the Moſt _o 
ble Order of the Garter, &c. 


My LORD, 


OY it pleaſe Tor Grace, 

| Dare" not call this At | 
dreſs Preſumption, the. 
I nſual Complement 'men 

DE Jive to Perſons of Ho- 

nour in Dedications 1 
Books, but Duty, and 
"the Sean's Serwiee, ZT 
an pay Jon.” Tr the cauſe of God, ana'the 
uſe f Mens immortal Souls 1 amt defend | 
R A 2. - ang 


dic: TJheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 
* Ing mn this Treatiſe, a Subje&, which claims 
attention from all degrees ' of Men, and 
wherein the moſt puiſſant Prince is as much 
concern'd, as the. meaneſt Vaſſal. It is a 
uture eftate, and what becomes of men, 
when their Bodies do drop from them, and 
what they muſt do to inherit that eternal 
Glory, which a merciful God hath been 
pleas d to promiſe them, that I intend to 
ſpeak, to; and if” there be ſuch. a thing, as 
a retributzon after Death, and our Souls, 
when they leave their earthly Tabernacles, 
mmſt come to an after-reckoning, and ap- 
pear before the dreadful Tribunal of a juſt, 
and infinite Majeſty, certainly that Man is 
unjuſt to himſelf, and an enemy to his own 
preſervation, that dares neglec his pre- 
.paration for that great , and tremendous 
Audit, and prefers not meditition on that 
Taft account before all the ſenſual enjoyments 
off this World. 
My Lord, We are-fall'n into” an Aze, 
' wherein ſome few daring men ( indeed their 
. number is inconſiderable , compared with 
the more ſober part of Mankind,) have pre- 


ſumed 


The Epiſtle Dediary. ut 
ſumed to mock, at a puniſhment after Death, 


' and term'd that a Buobear, derivd from 


the Tales of Prieſts, and the melancholy of 
contemplative men , which the wiſer World 
heretofore was efraid to entertain, but with 
moſt ſerious refleftions. - When the ripeſt 
and moſt ſuba& judgments for almoſt Six 
thouſand years together, by the inſtin&t of 
Nature, and Conſcience , have beliey'd 4 
future Retribution, it s pretty to ſee a few 
raw Youths, who have drown'd their Rea- 


J ſon in Senſuality, and ſcarcely ever perns'd 


any Books, but Romances, and the laſcivi+ 


. 015 \Rhapſodies of Poets, aſſume to thent- 
* ſelves a power to controul the univerſal ſenſe, 


and conſent of Mankind; think themſelves 


wiſer, than all the grave Sages, that have 
lizyd before them ; and break, Feſts in their 
Riots and Debaucheries, upon that, which 
not only Chriſtians, but Jews, Mahometans, 


and Heathens, the ſubtileſt and moſt know- 


1 ang of them, have, ever ſince we hawe any 


Record or Hiſtory of their Actions, aud Bee 


1 lief, profeſs d, and embrac'd with all ima= 


1 ginable Rewerence. 


A 3 : Und, 
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And, Are not things come to a fine paſs, 
My Lord, when Chriſtianity, the cleareſt 
Revelation that was ever wouchſafed -.to 
men, hath been receivd, confirmd, and 
approvd of in the World abowe Sixteen 
bundred years, and the greateſt Philoſophers, 
in many of” thoſe Countries, where it hath 
taken Root, have not dared to doubt of the 
truth of it, the convincing power that. came 
along with it, proclaiming its Divinity. and * 
Majeſty ; that theſe bold Attentates ſhould 
now begin to arraign its Authority, and put | 
#5 upon proving the firſt Principles of it, * 
as if the World were retura'd to its former | 
Barbariſm, and we had once more to do with | 
Infidels, as if men had diveſted themſelves \ 
of Humanity, put on the n.:ture of Beaſts, | 
and were ſent into the World to underfland |} 


. 120 more, but thematter and motion of the 1 . 


Malmsbury Philoſophy. I 

T confeſs I have ſometimes blamed my 
ſelf for accuſing theſe Libertines of Atheiſm, 
when T hawe underſtood, what mortal Ene= |: 
mes they were to Lying, and Non-ſence;, | 
for bow ſhould not they believe a God, that . 
; C anno i] 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. V. 

 camnot ſpeak, a ſentence, but mu$t ſwear. by 
bim ; or the Truth of the Chriftian Religi- 
on, that put ſo remarkable an Emphaſis 
apon's Wounds, and Blood; _ or another 
World, that do ſo often imprecate Damma- 
tion tothemſelves ; or the being of a Dewil, 
who do not ſeldom wiſh, he may confound 
them ? Would not any man conclude, That 
Perſons who do ſo exclaim again$t every 
mi$taken, and miſplaced word, and are ſuch 
perfe&} Maſters of Sence, aud value then- 
ſelves ſo much upon” their Veracity, muSt 
needs believe the exiſtence of thoſe things, 
they make uſe of in their ingenious Oaths 
and Curſes, the Pompous Ornaments which 
Jy zn this Licentions Age ſet off the Glory, 
4 Wit, and Gallantry of ſuch accompliſh'd 
Pretenders ® But though we muſt not be 
fo unmannerly, as to accuſe theſe Wits of 
contradictions in their diſcourſes , yet any 
man that doth not lowe darkneſs better than 
light, may ſoon perceive how faulty 1his 
way theſe Scepticks are, there being no- 
thing. more common with them, than.to 
ſmile at the Notion of that God, by whonz 
= #43 they 


vi The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
they Swore but juſt before ; and to raille 
that day of Judgment, which they ſeenrd 
to acknowledge in their abſurd wiſhes and 
zmprecations. 

' Some have 1 known, who, in a. ſerious 


Fit have been pleas d to tell me, That if 


they could be ſure, there was another World, 
and a Retribution for Good and Evil, none 

ould exceed them in ſtricineſs of Conver- 
ſation, and exa&t piety of Life ; and I am 


fo charitable to believe , that theſe ſpeak 


the ſenſe of moſt of the reſt, and that the 
imaginary want of certainty in this dubi- 
ons Point, diverts them from wenturing 
on that innocence and purity, which was 
the glory of the Primitive Chriſtians. But 
may it not be requiſite to enquire, whethey 
theſe Doubters have ever taken the right 
way to be ſatisfied ® If one, that had ne- 
wer beard of ſuch a Gity as Exeter, ſhould 
be told, that a Friend of his lately decea- 
fed there, bad left him a Thouſand Pounds, 
and he ſhould reply, That if be were cer- 


tain there were ſuch a City, be would repair 


thither, aud yet would not enguire of thoſe 


that 


that are able to inform him; might it not 
be preſumed, that ſuch an one had no mind 
to be ſatisfied ® And I durſt appeal to the 
Conſciences of theſe men, that doubt of an 
after-retribution , whether they did ever 
ſincerely and impartially deſire or endeavour 
to be ſatisfied about it © Did they ever do, 
what ewery rational man ought to dojthat is 
willing to be aſcertained of the truth of a 
common report ® Did they ever put them- 
ſelves to half that trouble, to be convinced 
of the certainty of a future judgment, that 
they put themſelves to, when they would 
know, whether the Title of the Eſtate, they 
would buy, be good or no? Do not they 
drudge from Lawyer to Lawyer to adviſe 
about the Evidences that relate to it ® And 
by this we gheſs, that they arewilling to be 
ſatisfied. 

To ſcoff at a Notion of weight and mo- 
ment before examination, 3s a great ſign of 
indiſcretion and folly in thoſe that do it, 
whilſt the prudent man, that deſires to know 
the truth of it, enquires what ſolidity there 
is in it, whether any wiſe men were ever 


of 
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vii The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of that opinion; what reaſon they had to 
think fo, and what enticed, or moved them 
toembrace it ® He-is ſo far from exclaim- 
ing againſt it at the firſt hearing, or ar- 
raigning thoſe that receize it as too facile 
and credulous, that he'll conſult with men, 
whom he may rationally ſuppoſe to be at leaft 
as wiſe and learned as himfelf, and ſee what 
Arguments they can alledge for it, and whe- 
ther thoſe Arguments be ſatisfaSbory or no ; 
Nor would I i equire more pains or induſtry 
in the caſe in queſtion, than ſuch an appli. 
cation of prudence to be ſatisfied in the 
truth of « future ſtate; and he that would 
thus proceed, muſt be firangely ſtupid, if 
he be not convinced of the werity and rati- 
onality of it. 

But when T ſpeak. of enquiring into the 
iruth of the Notion before us, T do not mean 
4 ſlight or ſuperficial ſurvey of it , not a 

aſh of conception, which, like Lightning 
| ( touſe Plutarch's phraſe ) dies as ſoon as 
born, but a ſerions weighing and ponder 
ing the matter ; for it would ſeem a ſtrarige 
effec of. arrogance, and ſel/-conceitedneſs, 
| | 10 


1x The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
to undertake, at firſt ſight, to comprehend, 
and refute all the reaſons of a Point, where- 
in very wiſe men have employ d the con- 
templation and. ſtudy of many hours. In 
all diſputes, there are Topicks of greater or 
leſſer weight, and if ſome of theſe pregnant 
Wits find themſelves able to- refel ſome of 
the weakeſt Arguments , it s ill Lopick to 
infer, that therefore they can as eaſily az- 
ſwer the ſirongeſt and moſt ponderous - And 
yet this 35 the uſual method, whereby theſe 
wain men diſcipline themſelves into unbe- 
lief;; They are careful to pick ont ſuch ad- 
ditional Proofs, which men of Reaſon ſu- 
peradd to their weightieſt obſervations, - and 
theſe they take the boldneſs to cavil at whilſt 
they avoi:thoſe more material evidences, w® 
would ftagger their underſtandings,and write 
a Mene Mene Tekel Upharſin upsr their 
Luſts and Paſſions, which careleſs diſpoſtti- 
on 1 can aſcribe to nothing ſo much, as want 
of CONSIDERATION. Andin- 
deedit's lamentable to ſee men, endued with 
Reaſon, ſink ſo much beneath it, and live 
' #n the reverſe af - thoſe Principles , which 


the 


X The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
the Supreme Archite& of Heawen and Earth 
hath engraven on their Conſciences. K 
To reduce ſuch and other ſinful men to a \; 

ſerious Conft zderation of their Spiritual Con- 
cerns, is the chief deſign of this W ork, 
and all T ſhall requeſt of Your Grace, 3s, 

that you will be pleaſed to peruſe.it ſometimes 
at your hours of leiſure ; not that 1 pretend 
io have writ more or better on this SubjeG, 

than far more Learned Authors hawe done 
before me; but as th: Mighty Artaxerxes 
accepted of a Cup of Water from the hand 
of a Peaſant, ſo Your Grace will let the 
World ſee, how great a Maſter you are in 
the Ari of Condeſcention, by —— 


the poor Preſent of, 
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MY LORD, 
Your GRAcC ES 

Moſt faithful, and moſt obedient 
Servant, and Chaplain, 


Anthony Horneek, | 
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IPREF ACK 
F He great Foes of Religion, which have, 
; in all Ages, oppos'd its progreſs, and un- 
dermin'd its glory , are Hypocrifie and Pro» 
phaneneſs. Between theſe two Thieves, the 
Jewel hangs, as its great Maſter on the Crols, 
3 and they both revile it, the one under the cha- 
|} racterof a familiar Friend, the other under that- 
3 of an open Enemy : Which of theſe doth the 
greateſt harm, is ſomething difficult to deter» 
mine. Hypocriftte commonly .uſhers in Pro- 
phaneneſs, and, as a Lad thruſt in at a Window, 
opens the door to the greater Monſter ; for 
3 there 1s nothing more common, than for men, 
Y. who are not very diſcerning,; to contemn all 
S Piety, when they ſee the blackeſt crimes 
proſecuted under that filken Mantle, and men 
with the Temple of the Lord in their mouths, a- 
3 buſe both the Temple, and the Godthat dwells 
YZ init, People, whoſe underſtandings areweak, 
g obſerving men to carry Daggers under their Bi- 
bles, and to make uſe of the nobleſt means for 
the worſt and baſeſt ends are apt to think they 
may with authority laughatall that's Sacred,and 


' fancy they are excuſed from all deyotion, when 
they 


WW, 
they find the greateſt pretenders make it only a 
trick to cheat the World. Whether that pro-. 
phaneneſs, which kath too much of late in- 
croach*'d upon this Weſtern World, do not owe. 
Its original to ſuch Religious pretences of men, 


who, under the name of juſtice and ſanctity, have ; 


dared to do that which Heathens would have 
trembled at, I leave to wiſer men than my ſelf 
to judge. | 
Only I cannot but take notice of a ſtrange ef- 
fect, which our Sermons have accidentally, as the 
Sun doth Snakes and Serpents,when ſhining upon 
unclean Dunghils, produced in the lives of too 
many, of whom we might juſtly have expected 
better returns in Religion : for while we have 
beendiſcouraging them from Hypecriſie,they have 
run out into Debauchery; and while we have 
endeavour'd to clear our Church from ſuch as 
have but a form of Godlineſs,they have madeour 
attempt an opportunity to indulge themſelves 
in tneir Luſts, and thought that the way to ap- 
provethemſelves true Members of our Church, 
wasto drink; ſwear, and belewd, and to com- 
mit thoſe ſins openly, which the other may be 
did in ſecret; Excellent Sons of the Church ! 
that, Viper-like, tear up her bowels, and by 
a kind of gallantry, fetch'd from Hell, rail at 
their Mother more, than Shimei did at David. 
I may bebold to affirm, That thereis no Church 
this-day 1n all the Chriſtian World, that. in her 
Dodrine doth | either encourage real goodneſs 


More, or ſtrives more to keep the balance even, 
, that 


- 


are 3 norrepreſent to themſelves the wrong they 


n _— 


that God may have the things which are Gods, 
and man the things which are mans, than that we 
livein: Yet to our ſorrow we find, that while 
we havegiven People leaye tolaugh at Religious 


£ diffimulations,they havelaugh'd themſelvesinto 


Licentiouſneſs;and while they have taken liberty 
tocavilatatfalſc Religion, they haveatlaſtlearn'd 
to be averſe from all that looks like Holineſs. This 
hath made me ſome time admire what theſe men 
dowith their reaſon, and they that do not pre- 
ſently forſwear buying any more Pearls, becauſe 
ſome thereare, that ſell counterfeit ones for true, 
ſtrange! They ſhould to avoid ene extreme, run 
into anotker,and to ſhun deceptions in Religion, 
run as far from it, as the Devil can miſlead them : 
How ſoon might the folly of both extremes be 
diſcover'd,if menwere but willing to think more 
than they do! But while they go on in a road 
of a few outward duties, and conſider nor, 
how unworthy of that Church and Goſpel they 
live, whoſe Friends they profeſs themſelves to 
be, no marvel if they fright men away from our 
Ailemblies, and bring darkneſs upon all the 
Land of Goſher. 

The juſt indignation TI have taken at the in- 
juries our Church ſuffers from theſe ſcandalous 
men, hath been partly the occafion of this Trea- 
tile. Forl ſee mens Cures lie within their own 
breaſts, and that ſo many are ſick unto death, 
and ready to periſh, the reaſon is, becauſe they 
will not reflect, what unreaſonable men they 


do 


«i 


do to their Souls by a lively Conſideration, as 
will evidently appear in the enſuing diſcourſe, 

I confeſs, divers accompliſhments, which ren- 
der a Book acceptable to curious Palates, fuch 
as are Rhetorick, Elegancy of Stife, Fancy, 
Wit, and frequent Quotations of Authors, e*c. 
will be found wanting here; but, as I profels 
no skill that way, ſo my deſign was not ſo much 
to fill mens heads with Notions, as their hearts 


with Fire. 


It was to engage the ignorant and 


careleſs, to a ſubſtantial improvement of their 
reaſon 3 and if what I have ſaid, can prevail 
with thoſe that have lived like Beaſts, to reco- 
ver themſelves into Men again I both under- 
value the little Cenſures of ſupercilious men, 


and content my ſelf with that ſucceſs. 


We can- 


not all ſhine as Stars of the firſt Magnitude in 
[the wide Firmament of the Church : thoſe that 
.carinot, muſt give ſuch light as they are able 
to diſpenſe; 1 enyy not our Eagles in Divini- 
' (Fy, that they ſee far more than I, but thank 


God I ſee 19 much 3 


and while the greater 


: Sagesoffer Gold, and Myrrhe, and Frankincenſe, 
I am happy enough, If I may be allowed to 
- bring Goats Hair, and Badgers Skins, towards 
"the accompliſhment - of the Tabernacles A 
- critical eye may fſpic faults in this Free-will- 
offering, and I do not wonder at it; for my 
.duller fight, now I have done, diſcovers more 
thanl wiſh there were in't. But my diſcoutle is 
fitted tomy end. Doing good is my intent 5 if [ 
Tucceed nor, it's no more but what greater men 
{have failed of Farewell. 
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The Contents of the Chapters 
| contained in this Treatiſe. 
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CHAP. I. 


3 [* HE Nature of our Soils. The Eternal 
'l State they are deſign'd for. The means 
* |" God hath made uſe of, to fit Men for Everla- 
4 | fting Bliſs. All theſe Means ineffe@ual without 
| Conſideration: Ih 

| CHAP: IF 

Ponfider ation no tranſitory view of Spiritual 
Things, imports laying the heart and mind cloſe 
unto Spiritual Concerns ;, reſembles Magnifying 
Glaſſes, which diſcover things 1mperceptible by 
the naked Eye. The great Iugredients of it, 
Self- Examination, Expoſtulation; and ſirong 
| Reſolation. . 5 | 

q ? | CHAP. 111. 

I Fhe abſolute neceſſity of Conſideration, in order to 
*# 4 ſerious Life, God's frequent Commatitls t0 


that purpoſe. Our Reaſon and the power of 
BE - Cor 


The CONTENTS. 


Conſideration we are furniſhd, or endu'd with, * 


prov'd to be given ws for this end. Without it, 
Mem have cauſe to ſuſpe®, that their Reforma- 


tion is counterfeit. 


CHAP. IV; 


Of the various Impediments and Remor#'s of Con- 


federation. Men fancy greater difficulty int, 
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than there is indeed. Are continually employ d 1 | 


about ſenſual Qbjets. Loth to part with their | 


' ſins. Ignorant of the pleaſure of Conſideration. 
Refle@ upon the danger of loſing their unlawful 
gain, Fear they ſhall fall into Melancholy, or 3 


£0 difſtraFed with ſo much ſeriouſneſs. Are of 
opinion, that Converſion,. inthat ſenſe the Scrip- 


ture ſpeaks of it, is needleſs. Miſtake the na- 7 


ture of Conſideration. Are diſcouraged by evil ? 
company. Negle# conſulting with Miniſters } 
about this neceſſary work, Delude themſelves | 
with the Notion of Chriſt's dying for the ſins of | 


the World, 
C H A P. V, 


Of the various miſchiefs ariſing from neglef# of 5 | - 


Conſideration. The want of it prov'd to be the 


Cauſe of mot ſins, Some Initances are given 7} 


in Atheiſm, Unbelief, Swearing, Pride, Care- 
leſeneſs in God's Service, Luke-warmneſs, Co- | 


vetouſneſs, &c, 
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- = Of the various advantages of ſerious Conſiderati- 
” ons it's that which makes a man Maſter of all 
Chriſtian Duties ;, it helps a man to improve 
ſublunary Obje@s into Heavenly Contemplations. 
It's the greateſt ſupport under affliGions ; dis 


ſpoſes a man to be a worthy Receiver of the 
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bs j Lord's Snapper : Prepares him for an Angelical 
P 3 : gelica 
; - A life on Earth ; makes him — and diſcreet 
re iz Secular affairs and buſineſſes. 
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of 7 A pathetical Exhortation to Men, who ave yet 
, 3 fſirangers to « ſerious, religious life, to conſider 
wh their ways; the mn of their negle, how 
3 olargerousit is ; How inexcuſable they ar?, how 
_— inhumane to God, and their own Souls > How 
of i 7eaſonable God's requeſts are, and how juitly 
f NY Cod may turn that power of conſideration he 
3 hath giventhem, intoblindneſs and hardneſs of 
= bheart, ſince they make ſoill a uſe of it, Kc. 

f _ CHAP. VIIL 
- '2 Of Retirement and Prayer, the two great Helps to 
" = Conſideration. Retirement proved to be neceſſary 
3» = fo make Conſideration of our Spiritual ſtate more 
1 quick, and lively. Prayer calls in the aſſiſtance 
of God's Spirit, and renaers the work efje@ual. 


A Form of Prayer to be uſed upon this occaſion. 
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CONSIDERATION, 


Wn THE ; 
Nature, Uſefulneſs, and Neceſſity of it, 


in order to a Serious Life. 


— 


SU AT 


The Nature of our Souls. The Eternal State they 

are deſign'd for. The Means God hath mide 
uſe of, to fit Men'for Everlaſting Bliſs. All 
theſe Means ineffeFual without Conſideration. 


SH nelles. in this world, (a 
sS happineſs which Beaſts 
arrive to as well as we ) 


the great Souls we carry in our Breaſts, do evi-. 


dently demonſtrate. Theſe being capable of 


knowing God, of delighting in him, and con- _ 


verſing with him for ever, we may rationally 


ſuppoſe, 
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of Conſideration, I 
ſuppoſe, That thoſe, who ſuffer the Profits and 
Pleaſures of this preſent World, to engroſs their 
Afﬀections, go aſtray, and err from the great 
End of their Creation. "ol LE! 

While the Atheiſt Jaughsat the Immortality of 
his Soul, and the Protane ſells his better part to 
the Devil, the Religious, who will prove the 
only wiſe Man in the end, and who hath none 
of thoſe clouds and miſts, the other are troubled 


_ with, before his eyes, ſees clearly what a Trea- 


ſure the bountiful hand of Heaven hath beſtow'd 
on him,in ſhedding abroad ſo excellent,fo Ange- 
lical a being in his body,a ſox/ that can build her 
Neſt among the Stars of Heaven, walk through 
yonder Manſions, and taſte of the Rivers which 
make glad the City of God; a Soul which can 
wing her ſelf above the Clouds, and ſurvey the 
Crowns and Scepters laid up for thoſe that dare 
deſpiſe the World, and have their converſation 
in Heaven; a Soul which can live in Paradiſe, 
while the Body is in trouble, and rejoyce in 
him, whois All in All, while the fierce Winds 
are whiſtling about her ears. | | 

The vaſt reach of theſe Souls, we have, For 
they can comprehend whole Worlds, and dive 
into the cauſes, ends, and deſigns of things, 
and in a moment fly from oneend of the Earth 


| unto the other, their fitneſs to receive Divine 


Illumination, their ſtrong deſires after Immor- 
tality, their ſecret aQings without the help of 


# a Body, their hopes of Heaven, their fears of 
' . Hell, their capacity of ſeeing things to come, 


their 
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their ability to live above, their ſublime nature, 
their aQting like Angels, their reflex aQs, their 
immateriality , the addreſſes God makes ta 


them, the threatnings and promiſes of the Go- . j# 


ſpel, the Devil's buſie endeavours to undermine 
them, the preſages they have, the joy they feel, 
the torments of Conſcience,, they endure ſome- 
times, all proclaim, the certainty of an eternal 
ſtate or condition they are intended for. 

This eternal ſtate imprinted on our Natures, 
diſcover'd to the Gertiles, proclaimd by the 
| Son of God, preach'd by Angels, confirm'd by 
Apoſtles, reveal'd to Chriſtians, believ'd inthe 
World, asit relates either to Bliſs or Miſery, to 
Joy or Torment, to Honour or Diſhonour ; ſo 

aſt, in all probability , be the great obje& 
Which God defign'd Mens Souls ſhould be chiet- 
y employ'd about. 

| Foras there cannot be a thing of greatermo+ 
ment than Eternity 3 ſo he muſt be a Sot, or a 
Beaſt, that can imagine, that God, who ever 
intends the nobleſt Creatures for the nobleſt 
Ends, will give men leave to bufie' themſelves 
about picking of ſtraws, and pleaſing a few ſen- 
fual Luſts, when he hath given them Souls ca- 
pable, notonlyof labouring and ſecking after, 
but obtaining a Kingdom which fades not away; 
and when we ſweat, and toil, and labouy, ta 
make proviſion for twenty, thirty, forty years, 
what do wedo, but proclaim our obligation to 
be infinitely more concern'd, how to proviee 
| | ps » 


ow to enjoy the one, and ayoid the other, j 
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for that ſtate which muſt never have an end? 

And as it was the goodneſs.and wiſdom of 
God, to make us capable of an everlaſting du- 
. ration5 ſo we ſhould be injurious to both, if 
we did not ſuppoſe, that God hath order'd and 
appointed means, whereby. it's poſlible to fave - 
our ſelves from the wrath to come.. | 

He that takesa view of God's praceedings and 
dealings with Men, ever ſince the Creation of 
the World, cannot but ſtand amaz'd at the coſt, 
and labour, and pains, and means, and motives, 
and arguments, God hath us'd to make men ſen- 
ſible of their eyerlaſting intereſt, and to engage 
them to a ſerious preparation for that World 
they mult live for ever in. 

This ſerious preparation muſt neceſlarily be a 
holy, blameleſs, ſpotleſs life; for the means muſt 
ever be ſutable and agreeable to the nature of 
the end. And Heaven being a holy Place, per- 
fe&t Holinels reigning there, it's not to be ima- 
gin'd, how perte&ion of Holineſs can be enter'd 
upon, without a conſiderable progreſs in Holi- 
neſs here, no man reaching the higheſt ſtep of a 
Ladder without the lowermoſt; and one might 
as well flatter himſelf, that his Trade by ſuch a 
time will bring him jn Ten. thouſand pounds, 
when he is fo far from minding his Trade, that 
he contrives only how to run with others into 
excels of Riot. 

Who ever hoped for a crop of Corn without 
ſowing any? Or whoever expected Tulips 
ſhould grow in his Garden, without planting 
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ſuch Roots, as muſt produce them ? The inng- 
cence, which' is above, is to compleat what is 
begun here, and what purity there is in thoſe 
everlaſting Manſions, is to crown that Sanity, 
the Soul arrived to here, and the Light that 


ſhines there, is only to mingle with that which 
- did 11luminate the Soul in this lower World, ſo - 


that if there be no light in our Spirits here, 
there can be no Light mingle with it hereafter, 
for Gods Light, and his Heaven is qothing elſe 
but Light, and: as Light cannot mingle with 
Darkneſs, nor Fire with Snow : ſo Holineſs 
| hereafter can mingle with no Soul, but what 
comesattended with the light of Holineſs. 

And indeed to plant this holineſs in Men, the 
means' have been ſo various, 19 numerous, ſo 
potent before the Law, under the Law, and 
under the Goſpel, that one may juſtly admire, 
the whole World doth not ſtand candidate for 
Heayen, and all the Inhabitants of the Earth 
do not take the Kingdom of God by violence. 
* Before''the Law, the continual pleadings of 
the long-liv'd Patriarchs with ſinful men, to im- 
prove the light 'of Nature, that Primar of Di- 
winity, the many Viſions, Revelations, Dreams, 
- Signs,, Wonders, Voices from Heaven, the Mi- 
niſtery of Angels, God's Patience. Forbearance, 
Long-ſuffering, and fometirnes Exemplary Ju- 
. ſtice, the Examples of holy Men, God's love to 
thoſe that honour'd him, and the ſignal bleſſings 


he beſtow'd on thoſe that made him their highs - 


eſt and chiefeſt. good ; what were all theſe gy - 
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ſo many calls and entreaties, that men would 
by holineſs prepare for a futurehappineſs ? 

No ſooner did the World drop into Luxury, 
| and contempt of the Supreme Law-giver, .but 
God raiſed, and fent forth Preachers of Righ- 
teouſneſs to give them notice of his Will, and 
their Duty 3 and when all fleſh had corrupted 
its ways, Neah, and his Sons in all likelihood, be- 
came Preachers itinerant, who in thoſe hundred 
and twenty years, which God allotted the Re: 
bels for Repentance, travelled about the habi- 
table World, and forwarn'd every man, and bid 
them by Prayer, and ſerious turning to God, 
ſecure his favour here, and his more neceſlary 
Mercy hereafter. And fo after the Flood, when 
vice and folly had made men forget the ſtu- 
pendous Deluge, the Almighty had ſent on their 
Fathers, to cool their helliſh Luſts, Abraham is 
ſet up as a mark of God's Love and Bounty, and 
on him are conferr'd both the upper and nether 
ſprings of Mercy, that by his pions Example, 
the vicious Generation might be recalled from 
| their evil ways, and perſuaded into ſerious 
thoughts of another World, and ſo on till 
Moſes his time 3 in a word,in Abrahams Poſterity 
were ſuch wonders wrought,as were enough, had 
not men ſhut their eyes, to engage them to all 
that {triftneſs and circumſpedion, which Heaven 
and a better Life requires | . 

Under the Law, God was ſo far from being 
weary of uſing means, and taking pains with 
Men in order to this end, that he ſeem'd to have 
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reſery'd thoſe Ages for larger and fuller Demon- 


ſtrations of his Power and Munificence ; and if © 


the People of Lyſ/tra had any ground for their 
exclamation, the Jews had far greater reaſon to 
cry out, That God was come down to 
ARts 14.11. them in the likeneſs of men. For 
while other Countries were left in 
darkneſs, and, like Moles, ſuffer'd to wander 
in the ſhadow and valley of Death, they, as if 
they had been made of purer Clay, ſeem'd to 
bethe Darlings of Providence, and the Favou- 
ritesof Heayen. Heaven bowd to them, and 
under its proteQtion they went, as under a Ca- 
nopy of State, and might, with greater reaſon 
than the Sultan, have challeng'd that lofty Ti- 
tle, The ſhadow of God; and with that Perſtar 
Emperor, ſtiled themſelves, K7nſmer of the 
Sters. Their eyes ſaw Miracles almoſt every 
day 3 and with their daily Bread, they receiv'd 
daily Prodigies 3 Six hundred thouſand men ſaw 
the Red Sea divided. They ſaw how with the 
blaſt of God's Noſtrils, the Waters were gather- 
ed together, how the Floods ſtood upright as 
an heap, andthe Depths were congealed in the 
heart of the Sea, The Enemy faid, I'will pur- 
fue, I gill overtake, I will divide the Spoil; 
my Luſt ſhall be ſatisfied upon them, I will draw 
my Sword, my Hand ſhall deftroy them. But 
_ the Almighty blew with his Wind, the Sea co» | 
vered them, they ſank as Lead in rhe mighty 
Waters. - ; 
This the Hebrews ſaw, They faw it and re=2 | 
= bell'd, 
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' belf'd, and yet, which was the greater Miracle 
in the midſt of their Rebellion, God, like the 
Sun, when ſmiling through a Cloud, ſhew?d 
them a merciful Face; nor that he approv'd of 
their Impiety, but becauſe by theſe Beams he 
would warm their hearts into obedience. Their 
Bleſſings came down upon them, not in drops, 
but in ſhowers; and their Proſperity, like the 
Cinamon-Tree, was ſo fragrant, that ſtrangers 
might ſmell it a great way off, before they ſaw 
it, The Waters of Life were continually flow- 
ing into their boſomes ; and though God now 
and then frown'd upon them, (what Father 
would not ſometimes chide his Son? ) yet his 
Indignation, which, like Flints, ſent out Fire, 
upon their penitential Tears, ſtraightway re- 
turn'd to its former coldneſs. The Rocks pou- 
red them out Rivers of Oyl, they waſh'd their 
feet in Butter z and one might fay of 
their Land, as he * of the Ifle of * An Hlvia, 
Rhodes, They were bleſſed with a cons 
tinual Sunſhize, Their Prophets, what mighty, 
what powerful Men were they 2 Men that, like 
Lamps, conſum'd their own Oy1, to light their 
Auditors to Heaven; or like Silk-worms, ſpun 
out their own Bowels, to deck their Hearers 
with Garments of Righteouſneſss Where 
Wordscould not prevail, Tears were the means 
to ſupple and affect them; and, it 
ſeems, * There is not ſtronger Rheto- * Phils. 
rick, in the World than theſe; Here | 
one Prophet ſpoke like an Orater, there _ 
; tacr 
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| ther. like a Logiczarn. Here one endeavour'd | 
'by Eloqence to charm them, there another by | 


clear Reaſon to cozvince them. Here one threa- **: 


. Fer'd, there another promis'd. Here one wooved, {| 
there another thundred. Here one came with a } 
Scepter of Love, there another with a Trumpet of 7 
War, Here one call d to them from Mount 7 
Ebal, there another from Mount Gerizim. Here 
one adjured them by the bleſſings of the Backet | 
and the Store, there another by the Fruit of } 
their Bodies, and the Fruit of their Ground. 
Here one made them feel the Fiery Law, there 
another invited them by Wize and MzIk without 
Money, and without price. Here one ſhew'd 
them the Bread and Water of Afﬀti&ion, there 
another opened Rzvers in high Places, and Foun- 
tains in the midſt of Valleys. Here one offer?d 
his hand to ſave them, there another wade bare 
his arm of revenge. Here one offerd an Ark 
to thoſe that deſired mercy, there another rain'd 
down floods of Curſes to drown the obſtinate. 
: Here one repreſented God with his 
PAI. 18. 8. Sword dxawn, A ſmoke going up out 
| . . of his Noſtrils, and devouring fire oat 

. of his Month ; there another follow'd finners to 
the very gates of Hell, with offers of mercy in 
his hand 3 and while Vengeance was knocking 
at the door, and the Sword was at their hearts, 
call'd to them, Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? 
And what was all this, but to lay invincible ob- 
ligations on Men to Reform, and by Reforma- 


tion of their Lives, to arriyeat laſt at that Har 
| BE bour 
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bourof Bliſs and Immortality, which the great 


2 Preſerver of Men hath prepar'd for thoſe that 


2 fear him. 


eg 


Under the Goſpet, as if. beyond this there 


F were na other remedy to engage men to holi- 
3 neſs, the Son of God himſelf comes down from 


Heaven, and turns Preacher. A glorious ſcene! 


7 To ſee him who being in the form of God, 


thought it no robbery to be equal with God 3 
deſcend from his bed of State, and fink from 
the higheſt Magnificence into the form of a Ser- 
vant : What could the Angels think to ſee the 
Prince: of Life take his leave of the Beatifick 
Regions, to diſguiſe himfelf in Fleſh, and dwell 
with Duſt and Aſhes? What was ſaid, Gez. 18. 
21. of God figuratively, 1will go down now and 


ſee whether they have done according to all the 


evil that is come up to me, was now made good 
accarding to the Letter 3 and God who in times 
paſt, in divers manners, ſpake unto Fathers of 
old, at laſt ſpake by his Son. | | 

The men to whom his former Meſſages were 
ſent, having beaten fome of his Servants, and 
ſtoned, and murthered others, the Everlaſting 
Father thought, Sxre they will reverence my Sor. 
Indeed nothing leſs could be expected, then 


_ that the Beir of all things by his greatneſs, and 


Divinity ſhould ftrike them into the humbleſt 
poſtures of Repentance,eſpecially comiog laden 
with the Olive-teaves of Grace and Mercy, and 
pardon in his Mouth, Behold, the detire of 
all Nations comes, and He, that commands - 
the 


the Powers of Light and Darkneſs, appears in 
a Pulpit, He by whom the Worlds were made, 


leaves the brightneſs of his Father's Glory, to |: 


tell Men, what a Monſter Sin is, how odious, 
how loathſome in the eyes of God; how love- 


ly, how amiable, how beautiful the Ways of |} 


God are: confirms the Tayings of all the Pro- 
phets of old, aſſures Men,(and certainly he could 


not tell a lie ) that all thoſe Meſſengers of old- 


were in the right, when they profeſs'd, That 
Iniquity would be Mens ruine, and that at yon- 


der Gate no unclean thing ſhould enter, and ' 


that God mult be preferr'd before all the Riches, 
Honours, and Pleaſures of this Warld : a fa- 
vour for which we want expreſſion, and which 


we mult draw a vail over, as Timaztes the Pain-' 


ter did over the face of Tphigen;a's. Father, be- 
cauſe we cannot reach it with our colours; it's 
a Joye, which | 19-0 knowledg3z it ſurmounts 
the brighteſt underſtanding. It ſtands till on 
the Mount of God, and leaves us in the Vale 
gazing, and ſtaring upon it, as a thing, which 
Mortality can ſhew na reſemblance of; it ſtrikes 


dumb, it dazles the eyes, it ſuſpends our rea- . 


ſon, binds the faculties of an inquiſitive Soul, 
oo a all the channels of it with admiration. 

f a King ſhould ſend a Meſſenger with a pardon 
to a Malefaor that's ready to be turn'd off of 
the Ladder, there is no man, but a ſtranger to 
pity and compaſſion, but would ſpeak in com- 
mendation of the Royal. Mercy 3 but ſhould 
the King himſclf approach the place of Execu- 


tion, 
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tion, and abſolve him, it's like the unexpe&ed 
bounty would caſt the Malefaqor into a ſwoon. . 


” And then, when the great God of Heaven and 


nes 


"2 Earth made his favour exſtatica}, went out of 


F the common road of Mercy, ſtept beyond all 


4 precedents and examples, increas'd his kindneſs 
7 into -perfeCt Miracles, Miracles which the Ages 


before cannot parallel, and the Son of God 
made his way through all the Clouds of Heaven, 
to tell Men how God long'd for their ſociety 
and happineſs, we cannot ſuppoſe a poſlibility 
of greater condeſcention, And that which ſtill 
increaſes the Wonder, this Son of Godentreats, 
wooes, and beſeeches Men to bethink them- 
ſelves, and dreſs up their Souls for the next 
Worlds glory. He that might have come (as 
one day moſt certainly he will ) with flames of 
fire, and taken vengeance on the obſtinate, and 
terrified and ſtartled them into ſeriouſneſs, and 
might, without a Metaphor, as it is Pſal.45. 3, 
| cnn his Sword upon his thigh, and look'd 

ern on the Rebels, that would not have him 
Reign over them, and frown'd them into Hell. 
That this Son of God, this Sovereign Prince, 
whom all the Elements ſerve, at whoſe command 
the Waters drown, and the Fire burns, and the 
Earth ſwallows up, that he ſhould come, and 
draw near the City, and in ſtead of conſuming, 
weep over it, as if he meant to quench the fire 
of God's indignation againſt itz and inſtead of 
dooming it outright to eternal vengeance, wiſh, 
O that thou hadſt | 2Fg in this thy day, what be- 


longs 
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longs unto thy peace ! Call like a tender compaſſi- 
onate Father, How oftez would I have gather'd 
you, 4s a Hen doth gather her Chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not | That he ſhould bear *; 
affronts, and in the midſt of thoſe injuries, en- #3 


treat Men to be reconcil'd to him, and ſeek for 


a Pardon ! That he ſhould make nothing of be- 
- Ing ſlander'd, fo he might but win them to Re- 
pentance, be content to undergo Reproaches, 
ſo he might but allure them to God's Ways, ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be abuſed, ſo he might but unde- 
ceivethem in their ſtrong deluſions 3 bear with 
their ,peeyiſhnels and frowardneſs, ſo he might 
but. perſuade them to mind their eternal intereſt. 
That like his Apoſtle afterward , though free 
from all Men, he ſhould yet make himſelf a - 
Servant to all, that he might gain the more ; 
unto the Fews become as a Jew, that he might 
gain the fo z to them that are under the Law 
as under the Law, that he might gain them 
that are under the Law, to them that are 
withont Law, as withoutLaw, being hot with- 
out law to God, that he might gain them that 
are without Lay ; to the weak becoine as weak, 
that he might gajn the weak, and be made all 
things to all Men, that he might by all means 
ſave ſome; that he ſhould conjure Mankind by 
Tears, and Wounds, and his own Blood, by 
thoſe very Torments and Agonies he endured - 
for them, to have mercy on themſelves, to take 
a view of the burning Lake beneath, and run 
away, to look upon the Joys above, and be 
raviſyd 
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raviſh'd with the ſight! That he ſhould conrt 
them by the ſweeteſt invitations, and the 
kindelt calls; by the greateſt offers, and the 
ſofteſt promiſes; promiſes of afliftance, and of 
his holy Spirit , of peace and joy in the holy 
Ghoſt ; and ſeal his ſtrong delires and longings 
after their holineſs with his own death ; and af- 
ter his death, being riſen again, ſend Apoſtles, 
and whole Armies of Confeſlors and Martyrs, to 
eſtabliſh thoſe deſires, ordain a Fun&tion of Men, 
that might preach thoſe Defires in Mensears to 
the Worlds end ; this indeed 1s a condeſcenſion, 
which the great miniſtring Spirits in Heaven 
ſtand amaz'd at, and may juſtly be look'd upon 
to be one of thoſe things, the Argels deſire to pry 
znto. 

By ſuch aſtoniſhing means hath the great inm- 
mortal God endeayour'd to effect that Holineſs 


in men, that Seriouſneſs, that Piety, that Hea- 


venly-mindedneſs, which he hath appointed to 


betheonly way toendleſs bliſs. Glorious meats 


indeed ! But then they are no more but Pearls 
thrown before Swine, where Men confider tiot 
how far they are concern'd in the heavenly Call, 


and what can be the meaning of all theſe arts and 


ſtratagems of Divine compafhon , and what 
fhould make God thus follicitous and careful to - 
procure Man's happineſs, and how dreadful it 
mult be to. neglect ſo great a falyation, what 
God can defign by all this, and what the intent 
of theſe unuftipll endeavors muſt be, whether 
things are ſo, orno, and if they beſo, what mon- 
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- ſtrous ſtupidity it muſt be tolie ſtill, and ſleep 
under ſuch ſtrong and powerful invitations. T6 
lay all this labour, and induſtry, and indefa- 
tigable pains of God before their eyes, when 
they will not fix their contemplations on the Re- 
medies intended for their recovery; what is it, 
but. to make a learned Oration to a flock of 
Sheep, and with the popiſh St. Francis to ad+- 
drels our ſelves to Falcons, and Pheaſants, and 
other birds, or with him in Sz/{pitins Severws to 
Ipeak to Wolves, to talk to a blind Man of Col- 
burs, to diſcourſe Mathematicks to onein a Fe- 
yer, and to prepare Elixirs and Cordials for Men 
depriv'd of life and ſence? Without Confider- 
atron, we havelittle but ſhape and ſpeech left 
us,-to diſtinguiſh us from Beaſts; and God clear- 
ly lofes the virtue of his Exhortations and En- 
treaties, except Conſideration fets them home, 
digeſts and applies them to the Soul, and the 
inward thoughts, . Jike Sunbeams 1m a Burning- 
glaſs, unite and continue fo long upon theſe 
ſpiritual objetts,. till they ſer the heart on fire. 


of Conſideration, Is 
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CHAP. II. 


| Conſideration no tranſitory view of ſpiritual things, 
imports laying the heart and mind cloſe unto 
ſpiritual Concerns ;, reſembles magnifying Gla- 
ſſes, which diſcovers things imperceptible by 
the naked eye. Thegreat Ingredients of it,Self+ 
Bxamination, Expoſtulation, and ſtrong Res» 
ſolution. | 


OW Conſideration, Thinking , Ponder« 
1ng, Meditation, Contemplation do dif- 
ter, 15 not material to enquire. Conſideration 
includes all theſe, and is nothing, but exerciſing 
and improving that rational Faculty, the great 
Archite@ hath beſtowed on us, to the glory of 
God, and the felicity of our immortal Souls. 
The character St Bernard gives of it, may help 
to illuſtrate this deſcription: 1t diſtinguiſhes faith 
he, things conſus d, colleFeth ſuch as lie diſpers'd, 
ſearches and dives into ſuch as are conceal'd and 
hid, examines probabilities, reflets upon what is 
doue, reſolves what to do, and preſſes towards the 
mark, for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Chriſt Teſws. 
The School-men are in the right, when they 
call it, Employing the whole underſtanding about 
4 things, for indeed, a flaſh of Thinking is no 
more Conſideration, = a few wandring ſparks 
| 2 cal 
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can be ſaid to warm a ſpacious Room 2: As well 
may a man hope to ſet a Mill a going by fprink- 
ling ſome drops upon the wheels, as imagine 
that a few tranſient thoughts will reform the 
Soul:and as incold weather mendo not get them- 
ſelves a heat by a ſtep or two, but by ſuch exer- 
Ciſes as put the body into violent motion; ſo {3 
peither will a careleſs thought now and then, 
heat the heart within, but Conſideration, which 
puts the Soul into aſtrong and vigorous motion 
or agitation, 1s that which muſt kindle the holy | 
fire, and ſhed abroad life in all the faculties of Þ 
the inward Man. | | : 
| Not to mention here, that the word was ori- 
oinally us'd to expreſs the induſtry of Aſtron- 
- omers, who by diligent contemplation, and ob- 
ſervation of the Stars, their Motion, Poſition, 
ConjunCtion, Influences, ec. gave a judgment 
_ of the ſeveral. Phenomena, or appearances they 
met withall, from whence it was afterwards ap- 
plied to Men, whqyſgrioully ang attentively pon- 
: der thivgs of moment, whether 
=pEEY (wa Civil or Sacred ; The Scripture 
Hazg-1.5,9, Uſually expreſles it, by laying our 
hearts cloſe to our ways, as if it were 
with Conſideration, as 1t is with Mens liſteft- 
1g to a-confus'd noiſe, and laying their ears 
cloſe to a Wall, with defign to get a more di- 
ſtin&t knowledge of it. oy 
_ Andindeed, without Conſideration, Eternal 
Life, and our Duties, in order to it, apperno 
very great attraftives, Conſideration gy 
| tote 
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of Conſideration, I 
thoſe Notions, diſpels the Clouds and Miſts that ' 
dwell upon our Reaſon, wipes away the Duſt, 
diſcovers unknown Worlds, and makes even 
ſuch things as were vulgar and obvious before, 
look with a new face, they being found, upon 
Confideration, things of greater conſequence, 
of greater comfort, of greater neceſlity, x en, 
er virtue and efficacy , than before they were 
believed to be. So have I ſeen an old picture 
thrown by, and buried among rubbiſh, which 
afterwards being waſhed hath proved to be a 
coſtly Original done by a curious hand, and that 
which at firſt, while ſullied with dirt, and duſt 
was worth nothing, hath appeared to be of ex- 
traordinary value. Conſiderationis that Spunge, 
that waſhes the beautiful picture of grace - 
and glory, and now the curious lines appear,the 
lively ſtrokes of our great Maſters hand ateſeen, 
the ſweeter lineaments diſcover themſelves, and 
make the Soul enamaoured with the ſpectacle. 
Ir is much with Conſideration, as it is with 


 Microſcopesand Magnifying-Glaſſes 3 what con- 


temptible Creatures do ſome little Animals, and 
ſmaller ſorts of Plants appear,, while beheld 
with our naked eye, but view'd through Dj- 

ptrical Glaſſes, what curious Fabricks do we" 
by > How inconfiderable an Inſet is a gnat? 
How deſpicable a Creature 1s a Mite? Yet- he 
that through ſuch Glaſſes beholds in them all the 


 perfetions of the largeſt Animals, the Multi- 
. plicity of their parts, the yariety of their mo- 


tions, and how-curiouſly every limb is wrought, 
7 POS ANIL?” C 3 how 
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how Mathematically all their little Members are 
framed and ſet together, cannot bur, 
Giles, like the great Phyſician, wonder at 
| '_ the ſpettacle,and break forth into ad- 
miration of the immenſe Wiſdom of their Ma- 
ker. Who would believe there ſhould be plumes 
of feathers in the painted wings of a Butterfly 
Who would ſuſpect ſuch things, as needles, or 
ſharp tranſparent Pikes, in a nettle leafe, or 
think that any glittering drawn Swords and 
Daggers ſhould be found there, Who would 
take an Atom of Quickſilver to be a globular 
Looking-glaſs or the ſand, we ſtrow upon pa- 
per, to be like fragments of Cryſtal, or lumps 
of Allum, yet through ſuch Glaſſes, theſe ob- 
jeQs appear with a different ſhape from what 
they did before. 


Conſideration is that Glaſs, which repreſents 
ſpiritual obje&s in other colours, than before 

were obſerv'd and detefted in them. Sin, that 
Took d butwith afaint red before, through this 
G aſs appears all Scarlet and Crimſon, Gods 
LIW$, which before were hardly regarded ſo | 
"Mmbch as humane InjunCtions, through this Glas, #$ 
appear ſo beautiful, ſo rational, ſo wiſe, ſo won- 
derfal, fo fuited to an intelligent Nature, that 
A Man with David cannot hold, but muſt cry 
"out, O how I love thy Law, it is my meditation 
#1 the day. The New Jeraſaletz, which looKk'd 
but like «an ordinary Building before, when 
*yiew'd through this Glaſs, the Towers and _ 
> DS. waTrks$ 
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warks of itareſeen glittering afar off, the Pearls 
and precious Stones, it's pav'd withal, ſhine 
with more than ordinary luſtre 5 and that which 
Jook'd but dull and weak before, now dazles 
the SpeCtators eyes with its oriental brightnels, 
Till Conſideration came in, the Prodigal ſaw lit- 
tle. He heard men talk of the beauty of Gods 
ways. But alas! he ſawno ſuch thing. Tohim 


. they look'd as the ways of $70z rugged, uneven, 


and. unfrequented, and the fruits of the Spirit 
appear'd unpleaſant, and ill-ralſted, fitter for the 
rabble and ſcum of mankind,than men of a brisk 
and airy temper,but he no ſooner opensthe win- 
dow, and lets in theſe beams of Conſideration, 
but all thoſe fancies, as Witches, at the name 
of Jeſus, vaniſh, and he is wrapt into that high 
eſteem of the ways of God, that he prefers be- 
ing but a doorkeeper in the Houſe of God, be- 
fore the Office of Grand Vizier at the Court of 


Abaſhuergs. 


But this will further appear, if we enquire 
to the eſſential parts, or neceſſary ingredients 


.of theſe ſpiritual Opticks, Conſideration, asit 
1s the Sun that enlightens this Microcoſm, Man, 
and irradiates the benighted faculties of the Soul, 


ſo that it may have this virtue, there is required 


(and it cannot be Conſideration without it ) 


Self-Examination, Expoſtulation, and ſtrong Re- 
ſolution, | 
I. Self-Examination. That man, who exam» 


Ines not his ſpiritual eſtate or condition, whe- 
ther he 3s that ſinner that ſhall be everlaſtingly 


CS miſerable? 


FI 
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Eternity in the caſe? I am not afraid to look in- 


miſerable? whether the threatnings of the Goſpel 
concern him ? whether he finds thoſe qualifica- 
tions in himſelf, which the Son of God requires 
of all that ſhall be Heirs of glory ? whether he 
feels thoſe things in his Sou], which men that 
have a Title to the great Inheritance are ſen- 
ſible of? and . whether he walks in that ſtrait 
way, and ſtriyes to enter in at that narrow gate, 
the Holy Ghoſt doth ſpeak of ? | 

He that with Ga/jio cares for none of theſe 
things, is ſo far from conſidering, that he doth 
not believe the immortality of his Sou], or an- 
other World. For were his heart ſeaſon'd with 
a ſound belief of that future ſtate, he could 
not but enter into his Cloſet, and refleft. In 


this Bible, in this Book, which I do beleive 


contains the Oracles of God, and his perempto- 
ry Will, concerning the ſalvation of men, I 
find ſtubborn, careleſs, unconverted finners 


 adjudg'd toeternal torments ; I find God pro- 


teſt, he will know none in the laſt day, ſo as 


to ſhew them favour, but ſuch as dare deny 


themſelves for Heaven, and heartily endeavour 
to do the Will of their Father, which is in Hea- 
ven; I find God ſwear, that men who prefer 
their Farms, and Oxen, and ſecular Concerns, 
before his InjunCtions and Commands, ſhall ne- 
yer taſte of the great Supper of the Lamb. 
Am I one of theſe ſtubborn, unconverted, 
eareleſs men, or no? Why ſhould I be afraid to 
ask ſuch a queſtion, when there is no leſs than 


to 


af 
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to: my account Book to know, what my 


Debts are, and what is owing to me; whe- 
' ther I am behind or before-hand in the 


* World, whether I thrive or decay, whe- 


ther I get or looſe, and ſhall I be afraid 
to know, whether I am a Wiſe Man or a Foo], 
a Friend, or an Enemy of God, a Favourite or 
a Reprobate? whether the portion of Lazaraz, 
or the lotof Dives will fall to my ſhare? Lord, 
when I hear, and read, that men, who are 
ſtrangers to Righteouſneſs and Holineſs ſhall be 
tormented with Fire, which 1s not quenched, 
Is it not worth, is it not juſt, 1s it not reaſona- 
ble, I ſhould ask, whether I am not that man 2? 
If TI am none of this number, What 

means the bleating of Sheep, and the 1Sam-15.14, 
lowing of Oxen in mine ears * What | 
means my earthly mindedneſs 2 What means my * 
living in wilful contempt of ſo many com- 
mands of the Son of God? I take no pains 
to be ſav'd; ſome little formalities and com- 
plements of Religion ſerve my turn, and ſa- 
tisfie my Conſcience. I can put off the great 
God of Heaven with the Worlds leavings, 
and thtow him a dull heartleſs prayer at night, 
when I have been wallowing in- Sin all day: 
F am for no devotion that's either. expenſive 
\ or troubleſome to fleſh and blood, and ſuch 
ejaculations as do not-moleſt.me in my plea- 
ſires, and as my fleſh can eaſily ſpare , with- 
out any detriment in its fatisfation, I am wils 
ling to lay upon God's Altar. I feel little or 
_ 7 no 
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no ſorrow for Sin, no remorſe; no compunGti- 
ons, when I offend a gracious God, A tem- fl. 
poral advantage affedts and revives me more,  - 
than all the joys of Heaven. I live more by 
Senfe, than by Faith : My ſeofitiye appetite: 1s 7 
the ruling faculty in my inward man, and: my i 
Will is left unguided,and ungarded to the rapes | 
fenfual violence; I let the Hedg he open, and | 
the wild Boar out of the Wood may come in, | 


and: the wild Beaſts of the Field, I mean, my if - 


- 'Lufts may do with me what they pleaſe. I take 
nocare to rule or maſter them. My Luſts like 
4ll-bred Children, muſt have all the Toys they | 
cry for, and if at any time, I do not fatisfie | 
them, it 1s becauſe I cannot, or;dare not, and 
4t is not love to Self-denial, but force or Shame, 
or carnal Intereſt makes me croſs their eagerneſs, 
and importunity.. It Ido ſometimes reſolve, to 
Jeave either my grofſer Vices, or my more fe- 
*eret: Iniquities,' the next company or divertiſe- | 
"ment takes me off again; and I make no more 
'6f breaking my ſolemn promiſes of better obe- 
MHience, than if God werea meer {tock or ſtone, 
that takes no notice of affronts and injuries. | 
. cSelf-denial I am fo great a ſtranger to, that I 
know not what it means. The graces and fruits 
of God's Spirit, Love, Joy, Peace, Goodneſs, 
Faith, Temperance, Meekneſs, Patience, Long- 
Taffering, havelo little of my. defires and afte- 
Qions; that 1 think it but time and labour loſt F « 
to bethink'my_ ſelf how to be Maſter of any of |} - 
them. '* Why ſhould 1 flatter and Erpeve. my F 

1 ets | 
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ſelf? Why ſhould I footh my ſelf into kind 
thoughts of my condition, that is ſo apparent- 

2 ly dangerous ? Thus it is with me; why ſhould 
J 3 I deny it? Why ſhould þ call light darkneſs, 
BF and darkneſs light + put bitter for ſweet, and 
/ & ſweet for bitter? Whom do I cheat all this 
while, is it not my own Soul? and what ſhall 1 

ain by it in theend? ShallI think my felf ſuf- 
deny holy, when I am {fo little acquainted 

S with the firſt rudiments of Holineſs? Shall I 
think my ſelf a Child of God, when that which 

T do is fitter for a Child of the Devil, than a 
Favourite of Heaven? Repentance, or turning 

to God, which the Holy Ghoſt doth fo eften, 
'and with that vehemence, and earneſtneſs incul- 
cate, 'implies ar-univerfal change of my diſpo- 
ſition and inclinations. And where is that alte- 
ration, that renovation of the Mind, Will, and 
AﬀeGions 2 My Aﬀections are carried our after 
froth and ſmoke as much as ever. ' My Love is 

ſet on rrifſes, and is regardleſs of the highelt 

. and chiefeſt good, as much as ever. I hare fe- 
riouſneſs, and delight in childiſh 'impertinent 
Gayeties as much as ever. The promiſes of the 
Goſpel are as inconſiderable in my eyes, and 

the riches of this World as glorious and raviſh- 
10g as eyerz and1 can diſpenſe with the want 

of ſpiritual conſolations, while'I have but my 

EZ ſharein theſe outward comforts. I think it fut- 
© * ficient, that I am Baptized and waſhed in the 
&  Laverot Regeneration, but do not mind, whe- 
8 ther 1 am a new Creature, or no; The Holy 
aka Water 
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Water indeed was ſprinkled upon me, butT am 
ſtill in the Gall of bitterneſs, and Bond of Ini- 


quity. It's evident by my actions, that I have 
driven away, and quenched that holy Spirit, 


which was given me 1n Baptiſm, and yet I ſtudy 
not, how to recover it; And what will be the 


end of thele things ? That Spirit, 1s a ſpirit of | 


Holineſs, and till Holineſs returns to my Soul, 
that Spirit will not return: Wo unto me! My 
feet run in the ways of deſtruftion, and my 
eyes are dazled with external pomp and gran- 
deur as much as ever. An amorous Song 1s 
more pleaſing to me, than the moſt harmonious 
Pſalm. The Word of God is but a dead Letter 
to me, while a Romance, or a Book that treats 
of Folly and Vanity, tranſports me into more 
than ordinary content and fatisfaftion: And what 
I heuſt eat, and what I muſt drink,, and where- 
withall I ſhall-be clothed 2 are queſtions I have a 
far greater defire to be reſolved in, than to 
know, -what I muſt do to pleaſe God, and to be 
happy for ever. If I haye made light of the 
Thunders'and Threatnings of Scripture, I do 
fo ſtill. May be-when God ſmites me, I ſeek 
him, and return, and enquire early after God, 
and - remember that God is my Rock, and 
the High God my Redeemer ; but the Rod 1s 
no ſooner off of my back, but I return with the 


 . Swine to the mire, and with the Dog to the 
vomit ; which ſhews, that in my affliction Ido | 


but flatter God with my mouth, and lie unto 
him with my tongue, that my heart is not right 


with | 
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with him, and thatT am not ſtedfaſt in his Co- 


K - venane, . How am I forced ſometimes to invent 
F. evaſions, either that it is enough to believe with 


the Croud, or that God will not be ſo cruel, as 
to damn all men, that are unſanaified, or that 
if I ſhould begin a good life, I ſhould never 
hold out, or that, if ſeriouſneſs were ſo neceſ- 
ſary, ſo many learned men would not have ſo 
great an averſion from it ; How often am I rea- 
dy to yield to Atheiſtical Suggeſtions, that ei- 
ther my Soul dies with my Body, or that God 
takes no notice of what we do below, or that 
there may be no life to come, or that Religion 
may be nothing but a trick. Horrid thoughts! 
Yet what will not a ſinner do, or conſent to, fo 
he may be but let alone in his ſinful ſport and 
pleaſures. My outward man,may be,hath ſome 
ſprinklings of Piety, but how foul, how ſordid 
1s my Soul ? How little do I ftrive to berid of - 
vain, unclean, and lufiful thoughts 2 How ea- 
fily doI yield unto a pleafing temptation ? The 
Devil need-take no great pains to ſeduce me, 
tor if he do but becken, I make haſte and run, 
How loth am to reſiſt an evil motion? How 
Joth to conquer? How loth to break my league 
with Hell > What an averſion have I from-the 
ſeverer -duties of Religion? how ſoon am I 
weary of pious exerciſes ? I do not abate one 
Juft, not one pleaſure for Heavens ſake. If I 
know that eating a plentiful dinner on Sundays 
will make me ſleep at Church, I have no cou- 
Tage to forbear ſo much as a meal for =_ 

at 
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What did I ever do, that look'd like ſecking a 
heavenly Countrey ? I read of good examples, 
but they move me not; I ſee how circumlipett- 
ly other men walk, and yet I fcel no fire. 
When I am ca]l'd upon by mine own Conſcience 
to looſe no more time, 1 ſtifle thoſe checks. Ah! 


How doth that faithful witneſs within me ſome- } 


times plead with me, and bid me conſider, what 
I do, and what a ſtrange adventure I make, 
and who will haye the lols of it in the ead, and 
how hard a matter it will be to recal me, when 
I am once loſt ? ButT am deaf to theſe friendly 
calls.” Ir tel]s me, I lie .jn a dangerous Ditch, 
and that [ am not in the right wav, and prompts 
me to vomit up the poyſon I have {wallowed ; 
but E will got be perſuaded, that I am in a {tate 
of condemnation. Though gray hairs are ups 
on me, and though the marks of God's wrath 
agatoſt me appear in my Soul, yet I had rather 
believe any thing, than believe, that God is 
angry with me. God's Spuit many times 
prompts me to that which is good, but I run 
away from him. I fee the vanity of this World, 
and yet 1 dote on it; I am difappojnted 1n.my 
expectations of earthly felicity , and yet this 
doth not drive me to Heaven to ſeek a better. 


I have a Soul deſcended from aboye, a Soul - 


that -can ſoar above ſenſe, and. fleſh 3- a Soul ca- 


pable' of the nobleft operations, fitted for the 


greateſt and moſt ſpiritual employments 3 but I 
let that mighty zzte//eFual fire go out ; I ſuffer 
that light to be clouded and darken'd by. fol- 
| lowing 
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lowing the dictates of a ſenſual appetite ; I. take 
no care to ſubdue my unruly paſſions; Good 
E Lord! how do they tranſport me upon all oc- 
2 caſions | If this be not to diſhonour God, to 
& deſpiſe him, to mock his threatnings, to under- 
value his promiſes, to labour after my ruine, to 
A light the offers of Grace and Mercy, I under: 
. I ſtand nothing. O dreadful! that a Creature 

as I am, ſhould have a Soul to look after, and 
| { mindic no morel! an everlaſting Empire to gain, 
| 


and make no more matter of it! endleſs tor- 
ments to ſhun, and be no more afraid! eteraal 
wrath and indignation to avoid, and be nov 
more concern'd ! Rivers of joy to inherit, and 
ſpeak and think'of it fo little! My Conſcience 
bluſhes at my wiltulneſs, and yet I walk in the 
light of mine own fire, and ia the ſparks that I 
have kindled. And muſt [ periſh thus tamely ! 
muſt I be loſt after all the intreaties of my Ma- 
ker! muſt outward darkneſs be my habitation, 
and the bottomleſs gulph my dwelling-place ! 
Tell not me, vain heart, that I am ſafe enough; 
Can I be ſafe without the favour of God? Can 
91 be happy without having my name written in 
the Book of Life? Go tell a man, that he may 
ſafely fleep jon the Pinnacle of a Steeple in a 
ſtorm. Go tell him, that he may ſafely walk 
Itke Queen Emma, upon Ploughſhares glow: 
ing hot, Tell him, that he may ſafely let a Vi- 
per bite him. Tell him, that he may fafely play 
with a Croccodile. Tell bim, that he may fſafe- 
iy walk with Peter on the Water, and try wo 
2.4 ther 
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ther thou canſt perſuade him, and. wilt thou 
delude me that I need fear no danger, when 


God deſpiſes me? What doI do? If I haveſ® 
preferr'd my ſecular Intereſt before God's Ho-"% 
nour and Glory, I do fo ſtill. IF I have feared; 
Men more than God, I do ſo ſtill.. . If I haveſ 


been loth to do good with the Temporal blef 


ſings God hath conferr*d upon me, I am (o ſtill. } 


And what fins I leave, it's morebecauſeI haveF. 


no inclination-to-them, or becauſe I am afraid 
they'l ſpoil and blemiſh my reputation in the 
World, than becauſe I love that God who made 
me, and hath obliged me by a thouſand favours 
to eſteem and prize him aboye all. And is this 
the Coat of the .Sons. of God? Is this the Li- 
very of a Chriſtian indeed? Is this done like a 
man that lives upon God's Bounty, is fed by 
his Charity, ſupported by his Alms, and main- 
tain'd from his Store-houſe, . and cannot ſubfiſt 
one moment without his Concourſe, and hath 
not a better Friend in all the World than him, 
who is the Fountain of Living Waters ? Who 
can believe this? What man, that underſtands 


any thing, can think. well of this condition ?} 


Will it cure my Diſeaſe, to believe that I have 
it not ? Will 'believing that F am not in Prifon, 
-bring me out of it? What if I was never-in 
"Heaven? Whatif I never ſaw the Book of Life? 
'Whar if I never 'view'd the Liſt of thoſe that 


ſhall-be damn'd, and thoſe, that ſhall be ſaved?F 
'Doth not the Word of God tell me, who they 


are that ſhall be happy, and who ſhall be miſe- 
: rable? 
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. of Confideration. * 29 
table ?. And if the niarks of thoſe that ſhall feel 
'his everlaſting wrath are. upon me, have nor [ 
= reaſon to look about:me, and feek more dili- 
2 gently after Grace, than ever I have done? 

# Conſideration , - one great deſign of it being 

to know how the caſe ſtands between God and 
our own Souls; ſach a Self-examination muft 
of neceffity be the Corner-ſtone of this Spiritu- 
J . al Building, and comparing our Lives with the 
Rules of the Goſpel, and the proper Characters 
of ſuch-as are ina' likely way to enjoy God for 
ever, may juftly:challenge the firſt Seat in. this 
intellectual Paradife, But then as building of 
a ſtately Gate, without aiHoufe anſwerable to 
it; doth bat expoſe the Builder to deriſton and 
contempt 3 fo Self-examination, without. a ſeri- 
ous Expoſtalation with our own hearts, 1s but 
tomake the Accuſer of 9ur Brethren laugh at onr 
vain attempts; atid God fcorn the endeavour, 
that-could be crufh'd in the Bad, and tired be- 
fore half ifs Race'is rug; ra; 


: II. Expoſtilation rouzes the Soul from her 
flumber, and drives it away from the foft Doun 
It would have' reſted and repos'd it ſelf npon; 
and gives the firſt blow ( for Self-examination 
only threatens it Y to that Tree of Death, f 
mean, the' reigning power of Sin; and I tee 
not how Sin can ſhelter it felf any longer,. or- 


MF what excuſesit can make for /its ftay and conti- 


{ nuance,” where'the Soul doth ſumnion itto ap» 
pear before'the Bar-of Conſcience, and enters 
: "DD _ into 
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into fach reafonings and interrogations as theſe; 
Are theſe things ſo, and do I ſtand trifling with 
my - ſalyation? Am I in danger of everlaſt- 
ing flames, and do I lie playing in the ſuburbs 
of Deſtrution? Harnibal 1s at the Gate, and 


&; 


do not I run to my Arms? The Philiſizzes are | 
npon thee Samſor, and doft thou lie (till? The | 


Deluge is coming, and do I talk of Marrying, 


and giving in Marriage? I ſee the Waters riſe,, j 


and come up to my Ancles, to my knees, tomy 
Loins, to my Neck, and am not I frighted 2 O 
Lord! The frares of Death incompaſs me, and 
the pains of Hell are ready ts lay hold of me ! Ei- 
ther I believe an eternity of Torments, that 


fhall attend a careleſs ſinful Life, or I do not : 


If not, why dare not I profeſs my denial? why 
dol play the-Hypocrite, and make the World 
think I do believe it ? What's the reaſon that I 
cannot ſhake off the fears of it, if I would ne- 
ver fo fain? Why does ſomething within me 
check me, when I would be fo profane as to de- 
ny it? Can I ever be ſerious, and not believe 
it 2 But then if I believe it, what a mad man 
am I to loiter, when the Candle I am allow'd to 
work by is almoſt burnt out, and I know not 


how ſoon it may pleaſe my great Maſter to ex- | 
tinguiſh it? DolT lead a Life which 1s the rea- | 
dicſt way to eternal Vengeance, and ſhall I not | 


ſtep back and prevent it 2 Can I imagine God 
will blow out .that everlaſting Fire, to gratifie 
my victous temper 2 or deſtroy that Tophet, out 


of tenderneſs tomy Luſts and Corruptions? Can | 
T | 


3 
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of Conſideration; 3k 
f conceive it poſſible, that God will go from his 
word, to pleaſe a ſtubborn ſinner? or prove a 
* Liar, that I may go with greater eafe to Hea- 
£ ven2 What great matter, have I done for God, 
that I ſhould expect ſuch favour? How have 1 
obliged him? What? by my walking after 
the Fleſh? By my greedineſs after the Meat 
which periſheth ? By my contempt of his Exhor- 
tations and Admonitions ? Is God to be obli- 
ged by (in? Is the Almighty to be made kind by 
Folly? Is he to be rendred propitiohs by Af- 
fronts? What fellowſhip hath Righteouſneſs 
with Unrighteouſneſs >? or what communiort 
hath Light with Darkneſs? or what concord 
hath Chriſt with Belial 2 Do'I not know chat I 
ſhall be miſerable, if I continue 1n that courſe I 
have held on in hitherto, and am I in love with 
eternal Ruine? Am I certain that iniquity will 
be my confuſion, and am I reſolv'd to die? 
have all thereafon in the world to believe, that 
it was the Son of God that was the Author of 
thoſe Threatnings and Comminations I find in 
the Goſpel : Dol believe him to bethe Son of 
God, and can I imagine that the teaft tittle of 
his words will periſh? I have run up and down 
in the World theſe many years, and hunted at- 
ter thoſe Vanities which ſenſual Men do dote 
upon: But will thefe ſave me when Idire? Will 
| not the remembrance of my eager purſuit after 
F theſe Batterflies and Gaudes, fill me with ans 
 guiſh and ſorrow? Have T livd m the World 
all this while, and am not I nearer Heaven than 
I was ſome years ago? Muſt my Body engroſs a't 
D 5 my 
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jz TheOGmar Law _ 
my endeavours, and muſt my Soul be ftaryed? 
I have a Soul that cannot die, and muſt not 
die, and muſt ſhortly appear before God's Tri- 


bunal, and ſhall not I ſtudy its ſafety and hap- £ 


pineſs as much as T am able?- Lord God! ſhould 
Death' arreſt me before I have made my Cal- 
ling and EleQion fare, how fearful, how wretch- 
ed would my condition be? Should it fall to 
my ſhare to how! in outward darkneſs, how 
ſhould I curſe the day when firft ſaw the Light? 
How ſhould I cry out, Let the day periſh wherein 1 
was born, and the night in which it was ſaid, 
There is a Man-child conceived: let that day be 
darkneſs, let not God regard it from above, mei- 
ther let the Light ſhine uporrit. Let darkneſs and 
t#he- ſhadow of Death ſtainit. Let a Cloud dwell 
upon it, let the blackneſs of the day terrifie it. 
- Should thoſe Tortures the Damned feel be infli- 
&ed'upon me, how ſhould 1 wiſh that I had liv'd 
all'my days in Deferts and Wilderneſles, -and 
ipent my whole-rime in praying and praiſing of 
God, and given all my Goods to the Poor, 2nd 
liv'd upon Bread. and Water, and undergone 
the greateſt hardſhips and ſeverities; outprard 
a Saint, and outfaſted a Hetmite, rather than 
ventur'd my Soul in fo (light a bottom, as world- 


ly-mindedneſs muſt-necei{arily be. Oh! how | 


ſhould I wiſh, that like the Gadarenes "Hogs; 
T had leap'd into the Sea rather,' than run into 


exceſs of Riot, and precipitated 'my {UF into 


boyling'Caldrons, rather than into the Adul- 
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terous Bed, receiv'd burning Coals into my Bos- | 
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of Conſideration, 33 
ſom rather, than partners of my Luſts into my 
arms, and broiled in flames ſooner, than in the 
E unhallowed Paſſions, that have brought down 
Ey Fireand Brimftone on my Folly !- Should that 
Y burning Lake bemy Habitation for ever,Ohow I 
ſhould imprecate all my merry Companiousthat 
did allure me to run with them into Folly and 
Vanity ! Oh how I ſhould wiſh that my- Eyes 
had never ſeen them 3 that my Ears had never 
heard their Names; that my tongue had 
been torn into a thouſand pieces, when firſt it 
entertain'd Diſcourſe with them 5 that my Arms 
had been cut off, when they embrac'd thole plea- 
ſures, which like Syrens cheat men into nuſery 
and calamity ! O-how I ſhould curſe the place 
where my Sins were committed, the perſons that 
accalion'd them, the hour:that ever I thaught 
of them! O how I ſhould wiſh that.I hadim- 
prov'd thoſe apportunities I do now.make light 
of; and believed Moſes and the Prophets that 
gave me warning; and turn'd to God; 'while., 
the doors of Grace ſtood open, and applied.my 
ſelf to the Miniſters of the Goſpel, and taken * 
direQtions from them what I muſtdo to be ſfav'd ! 
How ſhould the poſſibility of ſuch miſery fright 
and terrifie me into watchfulnefand ſeriouſnels? 
Is-not Eternity more to me,: than a moment'of 
time? Can that Gold and. Silver I enjoy, and. 
| do.ſ6 much prize and adore, be. any motive to. 
© the great Judge of Life and Death to abſolve 
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1. &} me? Can the pleaſuresof Sin beantidotes againlt - 
- i Sin 2 or my, Jollities procure a pardon in that. 

day; ,when God ſhall Judge men according to 
m 8 <v4y; FH g 


3 - the 


3+ TheOnal Law 
the Goſpel? What makes me thus ſtupid, that 
I ſhould forgo the Milk and Honey of Canaar, 
for the pitiful Garlicks and Qnians of Egypt ? 
Doth God promiſe me Purple Robes, and ſhall 
I rake up with courſe, and ill-rought ſtuff? Doth 
God offer me a Royal Seat, and ball I pre- 


fer a Shepherds Tent befor it > What Devil 


doth poſſeſs me, that ] ſhould prefer Dancing 
and Revelling for a few hours, *before endleſs 
joy? Where 1s my reaſon? What's become of 
my underſtanding? Am I bewitch'd, befotted, 
beguil'd, that I ſhould believe a few flatterin 

motions of fleſh and blood, before all the Or- 
atles.and inſpirations of the Holy Ghoſt ? Are 
there ſuch things or no ? I do believe there are, 
why then am I not more affe&ted with them ? 
Can there be any thing more reaſonable than 
Chriſt Precepts? What 1s there in them that 
- ſhould diſcourage me? If God .had command- 
ed ſeyerer tasks, is not Heaven recompence en- 
ough'? If the Prophet bad bid me do ſome great 
thing, wauld not F have done it; how much rather 
ther, when he ſaith unto me, Waſh and be clean 


I : that forbear the greateſt Delicacies, ſhun the 


choiſeſt Dainties, will not be tempted to eat of 
the moſt palatable Diſh, when I am ſenſible it 
will bring upon me the paip either of Collick 


or Strangury; Nay, I that lying under a raging G 
painful Diſtemper, wiſh my ſelf a Beggar, or if 


rhe pooreſt Body alive, and would be content |: 
WT 


to ſtoop' to the meaneſt offices, ſo I might be | 


but freed from the” Malady which torments me ; # 
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of Conſideration. 35 
Can I (cruple to obey theſe Laws, when it is to 
avoid an eternity of pain and flames? Was not 
Dives a (tubborn as I can be; and, have not 


| I reaſon to believe, if he were on Earth again, 


he would think the Law of Charity the ealieſt, 
and the reaſonableſt Law imaginable ? Have not 
I reaſon to believe he would go beyond Zachers, 
leave himſelf but juſt enough to live on, and 
ſtudy how todo good with the reſt 2 Have not 
I reaſon to believe, that the Laws of Chriſt would 
ſeem very facile and praQticable to him? Can 
I think he would ſay, 4 /ttle more fleep,and alittle 
more ſlumber, and delay his obedience? He that 
hath felt the miſery of another World, would 
think nothing too good , _— too dear, 
nothing too coſtly, to ſacrifice to him 
who 1s the King immortal , inviſible, blefſ- 
ed for evermore. O how glad would he be, that 
God would accept of it! That God would 
ſmell the (weet favour, and caſt a | look 
upon it! God that gave me theſe Laws, and 
hath entail'd everlaſting bliſs on my ſincere obe- 
dience, ccrtainly knew beſt what was fit and ex- 
pedient for me; and he that is acquainted with 
my fitting down, and mine upriſing, and had a 
hand in my frame, can I think he would pre- 


- ſcribe meany thing prejudicial to my happineſs? 


Theſe Precepts, as they are effects of the greateit 
wiſdom, ſo they cannot but be highly beneficial, 


F. and promote my Spiritual intereſt, for they drop 


from a God that's infinitely good, as well as 
infinitely wiſe 3 ſo that not to ſubmit to them, 


hinder | 
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hinder my Soul from its proper food and noys 
riſhment, but to make my ſelf wiſer —- 
Almighty, and to extol my reaſon above-his 
Omniſcience, and to accuſe his immenſe Wiſ- 
dom of rafhneſs and folly ; and, Shall I add blafs 
phemy to my diſobedience > Am I afraid God 
Is not enrag'd enough againſt me, or that his 
Anger is not red enough ?. Shall I throw brim- 
ſtone into the flame, to make that conſuming 
fire more terrible? Is it ſuch a pleaſurc to have 


him, that can deſtroy both Soul and Body inta 
Hell, for my Adverſary ? ſuch Labyriaths, ſuch 
Inconveniences do I caſt my ſelf into by my ſin 
ful lifez and, Are theſe encouragements tocon- 
tinue init? Is this the Wedding garment I may 
triumph in? Shall I ſing in Chains, rejoyce in 
Fetters, glory in my Shackles, be proud of the 
Devils Service, boaſt of my Slayery 2 When isit 
that I intend te be clean? Shall I delay it one 
moment longer, that know not but I may be in 
Hell before the Clock doth ſirike again? Dull 
blockiſh heart, What -doſt thou mean? Doſt 
thou ſee, how all theſe outward things do fade, 
and,leave the owners: miſerable, and wilt thou 
take no warning ?- Doſt thou ſee, how [adas 


Caintrembles, though he is Maſter of a ſpacious 
Country> Doſt not thou ſee how their hearts 
faile-them for fear, -becaufe they have not made 
God their Friend ? Look down into the fatal 
gulph, 'Doſt thou'ſtand upon the brink of de= 
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God my Foe? Is it ſuch a ſatisfaftion to haye - 


droops, though his purſe be full of Money, and. 
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of Conſideration. — 37 
deſtruction, and artthounot afraid? Doſt thou 


{ee a Crucified Feſws ſtretching forth his Arms 
to embrace thee, and doſt thou feel no warmth, 


® no heat, no zeal, no affection ? Doſt thou ſee 


& - the great burning Lake betore thee, and doſt 
not thou quake and tremble? Dot thouſee the 
Revenger of Blood upon thy heels, and wilt not 
thou run into the City of Refuge? Doſt thou 
ſee the Angel of the Lord preparing to rain 
down Fire and Brimſtone on thee, and wilt thou 
not ſave thy ſelf in Zoar £ Why ſhould(t thou 
ſtay till the doar of Grace be ſhut? Why ſhouldſt 
thou tarry till all the oyle in thy Lamp be 
ſpent? Why -ſhouldſt thou fold thy Arms till 
Death takes the Fort,and leaves thee in no poſit- 
bility of Mercy £ Why ſhouldft thou ſtand itill, 
till the enemy lays thy Conſcience waſte? Why: 
ſhouldſt thou fleep, till all the field be overrun 
with Weeds? Why ſhould(t thou be idle till the 
Eleventh hour is paſt? Run, run for thy lites 
There: is danger near; The Enemy is at hand 
The Fort is. like to be taken; The Cittadel is. 
almoſt loſt 3 Thou art almoſt at the laſt gaſp : 
Look up, Doſt not- thou ſee thy Saviour fly 
down from Heaven to lay hold of thee, and 
wilt. not thou make haſt and meet him? behold: 
the Bridegroom comes, and wilt not thon bid 
him.wellcome? Doſtnot thou, ſee how the Mar-. 
tyrs, how the Primitive Chriſtians fly to Hea«: 
2 ven, and wilt thou ſtay. behind 2 Doſt notthou.. 
y ſee, how: contented they: are, under Tryals of, 
cruel Mockings and. Scqurgings,. yea ROFEOVED: 
| O 
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of bonds and impriſonments? Doſt not thoy 
fee, how they refuſe not to be ſtoned, to be fawn 
a lunder, to be tempted, to be lain with the 


Sword, and all that they may obtain a better F 


Reſurrection ? Doſtnot thou ſee how they croud kf 


in at the Gate, and wilt thou not ſee what they 


are doing there ? Doſt thou think they were 


all out of their wits, to break thus reſolute- 
ly through all clogs and obſtacles into glory ? 
If they were not wiſe men, why do we cele- 
brate their .memories? and if they were wile, 
wilt not thou learn wiſdom of them ? If they 
were fools why' do we commend them? Why 
do we write Panegyricks to their names? Why 
do we adimre them? Why do we wiſh, that 
we might be as happy as they ? if they were 
not, why wilt thou not be a follower of them ? 
Doſt thou ſee them concern'd, and canſt thou 
ſtand like a Statue? Doſt thou ſee with what 
life, and zeal they fall on, and art thou ſenſleſs? 
Doſt thou ſee them buſie, and inquiſitive, and 
ative about God's _—_— and can they in- 
ſpire no induſtry into thee? Dot thou fee how 
they prize and value the incorruptible Crown, 
and is all too little to perſwade thee into a pra- 
ical eſteem of it? What hinders thee? What 
is it ſtops thy progreſs? Art thou ſtill in love 
with that which will undo thee? Why ſhould 
Father and Mother, Wife and Children, Brethren 
and Siſters, Lands and Houſes, make thee loſe 


a Crown? Hath God's fayour no temptation > 
Is there no charm in his love ? Hath Heaven * 
3 | no | 
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of Eonlideration. 39 
no beauty? If thou muſt be miſerable, hadſt 
thou not better be ſo here, than hereafter ? Shall 
E the preſent food flatter thee intoeternal hunger ? 
. And becauſe the Tree1s pleaſant to the eye, wilt 

thou prepare for being expell'd out of Paradice 
for ever? Will a few pleaſant Cups counter- 
ballance thy everlaſting Thirſt > Wilt thou ven- 
ture an everlaſting ſtorm, for a preſent calm ? 
and run the hazard of an endleſs Tempeſt, for 
a few months Recreation? Behold how Aſes 
runs away from the World to be ſaved, and 
wilt thou plunge thy ſelf into that dangerous 
Sea ? Behold how Elijah, Eliſha, and St, Johr: 
the Baptiſt retire into the Wilderneſs, that their 
eyes may not behold theſe fublunary vanities, 
and doſt thou long to be in the Croud which 
wiſer men deſire to be rid of? Good Lord! 
Whom dol intend to pleaſe,God or the Devil? 
God I cannot pleaſe by it, for he calls to me, 
Come out from among them my people, and be ye 
ſeparate, and touch not the unclean thing, and 1 
will receive you, and ſhall I gratify the Devil 
then? O Wretch that Iam! the Devil was ne- 
ver crucified for me, never ſpilt one drop of 
blood for me, never endured agonies for me; 
he neyer wore a Crown of Thorns for me, he © 
never taſted of the ſhamefyl death of the Croſs 
for me, and ſhall I flie into his arms? How of- 
| ten hath he diſappointed me in my hopes and 
> deſires, and ſhall I fawn upon the Enemy? lay 
& force upon his Kingdom of darkneſs, in deſpight 
Z of all rhi#Bars, and Bolts, and Guards wn 
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the great King of Heaven puts between me and 
damnation? I have been abuſed and cheated 


by fin theſe many years, and ſhall I be cheated | 


ſtill? Does not my blood rife at- the very *Þ 
thoughts of it? I that will not be cheated in my 
Trade or Dealings with men, ſhall I ſuffer my 
{clf to be impos'd upon by a lying Devil ? And 
when [ ſtudy how to be revenged on him, that j 
hath ſold me a Peble for a Pear), a Briſtol fone 
for a Diamond, and endeavour to prevent the 
like deception for the time to come; ſhall 1, in 
theſe great concerns of my Soul, where the 
Cheat 15 ſo apparent, where to diſcover it, I need 
do no more but open my eys, where God and 
his holy Angels, and all the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel aſſure meof the fallacy, where the Cheat 
3s of that dangerous conſequence too,and borders 
upon eternal damnation; ſhall I be ſo diſgen- 
erous, ſo baſe, low-ſpirited, as to ſuffer my ſelf 
to be thus groſly abuſed and deceived ? A child 
will not be cheated of his Puppets, a beaſt will 
not be cheated of his Meate, a Dog will not 
be cheated of his Bone, and ſhall I alone be the 
ſport of Devils? I? Acreature to whom God 
hath given Dominion over the Fiſh of the Sea, 
and over the Fowles of the Aire, and aver - 
every thing that -moyeth upon the Earth? 
O Monfter! Why {6 cruel . to my own Soul? 
why ſo barbarous to my, immortal part ? why. 
_ fo inhumane to my ſpiritual intereſt? why fo. 
mad to. run into the fire? why ſuch an eOAny, 

to my own good 2 Have not 1 enemigggnough, 

yo My OWN. 00G 5 5: <— Si 


[1 
t 


ER. 4 
" 


—_—— _—_ <<. A A; 


_ of Conſideration. — 4t 
but I muſt make my (elf my greateſt foe ? Shall 
I joyn with that roaring Lion, and teach him 


® how to devour me? hallI give him advantages 
2 dgainſt my felf, firſt let him deceive me, and 
& then laugh at me? firſt let him ſeduce me into 


the Net, and then puniſh me for being taken ? 
I believe my Children, if they tell ' me, that 
they have ſeen ſuch a houſe on'firez and 
believe my Neighbours, if they aſſure me there 
are Thieves broke into my houſe ; and believe 
a Phyſician, who affirnis, That ſuch a Powder 
or Herb is perfe& poiſon 3 and ſhall not be- 
lieve that God, who hath prepar'd and fore-or- 
dain'd theſe everlaſting burnings I hear and 
read of, and muſt needs know the terror of 
them? Shall not I believe him, when he teffs 
me, and proteſts upon the word of a God, that 
if I do not betake my ſelf betimes to another 
courſe of Life, I ſhall aſſuredly fall a prey to 
thoſe endleſs burnings# Say not falſe heart, how 
ſhall I be ſure God hath ſaid ſo. Either pra- 
fefs thy ſelf no Chriſtian, or confeſs it. Haſt 
thou lived ſo long under the ſound of the Ga- 
ſpe), and dar'ſt thou harbour ſuch a thought ? 
I believe a Servant, that tells me, That ſuch a 
Man is like torun away with the Goods I have 
entruſted him with, and I believe a ſtranger, 
that gives me warning not to be familiar with a 
certain fort of Perſons in the Country I am 


F, going to, and T believe a Traveller, that tells 


me, that in ſach an Iſland there are Mountains 
of Fire, 'and Mines of Sulphur burning conti- 
| nu- 
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trually z Do I believe an Enemy, that thre» 


tens to break my Head when he meets me, -and 
ſhall not I believe that God that feeds me, and 


prote&s me, and knows all things, and can-do- F* 
all things, and neyer intended me any harm, but nd 
hath given me ſuch evidences of his kind incli- 


nation#to me, that I muſt deny my own Being; 


if I queſtienhis' willingneſs to have te cometo | 


the knowledg of the truth ? I chooſe a preſent 
agony to keep off an after-evil, and am content 
to prolong torment, ſo I may but prolong this 
Mortal Life; and ſhall not 1, to avoid thoſe 
endleſs tortures, mortifie a ſilly Luſt, ſubdue my 
extravagant Deſires, and inflict ſo much Pen- 
nance on my ſelf, as to caſhier all darling and 
boſome Iniquities? What raeans my Conſcience? 


, It's not quiet under all the pleaſures of Sin; It's 


ready to accuſe me 3 when it gets me alone, it 
twitches rhe, I find it 18 a hard matter to rock it 


aſleep; and when] think it's faſt, like a Giant 
It awakes again, and frights me with flaſhes of 


the next Worlds flames; and ſhall I break 
through all thoſe Funeral Torches to invade 
Damnation ? Do what I can, it wounds me; 
laſhes me, tears me, and like ſome Blood-hound 
follows me, and I condemn my ſelf before any 


. Creature accuſes me; it's not to be bribed with 
Money, not to be huſh'd with threatnings, not. 


to be tied with Cords, not to be bound with 


| Ropes, and, Lord, ſhall not I ſuffer my ſelf F 


to be taken Captive by the King of Saints! Such 
Expoſtulations, if the heart be not all Rock 
and 
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and Adamant, cannot but ſtartle the Sinner in 

his Licentiouſneſs, make him ſtamp with his 

| feet, and force him into other reſolutions z 

> 4 which is the third Ingredient of this great Art, 
+# Conſideration. 


IIL Strong Reſolution. This is the neceflary 
conſequent of the preceding Expoſtulations, if 
they be ſerious, and not uſed only out of For- 
mality z and the Soul, that is by this time ſtung 
* 1nto a ſenſe of its danger, and cries out, Lord, 
what have I done? will foon fall from thence 
into ſuch reſolutions as theſe. Does the caſe 
ſtand thus, and muſt my finful lite expire int 
the Worm that diesnot ? muſt my Froficks die 
into endleſs howlings? and mull my ſport of 
fin be cruſht into never dying anguiſh ? and my 
' wilful contempt and neglect of God's will, be 
turned into Chains of darkneſs for eyer ? Is it 
ſo as God hath told me ? ( and why ſhould he 
tell me ſo, if it were not ſo 3 why ſhould he 
fright me with painted fire ? and how could it 
confiſt with his Wiſdom and Integrity to deceive 
me with Bugbears and Chimera's? ) If this be 
the fate of a ſinful life, then tell me no more of 
Dalila's, tell me no more of Impediments, or 
Excuſes, or Delays, If this be the fearful Exit 
of Senſuality and Irreligiouſneſs, there is no 


| dallying with fin, I'll get rid of it, what ever it 
* | coſt me; Il hearken to its ſoft Airs no longer 
i. Tl be charm'd no more with the lovely looks of 


1 that Harlot; its curious Dreſles, its treacherous 
| Glances 
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Glances ſhall commit a Rape upon my Aﬀedi- 
ons no longer. I will not for a few: jolly hours 
negle&t' my eternal ſafety; Eternity: is: not- a 
thing to be made light of ;I believe there is ſuch 
athing, and why ſhould be ſuch a Changeling 
asnot to provide for it with all imaginable care 
and ihduftry? I am gone. Farewel Applauſe | 
and Greatneſs of the World: Farewel ye little | 

ſhooting flames of ſenſual pleaſures, which ſerve 
only to delude, not to revive or enlighten an 
Imttiortal Son], Farewel Cards and Dice, 
and- all thofe' trinkets of the Devil, whereby 
beſotted Men looſe their time, ard peace; Time 
What can bemore coſtly ? Peace, what- can be 
.of greater valte? Farewel' fine - Clothes; and 
richer-Habits, which ſerved only to feed Pride 
ad Luxary. Pride, what can beliker theDe- 
vil> Luxury; what can be more unmanly? 
Farewet Oftentation, and Vain-glory,for which! 
have ſo often ſacrificed not only my Wealth, 
bur my Reſtand Quier too. Farewel applauſe; 
and acclamarions' of the giddy Crowd, which 
have ſwell'd, and blown up my heart ſo often; 
.and made me'enamour?d with my finful felf: Fare 
wel ty old Acquaintance, that cockerd and 
helpt to pleaſe thoſe Luſts I now abhor. Fare» 
wet ye dangerous Friends, that would: have 
dragg'd me into Hell, and would haye' had me || 

kind to you even into eternal Fire, Farewel | 
unhappy Men, who would have had me vens ©” 
ture' on that burthen of God's anger, which þ. 
Devils cannor bear, and tempted me to be mi« }j 
| _ ſerable | 
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of Conſideration, As 
ſerable for companies fake I muſt eithet have 
no peate with God, or none with you, The 
E friendſhip of God and the World are incompi- 
2 tible, and would you have me leave my God, 
= my Happinef, my Joy, my comfort, my Re- 
fuge, my hiding Place, my Riches, my Trea- 


= fare, to follow you to a place of endleſs Tor- 
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ments? I ſee through all theſe Cobwebs; I lee, 
I fee what all your Follies will come to; I am 
| convinc'd, that if there be a Happineſs hereaf- 
| ter, as I am perſuaded there is, the courſe ye 
take, catinot be the way to that Paradiſe. Mo: 
left meno more, it is in vain. Ile bechous'd 
no more 5 {eek out Arguments, find out flat- 
teries , tfiake your motives as ſtrong as you 
pleaſe, ascogent as you can, but with me they 
{hall not prevail.Here they ſhall find no harbour. 
le have nothing to do with theſe Pirates. They 
have been ready to fink my Veſſel. They had 
{wallow'd me up quick, if God had not been on 
ty fide. :Yhey had devoured me, if God hal 
not watch'd «ver me. I thank thee, O Go], 
that thou haſtnot taken away my Life with ſin- 
ners: I will clirhb Mount $72, Tleaſcend God's 
holy Hill, Ile be kept in Mefhcch, in the Tents 
of Kedar, no longer. Lift up your heads, G 


= ye Gares, and be ye lift up, ye everlaſting 
= Doors! Vieenter; I will force my way through 
= all the Impediments- of this flattering World. 
>} What ſhould hinder me? Shall tribulation, or 
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2 diſtreſs, or perſecution, or' famine, or nakedreſs, 
or peril, or ſword? Theſe can bur kill the Body, 
* but 


*-* but T have an immortal Soul to favel if I ſecure 
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that, I ſecure all ; and I will ſecure it whatever | 
it colt me. I: will not aft contrary to my own 
perſuaſions any more : Iam perſuaded that all F? 
my.worldly glories will have a period, and-that |? 
they contribute nothing to my real happineſs, 
'Tis a pradical fervent love of God. that muſt 
make mehappy3this is it muſt entitle me ta God's 
everlaſting Mercies 3 this I believe, this I am 
confident of , according to this faith Tle act. 
God holds out a Crown to me, and ſhall I be 
dull and lazy under that glorious proſpect? I 
ſee the Royal Diadem afar off, leap out, -O my 
Soul, to reach it, its worth labouring , it's 
worth wreſtling, it's worth ſweating and toiling 
day and night. See, ſee, how to get Bread, the 
poor Miner digs in a dark and Jonely Vault, 
while the worksover his Head threaten bim with | 
falling in every hour, and cruſhing him todeath: 
And-\hall I fear dangers, in ſtriving to be abun- 
dantly ſatisfied for ever with the fatneſs - of 
God's Houſe? I ſcea City which hath'Founda- 
tions, whoſe Builder and Maker is God; I be- | 
hold afar off a Houſe made without Hands, |: 
eternal in the Heavens. Farewel temptations, | 
farewel corrupt deceitful heart, Ile believe thy 
falſe ſuggeſtions no longer, I have a ſurer word ji 
of Prophecy to lay hold of. How often haſt '* 
thou taught meto cover my (ins with plauſible 7 fi 
names, that I might not be torc'd to leave |: 
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them? What? Will:the Almighty be blinded {7 t 
with ſoft Titles? Is he aſleep like Baal, or x B 
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gonea: Journey, or doth he forget, or is he to 
be Fajoled into approbation of ſuch doings? 
What doſt thou make of him? Doſt thou think 
2 him to be ſome Heathen-Deity, that hath Eyes, 
EZ and ſcesnot, Ears, and hears not, a Heart and 

| underſtands not ? Canſt thou draw a Curtain 
before the eyes of Infinite Wiſdom ? Will he, 
whoſe Underſtanding cannot by ſearching be 

| found out, be thus deluded ? Is he a Child, 
# which thou canſt play withal? Doſt thou call 
{ him God, and forget, that he pries intoall thy 
deſigns, and purpoſes, and intentions 2? Falſe, 
fooliſh heart! Art thou not aſhamed of this So- 
phiſtry 2 - Wile thou make me believe, that 
White is Black, and Black, White, and bereave 
me of my ſenſes ? I remember thy Cheats, I 
have not forgot, how thou haſt ſoothed me in 
a tempeſt 'of a roaring Conſcience, How haſt 
thou darkned my Eyes , What fumes, what 
miſts haſt thou caſt before me, that I might not 
ſee the true nature of ſinful ations, How haſt 
thou prompted me to callmy Pride, Decency 3 
- | my Covetouſheſs, Frugality ; my Drunkennels, 
Cood-fcllowſhipz my Revenge, vindication of 
my-Honoutz my Uncleanneſs and Laſciviouſnels, 
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y #7 impoſlibility of reſiſting the dictates of Naturez 
d 3 my ſlandering of others, ſaying but what hear: 
t 2 asf. God did not ſee my inſide as well as out- 
e ' fide, or could be deceiv'd with ſhadow and 


2 varniſh, and were not reſolv'd to waſh away 
+7 theſe curious Colours with Rivers of flamjng 
= Brimſtone! How often haſtthou bid me callmy 
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greater enormities, innocent mnitth, and'rtiade 
me look on them, as Men do on'objetts through 
the wrong end of a PerſpeQive Glaſs, asif God 
were altogether ſuch an one as my ſelf,” and F; 
would therefore be contented to call my Favoiu- | 
rite Vices, Peccadillo's, becauſe my ſelf was 
Joth to call them by another name ! How of- 
ter haſt thou flatter'd me with deceitful riches; 
if I would but give my ſelf that liberty my ir: 
religions Neighbours uſe! How often haſt chow 
tempted me with the famous examples of 'pro- 
fperous Men, that have been ſtrangers to - Sert- 
ouſneſs and Heavenly-mindedneſs! How haft 
thou diſparaged Piety to me, as a ſneaking qua- 
lification, and repreſented Sin as the Royal way 
to Credit and Reputation ! Away with theſe 
Fables, Ile be trapan'd and footh'd no more 3 þ* 
coax Children with ſuch Bables, I know too 
much to be raviſh'd with theſe borrow?d glo- 
ries.God hath ſpoken once,twice havel heardit, 
nay,a thouſand times havel heard it, That he that 
oyercomes, ſhall not be hurt by the ſechnd death + 
which is, that everlaſting ſeparation of the Sou), 
from the great, and glorious preſence of God : 
And what overcoming can he mean, but con- | 
gueſt of ſuch treacherous Suggeſtions ? If I | 
oyercome thee, I do my work. If I maſter 
thee, I am made for ever. If I ſubdue thee, | 
my greateſt impediment is removed.If I can but 7 
hate thy flatterics, behold,God will be my Rock _ : 
and my Salvation, and my Defence, and Ifhall | 
got he moved,” "How often haſt thou promis'd Þ 
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me long Life, and Eaſe, and Plenty, if I would 
tream aut my golden years in Vanity, and bru- 
| tifh delights, asif my youth had been too good 
FP Yor Gog, and God, when he woo'd me to obe- 
£7 dience;. came but. to torment me, as the evil 
# $pirit.ſaid in the Goſpel, before my time, as if 
wee the greart diſpoſer of my time, and could 
command my age to:flouriſh at fourſcore! How 
haſt thou bid me delay my Repentatice and Se- 
# riquſneſs, and given me hopes that I ſhould 
F find a conyenient time hereafter, when I could 
| keep Sin and the World no longer ! as if Re- 
| Pentance were ip my own hands, and I could 
| command it.to attend me at my pleaſure, and as 
| if it were a work to be diſpatch'd with a ſigh 
| & orgroan! How haſt thou tempted me to fin un- 
' | dex a pretence that none ſhould ſee it; or if the 
2 fin cauld notbe kept ſecret, none ſhould know 
| that. L had a hand. in jt; as if God did not ſee 

* by. night as well as by day, and a private cor- 

= er ould keep out Omnipotence3z or asif God 
& fate ke gn idle Pilot in Heaven, without re- 
E garding how the great Ship of this World is go- 

| yerned | How haitthou, under the colour of a 
FE fingle fin, involv'd me into a neceflity of ad- 
MZ dinganother, and been reſtleſstill I have added 
| more. to-ſupport the reſt | And how treache- 
22 roully baſt thou bid me walk in the counſel of 
= the ungodly, when jt was but to engage me to 
2, ſtand inthe way of finners, and then to make 
1.7 me fit down 1n the feat of the ſcornful ! How 
2x baſtthou prompted me to palliate mine offencee, 
 # | E 3” | and 
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and to lay them at othermensdoors? Loe | This 


I have found, that God at firſt did make me up- 
right, but thou haſt taught me to ſeek ont many 


inventions, tricks how tobe undone, ways how !} 
-to make my ſelf worſethan the beaſts, thatperiſh. j5 


Go couzener, tell thy ſtories to men, that will | 


not hear the truth z I will hear, what the Lord 
will ay to me. O God! I need no accuſer, no 
witneſs, no ſpy to betray me. I confeſs. my ſelf 


guilty, I paſs ſentence upon my ſelf. My con- 
ſcience condemnes me, my judgeſitsin my Soul, |. 
my eyes, my hands my feet, the Theater, the 


Alehouſe, the Tavern, they give in evidence 
againſt me, My aCtions fill me with ſhame, the 
very cloath's I wear contribute to my confuſion. 
Deceitful heart! How haſt thou bid: me truſt 


to broken Reeds, and lean on props which were | 


rotten and decai'd ! I have ſeen enough of thy 
falſhood and inconſtancy, Ile be held no long- 
er, Tleſtay no longer in Sodom, Theſe flowery 
Meadows , this enamel'd graſs ſhall make me 
lie down no more, I ſee there is death in the 
Pot, and the great day will be upon me for 
all the ſeeming delay, before this poor beſatted 
World 1s aware. : 


I come, Lord, I'll ſtand out againſt thy calls 
no longer ; I do hear thy voice, and Flt harden 
my heart no more. It'is the voice of my Be- 
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Joved that knocks, I will ariſe and let him in, . : - 


Awake up my glory, awake; I have {lumber'd 
long enough. Get up, my ſleepy —_—_ 4 
mM bp ord | 
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Lord-is at hand. My heart is hot within me» 
2- WW the fire of God burns within me. O my God» 
EZ wilt thouſpread open thy arms to a Wretch, that 
7 "23 hath been fill d with unrighteouſneſs and deceits 
1. {7 and having knownthe judgment of God, that 
= they who commit ſuch things are worthy of 
death, hath not only done the ſame, but hath 
| had pleaſure in them that do them! Is there yet 
EZ mercy ia ſtore for ſuch a Rebell? will Gad be 
& yet intreated ? Then, I cheerfully renounce the 
' Devil,and all his works, O God to whom yen- 
& geance belongs, ſhew thy ſelf. Ariſe Lord! let 
all thine enemies be ſcatterd, even my Sins, as 
| ſmoak is driven away, ſo drive them away, as 
. wax melteth before the fire, even ſo let my Sins 
t && periſh at the preſence of God. I know the 
e | world will laugh at me for this reſolution, but 
7 7 111 give them leave to mock; if I can but ger 
- & into yonder blefled and: everlaſting Manſions, 
7 
- 
: 
r 
[ 


| laugh on, yemad-men, I have a God will hon-- 

| our me.. If there be a future judgment , and 
= men ſhall be rewarded according to their works, 
= and God will be ſo ſevere againſt ſtubborn ſin- 

ners as he hath threatned, ( and indeed he can- 

not be God without it ;- to be God and not 
 # crue to his word implies a contradidion then 
3 & -ſure I am, therich, the voluptuous, the carnal 
| 2 .men of this World, that make ſuch proviſion 
, = For+the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof, muſt cer- 
: \Þ -tainly be in a more miſerable condition than 
{#7 1. -Methinks I fee how they tremble before the 
3 . Throne. They thought it below them here on 
x E 4 earth 


c arth to make Religion their bulines, me-thinks 
I fee how aſham'd they are of their folly, how 
the Wretches bluſh to ſee, that God hath cho- 
ſen the fooliſh things of the world to. confound 


the wile, Methinks [ hear them cry out. to 3 
Rocks and Mountains, Fall on us, and hide us | 


from the face of him that ſits on the Throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. . O: how their 


thoughts at that time will all be changed, and j* 
all their Triumphs: be turned: into Funerals > | 
Methinks I ſee, how Herod is. contounded to | 
ſee the humble Baptiſt advanced above the Kings, | 


and Princes of this world, eyen that ng | 


whom he valued not half ſo much, as he did a | 


Strumpet, whom for ſports ſake, he could be- 
Head, and deprive of life to ſave his reputation 


among Flatterers , and+ Sycophants | Methinks jj 
I ſee, how the bloody: Nero ftarts to:ſee Pay! the i 
Priſoner deck'd with Robes of Eternal light, | 


that Paul, who fell a Sacrifice: to higipleaſure, 
and whom he would/have diſdained' to.fet with 
the Dogs of his Flock! I quake at the diſmall 


fight, my thoughts are fill'd with horror! I'llbe Þ 


wiſe before it be to late, I will-not.hazard my 


Sou! asmoſt men do ;:Q: how I blamemy ſelf for : 
ſerving fin and the world thus long |: Had God 


ſnatzhtmeaway inthatdiſmalſervice,how dread- 
ful would my wages have been ? Bleſſed beGod, 
who hath been thus patient with: me; . I'll tref- 
pals nolonger' upon his Long-fuffering., Come 


ye Miniſters of the Goſpel, tell me what I muſt | 
do tobeſaved ; lead me, 'dire&t me, I'lLfollow, | 
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and neither Men nor Devils ſhall draw me away: 
Teach me toSing the Songs of Z3on.' Inſtruct 

” me how to prefer Jeruſalem above.my chiefjoy: 
"ZShew: me the path of life, leave not-my Soul 
EFinflell. Pull it out of the Fire ; Thave madea 
EZ ſolemne choice 'of God for my portion. Let 
& me know, how I muſt:lave him; I'll obey your 
# counſel, Ill a& according to: your dire@tons, 
= Be not afraid .of me, I will not turn 'back in 
E” the day of Battle, ' I have done withtheſe ſtolen 
> waters; I ſee no felicity that riſes from bathing 
& in thoſe. dangerous ſtreams; they may lall and 
& charm for a while, but leave the Soul empty. 
& If any man had: reaſon to find fatisfation- in 
them, Solomon had, who had Riches, iand Pow- 

E er, and Luſt enough'to range where he pleaſ'd; 
= yet when he had walk'd through-the whole 
= Garden of ſenſual Pleaſures, cropt the choiceſt 
= Flowers, fed upon the moſt luſcious Pruits; left 
; nothing unattempted to know the utmoſt reach 
Z of that Fools Paradiſe, fearch'd all:the/by-places 
= and corners where'they faid the treaſuresof fatis- 
= faction lay, unravel'd all the fecret"Tntrigues 
== of ſin,” ranſack?d allthe hidden myſteries of it; 
23 when he had thus' warider'd up and down, and 
2 almoſtloſt himſelf in that. unhappy Labyrintb, 
= the Verdi he gives ob all is this,” Vit of Var- 
= iter, . mighty Nothings , perfeft "Trouble an 
=: Vexation of Spirit ; 'and then proteſts, that the 
= + only fatisfaon - that's: ſolid,” and 'Hke to- laſt, 
&; lies in fearing God; andikeepirig his Command- 
2 ments. ' That's it, 1 ſe; men E—_ 
= eſs 
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fels at laſt, and too often when it is too: late, 
I ſee moſt men are of another mind when they 


come to die, to what they were in the time of | 
their ſtrength, and health, and liberty, -and-that "7 
{criouſnefs, they formerly derided, they then |. 7 
wiſh for, when the Sentence is paſſing upon 5 
them, Cxt them down , why do they cumber the 
ground? The Pearl they might formerly have | 


had at a reaſonable price, and would not, they 


now would purchaſe with ten thouſands worlds, | 


if they had them, and cannot. This it is, to 
turn the grace of God into wantonneſs, to play 
with the glorious Meſlage ſent to them by the 


great Bridegroom- of their Souls, and-to make | 


light of invitations to the Supper of the Lamb! 
O folly ! O madneſs ! O-monſtrous ſtupidity ! 


O my Soul, come not thou into their ſecret,, unto 


their aſſembly mine honour be not thou united. I'll 
take warning by theſe ſad examples. Their j# 
imprudence ſhall make me wiſe; their indiſcre- | 
tion ſhall make me take another courſe, I fee 
there are-ſnares laid for my Soul, I am beſet 
with temptations. If I tremble at the main | 
Ocean, a ſhallow Puddleis offer'd me to drown 
my. ſelf in. ' What ſhonld: make the Devil ſo 
bulie, ſo earneſt, ſo induſtrious to draw'my Soul i 


away fromtheFountainof living Waters? With- 


_ .full the Angels are of it, how they ſolicit it to 
avouch.the Lord for it's God, He was once 
| ig 


| out all peradventure he ſees, what happineſs 7 
It's capable of, even of a happineſs, which knows ' } 
neither meaſure nor end. He ſees, how care- |” | 


»4 
wH 


LEY 


' 
oy 
M 


a mm 4 a> to fin ag tai id now As: On tale nd" GS tade Ah a ions ef? nd Ah fro F thee utes id waged 


Er 
—_ 


of Conlideration. 55 
in "Heaven, and: know's: that Holy Souls ſhall 
poſſeſs the ſeats of the: Apoſtate Spirits, and 
Z that what he loſt; they.ſhall enjoy, the dignity 
"2 heand his diſmal affociates forfeited they ſhall 


n 7 inherit,- and the-Thrones he and his crew did 
n #7 once triumph in,ſhall fall totheir ſhare. He ſees 
be 3 how fair a Soul redeem'd with the blood of 


Chriſt ſtands for this high. preferment, He ſees 
= the inclinations and propenſions it hath to take 
E up with God alone; and to divert the ſtream, 
0 @: he dreſſes out fin in ſeveral garbs, that if one 
y & will not tempt me, .another may. But, O my 
ec 5 God, fin ſhall inſinnateinto my tayour no more, 
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e & Majeſty, 'the voice of. the Lord breakes the Ce- 
an | dars 
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dars, the voice of 'the:Lord;; ſhakes; the Wil; 
derneſs. And- art 'thou the. only Creature, 
whom it cannot 'fhake'?- It's dane, mine eyes 
are open, and Tam reſolve: was relq+ 
lution made the three:men , Shadraph,. Meſhech, 
and - Abednego, advemtiire int9 ai fikry Furnace, 


F wastefolution made St. Pax! xeady..not to ſuf 
fer, only, butto die:ati Jeruſalew;for:the Name 


of Jeſus. It wasreſolgton/made Nevid's War: | 
thies ehter into the Camp. of the Philiſtines, and | 


draw -water out of therWell of Bethlebewe. It 
was reſolution made -Tqnetizs deſpiſe :Fire, and 
Sword,and wild Beaſts, to. pracure the fayour of 
him whomhis Soul did Joye, It was 
+ Tertulliav. yefolution made the Grecian * Wo- 
4p0198-£5% man-endurer the Rack ;: and when 
prompted by the Execurioner t6 cpafels her Af 
{ociates in the Treafon,bite her tongue.in pieces, 
that ſhEmipht not'bein a poſkibility af betray- 
--  '-*"* inghherPartners 10 the/Conſpiracy; 
14. ibid - Tt was. refolution.. made *. Mutins 
' - - ſtand ſtil}, and unconeern'd, while 
his right hand burn'd..:- It was refphugon made 


Bwpedocles ſacrifice himſelf to theiflames of | 
FEtria. Te was vefolutibpn made ofriexarchyy, 
when this bones were ©ruſht, make fport with 
\ his torments,” and-ery out, Break;: break. the [7 
carcaſe of ' Anaxarchus, :Þat' bis mind goy ſhall ner 7 
ver break ' It was reſolution made Kagw{us fling 7 
himſelf into the mercileſs arms:.of his; Enemies, |": 
and ſaffer himſelf to be ſtung: and;iprickt to þ4; 
"death, ' Jt was reſolution made Attalys fit down | 
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of Conſideration. 57 
cheatfully: 13 the Fiery Chait', his Perſecutors 
had prepared for him, and ſay, 1's ot we that 
F do cat Children, but it's you that devour innocent 
"2 Chriſtians. Tt was reſolution made Bliuding in- 
2 courage her fellow Chriſtians, though ſhe was 
& wounded, torn, : bruiſed, rack'd, and miſerably 
= handled. It was reſolution: made Job bear his 
& his loſſes and: ulcers with invin- | 

cible magnanimity, and as * he * Teri. lib. de 
F ſkid; play with the Worms that Srmtpenter hehe 
| bred in his Sores, and, as they olas in coſdemſpe- 
| were crawling out, drive them co Opeſmf = 
back into the holes and paſtures - gexdo + 
of his putrified fleſh. _ It was re- | 
folution made David run throngh 2 Troop, and 
leap over Walls, Pal. 18. 29, 1t was his refolu- 
tion made theſe words drop from him, 1 have 
» ſworn, and will perform it, that I will Fe thy 


—— 
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| righteous Tndgments. I will ſpeak of thy Teſtimo- 
* BE ries before Kings, and will not be aſham'd, and 
' 1 will delight my ſelf in thy Commandments; my 
* | Bands will T lift up unto thy Precepts which I have 
" IE bowd, and I will meditate in thy Statutes, Pal. 
& 119.46, 106. And why ſhould not my reſo- 
| { lution prompt me to the ſame generous enter- 
| & prizes? Why ſhould other men, to purchaſe 
' an immortal fame, reſolye to loſe their eaſe, and 
EZ Lives, and Eſtates, and all that's dear and plea- 


| | fing to them here below, and I not reſolve to 
- loſe my Sins, my Lufts, my Pleaſures, to gain 
| E& aneverlaſting Inheritance ? My heart is ready, 


| my heart js ready; a gracious Cod invites me, a 
oo loving 
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loving Saviour calls to me from/his Croſs, Waſh 
ye, make ye clean, put 'away' the evil of your 
doings from before.mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, | 
learn to do well ; a holy ſanQiifying Spirit bec-' Fi 
kens me. Thegreat God, that might laugh at | 
my calamity, and mock when my fear comes, | 
becauſe he hath call'd, and I refus'd,. becauſe he 
hath ſo often ſtretched forth his hands unto me, MF to 
and I have not regarded ; this great, this tender | in 
Father, after all the wrongs, and injuries, and | be 
abuſes, and inſolencies I have offer'd him, is |. w 
willing to receive me, provided [le be faithful | te 
to him, run no moreafter other Lovers, and re- ar 
ſign my ſelf to be guided, govern'd, and dire- i th 
cted by him. AndcanT refift that Love ? can i of 
I harden my heart againſt theſe Charms? Can I WW ar 
refuſe this kindneſs ? ſpurn at this favour? M ey 
{light this ſtupendious bleſſing ? and provoke | hi 
him to ſwear in his wrath, that I ſhall never en- i} le 
ter intohis reſt ! No, no, I yield, Irender my | ſti 
ſelf Captive; O God! thou ſeeſt my heart, I | in 
have no reſervations. Ilay down all at thy feet. | in 
Cover my head in the day of Battle. Inſpire | ar 
me, I'le run in the Race which is ſet before me. |# m 
By thee will I run through a Troop, with my | fe 
God, will I leap over a Wall. Tle purſue mine # m 
Enemies, and overtake them 3*neither will I #7 tb 
thrn again, till I have conſumed them. Behold, {# rv 
they that are with.me, are more than thoſe |= ea 
which are againſt me, Behold, the Mountain |: g: 
is full of Horſes, and Chariots of Fire round þ&; lis 
about Eliſhzs, The Lord is with me, the on Wy (ci 
hs D 


-# Prince, 
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of Jacob-is my refuge. I am convinc'd, that 
God's ſervice isperfe& freedom. He that enters 
# upon It, is pnder the government of a lawful 
: bis Life is ſweet and eaſie, he feels no 
7 Tyranny, no Oppreflion; the King with ever- 
& laſting kindneſs viſits him, and guides his feet 
& into the ways of peace, gives his Angels charge 
© to keep him in his going out, and in his com- 
ing in, and will not ſuffer any of his bones to 
* be broken. He is with him 1n diſtreſs, and 
when he weeps, holds a bottle under to catch his 
| tears, Pſal. .56, 8. He binds up his wounds, 
and is a wall of braſs to him, that mocks at 
the flaſhes of Hell, and daſhes all the fiery darts 
of the Devil, He covers him with his feathers, 
| and his truth 1s his ſhield and buckler. His 
eyes watch aver him, and his ears are open to 


© his prayers. He protects him from the Peſti- 


& lence that walks in darkneſs, and from the de- 
ſtruction that waſtes at noon-day. His groan- 
ings are not hid from him, and he preſerves him 
& in all his ways. He takes notice of his work 
and labour of love, and there is a book of re- 
| membrance written before him, for them that 


&# fear the Lord, and think upon his name. Here 
: WE men are free from flaviſh fear, as being under 
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£7 the wings of a Father. Here nothing but love 


> rules in their hearts, which makes their yoke 


=. ealje, and their burthen light; makes the ſtrait 


- | gate pleaſant, and the narrow way full of de- 


| 
{ 
| 
j 


& light and fatisfaftion. Here peace of Con- 
I ſcience reigns, A peace, which is not procured 


by 
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by riches or plenty, or the Worlds deceirful} 
glory, or a multitude of children, or ſtrength 
of. body,' a: peace whicty kills the worm within, 
and frees the Soul from her priſon of grief 
and ſorrow; a peace which purifies the mind 
from all uncleaneſs, and 1s a bed of roſes, in- 
rich'd by ſhowers from above; a peace which 
- 1s moſt truly Gods Banquetinghouſe,Chriſts Pal- 
lace, and the Habitation of the Holy Ghoſt, 
a Peace which is felton Earth, yet livesalready 
in Heayen 3 a peace, which fills the Soul with 
greater joy than Jacob's coming from the field 
did the amorous Rachel, or Foſeph's being alive, 
the heart of the aged Patriarch. Here men fit 
quiet . under their own Vine, and under. their 
own Fig-tree, and the Subjetts of this _ 
dom are acquainted with joy inthe Holy Ghol 
Here they are ſecure. The Enemy may moteſt, 
but he cannot break them. He may thew his 
teeth, but he cannot bitez he may rage, but he 
cannot raviſh them ' out of God's hands He 
may raile a ſtorm, but cannot oyerthrow their 
Veſlel ; ſet their Houſe on fire, but cannot con- 
ſume them; rain Brimftone upon them, but they 
' havea Zoarto flee to. Here the love of God 
i Nluminates their Minds, purifies their Conſci- 

ences, eſtabliſhes their Souls, makes glad their 
Hearts, and unites them to that Light, which 
Iighterh every man that comes into the World: 
Here the evil ſpirits of their ſins are caſt out, 
and the Spirit of God enters into them, even 
the Spirit of Joy, the Spirit of Power, of mo 

| an 
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of Conitderation, 6x 
and of a found mind. Here men are freed from 
the Curſe-of the Law, and their minds are em- 
ployed in the nobleſt contemplations. Here 
they dwellin the ſecret place of the moſt High, 
and abide under the ſhadow of the Almighty. Here 
Ile fix, here [le build Tabernacles , for it's 
good to be here. Away with all ſuggeſtions 
that would make me unwilling or backward to 
this work. Away with all thoughts that would 
diſcourage me. Away with all imaginations 
that would polleſs me with miſconſtructions of 
the ways of God, Ye are all miſerable com- 
forters, yeſeek not the good, but the loſs and 
delolation of my "Soul. Ple ſeek the things 
which are above, where Chriſt fitteth on the 
right hand of God ; Fle ſet my affeCtions on: 
things above, and not on things on earth; I am 
dead to all theſe ſublunary Vanities, and my life 
is hid with Chriſt in God; and when Chriſt, 
who 1s my Life, ſhall appear, then ſhall I alto 
appear with him in Glory. 

Without ſuch reſolutions as theſe, Confidera- 
tion 1s lame and feeble : Pts practical Confide- 
ration that muſt do the work, and it 1s theſe re- 


tolutions make it ſo; the neceſtity of which 


Conſideration is the next thing I muſt endea—* 
your to demonſtrate. + : 


' CHAP. 
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CH AP. IIL 


The abſolute neceſſity of Conſideration, in order to 
@ ſerious life. God's frequent commands to that 
purpoſe, Our Reaſor and the power of Conſide- 
ration we are furniſh'd, or end d with, prov'd 
to be given us for this end. Without it, Mer 
have cauſe to ſuſped, that their Reformation is 
connterſeit. 


{ / Hat we have ſaid hitherto, is not a thing 
| indifferent , left to our liberty and 
. Giſcretion to mind or neglect it, as we ſhall ſee 
occaſion, It isnot in the nature of meat of- 
fer'd to Idols, not in the nature of a Holy-day, 
which Men may neglect, or make conſcience of, 
as they ſee itexpedient, for the edifying of their 
Brethren, It 1s not in the nature of civil a&t- 
ons, of buying or felling, of fitting 'or ri- 
ling, of ſtaying in a place or travelling, which 
are things left to our will and pleaſure, and 
may be uſed, or fuperfeded, according as we ſee 
convenient, or inconvenient. It labouring af- 
ter a better Life, if endeavouring to get a ſhare 
in the incorruptible Crown of Glory, -if at- 
tempts to compaſs the eternal felicity of our 
Souls, if {ſtudying how we may be admitted in- 
to the Quire of Angels, and enjoy the Society 
of the Firſt-bora which are written in _— 
| i 


/ 


| of Conſideration. — 63 
if contriving how we may arrive to that fulneſs 
of joy God hath both reveal'd and promis'd, be 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary, this Conſideration muſt 
be ſo too. If Self-preſervation be not a thing 
indifferent, Conſideration cannot poſlibly beſo, 
For the great object of this Coniideration is, 
how we may preſerve our ſelves from being un- 
done for ever; how we may guard our Souls 
from everlaſtjng perditionz how we may avoid 
the ſecond death; and how we may make our 
happineſs Jafting and durable proof againſt the 
gates of Hell, and the aſlaults of that roaring 
Lion, who walks about, ſeeking whom he may 
devour. 

| God, that commandsall the powers of Light 
and Darkneſs, and hath the ſame power over us, 
that the Potter hath over his Veſlel, and hath 
made us capable of being governed by Moral 
Laws, and hath created us on purpoſe to be rea- 
dy at his beck, and may force us into obedience 
by Plaguesand Thunders, it we are loth to be 
courted by ſmiles and favours; God who owes 
no man any thing, who gives Lite to all, who 
hath made all things for his Glory, who is 1n 
all places, and All in all, who canbe preſent by 
Vengeance, where he is not preſent by Grace, 
who can be felt, but cannot be ſeen, who holds 
all things, fills all things, ſorrounds all things, 
excels all things, ſuſtainsall things, and afar off 
ſces all the dangers we are ſubje& to, and knows 
what Armies of Enemies lie in ambuſh, and 
watch our fall; it's he that peremptorily com- 
56 F 2 mands. 
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mands this Confideration. A Sovereign Prince 
expects:o be obey'd, and he that darcs retule, 
or {light his reaſonable command, 1s juftly lookt 
upon as a {tranger to Loyal Principles : And well 
may God, who is All-wiſe, and can do nothing 
that's unreaſunable, expect ſubmiiion to a Pre- 
cept ſo great, ſo good, fo advantagious both to 
Soul and Body, as will appear 1 the ſequel. 
Corfrder your ways,1s a Law which God (to ſhew 
he is in good carneft ) inculcates twice in the 
ſame Prophecy, Hagg, 1.5, 7. And for that the 
dream is doubled, it is becauſe the thing 3s eſta- 
blifhed by God, aid Joſeph to Pharach, Gen. ar, 
32. The ſame we may ſay of repeated Exhor- 
rations. And indced when the famous Ao/es 
bids the People, under this charge and care, to 
keep the Statutes and the. Commandments 
which God had graciouſly vouchſated them, 
that it might go well with them, and with their 
Children after them 3 the great Preparative he 
requires for this Religious frame, is Conſidera- 
tion, Dext. 4. 39. 40, as if without: this, all 
attempts of obedience were vain, and all endea- 
vours to {crve Gad in fpirit and truth, were no 
more but water ſpitt upon the ground, As if 
without this the Thunders -of Mount $74, the 
Voice of God, the Love wherewith he loved 
them; the Tenderneſs he ſhew'd them , the 
. Signs, the Wonders, the mighty Hand ,- the 
{tretched-out Arm, the great Terror God 
brought upon the Nations round about them, 
would be no motives to ſeriouſneſs. It was 

upon 
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upon the ſame account that St. Pay/, as quick- 
fighted as the other, peremptorily wls ine Ro» 
#4ns , that they would never practical. ap- 
prove that good, and acceptable, and pertett 
Will of God, without they were transform'd 
by the renewing of taeir mind, 7. e. made a now 
improvement of their mines by Conligeration. 
For Conſideration re-builds the Howie that's 
fallen to the ground, makes the mind new, re- 
moves old prejudices again{t a fcrious lite, and 
transforms the judgment into other thoughts 
and conceptions, carrics away tie rubbiſh which 
oppreiled the Sou), and leaves it nor ril] it be- 
comes a new Creature, Roxz. 12.2. What can 
St. Peter, 1 Pet, 1. 13. mean, when he preſjcs 
the Chriſtians of thoſe days, to gird ap the Joins 
of their minds, bur this great duty we Gil 
courſe of > Conſideration, 2s 1t 1s a convocati- 
on of our thoughts, ſo it ties and unites thoſe 
thoughts to the great object, the one thing ne- 
ceſlary, and, as it were, girds the Soul, that it 
may keep within the rules of the Word of God, 
and may not run out into ftrange defires, or 
inordinate ai} crions, butbe morc expedite and 
nimble in her Travels in the Land of Promiſe 
The truth 1s, from the mind, as from Awro:'s 
Head, the precious Ointment runs down to i126 
Skirts of our Garments. From that Viciuniain 
of Zin deſcends tnis dew of Fermeory, tot there 
the Lord commands the Bleftng, cvin Lim ior 
evermore.. From that holy Hill roll down aj] 
thoſe drops of Goid, that enzich the immortal 


PR X 
as oY x « oP 

. \ > * 
0 hf I 33 J 


66 Lhe Great Law 


Soul), and from that Store-houſe comes all the 
plenty, that makes rational Creatures happy. 
This is the great Wheel, which ſets the leſler 
Orbs a going, and if it be once impregnated 
with principles of goodneſs and ſeriouſneſs, and 
theſe enlarg'd and ſpread by Conſideration, the 
will and the affeQtions will ſoon be perſuaded 
to follow that Star, till it brings them to Beth. 
Jehexr, the Houſe of Mercy. In our civil affairs, 
it's the mind muſt firſt be fully perſuaded either 
of the neceſſity, or conveniency, or danger, or 
advantage of things, before any wile reſolutt- 
on can be taken; and we may juſtly conclude, 
that in Spiritual concerns, men begin at the 
wrong end, if they do not ſeaſon their minds 
with ſuch refleCtions, as may make a deep im- 
preſſion on the will and affe&ions. For that 
theſe may reſolve to follow God, and may be 
raviſh'd with his love, and apply themſelves to 
his ways, and may hate every falſe path, and 
- deteſt their former exorbitances and deyiations, 


we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe there muſt be ſome 


Spring to feed them, which Spring can be no- 
thing elſe but Confideration. Andas in fin, it's 
the mind tnat firſt repreſents the unlawful plea- 
ſure of it to the ſinner, and this inflames his af- 
fections ; This imbibes the ſubtle Poyſon, and 
{ſpreads 1t through the grofler parts, and ſecretly 
conveys it to all the Vital Spirits, till the whole 
Head doth ake, and the whole Heart grows ſick. 
$0 1n its Antidote, or Cure, it's the mind that 
mult be chafed with Arguments, which may 
rendep, 
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render the ſin deteſtable, odious, and prejudi® 
cial to Soul and Body; and this will {oon put 
the afieftions into a holy rage to ſecure God's 
favour - Which was the reaſon, no doubt, why 
that Father left his Eſtate and Money to hisSon, 


, With this condition, that he ſhould every day 


think a quarter of an hour; becauſe he knew 
that would at laſt, by the Grace of God, work 
upon the Will, and engage the affef&ions to em- 
brace a nobler object. | 

And becauſe the more obje&ts, the more 
flowers this Conſideration feeds upon, the more 
effeCtual it is, and the greater ſeriouſneſs it pro- 
duces, and the more ſ1gnal change it works 
the Holy Ghoſt therefore, in order to this end, 
particulariſes ſeveral things, and commandsthem 
to be taken in, as promoters of this excellent 
work. Hence it is, that we are ſometimes call'd 
upon to conſider our Jatter end, Det. 32.29. 
Becauſe the man, that thinks much of his death, 
is moſt likely to dieto the vanities of the World, 


and to value thoſe things at a very low rate, 


which when he comes to die, can give him no 
ſolid ſatisfaction. Sometimes the worksof God, 
Eccleſ. 7. 13. becauſe retlefting on their Beauty, 
Excellency, and the Wiſdom of God, that 
{hines in them, will oblige us to admire him 
whoſe hand hath made all this, and to pay him 
that reſpe& and reverence, which ſuch tran- 
ſcendent Goodneſs challengeth. Sometimes the 
Lillies of the Field, 24at.6.28. that theſe dumb 
Creatures may lead us to a ſpotleſs innocence, 
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and enflame our hearts with a holy ambition to 
be one of thoſe that ſhall walk with the Son of 
' God in White. Sometimes the laſt Judgment, 
or the great account men muſt give ot - their 
works, whether they have been good, or whe- 
ther they have been evil, Pſal. 50. 22. for this 
will fright a man away from himſelf, make him 
fght againſt his Luſts, and walk by Kule, and 
preſcribe limits to: his unruly paſſions. Some- 
times the teſtimonies of God, the ſweetneſs, 
beauty, pertection, worth and excellency of 
them, Pſal. 119. 95. becauſe they are fo agree- 
able to the truth imprinted on our minds, fo ſu- 
tableto the notions of God written on the ta- 
bles of our hearts, that we cannot but cloſe 
with them, and take them for our heritage for 
ever. Sometimes the future reward that God 
hath premiſed to them that fearhim, 2 77-2 2.7. 
becauſeif our Souls be not judicially ſtupified, 


- 


and in the Pſalmiſt's phraſe, as fat as greaſe, this 


will attract them into abſtinence from worldly 
Luſts, which war againſt the Soul. Sometimes 
the holy Life, Example, and Chriſtian conſtan- 
cy and magnanimity of Chriſt Jeſus, Heb, 12. 3. 
becauſe Examples naturally enliven and encou- 
Tage the Soul to imitation and fo great a pat- 
tern at once infuſes, and commands inclinati- 
ons to follow it. Sometimes God's correftion 
and chaſtiſement, together with our ſins, Hab. 
2.15. becauſetheſerepreſented to the mind will 
ſhew us our ingratitude, and how much we are 
to blame, that God's favour hath made- no 
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kindlier impreſſions upon us, and how neceſſa- 
ry it is to make haſte, and remove the curſed 
thing that 1s in the midſt of us, that we donot 
looſe our Crown. And all, becauſe the more 
Candles there are lighted, and ſer up, the brigh- 
. ter the Room will be, and the better the Soul 
will diſcover her ſpots and errors, and conſe- 
quently the greater will be her earneſtnels to 
wipe them away, and remove them. 

Nay, of that neceſſity doth rhe Holy Ghoſt 
make this Conſideration, that it ſeems, God 
( ſuch a Lover he 1s of the happineſs of Mankind ) 
15 not at.eaſe without it. -He1s forc'd, as it 
were, totake humane paſſions upon him, to ex- 
preſs his diſpleaſure againſt the negle& of this 
ſovereign Medicine, He ſeems diſconſolate, if 
Men ſlight this Balm, this Water of Life, this 
Eye-ſalve. -He calls to Heaven and Earth to 
mourn with him, becauſe his People will not 
conlider what they are a doing, and whither 
they are going, and what will become of them, 
Eſa, 1. 3. He ſeems griev'd and dejeGed, be- 
cauſe they conſider not the operations of his 
hands, and what noble Beings he hath given 
them, how he hath made all things ſubſervient 
to them, on purpole that they might ſerve him 
and adorned the World with that grear variety 
of Creatures for their benefit and uſe, that they 
might have the greater encouragement to offer 
up their Souls, and Bodtes, as living Sacrifices 
to his Honour and Glory. How he hath made 
them but a little lower than the Angels, crown'd 
| . them 
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them with Glory and Honour, and infus'd Souls 
into them capable of living for ever, under the 
Beatifical Viſion and Preſence of Almighty God, 
Eſa. 5 12. He ſeems to droop; and he that is 
eternally happy in himſelf, takes on, as if his 
happineſs, his joy, his ſatisfaction were inter- 
rupted, becauſe men conſider not, that he re- 
members all their Impieties;z that he ſits on the 
Battlements of Heaven, and beholds all ; that 
there is not any Creature that is not manifeſt 
in his ſight, and that all things are naked and 
open unto the eyes of him with whom they 
have to do, Hof. 7. 2. 

Indeed God is reſolved to deal with usas with 
rational Creatures, not as with Brutes and En- 
gines3 as with free Agents, not as with Ma- 
chines, and works of mens hands; and that's 
the reaſon why he is ſo earneſt for this Duty. 
Without all peradventure, God could force 
Men 1nto ſeriouſneſs; and he that commanded 
Light out of Darkneſs, might take the finner 
up in his Arms, and carry him, even againſt his 
Will, into that Banqueting-houſe, the Banner 
whereof is Love 3 and might ſet mens Souls, as 
the Workman doth his Clock, that they ſhould 
not fail of running the Race which is ſet before 
them. But then, what would our Reaſon ſig- 
nifie ? Why ſhould he make us capable of be- 
ing wrought upon by Arguments and Moral 
Perfuaſions > Why hath he given us faculties to 
diſcourſe pro and coz of things, and to argue,and 
dcbate the caſe with our felves? why hy 
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he given usa Rule to try our actions by, and 
power to judge whatis good, and what 1s evil ; 
what can be ſaid for the one, and what can be 
pleaded for the other; which Arguments are 
{tronger,and whichare weaker 3 which are pon- 
derous, and whichare of no value, 

If God do nothing in vain, what can we ima- 
vine that this power of Conſideration is given 
for? He that makes a curious Veſlel of Gold, 
doth not intend it for a Trough or Waſhing- 
Tub, He that enamels a Ring, doth not 1n- 
tend to throw it upon a Dung-hill. He that 
builds a Houſe, doth not intend it for a habita- 
tion of Owls, and Ravens, and Birds of prey. 
He that plants a rich and kindly Fruit-tree, doth 
not intend it for Timber in a Hogſty. He that 
makes a rich Carpet, doth not intend it for 
Diſh-clouts. And ſhall I think God more im- 
prudent than Man ? Shall I imagine that God 
hath leſs fore-ſight with him than duſt and aſhes? 
Truly, if a Philoſopher were to draw Conclus 
fions from mens ations, and their dealings with 
the Almighty , he could gather no leſs from 
what they do, than that they imagine God to 
be more bruitiſh than the moſt carnal Wretch 
| living, who never ſcrapes for Gold, or toils for 
Riches to buy Pins, or Childrens Marbles with 
it; for they believe, that God hath given them 
a finer Spirit, than irrational Creatures have, 
and yet employ that Spirit to no higher uſes 
than Beaſts do their natural inſtindt. Shall God 
give me an exalted Soul that can cat Angels 
food, 
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food, and ſhall I with Nebzchadnezgar, turn it 
out to Graſs ? Shall he plant in me an ability 
and a power of Conlideration, and intend it 
for no higher uſe, than to teach and inſtruct me 
how to rake a little dung together, how to feed 
a poor corruptible body tor the Grave, and how 
'to wallow with the Swine 1n the Mire. He that 
can have ſuch low thoughts of God, deſerves 
to be baniſh'd from all humane focicty, and to 
dwell with Beaſts of the Wildernels, muſt 
'make God the authour of Confalfon, ignorant 
of the commoiiWrineciples of Prudence, and 
Tefs ſagacious than ſome Animals, which conſci- 
ous of the nobleneſs of their nature ſcorn to 
'debaſe it to the diſorder, and naſtinels of the 
meaner Cattle, and what 1s this but to let in 
Atheiſm, while we profeſs our ſelves tobe Chri- 
ftians? God could not beftow this power on 
me in vain, and if not in vam, 1t ought moſt 
certainly to be employ'd on things of the great- 
eft concernment 3 and what things are there 
of greater concernment, than turning from the 
-power of Satan unto God, and laying up trea- 
fares there, where the Moth cannot corrupt, 
and where Thieves cannot break through and 
ſteal. | 
Nay, why ſhould God aflure the finner, that 
his impenitence ſhall be puniſh'd with everlaſt- 
Ing deſtruftion , but that he would have him 
make uſe of his reaſon, and conſider the truth 
an] importance of this threatning, the uncer- 
tainty of his own life, and how fin will certain- 
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ly harden him, if he doth not turn with all 
ſpeed, and how ſoon ruine and deſtiuction may 
ſeize on him, and how dear his plealures may 
colt him, and how feartul it will be to fall in- 
to the hands of an angry God, whoſe patience 
hath been abuſed, whoſe words have becn 
icoin'd, whoſe Thunderbolts have been laugh'd 
at, and whoſe Compaſlton hath been look'd up- 
on only as a ſhift or trick to enſnare men into 
rigorous feverity. 

Lord God! I am not bereft of my reaſon, 
when [I hear the Supreme Governour of Heaven 
and Earth threaten me; when I hear him, who 
{its on the Circle of the Earth, denounce wrath 
and indignation againſt me, I have a tongue in 
my Kead, and can enquire of Men wiler than 
my {clt, whether this be reajly the threatning 
of God or no? and whether the oreat Creator, 
when he threatens thus, be 1n govd earneſt or 
no 2 When the threarming was pronounced, 
where dclivered, what perſons are concerned In, 
1t,upon what condition the threatning proceeds, 
whether that conaition be in me, whether [ 
come under that judgment, - whether I have 
cauſe to be afraid, and whar itts, that may juit- 
ly move me tobe ſo. | have eyes to read, whe- 
there there be a miſtake 1n ſuch Comminations 
or no? ] have a reflexive power within me; 
which enables me to determine, when two ways 
are betore me. which of them 1s ſatclt ro be ta- 
ken, and whether the reaſons for my turning 
from my evil :ways be {iropger , than thoſe 
ILOt I which 
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which would difluade me from it ? I have rea- 
ſon to ponder, how many thouſands have, with 
ſhifts, and excuſes, and delays, been the cauſe 
of- their own ruine 3 and I have power to re- 
Het, how that if I am guilty of the ſame folly, 
I ſball ſhortly be wrapt up in the ſame calamity 
with them; and what poor, what inconſidera- 
ble comfort it will be, to find thoſe men compa- 
nions in eternal mifery and calamity, that have 
been formerly companions to me in fin, and of- 
fending God. | I have reaſon and power ſeri- 
ouſly to debate, whether there be a future 


zudgment or no, and with very little trouble 


may fatisfie my ſelf, that things are fo, as the 
Goſpel repreſents them, and that there is no 
jeſting with edg'd Tools. I have power to re- 
fle&, that if there were no more but a poſffibi- 
lity of eternal Torments, if we could ſtrain the 
Notion no higher than to a az be, it would be- 
come a wiſe man to prepare for the worſt, and 
to endeavour to be on the ſure fide of the hedg. 
Andhaving reaſon to conſider all this, power 
to weigh and ponder all this, and fo to ponder 
| it, that my underſtanding thus poſleſs'd, may 

prevail with my will and affections, to reſolve 
for contempt of fin and of the World, I muſt 
neceſſarily conclude, that God expetts I ſhould 
proceed, and come to that ſpiritual life this 
way. To have ſuch a power, and to let it 
continue in an unative ſtate, to let it lie dor- 
mant, and ſpend, and conſume it ſelf, and like 


a ſickly perſon, whoſe ſtomach nauſcates the 
; whole- 
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wholefome food, the curious hand hath dreſſed, 
to let it grow cold, and infipid, muſt needs be 
a great injury to the God that gave it, and in- 
tended it ſhould be actuated, and exerciſed, as 
are the other faculties, and ſo great an unfaith- 

fulneſs to our ſelves, tht in doing fo we grow 
ſtrangers to ſelt-love, and become our own 
greateſt enemies. And let no man tel] me here, 
that this is to make man independant from 
God, and to aſſert, that men may convert. 
themſelves, and change their own hearts, and 
give themſelves that repentance and faith, which 
the Scriptureevery way aflerts to be the gift of 
God : For God's Power and Glory is fo far 
from receiving any prejudice by this Dodtrine, 
that I knownothing can adyance and promote 
it more than this aſſertion. It's confeſs'd, that 
Converſion 41s the work of God, but then he 
expetQts I ſhould do my part, and work accord- 
ing to the power he hath given me,and improve 


3 the Talents he hath already beſtow'd upon me, 
S and trade with them, and makeuſe of thefacul- 


ties I have, and exerciſe them as much as I can, 
in order to a ſerious change of life 3 and in the - 
uſe of ſuch means God will be found, as we ſee 
. in Cornelizs, AFs 10. 4 And his holy Spirit 
ſhall come down, and make the work effeCtual, 
and bleſs thoſe honeſt endeavours with Grace 
and Mercy, and make the Wheels go merrily, 
which went but heavy before; and turn that 
piety, which proceeded from fear of Hell be- 
fore, into a fincere love to God, and to the 
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beauty” of: Holinefs, and make that obedience 
univerſal which was but partial, and by halves 
before, and that's a kindly converſion. To in- 
dulge our felves in lazineſs and 1dleneſs, and 
wearineſs of God's ſervice, upon pretence that 
we muſt wait God's time, and ſtay till God 1s 
pleaſed to work upon our hearts, 1s no better 
. than mocking of God. And a man, that's fal- 
len into the Water may as well cry, that there 
he will lie, till God by an Angel from Heaven 
drags him out 3 as a finner, that 1s loth to give | 
over linning, pretend that he can do nothing, 
till God by ſome powerful charm leads him our 
of that Captivity. As well may we forbear 
working, and expect Providence will maintain 
us, as it did Elijah by the Ravens, as forbear 
ſtrugling and ſtriving to get out of the ſnares . 
of Sin, - till Chriſt by a Voice from Heaven calls 
to us, as he did to Saul, Man, man, why per- 
ſecuteſt thou me ? For God, who hath protelt- 
ed, that he'll caſt out none that will but come 
to him, and never left himſelf without wit- 
neſs, -andis engag d by promiſe to be a reward- 
er to them that dilegently ſeek him, hath-no 
wherein his Word promis'd to work upon our: 
hearts, except we will uſe fuch.meansas he hath 
given ns power to makeuſe of in order to Con- 
verſion 3 and he that Jet's the power God hath _ 
given him for this uſe, lie dead, doth but im- 
bezle . the Gift of God, -and: with' that unpro- 
fitable ſervant, lays up his Ponnd in a' Napkin, 
and conſequently can expe&- no: other _ 
od than 
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than was return'd tohim, Out of thize own month 
will I judge thee, thou wicked ſervant : thou knew- 
of that 1 was an anſtere man, taking up that 1 
aid not down, and reaping that 1 did not ſow. 
Wherefore then gaveſt not thou my money into the 
bank, that at my coming IT might have required 
amine own with uſury £ Therefore take from hine 
the pound, and give it to himthat hath ten: pounds, 
And as for thoſe mine enemies that would not that 
T ſhould reign over them, ( and it feems, fuch are 
all thoſe that will notimprove thoſepowers God 
hath given them, eſpecially this of Confider- 
ation, in order to be reclaim'd from the error 
of their ways) bring them: hither, and ſlay thent 
before me, Luke 19. 22. 28, BY; 
- Andindeed, he that can fit down and conſider 
what lofles may befall him, what miſchief may 
happen to him, if he keeps company with a 
turbulent quarrelfome man, and thereupon fhuns 
his ſociety, He that. can conſider, what terrour. 
it will ſtrikeintohim,ifhe liein a haunted Cham- 
ber, how it will diſcompoſe him, how it will 
break his reſt, what ſickneſs it may bring upon 
him; and what cold ſweats the fight of a Ghoſt 
will caſt him into, and therenpon will not be 
perſuaded, to take np his Lodging there, will 
find in the laſt day, that he might as well have 
fate down and confider'd, what evil a fiufal lite: 
would bring upon him. His reaſon, to be ſure, 
13 capable of taking the one into Conſideration 
as well as the other 3 and he that believes he hath 


& Soul,maft be ſuppoſed able tothink of dangers 
G that 
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that may befall his Soul : and ſince Conſider- 
ation 1s that which repreſents all dangers in very 
lively. colours, and by that means affteCts, and 
makes impreſſions upon the whole man, there 
is no perſon but may ſafely expe&t God's bleſſing 
upon ſuch Conſiderations,not upon the account 
of merit, but becauſe God hath moſt freely, 
and moſt graciouſly promis'd his aſfiſtance, where 
men ſhew their willingneſs #o work in his Vine- 
yard, For God in this caſe deals with men , as 
a Maſter with his ſervants, who if they Husband 
a little farm well, is content to let them, un- 
dertakea greater, and encourages their induſtry 
by larger conceſſions. - 

And that's the reaſon why Converſion in Scrip= 
ture 1s fometimes attributed to man, and ſome- 
times to the Father of lights, from whom every 
good and perfe# gift deſcends 5, and why we read 
in the fame Prophet, Make your ſelves a new heart 
and a new ſpirit, Ezek. 18. 31. And 1 the Lord 
_ will give yor a new heart, and a new ſpirit will T 
pat within you, Ezek, 36. 26. Becauſe God ex- 
petts the-finner ſhould take his ways, and pre- 
poſterous attions;. and the danger which hangs 
over. his head, into. krious Conſideration, re- 
preſent the: odiouſneſs, and difingenuity, and: 
unreaſonableneſsof his fin to his mind, and:muſe 
upon that endleſs happineſs he may arrive to , 
weigh the comforts and confolations he may en- 
joy on this fide Heaven, -and God will enconr- 
age him, gather' the Lambs with his arms, and 
carry them in his. boſom, 3, e. proſper thoſetin-: 
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cere endeavours, and water them with the dew 
of his benediQtion, till the byaſs of the Soul 
is charng'd, and 'turned towards Heaven. So 
trueis that ſaying of Chriſt Math. 24. 29, To him, 
that hath i. e. who improves the ſtock of grace, 
providence hath already conferr'd on him, ſha 
be given, and he ſhall have more abundant , but 
from him that hath not ſhall be taken away even 
that which he hath. 
| Conſideration is the Bed where the incorrup- 
tible Seed is ſown, and onthe ground thus pre- 
pared, the Sun ot Righteouſnets doth ſhine, and 
by his warmth produces 1n the Soul a// manner 
of pleaſant fruits, Cant. 7, 13. Confideration , 
like the Pool of Betheſda, draws the great Angel 
of the Covenant down, who ſtirs the Poo], and 
on it a healing virtue, and i7mediately the 
lind receive their ſight , and the lame walk, and 
the lepers are cleanſed, and the dead are raiſed 
up. Matth. 11.5. | 
That God hath ſometimes by miraculous means 
converted, and turn'd men from their irreligt- 
ouſneſsand contempt of holiteſs, wedo not de- 
ny ; but though theſe miracles might be the oc- 
cafion'\of their Reformation, it was ſtil] Con- 
fideration that digeſted theſe miraculous Pro- 
vidences, and engaged thefe men toenquire what 
they meant, and Þr what end they were ſent, 


and how they ſhould eſcape if they negle&ed 
ſo great a falvation.* Ir was this made them ar- 
gue, that as theſe Calls were great, and full of 
wonder, fo they challeng'd entertainment = 
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ſubmiſſion anſwerable to ſo great a mercy. Te 
was this made them fee the love of God, and 
wonder whence it ſhould be, that God ſhould 
over-look ſo many thouſands, and knock at their 
ogatesz paſs by Palaces, and be content to take 
up his reſt in their poor habitations. It was 
this made them ponder, that after ſuch Admo- 
nitions and Exhortations from Heaven, there 
was no ſtanding (till, and that contempt of ſuch 
extraordinary Providences, muſt needs fall ye- 
ry heavy on the Soul one day , and fink it in- 
to the nethermoſt Hell; upon which Confider- 
ations and Expoſtulations, they reſoly'd to cloſe 
with Chriſt, and with the terms of the Goſpel. 
Miracles not improved by Conſideration would 
make but littleimpreſſion on the heart, like the 
ſeed that fell upon the rock, piety might ſud- 
denly ſpring up, but for want of root would 
ſoon wither away. Conſideration is that, which 
affets the Soul with them, makes it concerned, 
cryes, be gone,and aſtoniſhes into Reformation. 
Hence it was, that the Fews who conſidered not 
Gods defign in the Miracles they ſaw, remained 
as obſtinate, as ever, whereas had they by Con- 
ſideration diyed into the care God took to con- 
vince them, there would not have been greater 
Saints under the cope of Heayen, 

But all this will more fully appear, if we can 
prove, That without Conſideration, Conver- 
ſion, or Reformation of life cannot but be coun- 
terfeit 5 Converſion being a change of the whole 
man, and loving God better than the World, 
or minding Heaven more than Earth, an;im- 
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mortal Soul more than a frail dying Body, 
there can nothing be imagin'd, under God, more 
likely to prevent our being deceiv'd with a form 
of godlineſs, than Conſideration 5 That the 
Devil very ordinarly transforms himſelf into 
an Angel of light, and impoſes upon our minds 
by ſhadows of virtues, as It is his intereſt, ſo 
It is a thing as common as our yielding to temp- 
tations of that nature. Daily experience is a 
ſufficient witneſs, how men deceive themſelves 
with a varniſh and paint of Piety, and flatter 
themſelves, that they are ordain'd to eternal 
life, and in a way to thoſe Regions of Bliſs when 
they are not. Becauſe they acknowledge and 
profeſs, that God is infinite, perfect, glorious, 
and the Supreme Governor of the World, and 
that in him we live, and breathe, and have our 
being 3 and that it's he that rules the great wheel 
of Providence, they conclude they love him 
better than their riches or pleaſures here, when 
they. do nothing leſs, indeed no more but what 
Parrots may do, which being taught, can repeat 
the ſame words, and be never the nearer that 
wiſdom which makes men wiſe unto ſalvation. 
We ſee how men, becauſe they have no incli- 
nation to ſome groſsnotorious fins that othermen 
are guilty of, are apt to conclude, that they 
mortihie their luſts, and- put off the works of 
darkneſs, walking ſoberly as in the day time 3 
and becauſe they frequent the Temple of the 
Lord, they are preſently true hearers of the 


Word, We ce how the Harlot Prov. 7, 14. 
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becauſe ſhe hath paid her Vowes,and hath peace 
Offerings with her, perſuades herſelf, that ſhe 
is a great proficient in Religion,and the Phariſee 
did not think himlelf a quarter fo bad as the 
Publican, becauſe he paid Tithes of all he had, 
and was no Extortioner,or Adulterer. Becauſe 
ſuch a man 1s not drunk every day, but is ſober 
now and then, he believes himſelf to be a very 
temperate man. Another, becauſe he dorhnor 
cheat ſo notoriouſly as his Neighbours, concludes 
he is juſt, honeſt, upright,and fair in his dealings. 
Another, becauſe he works hard 1n his Calling, 
and doth no body wrong, fancies he doth all that's 
fit for a Chriſtian todo. Another, becauſe he hath 
ſometimes a good thought of God, and can ſend 
up a ſhort ejaculation to Heaven,is very confident 
he meditates and contemplates the Almighty, An- 
other, becauſe he hath ſome faint breathings after 
him, knows nothing to the contrary,but he is as 
zealous for God's glory, as any of his acquain- 
tance can be. Another, becauſe he hath now 
and then a melancholy thought of his ſins, and 
confeſles them to Almighty. God, concludes he 
doth repent as well as the belt; and becauſe 
he often wiſhes for ſalvation, and hath a good 
opinion of holineſs and goodneſs, he doubts not 
but he is made partaker of the Divine Nature, 
..'That theſe are Cheats and Deluſions, is evi- 
dent to any rational man. If a Mountebancks 
giving you common ſand for pouder of Pearls,or 
2 Tradeſman's ſelling yay Cider for Wize, or a 
Merchants ſending you-earthen ware, ſuch ag 
is made in Europe, for Ching, be a cheat, then 

a certainly 
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of Conſideration, 83 
certainly theſe are cheats, and the greater cheats, 
becauſe they are in matters of greater value. The: 
Goſpel doth not offer Heaven on theſe terms, 
and 1t 1s not partial, bur univerſal obedience that 
Chriſt requires of his followers. Heis reſolved 
Heaven ſhall coft them more than theſe little 
ſervices come to, and they ſhall not impoſe up- 
on God, howeyer they may deceive themſelves, 
But then, how ſhall theſe or any other Cheats 
be diſcover'd and avoided, but by Conlidera- 
tion? ... True Converſion confiſts1n refiſting and 

conquering ſuch Delufions, but how ſhall they 
be refiſted, if they be not known ? how ſhall 
they. be known, if men conlider not whether 
the courſe they take, be either agreeable to the 
way God hath preſcribed,or like to bring them 
to that happineſs they aim at? _ 

It's Confideration muſt manifeſt which is God, 
and which is the C/ozud; which is Gold,and which 
is but Gzz/t; which are the Waters of Jordaz, 
and which are the Rivers of Damaſcus; which 
is the Corn, and. which are the Taresz which 
are the fiery Tongnes , .and which is the Glow- 
worm light; whichare Jacob's hands, and which 
are the. hands of Eſa. 

Thereare not a few fins which look very much 
like virtues 3 complying with mens Impieties 
looks ſo like Humility , Abſolox's hypocrily fo 
like humanity , and civility, Joabs treachery 
ſo like friendſhip and candour, S;#207 Magas his 
falſhood ſo like true believing, Judas his cove- 
touſneſs ſo like care of the poor, Flattery ſo 
G 4 like 
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like that Charity which bears all things, and 
hopes all: things, and believes all things, and 
endures all things ; reviling again when we are 
reyil'd, ſolike doing juſtice; worldly-minded- 
neſs, ſo like providing for our Families ; lyin 
for profits ſake, ſo like a work of neceſlity an 
ſelf-preſervationz and bearing a grudge to him 
that hath offended us, without diſcovering it 
in our a&ions, ſo like curbing our paſſions, that 
few men will think themſelves concern'd to part 
with them, except they conſider which is the 
pure, and which theſophiſticate metal. 

How like ſaving knowledge doth that know- 
ledge of God look, whick puffs up the Soul, 
and tempts men to deſpiſe others that are not 
arriv'd to the ſame meaſure, of the ſtature of 
the fulneſs of Chriſt 2 There is no diſtinguiſh- 
ing of them, but by the effefts, and how ſhall 
the effe&s be diſcriminated, but by Conſider- 
ation. I cannot ayoid being deceiv'd, if Ido 
not fit down and refle&; Lord! I pretend to 
knowledge of the Croſs of Chriſt, but doth 
this knowledge make me humble and vile in 
mine own eyes? Doth it diſcover to me my 
ſpiritual poverty, and make me prefer others 
before my ſelf > Doth it make me prize Chriſt 


above all? and doth it engage me #o cont all 


things droſs and dung, for the excellency of the 
knowledge of Chriſt 2 Doth it make me ſtand un- 
der the Croſs of Chriſt, and breath and pant 
after his precious blood, like a man truly 'ſen- 
fible both of the worth and want of it? Doth 
it 
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it produce that mind in ne, which was in Chriſt 
Jeſua? Doth it fill me with holy ardors to be 
made partaker of his holineſs ? Doth it make 
me wonder at the myſtery, and glory in that 
which to the Jews is a ſtumbling block and 
to the Greeks fooliſhneſs? Doſt thou feel this, 
O my Soul 2 How happy art thou, if thou art 
ſenſible of theſe operations ? Do not deceive 
thy ſelf, doth not this knowledge thou pre- 
tendeſt to, make thee ſecure and careleſs > Doth 
it not make thee fit down contented without 
+ thelife of Religion? Doth it not perſuade thee 
to believe that thou art a Chriſtian, though 
thou doſt not imitate Chriſt in his holy life and 
converſation 2 Does it not make thee proud 
and ſfelf-conceited, and think more highly of 
thy ſelf than thou oughteſt to think; and, like 

the Phariſees, look between anger and ſcorn on. ' 
thoſe that know not the Law ; if ſo, how is the 
knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus in thee? 

The fame may he ſaid of Faith 3 it's Conſt- 
deration muſt ſeparate it from preſumption, and 
fatisfie me whether it be of the true Eaglekind 
or no; it's impoſſible to know whether my Faith 
be of the right ſtamp or no, without I make 
ſuch inquiſition as this. Faith is a gift or fruit 
of the Spirit, which I am apt to believe God 
hath bleſs'd and enrich'd my Soul withall, and 
I thank him that I am not born an Heathen or 
Infidel. But what power hath my Faith upon 
my Afﬀettions > Doth it purifie my heart, and 
frive away thoſe luſts that have taken up their 

| | xelidence 
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right hand, and pull out my right eye,. ghen 
they do offend me? Doth it make me live like 
a perſon that believes the Omniprefence and 
Omniſcience of God? Doth it make me with 
Abrahamready to offer up mine onely Son, Sins 
as dear to me, as the darling fruit of my body? 
Is it of that force-in my Soul, that it makes 
me go contrary to mine inclinations, and obey 
God, though I am indanger of looſing my place, 
and Office? Doth it make me do' the truth, 
as well as give aſſent to it? Doth it make me 
cautious _ afraid of offending that God whom 
I believe to: be of purer eyes than to behgld in- 
1quity 2 Doth it make me embrace Chriſt, both 
as my Redeemer and Govyernour, both as my 
Saviour and my King ? Doth- it [elevate my 
thoughts,and make me ſtudy how I ſhall advance 
God's glory, and do much good-in my genera- 
tion? Doth it rouze my Soul from her ſlumber, 
and make me look and a& like one concern'd 
and touch'd with a ſenſe of another lite? Doth 
it work. by love? And doth it drive me to give 
God my deareſt and tendereft love? Doth it 
work by charity taq, by good works? And doth 
it make me caſt my Bread npon the water, give 
away freely and chearfully, though I have no 
proſpect, and ſee no probability. of. a recom- 
pence here on earth ? Doth it make me deſpiſe 
the World, and overcome it, and uſe it onely 
as my ſervant, while Gpd alone is my Maſter ? 
Doth it make me- reſiſt the Devil, and grapple 
| 3 wit 


reſidence there ?.Doth it make- me cut off my 
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of Conſideration. 7g 
with powers and principalities, with the rulers of 
darkneſs, and with ſpiritual wickedneſſes in high 
places © Epheſ. 6. 12 Doth it make me pray 
with fervency and importunity 2 Dothit tran- 
{ſport my Soul into raviſhments upon the fight 
of yonder glorious things, God hath laid up 
and prepared for thoſe that love him?. Doth 
it make me rejoyce 1n that Saviour I have not 
ſeen, with joy unſpeakable and full of glory? 
Doth it infuſe boldneſs, and courage into my 
Soul to ſtand up for Gad, when I either hear 
his name profaned, or ſee his creatures. fearful- 
ly abuſed ? Daoth it make me with Phizees run 
in, and Stem the ſtrong,current of 1niquity,and 
with Paul and Barnabas angry at the improper 
honour, :men are going to offer me ? Does it 
make me truſt God in adverfity, even then when 
the Fig-tree doth not bloſſom, when there is no fruit 
in the Vine, when the labour of the Olive fails, 
and the Field does yield no meat ; when the Flock 
#s cut off from the Fold, and when there are no 
Herds in the Stalls. Hab 3. 17. Doth it make 
me take natice of God's gracious Dealings and 
Providences, and admice God's: Wiſdom and 
Greatneſs, and Power,, and Goodneſs. in all ? 
Doth it make me prize the Promiſes of the Gol- 
pel above all riches, :and doth it make me wil- 
ling to ſuffer for Chriſt > Rejoyce, O:my Soul, 


| If Faith hath thus warm'd thy heart, and if thou 


findeſt theſe foatſteps of God within thee! Theſe 


are ornaments fit far thee to appear in betore 
the great Tribunal, Qa the ather ſide, what 


caſe, 
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eaſe, what quiet canſt thou enjoy, if thy faith 
be dead, and dull, and unactive; if it doth not 
touch thy tongue with a Coal from the Altar, 


and doth not make thee break forth into Cele- 


brations, and admiration of the heighth, and 
breadth, and length, and depth of the love of 
God? If thou feeleft no holy force to ſhake 
off every weight, and every fin which doth fo 
eaſily beſet thee, If thy faith does not make 
thee ſtand upon thy watch, and break through 
al! diſcouragements and oppoſitions, to obtain 
the end of thy faith, even thy falvation If it 
doth not make thy corruptions abate, and th 
extravagant deſires and paſſions fall, If it be fd 
faint, thatthy hands grow weak, and thy knees 
feeble, that thy graces an__ and thy good- 
neſs dwindles away; If thy ſins grow ſtrong 
under the ſhadow of it, and the rod of iniquity 
bloffoms, and beares fruits If it doth not chaſe 
Diſcontent in a great meaſare from thy thoughts, 
and doth not give thee bowels of compaſſion 
to Miniſters, to the Servants of God, to Chriſt's 
diſtreſſed Members, If it doth not drive thee 
into Heaven, into Contemplations of a glorious 
Eternity which ſhall make amends for all the 


loſſes, troubles, perils, miſeries, and difficulties | 


thou undergoeſt here, If it doth not makethee 
prefer Chriſt's honour and will, before the vain 
allurements of fleſh and blood , and the ſo- 
ciety of thoſe who delight in God, beforefami- 
liarity with the richeſt and greateſt, who caſt 


God's Laws behind them, It it works no patience 
in 
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of Cenſideration, 89 
in afflictions, no humility, no ſelfdenia},no meek” 
neſs under curſes, and injuries, and perſecutions, 
no courage to ſtand up for God, and for hisglo- 


' Ty, no delight in the word and ways of God, 


no ſincere endeavours to praQiſe what - thou 
heareſt, no reliſhin ſpiritual things, no holy re- 
venge upon thy corruptions, no indignation a- 
ry thy former ſins, no carefulneſs to pleaſe 

od, no vehementdeſires after him who is fairer 
than the children of men. | 

Faith thus conſider, if it be but a painted 
fire, will quickly betray it ſelf ; and Confider- 
ation will ſoon give an item to the ſinner, that 
this is no good foundation to build eternal ſal- 
vation on, This will blow away the chaft, and 
ſhew how little good corn there was in that 
rubbiſh. This will melt all the droſs and Tin 
away, and diſcover, how little of the purer 
mettle there was 1n the lnmp. This will make all 
the droffie part evaporate, and let you ſee 
whether there be any thing of ſubſtance atthe - 
bottom. In this manner we are oblig'd to pro- 
ceed in our prayers and ſupplications. Con- 
fideration muſt acquaint us, whether it be the 
deſires of our hearts, or the deſires of our lips 
only , that we offer nnto God; whether it 
adeepſenſe of our ſpiritual wants and neceſlities, 
and of the Greatneſs, Majeſty , Purity, Holt- 
neſs, Mercy, and Goodneſs of God that makes 
us pray, or Cuſtom, and Education, and Civility 
to ourunruly Conſciences ? 

So in our Diſtributions to the Neceſlities of 
others, 


+5 


others, Conſideration muſt acquaint us, whe. | th 
ther we give enough of no, whether we ful- © m1: 
fill the Rules, Chriſt and his Apoſtles have de- | de 
liver'd concerniog it, and whether it be vain- | M 
glory and the applauſe of men, 'that makes us | 87! 
both liberal,” and ſpeak of our liberality, or an £ #0 
honeſt defign to advance the glory of God, and, ſſ. #4 
the good of our Nerghbour ? Whether that 

which puts us upon giving be compaſiion, and | CE 
tendetrnels, or a.defire to be rid of the impor- | Ml 
unate petitioner?2whether it 1s our-yearning bows If 7N! 
els, or tear ot veing 11] ſpoken of by other men, |} 
that engages us to ſuch Offices of humatiity ? re: 

So in Faſting, Conſideration muſt acquaint bu 
us, whether it be the outward performance we th 
do regard more, than the inward frame of the I th 
Soul ? wnether it bea rea], ſincere reſolution | 2N 
to mortifie fin, that engages us to this ſeverity, | 10; 
or an intent of giving God fatisfation for the I Ie! 
affronts we haye offer'd him, and whether the 
auſterity makes fin truly bitter to us, and works 
an eternal deteſtation of it in our hearts; or 
whetheritdiſpoſes us to fall on afreſti,and tempts 
us upon the credit of that piece of Mortification, 
to venture into new firis and enotmities ? 

So in our zeal for God, Confideration muſt 
acquaint us, whether we are ttiore paſſionate in 
things, which concern the honour of God, than 
in promsting of our own intereſt ;- whether it 
be a zeal according unto knowledge, and kind- 
led by the Sun of Righteoufnes; or furious, and 
lighted by the flames of the burning Lake z _ 
ther 
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ther it be ſingularity, peeviſhneſs, ſpleen, and 
' malice, that makes 'us hot, or deliberate poh- 
dering of the affront, that's put on the Divine 

Majeſty. And whether we are zealous forthe 
greater as well as for the leſſer matters of the Law, 
for Tudgment, Faith, and Mercy, as well as for 
paying Tythe of Mint, and Cummin, and Aniſe?2 

Without Conſideration, our Souls muſt ne- 
ceſlarily remain under very great darkneſs and 
miſtakes,and conſequently run the hazard of be- 
ing cheated in the work of Converſion. How 
| ſhould theſe Cheats be diſcover'd but by our 
reaſon? How ſhall our reaſon judge of them, 
but by Conſideration ? For Confideration calls 
them to an account, lays them open, examines 
their riſe and progreſs,diſcoversthem to be drofs, 
and ſpies out the danger they involve the Soul 
in, and by that means works it into a faithful 
reſolution to take another courſe. 


CHAP' 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the various Impediments and Remora's of Cot 
ſideration. Men fancy greater difficulty ir't, 


than there is indeed. Are continually employ'd 


about ſenſual ObjeFs. Loth to part with their 
fins. Ignorant of the pleaſure of Conſideration: 
Kefle& upon the danger of loſing their unlaw- 

ful gain, Fear they ſhall fall into melantholy, 
. or go diſiraFed with ſo much ſeriouſneſs. Are 
of opinion , that Converſion , in that enſe the 
Scripture ſpeaks of it, is needleſs. ſtake 
the nature of Conſideration. Are diſcouraged 
by evil company. Negle& conſulting with Mi- 
7ifters about this neceſſary work, Deludethem- 
ſelves with the Notion of Chriſt's dying for the 
fins of the World. 


(Onſideration, a Duty ſo great, ſo noble, ſo 

neceſlary, one would think ſhould find 
futable entertainment with all men that pretend 
to reaſon, or wiſdom, or diſcretion 3 For in not 
giving it reſpe&,' and veneration, they call their 
own reaſon in queſtion, diſparage their wiſdom, 
and piye juſt occafion to their Neighbours to 


. ſuſpe&, that diſcretion is a flower, which never 


grew in their Garden, the Gueſt being fo bene- 


ficia), who can imagine to the contrary, but e- 


very man will ſpread open his doors, and oe 
| p 
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of Conſideration; 93 
it in? How ? Lock the gatesagainſta good An- 
gel 2 Keep out a Meilenger that brings glad tid- 
ings? Darken the Room that I may not ſee the 
Sun? Conſideration, that dire&s me, how I may 


. bea Friend of God, get room in his boſome, 


ſing with Angels, triumph with Seraphims, fit at 
the right hand of a glorified Redeemer, ſtand 
before the Throne of God, ſerve him day and 
night in his Temple, and be freed from all po- 
ſibility of {in and miſery, from all diſcontent 
and vexation of ſpirit! Is it poſhible a Meſlen- 
ger of that worth, and beauty, and excellency, 
can want alodping ? Is it poſlible it ſhould fare 
no better than the GREAT JESUS, be 
deſtitute of a place where to lay its head? Is it 
poſſible men ſhould deale with it as the inhabi- 
tants of Sodoy: did with the three heavenly 
Meſlengers, that enter'd into Lot's Houſe ? Quar- 
rel with it? abuſe it? offer violence to it? be 
angry atit's harmleſs language? ſhew their ſpleen 
againſt that, whoſe preſence preſeryes them from 
being conſumed 2 and which while it is among 
them, ſtays the hand of Heaven, the hand of the 
deſtroying Angel, that they periſh not ? Does 
not every man deſire to be. happy ? Did ever 
any man hate his own fleſh? Was ever any man 
in love with torment? Is it not every man's 
intereſt to ſtudy how to preventit? And then 
ſure, Confideration cannot bur have the love 
and embraces of all perſons, that do not zzake 
ſport with caſting fire-brands, and death, and ar- 
rows, Prov. 26. 18, 19. | F* 
H So 
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So an impartial ſerious man would think, yer 
to our grief and ſorrow we find, thatmen run 
away from it, as from the plague, and do as 
carefully avoid it, as they would do Ratsbane, 


me in the next place to enquire, what are the 
Remora's orImpediments that make men negle& 
this-Paxacea, and like mad Dogs, ſhun the water 
that would cure them, and (light the remedy 
that would infallibly recover them. Ir's natural 
for men to enquire into the reaſons of any de- 
cay. If a Tree do not thrive, if Flowers do 
wither in the Bud, if a Child do not grow, or 
if the Water of a River fails, the firſt thing we 
do, is, to enquire where the ſtop is, and what 
the cauſes of the defect are, and why things do 
not proſper according to expeCtation ? And he 
that hath a Vineyard in a very fruitful Hill, and 
fenccs 1t, and gathers the (tones out of it, and 
plants it with the choiceſt Vine, and builds a 
Tower in the midſt of it, and makes a Wine- 
preſs therein,may wellask the queſtion,WV/herefore 
when I looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, 
brought it forth wild grapes? Iſa. 5. 1, 2,3, 4.* 
The clogs and impediments of Conſideration 
are numberleſs, for indeed it's the Devils ſtudy 
and contrivance day and night, which way to 
preventit., Wherea perſon dares extricate him- 
felf trom the ſnares of ſenſe, and venture upon 
this work, the Enemy juſtly tears he ſhall loſe 
a Subje&t z and a Soul wil) be ſnatcht out of 
his clutches, and he ſhall not be able to ou 
the 


or Sublimate, or Night-ſhade. This will oblige | 
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the ſifiner in his Egypt, or hinder him from facri- 
ficing to the Lord his God. Hedreads this Land 
of Gofhen + and to ſee people walk that way, 
makes him fret and ſtorm. It grates upon his 
Spirits to behold a ſinner fet his face towards 
Feriſalem, he cannot endure toſee the Diſciples 
on mount Tabor ; An [/ack, that's going to me- 


; ditateis a Thorn.in hiseyes, and, being a Spirit 


that lives upon Ezvy, enjoys his malice, and finds 
his greateſt ſatisfaftion in deſtroying mens Souls; 
we rhuſt ſuppoſe he leaves no ſtone unturn'd, 
no ſtratagem untrid, ho means unattempted, to 
hinder men from a ſerious recolleion of their 
thoughts and imaginations. And no Husband- 
man can be ſuppoled to ſet more traps, or invent 
more pitfa]ls, or deviſe more ſhares for vcrmine 
and rapacious animals, then this Sophiſter lays 
to divert the ſtream of mens thoughts into a 
— of contemptible, and impertinent ov- 

Jects. | | 
There is ſuch beauty, ſuch loyelinefs in the 
ways of God, notwithſtanding the coarſe out- 
ſide, that ſhould a perſon, by ſerious Conſide- 
ration, be tempted to lift up the veil, and fee 
what 1s behind itz remove the Sackcloth and 
Aſhes, and takea view of that which is under- 
neath ; open the Iron gate, and behold the Gold 
within ; unlock the Cabinet, and ſeethe Jewels 
there ; he would moſt certainly be raviſh'd with 
the ſight, and not ſtay one hour longer 7» the 
Chambers of death, This the Devil knows 3 he 
is ſenſible, that Conſideration is a Tree of Life, 
- H 2 there» 
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therefore, left men put forth their . hands and 
take of the Tree, and eat and live for ever, we 
may rationally believe, he'll croſs their endea- 
vours to theuttermoſt; ſo that we may ſuppoſe 
as many impediments of Conſideration, as the 

- Devil can invent {tumbling-blocks to throwin 
the way tothis Duty : however let's take a view 
of ſome of the principal. | 


I. The fancied difficulty of it. I fay fancied, 
for there is not that hardſhip 1n't, men imagine. 
But ſuch . enemies are the generality of men to 
their own happineſs, that they will fancy dif- 
ficulties in things they are loth to do, and they 
therefore cry out, That they are hard, and not 
to be compaſled but with infinite deal of trouble, 
becauſe they would be excusd from the perfor- 
mance or praCtiſe of them. It's ordinary for 
School-boys to plead difficulty of the Task their 
Maſter ſets them, when they have a greater mind 
to play than to learn 3 much like So/o-zoz'sllpth- 
ful man, Prov. 26. 13. There 7s a Lion inthe way, 
there 3s a Lion in the ſirects, Vain man! there 
are no Lions but in his own brain, no conſi- 
 derable difficulties, but what are of his own ma- 
king. So here, men fancy, that this ſerious con- 
{ideration of their ways, is a thing which none 
but Scholars and men of Learning can reach, and 
none are obliged to mind but men of Letters, 
and ſuch as are bookiſh,and read much,and have 
large capacities, are men of great judgment, and 
can wholly give or dedicate themſclves bp this 
udy : 
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ſtudy : A conceit as falſe as God is true, and 
which we cannot refle&t upon without indig- 
nation. For commonexperiencerefutesit. The 
meaneſt Artificers that are, men that cannot read 
one word, ſervants of the lowelt form, the poor- 
eſt perſons alive, men whoſe fortune is as low 
as their learning,do arrive to this art, and there- 
fore that plea deſerves to be hiſfs'd at; what is 
done, may be done again, and if unlearned ig- 
norant illiterate men do very often make 
conſiderable progreſs 1n it, there is no doubt 
but the thing 1s poſſible and pradticable , 
and there wants nothing but willingneſs to maſt- 
ET It. | 

There 1s no man that's ſenſible, that' Gold is 
better than Glaſſes and Rattles, or that Pearls 
ought to be priz'd and valu'd more than Pebles 
There is no man that is capable of apprehend- 
ing, that three and three make fix, or can con- 
trive and plot, which way a dangerous Pond, 
or dreadful Fire may be avoided, but may con- 
ſider, whether the things the Sctipture ſpeaks 
of be true or no, whether the promiſes and 
threatnings of the Goſpel are things that be- 
long to him or no; whether he lives up tothe 
precepts of Chriſt or no, and what will be the 
confequence of his contempt of mercy,and what 
may bethe means of eſcaping the wrath to come, 
and whether an endleſs glory be not infinitely 
better, than a few hours Pageantry, and ever- 
laſting enjoyment more ſatisfaQtory than mo- 
| H 3 mentary 
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mentary- pleaſures, and. eternal reſt more de- 
ſirable than a tranſitory titillation 2 

What difficulty is there in this Conſideration, 
what Racks, what Precipices are there here, that 
muſt be ventur'd on to bring it about ? Ifeea 
whole ſtreet on fire, and am {truck into amaze- 
ment, and cannot I conlider how dreadful ever- 
laſting fire muſt be ? I can conſider, what a laſs 
It Was to Job to be deprived of his Sheep and 


Camels, and what is more, his Children,and laſt | 


of all of his health, and eaſe, and quiet, and 
cannot I conſider what a loſs it muſt be for me 
to looſe more,. then all this comes to? I con: 
fider, 1'ts worth fitting up late, and rifing ear- 
ly,and running up and down to get a livelihood; 
and cannot I conſider, how far more rational 
it is to ſweet, and toil, and labour for an ever- 
laſting inheritance? I can conſider with delight, 
how, much eaſe and content I ſhall enjoy when 
fuch an Eſtate I have the reverſion of doth fall ; 
and cannot I confider how happy thoſe mult be, 
that after their patient continuance in well-do- 
Ing, ſhall be poſſeſs'd of glory, and honour, and 
immortality, and eternal life? I can conſider 
how pleaſant, how glorious a thing it 1s to live 
in the good opinion of my Prince, under the 
{miles and graciouslooks of my BenetaGtorsz and 
cannot I conſider what a felicity doth attend 
them, that enjoy the light of God's counten- 
ance ? Here's but changing the obje&t. And I 
that can conſider, how difingenuous and fordid 
a'thing it is to aCt againſt a man, that hath rais'd 
me 
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me out .of duſt, and adyanc'd me to great dig- 
nity ,and preferment 3 cannot Iconſider, what 
baſeneſs and diſgenerous ingratitude it muſt be 
to provoke that God who maintains me, and 
preſerves me, and without whom I cannot 
breathe or move? I that can conſider the rea- 
ſonableneſs of ſorrow and grief where I have 
offended, and done a ſignal injury to my Su- 
periour,cannotl conlider how juſt and equitable 
It is, when I look on that Saviour, whom my 
ſins have pierc'd, to mourn as heartily, as one that - 
mourns for his onely Son 2 I that can conſider, 
how ſad a thing it 1s to fit in a Dungeon, depriv- 
ed of the comfortable beams of the Sun, and 
what 1s more, of the Society of all lovers, and 
acquaintance,1n an enemies Country, where my 
food 1s ſuch as Dogs would refuſe to eate, and 
the ſtench round about me intolerable, cannot 
I confider how dreadful it will be one day to 
be everlaſtingly ſhut out from the enjoyment 
of that light, which refreſhes the Souls and Bo- 
dies of glorified Saints for eyer, and to be thruſt 
into a diſms] Priſon, whence I muſt come out 
no more, till I have paid theuttermoſt farthing 2? 
Why ſhould not my underſtanding ſerve me to 
conſider the one as well as the other? Spiritual 
things are the moſt adequate and moſt proper 
objects of my underſtanding, They are the 
proper fuel for that flame which cheriſh and feed 
it, and make it riſe, and ſoar to Heaven, What 
ever concerns proviſion for the fleſh, or this 
preſent life, -is but a ſecondary obje&, more by 
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favour and permiſſion , than by deſign, For 
God's deſign in grving us underſtandings, was, 
that they might be receptacles of ſpiritual Truths, 
Store-houſes of inviſible Treaſures. Contri- 
vances how we may get our bodily wants and 
neceſſities ſupplied, for ought I know may be 
perform'd, and order'd by ſenſe alone, without 
reaſon, without this ſublime faculty of under- 
ſtanding, as we ſee in Beaſts and ignobler An- 
imals, which being ſtrangers to this priviledge, 
and dire&ted onely by ſenſe, furniſh themſelves 
with neceſlaries, conyeniencies,and ſuperfluities ; 
Go to the Ant, thou ſiuggard, conſider her ways, 
and be wiſe, "which having no guide, overſeer, or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the Summer, and 


gathereth her food in the Harveſt. Prov. 6. 6, 


: 'But what will not men call difficult, if they 
are unwilling to do what they ſhould 2 How 
would Houſes be built > How would theField 
be ſfowd? How would Harveſt be broughtin, 
if Carpenters and. Husbandmen ſhould pre- 
tend difficultie 2. If men will be droanes, ex- 


cuſes are ſoon found out. Our underſtandings 


are quick enough to light upon evaſions, and 
I neyer knew any finner whoſe wits would riot 
ſerve him to reaſon himſelf out of a known Du-+ 
ty. Andof this nature1s the pretenceof hard- 
ſhip, men alledge. And who ſees not, thatthis 
is but a ſhift to fatisfie their Conſciences, that 
they may not twitch them for the omiſſion 5 
and they muſt haye ſome plea, leſt they ours 
n 
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fin bare-fac'd, and ſeem to affront God with- 
out cauſe or inſtigation. And indeed this plea 
is a true ſtroke of the Devi}, for though the 
way to deſtruftion be far more craggy, arid 1n- 
finitely fuller of precipices, than the way to life, 
witneſs mens breaking through infamy, the ha- 
tred of their Friends, the diſpleafure of their 
Relations, the fences of Modeſty, the ſcorn of 
Angels, the indignation of a conſuming Fire, 
to get at fin, witneſs the venturirig ſometimes 
their Fortunes, ſometimes their Lives, ſometimes 
their Reputation, ſometimes the ruine of their 
Families, to pleaſe the Devil ; yet the broad- 
way being down, whereas the ſtrait 1s up the 
hill, his perſuaſion prevails the ſooner, that the 
former 1s infinitely more facile and eafie 3 and 
thus he aſperſes and ſeeks to crack the Credit 
of this ſpotleſs Virgin , Conſideration, the joy 
of Angels,the envy of Devils, the off-ſpring of 
God, and the great Ladder whereby men muſt 
climb to Heaven, and hard it muſt be, though 
nothing be more eaſje: 'tis a thing portable, and 
is always to be had; it's always in ſeaſon, al- 
ways at hand, always within :call, no burthen 
in a_ Journey, no load in a Voyage, men may 
carry 1t with them where-ever they goz when 
they aretravelling, when they ſtay at home; in 
company, and outof company ; when they are 
walking,- when they are ſitting- down 3 when 
they go to bed, when they riſe ; they need not 
run beyond-Sea to fetch it, nor evolve many 
Books to be Maſters of it; they need not fail 
to 
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to the Autipodes to compals it, nor dig under- 
ground to find it; they need not ranſack the 
ſzdies to enrich themſelyes with it, nor venture 
ſhip-wracks to bring it home; they need not 
ſell Lands and Houſes to purchaſe it, nor run 
the Hazard of Sword and fire to ſecure it ; they 
need not clamber Mountains to poſſeſs it, nor 
wade through Rivers to inherit it. They carry 
this Treaſure in their hearts, and it muſt be meer 
 fluggiſhneſs if they let it lie there, and make no 
uſe of it. The fire is hid under the aſhes, and 
they need but ſtir it, and blow it, and it will 
ſoon flame out; and God hath made the duty fo 
ea(je on purpoſe, that men might not be delud- 
ed by the Devil, into a belief of its impoſſbi- 
lity. Strange ſtupidity! they do not think .it- 
hard to carry Talents of Lead, or Mountains 
of Sin on their backs, and yet they think Con- 
fideration-hard ; even that Conſideration, which, 
like a faithful Friend, would tell them how to 
be rid of that heavy Load they bear, a Load, 
which would immediately fink them into Hell, 
but that the Devil puts under his ſhoulder, and 
helps them tor carry it, and-ſo they feel it not. 
They do not think it hard to dig into Hell, and 
yet they think Conſideration hard, which would 
teach them a way how to quench that fire, They 
do not think it hard to be oppreſs'd by a moſt 
bloody Ulſurper, and yet they think Conſider- 
ation hard, which would ſhew them how they 
might ſhake off that yoke, which neither they 
nor- their Forefathers were ever able to _ 
00 


of Conſideration. 103 
Look how laborious the Prieſts of Baal are in 
the Worſhip of their God? They cut themſelves 
with Lancers, till the blood guſh out upon them. 
They do not think it hard to bleed, yet think 
it hard to leave Fornication. The Idolaters Ef. 
44. 12. I3.ſee what pains they take. The $mith 
with the Tongs both worketh in the coales and faſh- 
zoneth it with hammers, and worketh it with the 
ſtrength of his arms, yea, he is hungry , and his 
ſtrength faileth, he drinks no water, and is faint, 
The Carpenter. ſtretcheth out his Rule, he marketh 
it out with a Line,ne fitteth it with Plains, he mark- 
eth it out with the Compaſs, and maketh it after 
the figure of a man, according to the Beauty of 
a man that it may remain in the Houſe. This they 
. do not think hard, yet think ſelf-denial in a 
beloved paſſion hard, a true embleme of all 
unconverted ſinners 1n general. They do not 
think it hard to obey every little Slave, every. 
filly Luſt, every common Soldier, in that Camp, 
of which themſelves might be the Generals; and 
yet they think Conſideration hard, which would 
free them from that Tyranny, and acquaint them 
with a way how they might be Kings and Prieſts 
unto God, and ſhine as the Stars in the Firma- 
ment for ever. 

O men unwiſe, and ſlow of heart, to believe 
all that the Prophets have ſpoken; you that 
| have courage to meet an Army in the field, and, 
to uſe Job's expreſſion, have confidence to laugh 
at the glittering ſpear and the ſhield, Job. 39. 23. 
you that have courage to plow the Sea, 10 face 
a 
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a Canon, to mock a ſhower of Arrows, to ſtand 
a Volly of Shot, to fight Duels, to expoſe your 
Lives, tolay Siegetoa Fort, toendure the noife 
of Guns, to hear the claſhing of Swords, to lie 
on the cold ground many nights together, or to 
have an Arm or Leg cut off, to preſerve the 
ſounder parts of your bodies; you that have 
courage to do all this, and do not think it hard, 
ſhall you think Conſideration hard ? evea that 
Conſideration that would make you live like 
men, and free you from the rubbiſh, the lapſed 
polterity of Adam liesgroaning under : you that 
do things every day almoſt much harder, and 
much more aiftcule than Conſideration is, will 
you ſcruple that which'may be perform'd with 
greater eaſe, and which you are more obliged 
to, than adventuring on the Dangers I have 
mention'd > _ 


EH. Impediment. 


, IE. Love of the World, and being continually 
employ'd about ſenſual objeFs. This 1s another 
impediment of Confideration. And indeed we 
need not wonder to ſee men negleful and care- 
leſs of this great and neceſlary work, when the 
World takes up their hearts, and engroſles their 
affetions; when we ſee how all their Plots, 
Deſigns, Contrivances,Deliresare for the World, 
and when they mind onely fleſhly things, as the' 
Apoſtle phraſes it, Phzl. 3. 19. This was well 
exprelied by the antient Parable, in which a 
7 Traveller 
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Traveller is repreſented, fleeing from the fierce- 
neſs and rage of an Unicorn, but as he flees, he 
fallsinto a Pit,and rolling down lays hold on the 
bough of a Tree, and now thinks himſelf ſecure 
from all danger. But as helooks about, he be- 
holds two Moles corrading the root of the Tree, 
he holdsby, and underneath him a Dragon ſpit- 
ting fire, and threatning to deyour him, and 
on both ſides of him, four Serpents hiſſing, and 
in the midſt of all this danger ſome Honey trick- 
ling down from the Tree, with the ſweetneſs 
of which, and agreeableneſs to his pallate, he 
is ſo taken, and raviſh'd that he forgets his fears, 
and rejoyces,though ſurrounded with ſo many 
implacable enemies, The Unicorn is Death. 
ThePit is the World, The Tree mans life, The 
two Moles day and night, The four Serpents 
the four Elements, man is compos'd of, The Dra- 
gon is the Devil, and the Honey voluptuouſ- 
neſs, or the ſweetneſs, and pleaſures of the 
World. 

What I mean by the World, none can be ig- 
norant of, that hath either read what wiſe men 
have written concerning it, or hath heard the 
Word of the Goſpel ſounding in his ears : For 
indeed, it'snot theleaſt part of our Commiſſion 
to dehort and difluade men from fixing their 
affections on theſe ſublunary objects, and but 
that continual inculcating of the ſame thin 
would make our Auditors nauſeate the mo 
wholeſome Leſſons, we could notdo them great- 
er 
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er ſervice, than by making ſuch Dehortations 
the perpetual ſubje&, of our Sermons. 

All that isin the World, is the . 4 of the fleſh, 
and the Iuſt of the eyes, and the pride of life, faith 
the great Divine, 1 Joh. 2. 16 Whatevgr out- 
ward object ſeryes to gratifie ſenſe, whatever 
here below is moſt commonly deſired and 
Juſted after, what ever makes for ſatisfattion of 
the fleſh, or of our ſenſual appetite, all is com- 
prehended under this name. 

And indeed it is with theſe worldly comforts, 
as it is with the Garden of Edex; ſomeare for 
food, ſome for trial ; ſome to keep our Bodies 
ſerviceable to ourSouls; ſome to proveour Souls, 
whether they'll reſt on theſe broken Reeds, or 
ſeek reſt and acquieſcence in him, that is the 
Creator of- all. And accordingly the Almighty 
thought fit to limit the uſe of theſe terreſtrial 
felicities, and to ſignifie in his Word, that his 
intent in giving them, was, that they ſhould be 
our ſervants, not our maſters; that he defign'd 
them as advantages to us, not hinderances in 
admiring and adoring the immenſe goodneſsand 
bounty of God, and that he appointed them 
for our uſe no farther, than they would ſerve 
to promote his glory, and the eternal felicity 
of our immortal Souls. This the Saints of old 
underſtood , who therefore were very ſparing 
In the uſe of theſe outward comforts, for fear 
of being deluded by them into foridneſs; Nay 
ſome {o dreaded falling in love with theſe al- 
Iedtives, that.they did totally deny themſelves 
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inthe uſe of them, as St. Johr: the Baptiſt, who 
had no houſe but the Deſert, no chamber, but 
the hole of a Rock; He Sowed not, neither 
did he reap, neither gather into barnes, he uſed 
no Wine, no Table, no delicious Couch, no Bed 


- made of the ſofteſt plumes 3 His form, his Table, 


- 


and his Bedchamber werethe cold ground. His 
Wild fowl was Locuſts, His Cake wild Honey, 
the rich cup, he drank 1n, the hollow of his 
hand, and his Wine was Water, of the Neigh- 
bouring Brook. He took notice indeed of the 
Creators Wiſdom in theſe outward objects, but 
was afraid to put them in his' boſom, for fear, 
like Snakes warmed by his vital heat, they ſhould 
ſting him into an Epidemical Sickneſs. But here 
we find men generally live the reverſe of God's 
defigns and intentions, and in ftead- of uſing 
theſe viſible comforts in order to a greater end, 
they make that their home, which was intended 
onely for their Inn,and are for erefting Taber- 
nacles to dwell there, which God defign'd only as 


'a thorowfare. 


And to this unhappineſs, prepoſterous edu- 
cation, which moſt men are ſubject to, doth ve- 
ry much contribute. For whereas we ſhould 
be educated .into Reaſon, and a right appre- 
henſion of things, we are uſually educated in- 
to ſenſe and deceptions ; and thoſe that have the 
care of us, and ſhould teach us ſelf-denial in ' 
theſe outward things, and by that means engage 
our Souls to fix on nobler objects, do common- 
ly preſent us with nothing but ſenſual ſatisfat- 
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ions. All their Diſcourſes to us are of the World, 


and of the magnificence, greatneſs, ſplendor, and 


Taviſhing aſpects of theſe outward galetiesz and 
the firſt principles they teach us,are how to pleaſe 
ſenſe, and to pamper our appetite.z and though 
now and then they teach us ſome little Notions 
of Divinity, yet it is 1n ſuch a ſenſual way, that 
It amounts to no more, than a formality and di- 
vertiſement, and being a thing that's taught, by 
the by, it makeslittle or no impreſſion upon our 
affetions. The firſt thing we ſhould be taught, 
ſhould be poverty in the midſt of plenty, and 
the art of being contented without carnal eaſe, 
and fatisfaQion,of bearing injuries,and reproach- 
es, of doing things contrary to our natural de- 
ſires, and of defpiſing all things that make for 
the pampering of the fleſh. We ſhould be ed- 
ucated into a love of Sackcloth, and Aſhes, and 
doing that which fleſh and blood, hath the great- 
eſt averſion from. So the antient Chriſtians 
taught their children, and that made them ſuch 
excellent Saints, but our firſt inſtructions are 
things of a different nature. This fine Coach, 
and thoſe rich trappings, This curious Garden, 


and that commodious Seate. This necklace of 


Pearl, and that gliſtering Diamond, This French 
diſh, and that pungent ſauce, This filk coate, 
and that velvet Cap, This mans ſtately train, 
and the others ſplendid retinue, This mans fea- 
thers, and the others coſtly veſtment. Theſe 
are the things, we are firſt of all inſtructed to 
gaze. on, and to worſhip. p: 
ut 


But whatever diſadvantages men lie under up- 
on- the account of their ſenſual education, one 
would think, when they come to the full uſe of 
their reaſon, and are capable of underſtanding 
the vanity, emptineſs, unconſtancy of theſe low- 
er objects, and of apprehending that they were 
onely intended as Ladders, to raife them into 
contemplations of their great Benefactor in Hea- 
ven, when they arrive tothis ripeneſs of under- 
ſtanding, come out of their Apprenticeſhip, ſet 
up for themſelves, become, as it were, their 
own Maſters, and enter upon the poſſeflion of 
that Eſtate, which before was managed by 0- 
thersz one would think, I ſay, they ſhould then 
begin (as there 1s commonly an alteration of our 
temper, upon the alteration of our conditions 
and fortunes) to reftifie thoſe ſenſual principles, 
which their Nurſes and Tutors have ſhed into 
them, and waſh away the ſtains thoſe fond Maſt- 
ers ( as indeed men may be kill'd by kindneflcs, 
and like that Olympian Vidor, be ftifled with 
Poſies) have unluckily imprinted on their 
Souls. | 
. But alas! there are fo very few, that having 
gone thus far, ſtop, and attempt to captivate 
their appetites to the obedience of Reaſon and 
| Religion, or ſcek to clevate their Souls above 

| thedung and trouble of the World, according 
to the intent of their Maker, that moſt men fink 
deeper and deeper into the gulph of ſenfual de- 
lires, open the gates wider, make the door lar- 
ger for ſenſual ſatisfaction to enter in; nay, it 

| [ it 
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io, and give theirſpirjtsan infuſion of carnality, 
water and keep warm the ſeed of worldly in- 
clinations, and find- out ways to increaſe their 
Thirſt, add heat to their Fever, provoke their 
ſenſual appetite to enlarge it ſelf as Hell, and 
fearing they have not been ſufficiently, or faith- 
fully enough inſtructed in the enjoyment of theſe 
worldly felicities, they try experiments and con- 
cluſfions to find out new fatisfaftions, and thus 
plunge themſelves. into the main Sea, being 
charmed by the Sun-beams playing and glitter- 
ing upon the water, and curling of the waves; 
and the impreſſions which were made on the 
Wax, when ſoft and trafable, remain when it 
is grown harder; and now by a continual hur- 
ry of worldly cares and buſineſſes, which they 
are content to admit of, they make their Souls 
the leaſt obje& of their ſolicitudez and were 
they ask'd, as that profane Duke, What they 
. #hink of Heaven? it's like they would anſiwver 
tn his language, or think ſo, or at leaſt act as if 
they thought ſo, -That they have ſo much buſineſs 
on Earth, that they cannot think of Heaven. Thus 
their very ſpirits become fleſh, and their Souls 
turn to earth as well as their Bodies. And the 
tinture of carnality in them is ſo ſtrong, that 
like petrifying waters , which turn all things 
thrown into them into ſtone, or a lapideous ſub- 
ſtance, it makes all the thoughts that come in- 
to their minds ſubſervient to their worldly in- 


tereſt. 
Whence 


it be modeſt and ep enter, compel it to come 
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Whence it comes to paſs, that their minds be- 
ing altogether ſenſual, impregnated with world- 
ly cares and fatisfaCtions, and all their faculties 
imploy'd in contriving how to get a greater 
ſhare of Earth than they have already, or at 
leaſt to keep and preſerve what they have, there 
is no room for this Conſideration of their ſpiri- 
tual eſtate or condition. They hearken to 
nathing with any zeal, or attention, or life, that 
doth not carryeither ſome worldly profit or plea- 
ſure with it, and that which charms or wins 
them, muſt be the muſick of temporal intereſt, 
As the Wolfe in the fable being ſent to School 
tolearn to ſpell, could makenothing of all, that 
was ſaid to him, but Sheep. His mind ſtill ran 
upon that, and conſequently! was harden'd a- 
gainſt all other ſuggeſtions. | 

Conſideration how they ſhall be ſaved here- 
after! there is no Lands to be bought with it, 
no Mannors to be purchas'd, no Houſes to be 
built, no Countreys to be conquer'd, no Hon- 
ours to be got by it, It brings in no Riches, 
it fills not their Coffers with Gold and Silver, it 
doth not give them reſpect and credit with Prin- 
ces, and Men of Quality, it doth not cover 
their Tables with dainties and delicacies, it doth 
not furniſh them with portions for their Chil- 
dren; it doth not feed their bellies, nor put 
them into a condition to lie on beds of Ivory, 
or to beclad like Dives, with (ilk and purple 
it doth not maintain their great Retinue, nor 


preſent them with foft Airs it doth not pro- 
_— I 2 vide 


112 Lhe Great Law a 


vide for their Families, nor keep up their pomp 
and grandeur : Were it ſuch a powerful thing 
as the Philoſophers Stone 1s fabled to be, and did 
it enable them to turn their Iron into Gold, and 
did it make their Trade to flouriſh, and did it 
make their Garners full, affording all manner of 
ſtore,- and cauſe ſuch fruitfulneſs among their 
flocks, that their ſheep might bring forth thouſands 
and ten thouſands in their ſtreets; did it raiſe them 
to the power of Senacherib, to the magnificence 
of Nebuchadnezar, to the pleaſures of Solomons 
did it promiſe a Kingdom, and whiſper in their 
ears, that they ſhould enjoy eaſe and plenty 
without all peradventure, nothing ſhould have 
ſo much of their care or hearts, as conſideration 
of their ways: But having none of theſe baits, 
and their hearts being fix*d on the World, they 
can find no time for this exerciſe, As well may 
a worm take pleaſure in the found of a Fiddle 
or a Rorfe delight in Arithmetick, -or an Oxe 
divert himſclf with the ſight of a well-order'd 
Army, as ſuch men ſet time apart for their recol- 
lection, and whatever pregnancy there may be in 
the motives,a judicious perſon doth alledge, they 
- cannot attend ſuch motions 
Cannot, didIfay? They will notallow them- 
ſelves time to retire and confider, that they have 
fuch things as Souls, or that theſe Souls are capa- 
ble of puniſhment and glory, when they ſhake 
hands with their old companions, their Bodies, 
They think that time mis-{pent that is beſtow'd 
1pon Conſideration of another World, and 
what 
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what minutes or hours are taken from their fleſh- 


ly fatisfactions, or from proſecuting their world- 


ly concerns, they look upon as flung away. 

By worldly concerns, I do not onely mean 
buſineſles which an Eſtate, or Trade, or Family, 
or: Office, or Senſual pleaſures cauſe, but buſi- 
neſs of Study and Learning too; and .one may 
be as much taken up with his ſtudy, as another 
1s with his Trade, and conſequently be very 
loth to allow any time for this Conſideration we 
ſpeak of. Tobe ſ{tudious,and yet inconfiderate, 
implies no contradiction 3 and a man may con- 
template God, and Heaven, and the whole Cre- 
ation, and yet not contemplate them in order 
toa holy preparation for another life, or with 
an intent to mortitie his fins and corruptions, 
and to imitate God in holineſs, whithout which, 
It cannot be Conſideration: and the beſt name 
wecan give it, is an empty Speculation : ſo that 
a Spiritual Meditation may be but a worldly 
buſineſs, if that which puts me upon 1t be my 
profeſſion, whereby I get a livelihood) if that 
which makes me ſtudy and meditate, be tem- 
poral profit, or honour, or applauſe; it it be 
not undertaken with an intent to edifie my own 
Soul, as well as the Souls of others; it 1t be 
done either to yleaſe the fancy , or to pleaſe 
tne 'gentle Reader, by publiſhing It to the 
world. 

And indeed, where worldly concerns fill all 
the Channels of the Sou], there can be but ve- 


ry little employment for ſerious Coniideration. #. 
I 3 A 


A continual hurry of buſineſs ſheds darkneſs up- 
on the 9ou], thruſts out that Eye whereby it 
ſhould refle& upon it ſelf, and makes it intent 
onely on things which tickle and pleaſe the fleſh, 
and, like Felix, when any motions to ſerious 
Confideration ariſe, replies, Go thy way for this 
time, and when 1 have a convenient ſeaſon, I will 
call for thee, As 24. 25. This as the Babylonians 
did the Children of Iſrael, keep Conſideration 
in captivity,and binds it upinchains, that it can 
make no fallies, and if at any time it would go 
forth like JFonatharr, to take a view of the dread- 
foul Army of the Philiſtians, checks it, and 
drives it back into its priſon again, where like 
ſome martial Prince it lies cooped up, and its 
power, and valour remain unknown to the en- 
emies, that were it looſe, would ſoon feel its 
Juickneſs and energy. It fares much with Con- 
Cr as with that Prince's Invitation, Luke 
14. 16, worldly cares and bufinefles, like thoſe 
gueſts, when the Soul feels any ſuggeſtions or 
Invitations to Conſideration, are preſently ready 
with excuſes, anda thouſand thingsare pretend- 
ed why they cannot come, or ſtoop to the gra- 
cious meſſage or vocation; and theſe briars and 
thorns choke the good ſeed that's thrown among 
them. 

Thus Earth keeps out Heaven, and the World, 
like ſhutters of a Window, excludes the light 
' that would irradiate the room ; not but that the 
buſineſs of our worldly callings may lawfully 
be perform'd and follow'd 3 and zvez ought to 
worke 
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work with labonr and travel night and day, rather 
than be chargeable to others. 2 Th:/ſ. 3. 8, But 
where the World is made a God, and fills mens 
minds as well as their hands, and all the time 
that can be got, is ſpent in embracing and graſp- 
ing of it, it's impoſſible Conſideration ſhould 
find entertainment there; it's like a heartleſs 
prayer may, for that can be hudled up, and res 
quires not much time, and leaves them as world- 
ly as it finds them, and doth not hinder or croſs 
them in their fondneſs to the world, which they 
are afraid Conſideration will do. And indeed 
they gheſs aright,for Conſideration,as Theodotivs 
the Patriach of Conſtantinople did the Emperor, 
when a leſſon out of the Bible againſt Images 
was read, would pull them by the ſleeve, and 
ſay. Hear ſir, and obey. This would ſhake their 
love, make them unquiet in their amours, and 
unſettle their affections, pull down that high 
eſteem they have of the world, and make them 
ſee that there is not that beauty, that glory, or 
that happineſsin things below, whichtheir ſickly 
fancy dream'dof ; it would ſhew them, that all 
theſe Gaudes are but a Pit cover'd with curious 
flowers,. where people may irrecoverably periſh, 
if taken with the treacherous flowers they ſmell 


- to, and admire their odour and fragrancy. It 


would ſhew them the vanity of heaping upriches, 
when they know not who ſhall inherit them, 
and repreſent unto them the folly of flattering - 
their Souls with an Ede, Bibs, Lude 5 Soul, take 


thine eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry, thou haſt 
: I 4 much - 
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much goods laid up ' of many gears. Tt would 
ſhew them how falſe, how periſhable all theſe 
outward comforts are, and that they have fome- 
thing more than this deceitful Woild to look 
after. Conſideration, like a faithful Counſellor, 
would undeceive them in their fond opinions 
of this treacherous Friend, diſcover to them his 
baſe deſigns, the miſchiefs he drives at under all 
his ſmiles, the Serpent that lies under thoſe green 
herbs, and bid them beware of him. Conlider- 
ation like the honeſt Johanar Jer. 40. 14. 15. 
whotold Gedaliah, that Iſhmael was not the man, 
he took him for, would open the cave, and 
ſhew them the roaring Lion, and aſſure them 
that the beaſt is not ſo harmleſs, as they are apt 
to imagine, not ſo fit to play with, as it's ſeem- 
ing ſafene(s would makethem believe. But ſuch 
is the love they bear to the World, that they 
are jealous of all things that would ſubvert their 
love, and hate Conſideration as an Enemy, be- 
cauſe they are afraid 1t will diſcompoſe thofe 
embraces, and break the league between them, 
and theſe earthly fatisfaftions, and put their 
hearts, that lie cloſe to the world, out of their 
place, diſpoſſeſs them of their earthly-minded- 
neſs, and prompt them tolay up in ſtore for them- 
{-Ives 2 good foundation againſt thetime tocome, 
and lay hold on eternal life. A ſtrange fond- 
neſs this! which doth not onely marry the heart 
unto the world, and makes them #wo, ome fleſh, 
but ſends out ſpies to watch againſt all the en- 
deavours of this fajthful Monitor, viz. Confi- 
| = deration, 


jul 
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deration, that it may not break the match, or 
diflolve the. bond, or make the heart ſenſible 
of- its adulteries. 

O God ! how is thy ſimilitnde in Man de- 
faced ? how 1s that glorious Image thou didft 
once ſhed into his breaſt, blotted and defiled ? 
Is this the Man that receiv'd a Soul to mind Hea- 
ven moſt? Isthis the Man, over whom thou did(t 
| ſpread thy <«kirts, whoſe nakedneſs thou did(t 
cover, and with whom thou didſt enter into an 
everlaſting Covenant, whom thou doft draw by 
cords of love, whoſe Soul thou didſt betroth 
unto thee for ever in righteouſneſs, and in judgment, 
and in loving kindneſs, and in mercies * Hoſe 2, 
i9. Is this the man about whole creation thou 
didſt conſult, and about whoſe make the Holy, 
Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity enter'd into de- 
liberation ? who would have thought, that the 
favour would ever haye becn forgutten, or that 
this extraordinary way of torming him would e- 
ver have bee raz d out of his memory?who would 
have thought that after this mark of Gods love 
he would have loved any thing beſides God, or 
who would have expected lets, then his 1ntire 
dedicating himſelf to his Maker after ſuch un- 
uſual care, and induſtry of the Deity ? Falſe 


 rreacherous Man |! Is the World become his Ma- 


ſter? is his Servant become his Sovereign ? and 
1s that which was intended for his Footſtool, be- 
come his Throne, whereon he bravesall the mel- 
ſages of graceand pardon ? Shall fo great a Soul 
be married to ſo mean a Slave? fo great a Spirit 

joyn'd 


IT7 


joyn'd to ſo pitiful a Vaſſal? and ſhall that which 
was deſign'd for him to trample on, and deſpiſe, 
domineer, and uſe him like a Priſoner, put fet- 
ters about his feet, and ſhackle his Soul, that it 
may not returnto that Husband to whom. it hath 
ſworn fidelity, and promiſed allegiance and ſub- 
jection? Unhappy creature ! Art thou deſigned 
to Judge the Apoſtate Angels, and doſt thou 
make thy ſelf their ſport? They would dread 
thee, hadſt thou courage to deſpiſe the world,and 
_ doſt thou make thy ſelf deſpicable in their eyes? 
They would fall at thy feet, and be afraid, as 
they were, at the fight of Jeſus, and doſt thou 
ſuffer them to ride over thy head 2 How art thou 
faln from Heaven, O Lucifer, ſon of the morning ? 
and thou who hadſt once power given thee to 
aſcend into Heaven, and without a Metaphor, 


to exalt thy Throne above the Stars of God, to . 


aſcend above the heighths of the clouds, and to be 
like unto the moſs High: how art thou brought 
down to Hell, to the ſides of the Pit 2 how art thou 
cut down to the ground £ how is thy pomp brought 
down tothe grave? Iſa. 14.11, 12, 13. 


I'TI. Impediment. 
IH. OUnwilingneſs to part with their ſins, This 


certainly is the greateſt Impediment of Conſi- 
deration, and the chief cauſe of mens neglett- 


ing this moſt uſeful work. Their Conſciences, 


or their Hearts misgive them, that Confider- 


ation will diſcover the deformity and —— 
| O 
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of their vices, and will put them upon forſak- 
ing their darling luſts; they are afraid it will 
raiſe doubts and jealouſies in their heads about 
their preſent condition , diſturb them in their 
ſlumber, diſcompoſethem in their golden dreams, 
drive them from their ſofts and eaſe, and make 
their Candle burn dim and blue, which for the 
preſent gives a very delightful ſhine, and there- 
fore they are loth to apply themſelves to it. 
They look upon it, as ſoure Grapes that will 
ſet their teeth on edge, though in good truth 
their ſins are thoſe ſoure Grapes, which ſtupifie 
their reaſon, their minds, their underſtanding, 
and their. will, deſtroy their ſpiritual appetite, 
and render the bread of life infipid to them. 

I have heard of ſome rude and ſavage [»dians, 
who being decently cloathed by our Merchants 
( for in their own Country, it ſeems, they knew 
no other ornaments, but dung and guts of Beaſts 
about their-naked bodies) and brought over 
into Exgland, with an intent to civilize them, 
and make them Inſtruments, upon their return, 
to teach their own Nation modeſty and decency; 
as they were walking about the ſtreets of Lowdor:, 
and beholding the ſtately Houſes that adorn'd 
that goodly City, they were obſerved to ſigh 
and groan, and to look very melancholy ; thoſe 
that took notice of them, charitably believ'd, 
that their dejected looks were no other but cha- 
rafters of their mourning at their unhappy Coun- 
try-men, who were ſtrangers to ſuch Edifices, 
ſuch Pomp, ſuch Glory, ſuch Plenty, ſuch Mag- 
nificence 
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nificence and Gallantry. But being ſent o. 


ver into their own Country again, they quickly | 


betray'd the reaſon of their ſighs, and ſoon dif- 
cover'd, that their melancholy was cauſed by 
their being deliyered form their naſtineſs, and 
beaſtly way of living : For they were no ſooner 
come to ſhore, but they tore off their cloaths 
with indignation, fell about the necks of their 
Countrey-men with joy, and betook themſelves 
to their dung and guts again, and in theſe or- 
naments they came triumphing to the Ergli/h, 
There cannot certainly be a fitter Emblem of 
fin, where men are enamourd with it. They 
delight in their Plague-ſores, rejoyce in their 
wounds and bruiſes, wounds not bound up, ror 
wollifi d with ojntment. They are afraid of Plaiſt- 
ers, and do ſo deſire to be let alone in their 
miſery, that they are jealous of a Cure, and 
dread a Phyſician. Their filth is ſo pleafing to 
them, their itch ſo amiable, that he that offers 
to free them from it, attempts tearing off their 
bowels from them, and that's it makes them a- 
fraid of Conſideration, 
_ © For indeed, Conſideration would anatomize 
their fin, ſhew them the venom that's ſpread 
through every part, ſhew them who that Godis, 
who profeſs himſelf offended at it; ſhew them, 
that he who is provok'd by it, is that God, 
without whom they cannot be happy, whom to 
forſake, is to be miſerable, whom to adore, is to 
livein joy, whom to ſerve is to reigne, whom to 
fear isto be quict, whom to know is to be glo- 
r10us, 
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rious, whom to love is to leave all, whomto de- 
ſire, is to be contented, whom to follow is to 
walk in the right way, who breath'd into their 
noſtrils the breath of life, and gives them the 
meat they eat, the drink they drink, and the 
cloaths they put on, that hath the ſame power o- 
ver them, which the Potter hath over his Veſlel, 
and can create and deſtroy them at his pleaſure, 
that ſits on the circle of the earth, and betore 
- Whom all Nations are as a drop of a Bucket, and 
areaccounted as the ſmall duſt of the ballance,be- 
fore whom they are nothing, yea, leſs than no- 
thing and vanity, from whom all their ſpiritual 
and temporal metcies do deſcend, without whom 
they could not be one moment out of Hell, who 
Is their beſt, their greateſt, and moſt conſtant 
Benefactor, who let's his Sun ſhine upon them, 
and his Rain-drop down on their Fields and Pa- 
ſtures ; who ſends his holy Angels to watch their 
ſteps, and to keep them in their ways; who hears 
the Heavens for them, and makes tie Heavens 
hear the Earth, and the Earth to hear the Corn, 
the Wine, and the Oyl, and commands all theſe 
to relieve them, who preſerves them from dan- 
ger, prevents their being hurt, and charges all 
the Elements to ſpare them; who keeps them 
| by his Providence, ſupports them by his Wif- 
dom, protects them by his Power, and thinks 
nothing too good for them, if they will but ap- 
prove themſelves obedient Children, and live 


like perſons who are ſenſible of the obligations 


of the Higheſt. 
Con- 
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Conſideration would let them ſee, that this 
God, who could undo them, wooes them to Re- 
pentance, and he that could as Gideon: did the 
Princes of Syccoth,teare their fleſh with thorns, 
and, bryers of the Wilderneſs, beſeeches them, 
.not to ſtay in Sodom, and he that could as David 
did the Ammonites, put them under ſawes, and 
under harrors of iron, and under axes of iron, 
ſpeakes to them to turn, as a man ſpeaks to his 
friend, and that there is nothing in the World 
God hates more than (in, and that this 1s it his 
Soul abhors, being holineſs it ſelf, and of infinite 
purity 3 Conſideration would letthem ſee, that 


their ſin controls the will and wiſdom of that - 


God, who feeds them, ſets up Laws of its own 
making in oppoſition to thoſe commands, which 
the holy Angelsdarenot mention without tremb- 
ling. This would let them ſee the Majelty and 
Glury of that God whom they do affront; a 
God who charges his Angels with folly, and on 
whoſe brightneſs thoſe bleed Miniſters cannot 
look, without covering their faces with their 
wings, and crying outin amazement, Holy, holy, 
holy Lord God of Hoſts. A God who covers 
himſelf withlight,as with a garment, who ſtretches 
out the Heavens like a curtaine, who lays the 
beams of his chambers in the waters, who makes 
the Clouds his Chariots, who walketh on the 


wings of the wind, who makes his Angels ſpirits, 


and his Miniſters a flaming fire. Lift up your 


eyes on high, and behold, who hath created _ 


theſe things, that bringeth out their hoſt by num- 
ber, 
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ber, he calls them all by names, by the great- 
neſs of his might, 

Conſideration would repreſent to them the 
various mercies and opportunities they do ſlight, 
and how hard it will be for them to kick againſt 
the pricks;z this would ſhew them what reſiſt- 
iog their own mercies means, and what fightin 
againſt their own happineſs imports 3 how blel- 
ſings ſlighted will turn to a curſe, and mercies 
abus'd will aggravate their guilt; how ſtubborn- 
neſs makes God weary of ſhewing mercy ; and 
reſuling to come in, while the gates are open, pro- 
vokes the Maſter of the Houſe to proteſt, That 
the invited Gueſts ſhall never taſte of his Sup- 
perz how opportunities of being ſerious, if neg- 
leted, may be ſnatch'd away, and the Sceptre 
of Grace, if look'd upon with contempt and 
ſcorn, may never be ſtretch'd forth again. 

- Conſideration would let them ſee, what grief 
their fins do cauſe in Heaven; how they make 
the Eternal God complain ; how loathſome, how 
abominable they make them in the ſight of God, 
and how they treaſure up untothe Owners wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God. This would-ſhew 
them Chriſt Jeſus on the Croſs; how that beauty 
bleeds, how that monarch ſighs, how that con- 
querour groanes, how heavy, how dejefted, how 
diſconfolate fin makes him, how deep he drinks 


| & of the cup of trembling and aſtoniſhment, and 


what exquiſite anguiſh the ſins of mankind cauſe 
in him, how ſin puts him to infinitely greater 
pains, 
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pains, than the rack, or gibbet,or a fiery furnace, 
or the wheel, and makes him feel ten thouſand 
times greater torment, than the malefaCtors felt, 
which were crucified with him, this would be. 
Ipeak them in the language of. the Prophet, Who 
is this that comes from Edom, with dyed garments 
from Bozrah 2 Wherefore is he red in his apparel, 
and his garments like him that treads in the Wine- 
fat 2 Iſa. 63.1, 2. Thiswould ſhew them, that 
the blood which trickled down from that ſacred 
Head, trickled down uponthe account of their 
follies and tranſgreffions ; that their oaths, and 
curſes, and blaſphemies, were the thorns that 
prickt his head; that their laſciviouſneſs, and 
fornications, and adulteries, were the ſpears that 
open'd his ſide; that their boldneſs in finning, 
their reſolutions to ,be damn'd, made the tears 
guſh from his eyes ;, that their hatred, their ma- 
lice, their envy, their revengctul defires, were 
the hands that cid buffet him ; that their cove- 
touſnels, and worldiy-mindednels, and neglect 
of their duty towards God 'and Man, were the 
Rods that ſmote him; that their evil thoughts, 
2nd idle words, and extravagant actions, were 
the Furies that (pit into his face ; that their per- 
fidiouſneſs, their treacheries, their hypoccilics, 
were the nails that wereſtruck through his hands 
and feet; and that their Jabouring after. Hell, 
their endeavours to be milerable, their contempt 
of the goodneſs of God, made him ſweat drops 
of blood in the Gardenof Gethjemare; that their 
delight in abuſing God, and in trampling on his 
Laws, 
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Liws, was that-which made him ſhreek out, to 
the amazement of Heaven and Earth, My God, 
#9 God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? that the heat 
of their luſts was the cauſe of his drought, and 
proved the gall and vinegar that was given him 
to 'drink; that their ſinful lives kill'd him, and 
their deadneſs in duty murther'd him; that their 
impatience and unbelief haled him to the Croſs, 
and their impenitence was the cauſe of that pur- 
ple flood, which the Angels, for the rarity and 
_ of it, deſcended from Heaven to be- 
hold. 

Conſideration would lay before them all the 
curſes of the Law, the terror, the conſumption, 
the ſorrow of heart, the anguiſh that attends ſin 
in the end, the troubles of Conſcience it will 
raiſe ere long, the frights, the diſquiet it will 
produce, how it diſtrafted Francis Spire, how it 
diſquieted Richard the Third, how it diſcom- 
poſed King Saxl and better men than theſe, how 
it bow'd down David, and made himgoe mourn- 
ing all the day long, and roare for the diſquiet- 
neſs of his heart, how it made the Publican bluſh, 
afraid to lift up his eyes to Heaven, how it made 
him buffet his breaſt, and ready to pluck the 


- hajire from his head, This would repreſent to 


them the flames that Dz»es felt, and made the 
Wretch cry out for a drop of water to cool his 
burning tongue. This would ſhew them what 
blackneſs findothcaſt on their underſtandings,and 
that their being baptized into the Chriſtian Faith, 


doth fignihie little, except they-leave their ſins; 
K and 


and that they. do name the ' Name of Chriſt in 
vain, without they depart from iniquity, This 
would ſhew them their error in flattering them- 
ſelves with the hopes of God's mercy, and de- 
monltrateto them, how ridiculousit 1s to believe, 
that God will pardon them, becauſe they par- 
*don themſelves 3 or that he will forgive them, 
becauſe they are loth to ſuffer. This would ſhew 
them, that God ſees and hears them, and will 
judge them, and ſet their tranſgreſſions in or- 
der before them, for all the ſeeming delay of his 
Vengeance. 

onſideration would diſcover tothem the par- 
don and reconciliation they muſt go without, 
if they do not ſpeedily return; the bleflings 
they deprive themſelves of, the comforts they 
bid defiance to, the light, the favour of God, 
and the mercy of Chriſt Jeſus they muſt for 
ever want, and be deſtitute of, if they flie not 
into his arms with the greateſt expedition and 
alacrity. This would tell them that if they 
make light of ſalvation, it will be with them, 
as with one, who hath been in want for a long 
time, and that day, ſomegreat eſtatefalls to him, 
he'dies and muſt not enjoy it, or as with a man 
deſtitute of dayly food, who 1s brought intoa 
Toom, where are the moſt delicate diſhes, the 
greateſt dainties, the moſt nouriſhing meat, the 
moſt palatable diſhes, and yet muſt touch 
none of them,but go away empty, and hungry, 
and ſtarve in the mid(t of all thatplenty, This 


would agoravate their fins, make them appear. 
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in their proper colours, and ſhew that they are 
No better than Cockatrices Eggs, and Spiders 
'Webs. Have not .you ſeen the crafty Spider 
weave a Net, and then lie cloſe in an ambuſh, 
till the filly Fly,dazled perhaps with the curioſity 
of the Net, haſtens to thoſe unhappy Labyrinthsz 
but while ſhe 1s ſporting her ſelf in thoſe Cham- 
bers of death, out comes the Murtherer, and 
leads the Captive Wretch in triumph home.Con- 
ſfideration would ſhew them, that thus it is with 
fin, and that with much fair ſpeech, as that Har- 
lot, Prov. 7. 21, 22, 23. it cauſes the finner #0 
yield, with the flattering of our lips ſhe forces him. 
He goes after her ſiraight-way, as an ox goes to the 
Naughter, or a fool to the corredzon of the ſtocks * 
zill a dart ſtrike through his liver, as a bird haſies 
to the ſnare, not knowing that it is for life. 

This kindneſs Conſideration would do them. 
Thus and thus it would tell them; and this is 
It men are afraid of, and therefore care not for 
entertaining it. Their ſins afford them preſent 
fatisfaQtion, and the pleaſure they promile1s brisk 
and lufty on their fancies; their body feels it, 
their eyes ſee it, their ears hear it, their tongue 
taſts it, it tickles all their ſenſes, it makes them 
merry -and jovial, and makes their blood: frisk 


' and dance in their yeins. It makes them forget 


their ſorrows, and puts the evil day far from 
them. Itis an Opiate, that takes away all fence, 
and fear,and they arenot afraid though ſurround- 
ed with the greateſt danger, it makes them ſing 
on a precipice, and laugh while the houle _—_ 
K 2 an 


and is ready to fall on theirheads. It makes them 
drunk, and conſequently infenſible of all thoſe 
dreadful things, which the Prophets, and A- 
poſtels of God have ſpoke of, perfealy of the 
Temple of Nero, who plays, while Rozze is burn- 
ing, and makes merry, while the ſmoke of the 
City goes up to Heaven. Frequent converſe 
and long acquaintaince hath made their Friend- 
ſhip with fin inviolable. And though it 1s real- 
ly the greateſt evil, and the cauſe of all evils 
in the World; thoughit murthers while it laughs, 
and poiſons while it ſmiles and cringes 5 though 
It is fo mercileſs, that not contented to kill the 
Body, it attempts the Soul too; yethaving,like 
the Prophet's Ewe-lamb, 2 Same. 12.3. been 
nounfh'd, and kept by its ownersfor many years, 
and. being grown up together with them, and 
having eaten of their meat, and drank of 
their cup, and layn in their boſoms, and been 
to them as a Child, the fondneſs is:grown ſogreat, 
that nothing can make them willing to part with 
it, Hence it is, that Conſideration is look'd 
upon as a ſawcy, ill-bred, unmannerly Meſlen- 
r, that would part the deareſt friends, divide 
in from their Souls, and cauſe a Civil War in 
therr bowels, deſtroy the reigning power of vice, 
attempt its ſtrong Holds, and ſtorm its Forti- 
fications. They lie encircled in its arms; and 
though they hang all this while over Hell-fire 
by a twined thread, though God all this while 
ſhakes-his Rod over them, and while they hug 
the fin, is preparing the inſtruments of death, 
and whetting his Sword, and bending his Bowe, 
| and 
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and making it ready 3 yet it ſeems, ſuch is the 
preſent hearts-eaſe ſin affords,ſo ſweet is the ſleep 
it yields, that men care not for being awak'd by 
Conſideration! Unhappy qualification! Doſt 
thou come to thy Friend at midnight, and knock, 
and ask him, for three loaves, and. will not the 
Churle riſe, and give thee what thou wanteſt, 
notwithſtanding all thy importunity 2 Thoſe 
three loaves, what are they,but the Underſtand- 
ing, Will and AfﬀeCtions of the forlorn ſinner ? 
- and will he part with none of theſe to relie 
thy neceflity,or rather to relieve his own? Th 
only wanteſt them to make him happy, and doth 
he refuſe to give thee materials to build him a 
laſting houſe, which like the everlaſting hill can 
never be moved ? 

We ſhould wonder to See a man that's ready 
to ſtarve for want of food, refuſe the bread or 
meat that's offer'd him 3 and wonder to ſee a 
perſon that's ready to periſh with cold, reject the 
the fire and cloathing we have prepared for him z 
and wonder to ſee one who 1s blind, ſcorn the 
help of him that would certainly reſtore him 
to his fight; and wonder to fee one, -who 
is fallen among Thieves and Robbers, make 
light of the affiftance of a Prince, who offers 
to reſcue him out of their hands, And doſt not - 
thou wonder, O my Soul, at the inſufferable 
ſtupidity of finful men, that entic'd with the 
milk and butter ſwimming in a Lordly dilh, en- 
ter into a Tent, where they will certainly meet 
with a nail and hammer, and yet are afraid of 


that which would aſſuredly prevent their being 
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pierc'd and ſtricken through their Temples; 
Mourn over them, lament their wretchedaeſs, 
rieve for them that will not grieve for them- 
near call for Rivers of tears, with for a Foun- 
tain of Water ! Behold, fin hath blinded them, 
Conſideration would open their eyes; but they 
love darkneſs better than light. ' Sin transformes 
them into the Idols of the Heathen, and makes 
them, that though they have eyes, yet they ſee 
not, eares, yet they hear not, hands, yet they 
dlenot; they ſee not their own good, they 
care not for hearing thoſe leſſons, that would 
curb their inordinate deſires,they feel nothing of 
the power of God, and do nor love to handle 
the law. Sin doth expoſe them naked to the 
contempt and ſcorn of God, and hisholy Angels, 
| and they rejoyce under that weight. Sin de- 
privesthem of the Bread of Life, and their Souls 
are ready to die for want of the hidden Manna, 
and they laugh under their want and miſery. 
What Changelings doth fin make men! How 
doth it make them feed with ſwine, upon husks, 
and ſhells! what Tyranny doth it exerciſe over 
them, what a Babe/ doth it cauſe in their minds! 
How doth it turn all upſide down ! How doth it 
confound, how doth it ruine all ! How dothit 
teare theirhearts! How doth it make the ways 
of $io mourn ! How deſolate doth it make the 
Soul ! what a Cage of uncleane birds, doth it 
make the inward man! How baſely doth it leave 
the ſinner in the dark, inſomuch that he can not 
diſcerne Gold from Lead, Silver from braſs, or 
| | - pretious 
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pretious Stones from common pebles, and coun- 
terfeit from ſolid wiſdom! Lord! how it dath 
unman them! how much below themſelves doth 
itmake themlive! unto God and his holy Angels 
they appear perfefly diltrafted , as the poor 
Wretches in Bedlam ſeem. to us; only herein 
their wretchedneſs exceeds the-others miſery, 
that they may bereleas'd of their diſtratedneſs, 
and will not ;. the other if they would, cannot : 
the former deliration -1s voluntary, the other 
forc'd ; the. former hath malice in't, the other 
weakneſs only ; and whereas the latter ch 
lenges pity and compaſſion, the former. deſerves 
nothing but wrath and indignation. 


I V. Impediment. 


IV. 1gnorance of the pleaſure of Conſideration, 
1s another Impediment. It's ignorance -of the 
price of Pearls.that makes the Idiot (light them. 
It's ignorance. of: the worth of Diamonds, that 
makes the Fool chooſe a Peble before them. It's 
ignorance of the fatisfaftion Learning affords, 
that makes the Peaſant deſpiſe and laugh at itz 


. .and welſee very ordinartly, how men tread and 


trample on thoſe Plants, which: are the greateſt 
:Reſtoratives, becauſe they know not the virtue 

of them; and the ſame may juſtly be. afticm'd 
_.of Conſideration, the reaſon why men +med- 
-dle no more with it, is, becauſe they arenqt 
acquainted with pleaſantneſs of the task. _ 
There is certainly ſuch a thing as pleaſure ef 
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fatisfation. We ſee with /what pleaſure. men 
ſpend their time- in the ſtudy of the Mathema- 
ticks; the Profeſſors of it could live and die in 
thoſe Studies, and defire no. greater ſatisfaction 
on this fide Heaven 3. their minds are ſo pleas'd 
with that Harmony, Symmetry, Order, Propor- 
tion, they ſpie in things, that they could diſ- 
penſe with the coarſeſt diet, ſo they. might but 
have leaveto enjoy that mental-pleaſure. None 
can be ignorant, how the Noble Archimedes did 
even forget to cate his bread, and would hardly 
allow his bodie-neceſfary *refreſhment, ſo much 
was his mind taken up with the pleaſure,he took 
in his Angles and Circles! And of Pliny we read 
that ſuch was the delight he took in learning, 
and enriching his mind with knowledge, that 
he ſometimes neglected both his food; and ſleep; 
ſuch: was the content that Demoſthenes took in 
the art of ſpeaking, that he cared not what tor- 
ment he put his body to, to make himſelf emt- 
nent in that faculty.  _ 5 Io} © * 
And indeed, if knowledge bea pleaſure, if to 
be acquainted with our ſelves be ſatisfaQory, if 
to diſcover the impaſtures, falſhood, deſigns and 
 Ambuſcadoes of: a dangerous enemy be delight- 
fu), Confideration muft needs be ſo; for this 
gives us aninfight into our hearts, let's us ſee 
what weare, pointsat the Nets which are ſpread 
for us, and manifeſts the temptations of the De- 
vil, which, like Limetwigs, are defign'd to catch 
us into death and ruine, That the Devil, or 
rather 
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' rather his Emiſſaries, the evil Spirits: that are 
under his power and dominion, are daily walks 
ing toand fro, and obſerying our aQions, and 
deſigns, and behaviour, the company we con+ 
verſe withal, the circumſtances we are under,our 
conſtitutions, complexions, and diſpoſitions, 
and ſecking whom they may devoyr, the holy 
Ghoſt hath made ſo evident, and 
our own experience doesſo clear- LO ſt 
ly demonſtrate, that he . that. Fphcr. 6. pF 
doubts of it, muſt be a man that's: | 
altogether guided by ſenſe, and takes notice © 
thingsno more than the Beaſts that periſh ; theſe 
evil ſpirits, when ever they tempt, they tempt 
with a deſign to hurt; they try men to do miſf- 
chief, and provoke them to actions as may pull 
down the wrathof God upon their heads. And 
as the inſtruments or engines they make uſe of 
10 their temptationsare various, ſometimesprof- 
perity, ſometimes adverſity, ſometimes our own 
corrupted hearts, giving them advantage to fpur 
us on toſin; fo the temptations vary according 
to the ſeveral degrees, and conditions, and tem- 
pers of men; forit's certain, all men will not'be 
dragged or ſeduced into Hell the ſame way, and 
a temptation which will fit one, will-not fitan- 
other; and a motion which one will contented- 
ly ſwallow, will notgo down with another; ſe- 
veral conſtitutions muſt have ſeveral ſaggeſtions, 
and according as men change, the temptation 
changes, and the Devil takes other meafures. 
Some abhor him intheſhape of aLion, to ſuch 
therefore 
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therefore he is content to come in ſheeps-cloath« 
ing, and they that do.not like to ſee him in the 
figure of a Goate, ſhall behold him transform'd | rt; 
into an Angel of light. So little doth he care # þ 
what poſture heaſſumes, if he doth but prevaile ÞU a 
with the unprovident Pilgrim. They that are Þ } 
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for a bitter potion, ſhall have a bitter potion, and 
they that are for a ſweeter morſel, ſhall have 
it ſuited to their palate? David cannot be per- 
ſwaded the ſame way that Saulis wrought upon, 
and the arguments which prevail with the for- | 
-mer, are of no great force with thelatter. Pazl | 
-1s not tempted'the ſame way that Judas, nor Pe- 
Fer; the ſame way that Herod, The Drunkards 
ttamptations differ from thoſe of the Abſtemious, 
jiand-the Adulterers from the ſuggeſtions of him 
ithat's dull and phlegmatick, and hath no inclin- 
ations to-vices of that nature. The melancha- 
1y- man is opprefs'd with imaginations different 
from thoſe, which the merry and jovial meets 
-Withal-z and we cannot ſuppoſe, that the Pro- 
digal is tormented with the ſame ſuggeſtions that 
.the Covetous ats by : 'Tis-true, in the end, all 
theſe Temptations agree, the intended end being 
deſtruction; and 'oftending God ; but ſtill they 
.are-of different kinds and complexions; and how 
pleaſant muſt it be to ſee through all theſe wiles 
and devices of the Devil,a proſpect which Con- 
ſideration alone can afford. The $killful Gar- 
diner pleaſes: himſelf with his knowledge of the 
beginning, and end of the maze, or: labyrinth, 
- -which the ſtranger, that comes into the —_— 
| ooles 
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looſes himſelf in, He ſees the misguided ſteps of 
the unwary walker, and can tell where be muſt 
tread, and in what order he mult go, and where 
he miſtakes his path and wherin the myſtery lies, 
and by what means, he might eaſily extricate 
himſelf from that inchanted ground, He beholds 
it, and ſmiles, ſo muſthe, thatby Conſideration 
can ſee through all the ſtratagems of the Prince 
of darknels. 

There are many temptations which ſeem to ſol- 
licit to good, when indeed they provoke to 
evil 3 as when a man, who wallows in fin and 
uncleanneſs,is prompted to truſt to God's mercy, 
and to lay hold on the merits of Chriſt, and'to 
apply to himſelf the comforts of the Goſpel. The 
things he is tempted to are good in themſelves, 
but the deſign of the Temptation being to ren- 
der thefinner ſecure and preſumptuous, and care , 
leſs of a ſerious life, it cannot but be a pleaſure 
to any man, that's ſenſible of hisſpiritual intereſt, 
to diſcover the cheat, and this diſcovery is made 
by Confideration of the nature, deſign, and ten- 
dency of the flattering motion. Men are not 
only provoked to commiſſion of fin, but too 
often to negleCt of their duty towards God and 
And he that 1s not tempted to 
Murder, to Theft, to Adultery, to Fornication, 
to Contempt of his Parents,to bearing falſe Wit- 
neſs againſt his Neighbour, is yet enticed toldle- 
neſs, to Fleſh-plealing, to-negle& of Prayer, of 
Meditation, of Charity, of Faith, of Hope, of 
Confidence in Gad,of Zeal,of Fervency,of ſpeak- 
ing 
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ing far Chriſt of vindicating his Honour when 
abus'd, of improving his time to God's glory, 
and hisown eternal good. 

The young man rejoyces in his youth,and let's 
his heart chear him in the days of his youth, and 
walks in the way of his heart, and in the ſight 
of his eyes, hates gravity and ſeriouſneſs, and 
admits of ſuch motions as theſe: The precepts 
of 'the Goſpel ſyre were not intended for me, 
who have youth, and blood, and ſpirit, to fit 
me for recreations : Can I think, God would 

ive mea deſire to things, and not permit meto 
enjoy them ? why ſhouJd I believehe would tan- 
talize me, make me gready after the pleaſures of 
the fleſh, and reſtrain mein the uſe of them ? lee 
the Apples bob againſt my mouth, and forbid 
me to eat of them? Give me a raging hunger 
and thirſt for things of this nature, and oblige 
me to ſtarve my paſſions? I have heard, young 
Saints make old Devils, and I believe it ; for 
when in their riper years they refle& what time 
they have loſt, and how they have ſpent that 
age which was fitteſt for pleaſure, in retired De- 
votion 5 they cannot but turn profane out of 
deſpight, and ſtrive toredeem thetime they have 
mis-ſpent in following the advice of melancho- 
ly Scholars. Religion is a thing fit only for 
' thoſe, who are either diſcontented, or grown 
weary of the World, for men who can fin no 
more, and whom age hath mortified into forfak- 
ing of their Vices; ſhall I forbearmy Mirth, and 
amorous Songs, and witty Talk, my — 
an 
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and modiſh Accompliſhments, for I know not 
what? Shall Tin the midſt of my bed of Flowers 


think of Death,and judgement and in a Paradiſe 
meditate of Hell, and darken my ſprightly ap- 
prehenſions, with ſmoke fetched from that fiery 
furnace? when the World, and its glories ſmile 
upon me, ſhall I make a ſullen face, and furrow 
thoſe cheeks with my teares, which were form'd 
on purpoſe to be warmed with the ſofter kiſſes 
of the female ſex> The men in black ſpeak for 
their own intereſt, and God ſureiskindertomen, 
than to givethem an appetite to ſenſual ſatisfa&- 
10ns, and then put bits, and bridles in their 
mouth's to curb them. What need this haſte? 
and why ſhould I apply my ſelf to a Religious 
hfe ſoearly, when I have ſome forty, fifty, three- 
ſcore years before me, and canſhake off my fol- 
lies any time hereafter ? 

Thus the weak youngſter pleads, and embraces 
theſe motions, as Cordials fe his ſickly paſſions, 
as Elixirs for his heated blood ; Confideration 


would let him ſee, that theſe temptations are 


Meſſengers of the Devil, threadsto lead him in- 
to darkneſs, into captivity, into perfed flavery, 
and none but a madman could forbear rejoycing 
at ſo happy a diſcovery. | 

When thegray and hoary head, from his great 
age infers the greatneſs of his graces, andfrom 
the multitude of his years concludes the multi« 
tude of his virtues; flatters himſelf that God 
loves him, becauſe he hath had little or no affli- 
Qion in the world ; and from his impunity here, 
draws an argurent to prove his impunity here- 
after, 
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after, and ſooths himſelf with Gods favour up- 


on this account chiefly, becauſe he never diſco- 
ver'd his anger in ſignal judgments, and bids his 
Soul.'truſt to it, that he ſtands fair in the good 
opinion and eſteem of God, becauſe his labours 
in the world: have been crown'd with ſucceſs ; 
and becauſe he hath a Garden of Eder here, ſe- 
curely promiſes himſelf a Paradiſe hereafter ; and 
will not be perſuaded to the contrary, but that 
his plenty here, is but an earneſt of a fuller Vin- 
tage, and richer Granary intended for himin the 
Land of Canaan; and that his long life on Earth, 
is a pledge of his eternal life in Heaven. What 
are theſe but temptations, which Conſideration 
would diſcover to be Impoſtures, and conſe- 
quently ſhed both light and joy into the Soul. 
When the poor from their outward conclude 
their ſpiritual poverty, and will needs think, 
that they are in a ſtate of grace, becauſe they are 
in a ſtate of want: whenthey think that Lazar- 
5 was ſaved becauſe he had not where withal to 
ſubſiſt,, and was admitted into Abraharrs boſom 
for no other reaſon, but becauſe he had no cer- 
taine dwelling-place 3 when they imagine that 
his ſores alone mounted him to Heaven, and the 
Dogs licking them was all the motive the holy 
Angels had to carry him on their Wingsz when 
' they argue from their diſconſolate eſtates on 
Earth, that they may lawfully negle&the known 
duties of Religion, and fancy that they may ſe- 
curely pilfer, becauſe God hath made no other 
proviſion for them; and that they ſhall _ 
Weld, | their 
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| FAY go00d things in the next World, becauſe 


they. received their evil things in this ; that they 
ſhall be rich-in Heaven, becauſe they were de- 
ſtitute of conveniencies here.on earth; that they 


muſt neceſſarily be the Lords hereafter, becauſe 


they were Beggars here; and ſhall certainly re- 
joyce in the next life, becauſe they mourn'd in 
this valley of tears; and cannot but be bleſſed 


for ever, becauſe they had a very large meaſure 


of miſery here. When the rich from their pre- 
rogative on Earth, conclude their prerogative 
in Heaven and becauſe they are advanc'd above 
other men, think they may uſe greater liberty 
in. offending God than others ; and becauſe they 
have greater Eſtates than'the meaner ſort, may 
therefore ſin more boldly, and more confident- 
ly than they, When they think their little cha- 
rities will waft them over to the ſhore of a hap- 
py Eternity, though they feed their luſts, and 
fancy that preparation for another world, con- 
ſiſts in little but being kind now and then to 
a needy man. When they imagine that a Leg- 
acy left to the poor: of the Pariſh, is an aſſur- 
ance of their Treaſure laid up jn Heaven, or 
that their giving ſome thing to a Hoſpital, will 
palliate their willful offences, and throw a cloak 
over them, that God may not ſee them. When 
from their power they inter the lawfulneſs of their 
extrayagancies, and becauſe they can can ſtand 
It out, and brave the World, fancy they may op- 
preſs the poorer ſort, aud may ſwear and curſe 
more boldly than their Tenants, and reſent, and 

| | affront, 
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affcont, and revenge injuries, with greater juſtice 
that Clowns and Peaſants: when from the cuſt- 
om of the Age, they infer their priviledge of 
being more ſenſual than other men; and becauſe 
perſons of the ſame quality are not, argue that 
they need not be ſo cautious and circumſpett in 
their words and waysas other men. £1 
When the Gentiler ſort of people feel inclin- 
ations in themſelves tobe aſhamed of the Goſpel, 
and to forbear profefiing any zeal or fervency 
for Religion incompany, where Chriſt's blood 
and wounds are abus'd, where God and Hea- 
ven are rallied, where the precepts of the Al- 
mighty are laugh'd at, and the Goſpel turn'd in- 
to ridicule; when they think it's enough to ſay 
their prayers, though they take great liberty to 
talk fooliſhly, and imagine it's needleſs to keep 
their thoughts fix'd upon God in their Deyo- 
tion, while they perform the task they have been 
uſed to; when they negle&t the publick upon 
flight occafions, and their private duties forevery 
impertinent viſit, that's made to them, and think 
that God is taken more with outward bowings, 
and cringings in his ſervice, than with a heart 
melting at the Conſideration of their ſins z when 
they find an unwiHingneſs ſeize upon their ſpirits, 
to reprove either their equals or inferiors, for 
fome notorious impiety they commit 3 When 
they think it is below them to pray with their 
Families, to exhort their Servants to ſeriouſneſs, 
and to ſhew a good example to thoſe that are 
under their charge ; when they find a diſpoſition 
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of Conſiderafloit. 47 
to comply with lewd ſociety, tolaughand (mile, 
and conſent to their frothy ſpeeches,and abuſive 
reflections, and to conceal the truth, where it 
ought to be profeſſed and ſpoken. 

When the Tradeſmanthinks of putting off his 
naughty Commodities to the 1gnorant Chap- 
man, and of circumventing and deceiving his 
Neighbour, where his Neighbour underſtands 
not what he buys; when he is willing to put off 
his devotion, upon every trivial worldly buſt 
neſs that comes in his way; and to create buſt- 
neſs, rather than obey the checks of his Con- 
ſcience, that chides him for not minding his ſpi- 
ritual concerns more, When he is loth to do ats 
of Charity, becauſe he hath a Wife and Family 
to maintain, and is afraid he may want himſelf. 
When he thinks, that Pitey may procure Po- 
verty, and (triqneſs of life may loſe him his 
Cuſtomers, and following the ways of God,may 
make his acquaintance leave him 3 and that to 
be idle 1n his Shop, is better than reading or me- 
ditating, or employing his mind 1n contempla- 
tions of God's goodneſs and mercy, and the va- 
tous bleſſings he hath beſtow'd upon him. 

When Parents areunwilling to correct and ad» 
moniſh their Children, are perſuaded tolet them 
take their courſe, abuſe others and deſpiſe thoſe 
they have a grndge againſt. When they are 


' prompted to connive at them alone in their fins, 


rill they grow older, and to indulge them in 
their undecencies, till they arrive to a greater 


uſe of their reaſon;when their fondneſs bids them 
Et - L uſe 
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uſe gentle means, where more ſevere proceed- | 


ings are neceſſary, and excuſe immodeſt carriage 
in them, which they are apt to find fault with in 
the children of their Neighbours. When they 
areloth to inſtru& themin the fear of God, loth 
to initiate them in the love of their faithful Cre- 
ator, are apt to be more angry with their Chil- 
dren and Servants for neglecting their commands, 
than the fervice of God ; and apt to be delight- 
ed more with their induſtry and pains in Tem- 
poral concerns, than with their attempts in the 
affairs of their everlaſting ſalvation : apter to 
reach them how to maintain the pun&ilio's of their 
honour, than aſſert the glory of God; and apter 
to encorage them in vindicating their credit and 
reuputation,than inſecuring the everlaſting Tre4- 
ſures,or making their Calling and Eleftion ſure. 


When Children (provided they are able) are | 


loth to relieve their Parents, loth to adminiſter 
unto them neceffaries if in want, unwilling to 
obey thoſe wholeſome counſels, which their Pa- 
rents, guided and encourag'd by the Word of 
God, impart to thein, unwillingto imitate them 
in their ſeriouſneſs and heavenly-mindedneſs, are 
apt to obey their Parents more than God, and 
apt to do evil, becauſe their Parents bid them, 
though God enjoyns the contrary 3 when upon 
their parents finding fault with them, they are 
moved toexpoſetheir infirmitiesto the contempt 


of others, and to call any thing unreaſonable, 


they bid them do,becauſe it agrees not with their 
preſcat intereſt when they find in themſelves an 
»23 inclination 
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inclination to mourh more for diſpleafing their 
Parents, tnan offending a gracious God and 
tobe mote pleaſed with the ſmiles of thoſe which 
have the Government of them, than with the 
light of God's countenance. | 

When Servants are moved to backbite and 
revile their Maſters according to the fleſh, find 
an unwillingneſs upon their ſpirits to honour the 
froward as well as the Gentle, are apt to be un- 
faithful to them, to imbezel their goods, and to 
wrong them it things they have committed to 
their charge 3 when thoughtsof revealing the ſe- 
crets of the Family meerly to ſport themſelves, 
ariſe in their minds; when they find inclinations 
to be induſtrious in their Maſters prefence, care- 
le and lazy in their abſence, to put them off 
with eye-ſervice, as rnen-pleaſers, ro murmur a- 
gainſt their lawful injunctions, to anſwer again 
If rebuked for their faults, and to conſpire as 
gainſt them by way of revenge.  _ 

What are all theſe motions and inclinations, 
but Temptations of the great deſtroyer of mens 
Souls 2 Theſe are ſome of the ginns and ſtrata- 
gems, whereby he doth inſenſibly ruine thegreat- 
eſt part of mankind ; Becaule they look like out 
own thoughts, therefore we ſuſpect no enemy, 
and becauſe he mingles his ſuggeſtions with our 


own ittiaginations, and gives them the ſame ſhape, 


we know nothing to the contrary, but that they 
are friendly motions; but notwithſtanding all 
this they are meſſengers that come out of the. 
Camp of the Philiſtines, from the leaguer of 

| : Li $ Hell, 
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Hell, and we may confidently affirm , That what- 
ever Thought, Reaſon, Argument, Suggeſtion, 
Propoſition, Imagination would diſcourage us 
from a cloſe adherence unto God, from a fervent 
love to our gracious Redeemer, from earneſt 
breathings and pantings after him, from rely- 
ing on him, and —_—_ him, and encourage 
us to any hing that's diſplealing to God , or 
contrary to Chriſt's Rules and Injunttions,or pre- 
Judicial to the honour of God, or to the wel- 
fare of our Neighbour, or to a good Conſcience, 
whether the ſuggeſtion be immediately like light- 
ning, ſhot and darted into the mind, or convey- 
ed mediately by our corrupted hearts, or by the 
world, or by adverſity, or by proſperity, or by 
good report, or by evil report, they are Temp- 
tations of the Enemy, which, how plauſible ſo- 
ever, deſign nothing but our decay in goodnels, 
and in the favour of God, and the lols of our 
ſpiritual comfort and refreſhment. Conſfider- 
ation examinestheend of all theſe motions, and 
finding out the miſchief they drive at, diſcoyer- 
ing the Tempeſt they aim at, it cannot but pive 
great ſatisfaction to a rational man, that would 
not be a ſtranger to himfelt. 

Indeed, none are moreſenſibleof the pleaſure 
of this Conſideration, than thoſe whom God's 
Spirit hath rais'd from the death of ſin, and who 
haveeſcap'd the pollutionsof the world through 
juſt. Theſe refle&t with-more than ordinary de- 
light on the ſnares, from which they have in a 
great meaſure been deliverd. And though they 


ace fill ſubje& to Temptations, yet that which 
very 
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very much contents-them, is, that they are not 
Ignorant of Satan's devices. Tofſeeall his work- 
ings under ground, to ſee the ſteps, he goes by, 
and while he thinks we are blind and do not 
mind to arm our (elves againſt them, increafes the 
ſatisfaftion. Fancy you ſee Faxx tn the Celler 
laying his Faggotsin order, digging a hole in the 
ground, and laying a train of Gunpowder, while 
the wretch ſuſpe&ts no man, that takes notice of 
him. The undiſcover'd ſpeCtator knows he can 
cruſh his deſignes in a moment, and therefore 
with pitty, and pleaſure beholds the induſtry of 
the Caitit. They ſee the windings and turnings 
of the Enemy, and can laugh at the miſerable 
ſhifts he uſes to deceive them. They tee his go- 
ings and his ways, and can trace the Foe in all 
his (tratagems. They ſee his juggles, and how 
he.teazes the (inner day and night, 

| Look, O my Soul, look upon yonder ſinner, 
that hath renounc'd his follies,and yet goes droop- 
ing under the burthen of his{ins. Doſtnot thou 
ſee the Enemy behind him ? The Foe can make 


him preſume no longer, and therefore he ſeeks to 


drive him to deſpair; and he that, before told 
the Wretch of Gardens, and Walks, and Plea- 
ſures, now ſhews him nothing but Hell, and a 
burning Lake. He that before repreſented God 
to him as a mighty #4ardaapalys, one that doth 


' not mind ſuch little things as fins, now fers out 


God, array'din a habit ct vengeance, and as one 
who doth but watch for an opportunity to con- 


demn him. He that beforegave him words ſofter 


L 3 than 
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than Oyl, now diſcoyers to him drawn Swords, 
and he that before flatter'd him with beds of 
Roſes, and couches of [vory, and {ew'd pillowes 
under his ellbows, now giveshim a profpe& of 
nothing but racks and tortures, and that which 
before feenvd only a harmleſs butterfly, now 
turns into an ugly Toad. He that before made 
the burthen lighter than ſtraw and {tubble, now 
makes his little finger heavier than his loins, and 
aſſures him, that what ſeem'd but a Cloud be- 
ore, is all Hill and Mountain now. He that 
| beforetalk'd of nothing but mercy-ſeats, now 
changes his note, and knows of no other reme- 
dies, but Tribunals of Judgment. He that be- 
fore made the filly Wretch believe, that God 
had no voice but that of mercy, no Sceptre but 
that of love, makes God all Thunder and Light- 


ning now. | 
Jude believes him, and 1s loſt ; Mary Mag- 
dalen ſees the impoſture, and eſcapes; ſhe reſts 
upon.Chriſt's ward, and is convanc'd, that there 
is no fin that's.capable of true repentance, but 
is capable of pardon too 3 and that Chriſt js ſo 
far from caſting thoſe away that come to him 
with an humble and .contrite :Spuit, that the 

reatelſt eaſe and refreſhment 1s:their portion. She 
ces, that the poor 1n ſpirit have a right to the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and thatthoſe that mourn, 
ſhall-never be deſtitute of comfort. She is ſen- 
fible, how happy that perſon 1s, . that feels his 
heart :bleeding and melting upon the account 
of his formeriins, and can make his bedto vim 
| RES 


— 5. on Xt 


RY —_— PRI— —Y F Y _—_ C— 2 pp mk @ 


OF > — w F YT [i 


of Conſideration, 147 
with tears. She isfenfible,the holy Ghoſt moves 
upon theſe waters, and that ſuch a perſon is in- 
dced baptized. with water and the holy Ghoſt. 

This ſhe beholds, and beholds with pleaſure. 
Conſideration gives her a proſpect of the Devil's 
ſabtilty, and her eyes guſh out with tears of 
joy. And certainly, it it bea greater pleaſure 
to ſee, than togropein thedark ; a greater plea- 
ſure to know the'precipices I am hurried into, 
than to have them hid from mine eyes; a great- 
er pleaſure to ſee the brink of deftruftion I do 
ſtand upon, than to be ignorant of it 3 Conſti- 
deration muſt be-a pleaſure, for this ſhews me 
the ſteep Rock , Temptation, this ignis fatuws 
would have led me to, the Ditch this falſe Light 
would have flatter'd me into, the fatal Sea this 
falſe Star would have ſeduc'd me into. This muſt 
neceſlarily fill me with gladnels, for it gives me 
a proſpect of the Whirle-pool, where the De- 


vil thought to have ſplit my Veſſel, .the ſands, a- 


gainſt which I was to have ſtranded, the Earth- 
quake that ſhould have made meſink into the 
ground, and of the terrible tempeſt, that ſhould 
have carried me away. 

' How havel ſeen a Traveller rejoyce, when 
waking in the morning, he hath ſeen the Water, 
or the Mine, he muſt have neceffarily tumbled 
into, if he had gone but one ſtep farther, and 
had not ſtopt where he did ? how doth he ad- 
mire the Providence which hath preſerv'd him? 
and how doth he go on in his way rejoycing,that 


he hath ſeen the Gulph he might have ruſh'd 
| L 4 into, 
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into, and eſcap'd it! And, O ſinner, doſt not 
thou think thou ſhould'ſt rejoyce, to find by 


Conſideration, that thy averſneſs from Religion, 


thy backwardneſs to Devotion, thy unwilling- 
neſs to ſpend time in private Meditations, thy 
excuſations of ſin, thy palliations of extravagant 
deſires, thy pleadings for Licentiouſneſs, thy A- 
pologies for pleaſing the luſts of thy fleſh,thy 
eagerneſs to run into evil company, thy defires 
to wallow 1n uncleanneſs,thy longings after things 
God's Word forbids, thy inclination to unbelief, 
that all thefe are temptations of the Devil, Corn 
which that Fowler ſpreds and ſcatters before the 
unwary Birds, to kill and todeſtroy them ? Con- 
ſideration would diſmantle Satan, pull off his 
mask and vizard, and convince thee, that the 
ſweetneſs of the Potion is but to make the Poy- 
ſon go down more glib; and however the Pill 
may be gilded, it is but to dazle thee into love 
with eternal ruine. This would tell thee, look, 
here wasthe Cave,into which thou ſhould {t have 
been dragg'd, and then murthred , behind this 
buſh, behind this temptation, lay the Lion,watch- 
ing thy playing with the baite. This device was 
to have made thee weary. of Religion, the other 
was to havedrawnaway thy affeCtions from God, 
And what man of fence can reflec on theſe hid- 
den things of diſhoneſty, he hath eſcaped, with- 
out blefling the Almighty, and going on like the 
Eunuch A#. 8. 39. in his way rejoycing? 


V. Im- 
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of Conſideration, 149 
V. Impediment. 

V. Danger of lofng their unlawful gain, It's 

a thing not unuſual for men to thrive by fin, and 


to proſper by iniquity ;z rogrow rich by oppreſ(- 
ſion, and toadvance in wealth by unlawful Call- 


1ngs3 to get money by pleaſing other menin their 


luſt, and to-procure a livelioood by injuſtice, 
and complying with the Vices of the Age we 
live in. The Devil mult have ſome rewards to 
beſtow, elſe his Kingdom would ſoon expire 
and though his rewards, as well as temptations, 
are deceitfu], yet rewards they are, and being 
preſent and viſible, and conſequently apt to make 
the deeper impreſſions, they invite more ſtrong- 
ly, and careſs meninto defires'and appetite. Men 
many times would not venture on fin, but that 
they believe it is the way togain, and the known 
road to advantage and emolument. - And as in . 
1s judged to be the way to profit, ſo'they look 
upon't as the only means to preſerve what they 
have got and acquired. . | 

if Abſo!or had not had a Kingdom 1n his eye, 
he would hardly have dared to rebel, and, Vi- 
per-like, prey'd upon the bowels that did feed 
and nouriſh him. Demas ſees how -plentifully 
the Heathen Prieſts did live;; what credit, what 
honour, what wealth and glory.-they enjoy 'd, 
and that makes .himi forſake- Chriſtianity, and 
embrace their-ways., It was gain made Dexee- 
trius ſo zealous for the worſhip of: Dianaz and 
| the 


the Maſters of that Darſel that had a Familiar 
Spirit, ſo earneſt for telling of Fortunes, and un- 
lawful Divinations. It is this, that makes thou- 
Gands'camply with mens ſinful humors, and un- 
willingneſs to looſe a temporal advantage makes 
them jogg on in a courſe, which perhaps they 
-do diſlike. Tell them of their fin, arid how 
dangetous it is, the anſwer is, they cannot help 
M, and becauſe they muſt not want bread, they 
muſt neceſlarily continue tooffend God, Their 
maintainance -is wrapt up in their tranſgrefſion, 
and having laidit down, as a Maxim, that no- 
thing can be ill that makes for their profir, and 
m_ ument, they defend their fin and their gain 
together, and jufftifie the one by the other. He 
that hath but little to live upon in the world, 
what thou]d he do but ſeek ſupport, where he 
can findit? andif providence caſt his lot among 
'men, that will give him nothing, 'or ſtop up.the 
River of their bounty to him," except he do, as 
they do, flatter their mardinate deſires, and ac- 
commodate his will to'theirs, and lie, and ſwear, 
and drink with them, and commend theirlewder 
doings, he muſt take that way, there being no 
other within profpett. 7 Tio 
Thisit'slike mide Rahab turn harlot, and ma- 
ny- of the Jews, Publicans, and Extortioners. 
'Nay itblinds theeye;and what evermen do,looks 
harmleſs where! gvin'is the mantle, that doth 
coverit. This made Hophniand Phineas (bame 
their profeſſion, and-Felix pervertuſtice. This 
made Judas a Tcatior, andthe Phariſees guilty 
Mz Ke 


of Conſideration. I5T 


.of moſt notorious Hypocriſy. Lerd! what 


doth not hope of preferment make men dg, 
and how 1s all Religion Jaid aſide, where gree- 
dineſs after gain begins to engrols the faculties? 
This made the Jews become Idolaters. And we 
know who they were that told the Prophet Jer- 
emy, As for the word that thou haſt ſpoken unto ws 
in the Name of the Lord, we will not hearken unto 
thee : But we will certainly do whatſoever thing 
goes forth out of our own month, to burn —_ 


amto the Dueen of Heaveu, and to pour ont drink- 


offerings nnto her ; for then we had plenty of vitt- 
wals, and were well, and ſaw no evil. But ſince 
we left off to burn incenſe to the Queen of Heaven, 
and to porr out drink-offerings unto her, we hve 
wanted all things, and have been conſum'd by 
the ſword and by the famine, Fer. 44. 16, 17, 
IS. 

And indeed, this principle, that a ſinful life 
1s the only profitable life, doth ſo ſpread, and 
infet the hearts of men, that moſt are afraid to 
{it down and conſider their ways, for fear-Con- 
fideration ſhould make thera weary of a ſinfyl 
life, and canſequently makethem quit andeaſhier 
the gain and profit they do reap by it. Profit 
1s the ;great Goddeſs the world adores, and to 
preſerye that, men ,employ their {trength and 
friends, and make yſe of all opportunities. to 
ſecuret 3 it's that which they axe. truly jealous 
of, and which js as dear to them as their Jves, 
and which makes them climbRocks, andclamber 
Moyntains, and fight their way through all im- 
«8 | pediments 
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pediments that would oppoſe andcroſs it : Touch 
that, and you touch the apple of theireye ; and 

- Whatever cauſe they are zealous for, though o- 
ther reaſons may be pretended, yet profit and 

' Intereſt commonly is the true cauſe that inflames 

their paſſions, and makes their ſpirits fervent ; 
and they ſeldom matter whether it be by {awful 
or unlawful ways, that they have made their for. 
tunes, ſo they be but made and advanc'd to 

ſuch a pitch, they'll beſure to protett what they 
have purchas'd; anditis notaneaſie matter ſha]l 
ſnatch it out of their clutches. 
Conſideration, that unruly faculty, would 
create 1ll thoughts of ſuch gain in their minds ; 
ſuggeſt to them thefate of men, who make con- 
ſcience truckle to their intereſt, how they make 
God a ſlave to man, and the Almighty a ſervant® 
to the baſeſt maſter, even to the world 3 than 
which nothing can be morecontemptible! How 
by that means they bring in Atheiſm, and deny 

Gods being, it being all one, no God, and a 

God, that's ſubje& to the Creature, and how 

fearful conſequently their end mult be,their pro- 

ceedings being in effe&t nothing, but a deriſfion 
of the Deity. And therefore as men that are . 

'Jothto meet their Creditors, and when they ſee 

"them afar off, 'turn out of 'the way, that they - 

'may have no occaſion to ſpeak to them 3 ſo the 

ganerality of men do carefully ſhun Confider- 

ation,. as ati unhappy Remembrancer, that will 
put them in mind of things they do not deſire 


to hear, and touch the ſore they would mw have 
We . hand- 


_ of Conſideration, TE: 
handled or medled withal, and ſearch into thoſe 
wounds they would not have healed up, or come 


under the hand of a Phyſitian. I do but think 


what a world of Religious men we ſhould have, 
how men would flock to Chriſt from all corners, 
what a number of pious Souls would appear in 
all places, if we could aſſurethem, thata ſerious 
life will for certain furniſh them with an eſtate 
anſwerable to their luxurious appetite; andIam 
apt to believe, were men confident, and could 
they truſt to it, that they ſhould get an Eſtate. 
of 9 or 100001. per anmm, by frequent read- 
ing,praying,meditating, and obedienceto Chriſt's 
commands, the greateſt part would make a hard. 
ſhift to conſider how toleave theirſins and vices, 
and apply themſelves to reformation 3 weſhould 
hear no more of the excuſes they now make, 
that they. have no time, or that their condition, 
1s ſuch,that they cannot ſerve Cod as they ſhould. 
The impoſltbilities they now pretend, would all. 
vaniſh ; and they that now rack, and torment, 
and tire themſelves for alittle profit, upon profſ- 


| peCtof ſo conliderableanadvantage, would turn 


their pains and labour another way, and become, 
very devout Worſhippers of the holy Jeſus, and 
find no ſuch troublein a circumſpect life, as now 
they do. One great reaſon why the Jews did 
not. believe in Jeſ#s was becauſe he came with-. 
outa Royal Train, They expeCtted a Meſſzas,. 
that ſhould ride in triumph, cruſh the Heathen; 
world, make the reſt of mankind ſlaves to the. 
ſeed of Abrabarr, and enrich all his c—— 
wit 
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with the fpoit of porent nations, and had the 
Lotd Jeſ#s given therh afſfſurarices that all of theth 
fhonld have had preferrient in his Court, and 
be put into gaitiful Offices, wheteby they might 
ettrich themſelves, and their wives, and childten, 
8tid hve at their eaſe to the ſarisfation of the 
flefti and pleaſihg of their ſenfual apperite,whete 
oneadhered to him, there would havebeen a hwun- 
dred,that would hayeflock'd to his Tent,and very 
few ſtood out, or with the invited gueſts im the 
Goſpel, anſwer'd, 7 pray thee have me excuſed. 


Should Chriſt appear i a viſible ſhape from 


Heaver) to the Sweater, or Drunkard, or Forni- 
cator, or Adulterer, or Covetous, or any other 
of the ſinful Herd, with vaſt glittering Treaſures 
Ih lis hand; nay, could we, the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel, ſecure ſuch a Lordſhip, ſuch a Prins 
cipality, fucha Kingdom, ſuch an Empire, to any 
of thete firimers, upon condition they would part 
with their Vices; ſure, it would be a mighy temp- 
tation to them, to ſhake hands with their darling 
ittþietres; forl fee they ſell their Souls to the De- 
vil for 2, 3, or 4001. many times ; and Iam fo 
ctititable as to think, they would ſave them for 
a far more confiderable ſum. "LO 
rs like ſore would be ſobruitiſh, foſwiniſh, 
{> fottiſh, ( and yet but very few neither ) that 
would rather ſtarve, than leave their fins; dwell 
rather if a Hogs-{fie than renounce wallowing m 
the wire of their follies ; and live upon bread 
att4 water, rather than deny their tuftful defires z 
ad Novp to the meaneſt, loweſt, and _— 
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did condition in the world; rather than bow to 
the noble Commands of Chriſt Jeſus; but one 
might engage ſafely for the generality of ſinners, 
Profit and Riches being the great Loadſtone thar 
makes Men willirig to do any thing. 

I ſee, how if a Prince, or other great perſon, 
Men depend upon or expect ſomething from, dif- 
like ſuch a fin, they are guilty of, they can for- 
bear it, and comply with their Princes will and 
devotion. | read, of Theodoſius the younger, 
how all the Courtiers betook themſelves to Re- 


. ligious Exerciſes, when the Emperor, aud his Siſter 


would encourage none, but thoſe did fo, and the 
Coutt became a kind of Monaſtery, fo ſtrong an 
influence had the Emperors Example,and Wull on 
all that depended on his favour. When Di- 
onyſiis of Syracuſe applied himſelf to Philoſophy, 
and countenanc'd none, but Philoſophers, moſt 
men, that exſpected any gracefrom him; became 
Students of Philoſophy. I ſee how a Perſon of 
Quality can frown all his Family into ſeriouſtiefs 5 
and the moſt vicious Servant he hath, for fear 
of loſing his Maſters favor, and the good place 
he hath under him, will find a way for profits 
ſake to ſubdue his inclinations, and take leave of 
a ſinful pleaſure, ſince it 15 fo, that he cannot en- 
Joy thatand his Maſters good will together. And 
therefore could we promiſe Temporal Crowns 
and Scepters, and Eſtates, and were weable to 
perform our promiſeupon Mens quitting of their 
fins, it's very probable, Holineſs and Seriouſneſs 
would be mainly embrac'd and follow'd, and 
| what 
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what is now-out 'of faſhion, would be as much 


the modethen;-anda perſon that would not con- 
.fortn to the'Rules and Orders of a ſerious life, 

would look like an Antick as much, as he doth 

now, that dares be truly good in a ſinful, and a- 

dulterous generation. IS 

Burt ſeeing all the Divinity: we teach, cannot 
Increaſe their Trade, and make their rocks drop 
with honey,and fill their trunks with ſhining clay, 
_ they look upon that holineſs, we preſs and recom- 
mend to them, as a very beggarly buſineſs, and 
mind it only onthe By, when they have nothing 
elleto do.” 
Andthisisit, confirms themin their fancy, That 

a looſe and vicious Life is the only gainful Life, 
a Maxim notoriouſly falſe, and which Conſider- 
ation would ſoon ſcatter, were it but call'd in to 
doirs Office; This would pull them by the ſleeve, 
and bid them look on the Covetous Gehazzz How 
he o__- indeed by lying, but with his gain, inher- 
ite the Leproſy, and how in the fame manner 
theLeproſy of fin will cleave to their Souls, har- 
den their hearts, make them averſe from good- 
neſs, and! render their repentance difficult, if not 

unpoſlible, and how this 18 but the Divelspolicy, 
by theſe little things to rob them of the greater, 
. and deludes them with theſe dreams, that when 
theday of the laſt judgement ſhall dawn, they 
may find themſelves the moſt miſerable creatures 
under Heaven, how by this their finful gain, they 
arme the Enemy againſt. themſelves, and put'a 

Sword into his hand to deftroy, and kill _ 
"$517 this 
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this would repreſent to them, hoy. their gain» 
which hath fo ill a foundation, muſt neceſlxrily 
be:a Moth in their Eſtatesz and how promiſing 
>th | ſfoever their gettings may be for the preſent, they 
| 2. & will ſoon bring a conſumption on their fortune, 
and prepare for their greater ſorrow ahd vexa- 

ot | tion. This would repreſent to them, how ſucki 
op gain doth purchaſe the wrath of God, and pro=- 
cures treaſures of Gods indignation, how it 
m- & prognoſticates a more plentiful condemfhatior, 
nd 8 and is apreſage of richer flames hereafter. This 
ng Nl would lay before them that ſaying of Chriſt, 
Mat, 16, 26, What ſhall it profit a man, if he 

t Wl gain the whole world, and loſe his own ſoul? or 

| what ſhall a man give in exchange for his ſoul? This 
would ſhew them their ſtupendious folly, in 
yenturing eternal torment for a little traſh 3 and 
diſcoverto them , how dear they buy their plens 
" Candi would let them fee, That a 

ſerious Life is, in deſpite of all the ſuggeſtions 
of the Devil to the contrary, the way to the 
reateſt gain, and yields the moſt durable pro- 

t, and laysa foundation forriches, which grow . 

not old,and fadenotaway 3 That Abrahams faith 
made him richer, then. his poſſeſſions did, atid 
that. Gods ſaying to him, I am. thy ſtueld, and. 
ceeding -great reward, proclaim'd hini more 


Z f bat noehing can.Be of greater valie. then divime 
n, IN Love,and that Pence with *Y 
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Treaſure, than all 'the Gold of- Ophir ; andRe- 
conciliation, by the blood, of Jeſus, a nobler 
poſſeſſion, than all the jewelsand pearls of the 
[ndian Monarchs: and that the Apoſtle was in 
the right, when he counted all things but loſs and 
dung for the excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt, 


Phil. 3. 8, 
This would ſhew them, That: Friendſhip with | 


God, and Fellowſhip with the Father, and his 
Son Jeſus Chriſt, is worth more than Ten thou- 
ſand worlds, and repreſent to them the groans 
of the damn'd in Hell, who, were they to live 
over their days again, would ſell all they had to 
rchaſe this Pearl, and give Ten thouſand mil- 
Hons of gold, if they had them, for this Friend- 
ſhip, -becauſe this Friendſhip' would blow out 
their flames, and' cool their burning Tongues, f 
which all that mafs'of wealth will not do. '* - by 
Canſideration. would Jay open all the riches, Ml 
a ſcrious' Life procuresz -3 would let them fee, 
that the interceſſion of Chriſt Jeſus is entail'd 
upon't, a bleſfing  inconſiderable in the eyes c 
the world, but Shich Meri, wilt one day ſet a 
higher price ypon, whenit is too late. A bleC 
fing which neither Tartalus his wealth, nor £4 
 inzw. his lands, nor Cleopatra's Jewels, nor 
Aretbacies his Golden Veſſels, nor C reſus- his 
poli ons,nor Craſſe# his demefries Cai paraliel;W. c 
o have an rk 16d in Heaven, who anſwergl””. 
all the Cavils and Fxoeptiptis and Accuſations 
of the Devil [Er igſt our finctre "Endedvoiirs, t 
who. controlls os wad malice of thie-Ene-M... 
ON D 
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l ty; ſteps in, while the Foe is arguing againft 

us, fhewshis Merits, bis Wounds, and the Marks 
© B of his Nails, and makes'our imperfe&; Services 
1 B paſs for current Coinin the Court of the Higheſt 
4 I 
s 
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covers the weakneſles and infirmities of our Du- 
' BY ties, perfumes our Devotions with the precious 
hk {4 odours of his fatisfaQtian; offers up our prayers 
in. his golden Cenſer, throws his Garment ayer 


" us, ſtops the Lyons mouth:that's open'd againſt 
WH us; contrives: our happineſs, promotes our in- 
5 BY tereſt with God, and pleads; nottocaſt us away 
YI from his preſence; nor to take his holy Spirit from 
5 us3 what-profit there is in_ having ſuch: an In» 
1. terceſſor, none will ere long be more ſenſible 


' of, than thoſe who have been deſtitute: of the 
i benefit of this interceſfion, and: indeed none 
5 ſhare in that-mercy, but men; that dare; apply 
themſelves to that ſeriqus. Life, whereof Conſte 
deration. is: the Key: 00 | 973; 
Conſideration would ſhew them, That. this 
ſerious Life gains the affiſtance and! illumination 
of Gods Spirit. ww me that moment, that 
without it the Greateſt Phaloſopher is but aDunce 
znd a man. Jies expoſed:toall the infinuations of 
ſeducers, is like a. wave of. the Sea. toft:to,- and: 
fro, and' his: Wine of the Vine of: Sadow, and 
of thefieldsof Gomarrha, his Grapes,are: Grapes 
of Gall; and his cluſters: bitter, his Wine is tlie: 
poiſon of Dragons, and the venomaf; Alps, that 
Is, evenhis: devotions are abominations;. m__ 
Indeed, to-have the mind: {: purged, 'ab-to fad 
; -n_—— objedts;; 
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the beauty of holineſs, the odiouſneſsand loath- 
ſomneſs of ſin, the tranſcendent excellency of 
God, the deſigns of Gods Providence, the me- 
.thods of Gods Mercy,the reaſonableneſs and-e- 
quityof his proceedings,and to be fo aſſiſted from 
above, as to dare to oppoſe the moſt pleaſing 
"Temptations, though they charm never ſo wiſe- 
ly; and to efteem one hours communion with 
God, above all the preferments and glories of 
the world; ( for'ing this manner the Holy Ghoſt 
afliſts thoſe that apply themſelves to a ſerious 
circumſpe& Life he that fees no profit ;.no 
gain, no adyantages in this priviledge,may juſt- 
ly beſuppoſed to he quite blinded by the god of 


this world. ' © | 

Conſideration would let them ſee, That :the 
Promiſes of the- Goſpel are otherguiſe Riches, 
than plenty of Corn-and Wine, and Oyl; that 
thereis no diſtreſs, nocalamity, no miſery,where- 

' In theſe Promiſes cannot hold a Believers head , 
and {upport him.againſt fainting; that theſe can 
give content, when nothingin the world canqui- 
ettheSouh and:that.thefecan make mentriumph, 
wheathey are made asthefilth of the world, and 
as theoff-ſcowring of all things. » 
Conſideration would let them ſee theunſpeak- 
—_—_— which attends the ſerious, fincere, and 
ſelf-denying Chriſtian, when he comes to dyes | 
how little heis frighted, how big his hopes and | 
expettations- grow, how contentedly he leaves 
the world, how the thoughts of the everlaſting 
riches he Jooks for ſupport him, how God _ | 
ROAR, | | a 
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he poſes his ſpirit with reflexions upon his” ap- 
of | proaching -reſt, howhis death is nothing but a 


ſleep, from which he will in a ſhort time awake 
e- | again, and-open his eyes, .and behold the Lord 
m | fitting on his Throne, ſtretching forth the Scep- 
il | fo his love to him, and aſſuring him, that the 
e- I day of Salyation is come, that the everlaſting 
th Þ Spring is at hand, which will make him forger 
of KM the tediouſnels of his travels; the burthens of his 
& WM former life, and whatever.in this World looked 
us 8 like anguiſh, and calamity, - This would ſhew 
10 & them, that the immarceſhible Crown of glory , 
t- MW the reward: of a ſerious Life, doth infinitely 
of 8 tranſcend all that the World can imagine to be 
advantageous: and profitable.  _ 

1c i Nay, Conſideration would diſcover to 
3, WW them, That a ſerious circumſpe& Life, entitles 
it W men: to temporal: gain, as well as to ſpiritual 
e- WM andi'eternal advantages, This would ſhew 
them, that: more 'Men are ruined in their E- 
n 8 ſtates, by a. Vicious, than there are by a Re- 
ligtous Converſation -3 and that Drunkards , 
Whoremongers, Adulterers, Ambitious, and 
Quarelſom .Men,, : break ſooner and oftner in 
'the World, than thoſe whoſe bulineſs it is to 
keep. a Conſcience void of offence towards 
God and Man. This would ſhew them, that 
this Worlds Goods are not ingroſſed, or. pol- 
ſeſſed altogether by Men, who flight God 
and -their own Souls ; but that even many of 
thoſe, who truly fear God, have a very large 
[ ſhare in temporal plenty and proſperity z and 

+1 M 3 that 


that Y times «Men: theive > better for a ſeti- 
ous Life.and a ſecret bleſſing attends them, plen- 
ty:ſteals uponithem-beyond expectation ; and as 
if ſome -good Angel were at work for them , 
Kiches flow inſenfibly npon them, and every 
thing, they undertake doth proſper, infomuch 
that themſelves « cannot but wonder at their i in- 
creaſe, .. | 
[This would. convince than , that many 
, Men, who during their ungodly Converſation , 
could not thrive, have fignally proſpered inthe 
World, as foon:as they have applied themſdiyes 
to.a ſerious Life, that the face of their Afﬀeairs 
bath been: _— that Mazafſeh who had no- 
thing but trouble arid diſtreſs to attend. him, 
white be wallowed in his Iniquities, upon his re- 
turn to the God of- bis Fathers, was brought 
back wow hip Kingdom, and live] in Werkh 
and Plenty ; that Nebrchadnezzaer, who for! his 
Prideand Infolence, was:driven outiof his:own 
Dominians by his Subjeftsz upon his ſobriety , 
and acknowledging his folly, and adoring the 
God of Heaven, was on a ſudden reſtored to 
his former Grandeur , and' that a ſerious Man 
is beſt qualified far getting profit, and increafin 
an Eſtate 5 and that the generality of Men ha | 
pgs Lug re hone 
Who 1s care his own 
ioeeh, as knowing, that being conſcientious : 
he dares not cheat, or deceive them, | but willſ 
Fg himſelf obli liged to deal juſtly and haneft- 
with them, arads by them, "as he. would 


have 
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have others do by him and that this is the 
great misfortuneof Ungodlineſs , and theglagy. 
s | of a.ferious Life, that; one wicked Man dares 
, & Ddt truſt another , but both good and bad dare 
y 8 truſt bim, who ſtands in awe of God,and makes 
h I it his great care and ſtudy how: to pleaſe him. 
1 - This. would ſhew- them , - That the ſerious 

" 8 Man.in being charitable, takes, the readieſt way 
y I to proſper ih. bis ſecular Concerns; and that as 
, role a Paradox as it may ſeem tg ſenſual Men , 


ere is not a greater truth in the World, than 
es BY that: which Soloworn ſpeaks of, Prov. 11. 34. 
rs There 3s he that ſcattereth, and yet encreaſes. 
2-8 This would lay before them the Examples of 
1, Men, who by conſecrating, a great part of their 
-- 8 Eſtate and Incomes to pious and charitable U-. 
it WM fes; have enlarged their fortunes, and by caſting 
their Bread upon/the water, have found it again 
with intereſt after. many dayes, who have deni- 
ed themſelves in their ſuperfluitics, and yet are 
grown rich,given away,and yetgottenmorethan 
they. had in times paſt. - This wou}d; lead then 
into the pleaſant Field of Gods Providence,and 
fhew: 4hem how that wiſe and gracious God 
« wheels and turns things about. for the good of 
thoſe that dare truſt. him for a-recompence, and, 
makes that Money which was laid. out for the 
| - of. the Needy , -zeturn with adyantage and 
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- A remarkable example whereof I cannot but 
alledge upon; this occaſion. In Nifba there 


was a Religious: Woman, who had a Man that 
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was a Heathen for her Husband. They were 
poor, yet'by hard Labour had got Fifty pound 
together 3 whereupon the Husband thougtit 
good to put it out to Intereſt, that they might 
not ſpend upon the main ſtock. - His Wite be-' 
ing a Chriſtian readily told him, that none paid- 

reater Intereſt for Money lent him, then the 

od of the Chriſtians, The Man pleaſed with 
the news, demands where this God was to be 
met with? The Woman told him at. ſuch a 
Church, where he had Deputies to receive the 
fum. They take the Money and to the Church 
they go, where they ſaw ſome- poor Widows 
ſitting 5 Theſe are the Deputies of the God: of 
the Giviſtians, ſaid the Woman, who will re- 
ceive your Money, and pay you Intereſt, . The 
Man-'not much -pleaſed with his ſecurity , yet 


over-perfwaded by his Wife, lets the poor Wi-. 


dows have the Money, who not knowing the 
Mans intent, thankfully received it. | 

_ * Aquarterofa year after,the Man finding him- 
felf pincht for want of Neceſlaries, bids his Wife 
go and demand a quarter ofa years Intereſt; To 
which ſhe 'replies, that if he would go to thoſe 
poor Widows, and demand the Uſe, ſhedid not 
- doubt but he might have it, PETIT os 

' He goes and expoſtulates with theſe perſons, 
but what he had given them was conſumed,and 
they were ſo far from paying him Intereſt, that 
they were ready to beg more of him; with that 
| he goes fad and ſorrowful out of the Church 5 
put going, he ſpies a piece of Gold,qne ofthem 
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| plentifully , and his Lands be as the Garden of 
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pieces he had given to the Poor, which acci- 
dentally it ſeems he had dropt, in his firſt diſtri- 
bution of the ſum, upon the floor. He takes it 
up , goes home, complains to his Wife of the 
Cheat thoſe poor Widows had put upon him.She 
bids him truſt that God whom he had lent the 
Money to, and take that piece he had found,and 
buy Neceſlaries for their Family. 'He goes his 
way. to the Market place, and among other 
things buys {ome Fiſh, which were to be dreſs'd 


_*for Dinner. | | 
:., His Wife.opening one of the Fiſhes, finds in 
the belly a pretious Stone, which betray'd its 


worth by-its unuſual gliſtering. The Man car- 
ries it to + mrs who! preſently gives him 
Three hiindred pounds for the Jewel, at which 
the Man tranſported, falls a Praiſing the God of 
the Chriſtians, and himſelf becomes one, aſto- 
niſhed with the. Providence which had fo mira- 
culouſly diſpoſed of the ſecond cauſes for his 
ſignal profit, and emolument. 
Conſideration -would let them fee , How 


various Gods Temporal Bleſſings are, which 


very often light on the head. of a ſerious re- 


| ligious Man and though he. hath no Trade, 


which ſtands in need of Augmentation, but a 
ſtanding Revenue, how yet God may watch 
over him: ſo, that he ſhall loſe little, and all 


he undertakes ſhall proſper ; that his Houſes 


ſhall be preſerv'd from fire, and his Cattle 
from decay ; that his Fields ſhall bring forth 
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the Lord; that he ſhall ſee his Poſterity advance 
it Wealth and' Honour, and his Childrens Chil- 
dren grow as the Lilies, and ſpread their Branches 
as the Cedars in Lebanon. + 

Conſideration would let. them ſee, How a 
whole Kingdom: thrives, where ſeriouſneſs-and 
the fear of God is encourag'd with vigor and 
 fincerity. What a | darling a ſerious Prince 
is to his Subjets, how well they love him, 
how highly they eſteem him, and how plentiful- 
Iy and contentedly they live under his ſhadow. 
This would lay before them the Examples of 
David , of Solombn, of Hezekiah, of Joſiah, of 
Artonine, Princes,for whom their Subjects would | 
have jn a manner pull'd out their own eyes, and 
given them to them, The Riches, the Honours, 
the Triumphs, the Victories, the Careſles of Fos- 
Feigtt Monarchs, that were heaped upon them, 
and all becauſe they did that which was right 
in theſight of God. This would; refreſh their 
memories, how upon a publick Humiliation God 
hath been entreated, and the judgments under 
which a Nation groan'd , have been averted ; 
and the Heavens which before were: turn'd- 1n- 
to Braſs, have viſited the Eartly again ' with 
ſhowers, and the former ſcarcity hath been 
transform'd into plenty and abundance ; and 
how God hath feen their works, - that they 
turn'd: from their evil wayes, and hath re- 
pented himſelf - of the evil he had ſaid, he 
would do -ynto them, and hath not done 
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-. 'Confideration would let. them fee, that 
thonghafcrious Man ſhould:decay inthe World, 
andhis Conſceentiouſneſs be the cauſe of his ru- 
ine, yet he would have more toſupport him un- 
der his Loſdes than another Man.for how ſhould 
not he be able to ſupport himſelf, that hears the 
Son of God ſaying to him, That there is no Man 
that bath left Father, and Mother, Lands, and 
Houſes, Brethren, and Siſters,” for his ſake, or for 
righteouſneſs ſake, whether voluntarily, or for- 
ced toit by Enemies, ſhall-receive a hundred 


foldin this life,that is in Grace, and Comforts of 


the Holy Ghoſt,and in the World to come ever- 
laſting hfe,; 24ark.10. 29.30. and it could not but 
be a very great ſatisfaction to him, that it was not 
any vice or licentianineſs, that broke him, but 
a:gaod Conſcience, 'which is its own Reward , 
and the beſt Prelervative, againſt Murmuring , 
Repining, and Deſpair,and very often a Prelage, 
{Fhat God will -ſet'him up again, and as it was 
in Job's caſe, make the latter part of his Lite 
more proſperous than the former, 

.-.;: By ſuch Repreſentations as theſe, Confidera- 
tion would ſcatter this Suggeſtion of the De- 
vil; That a ſinful Life, is the only gainſul and ad- 
-vartageows Life. But what Argument can pre 
vail againſt Experience; and where Men have 
found already, that their ſins have prov'd pro-. 
fitable, and that their carelefsnels of Religion 
hath procur'd them no ſmall advantages? Their 
great care and ſtudy now muſt be, that they do 
p9t put themſelyes into a way of loſing them F 

. ; ” an 
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and therefore exhort them to'confider, what the 
end of theſe things will be, and whether-this be 
_ a likely courſe, to get atitle to the Inheritance 
incorruptible reſerved in Heayen for Behevers; 
they 11 be ready to reply, What, . part with my 
Livelihood ? Quit that which muſt ſupport my - 
Family? Would you have me ſtarve and periſh? 
Will your Religiouſneſs give me Bread? Would 
you have me precipitate my ſelf into Ruine? 
Will nothing leſs ſerve the-turn, than leaving 
all, and following Chriſt 2 Why ſhould I de- 
ſpair, when God-bleſles me; .and think ill of 
my. way of- living; when God, by proſpering my 
_ endeavors, declares his approbatien of my de- 
portment? My Gain is his Mercy ; and if hedid 
not allow of what I did, he would with-hold-his 
 Benediftien. His giving ſycceſs.to what I do, 
ſhews his Lovez. and I have Reaſon to believe 
he is not angry with me for taking this courſe, 
becauſe he neyer crofs'd it by his Thunders.Gad 
would have me live in the World, and fincerl 
| have no other way to thrive but this, I muſt 
ſuppoſe 'tis that which God hath call'd me to. 
My induſtry.is-in obedience to his command,and 
why ſhould I fright my ſelf with his indignation, 
when my proſperons fortunes ſpeak his ſmiles 
and ſunſhine ? EE re in Þ 

Conſideration would let them ſee, That God 
doth not bleſs them for their ſins, but doth it 
to invite them to amendment; That though 
Gods Bleſſings flow in-upor: them, while they 
fin, yet thoſe Bleſſings are no ITT of 

| - | FnEtF 
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their fins, but diſſuafives rather; marks of Gods 
beſeechings, charafters of his entreaties, that 
they would not be ſo baſe, and unworthy, as to. 
fight againſt him with his Mercies, nor make uſe 
of his Kindneſs againſt him, ſigns, whereby God 


' Jets them know, that he had rather hear their 


Hallelujabs in Heaven, then their Groans in 
Hell. Nay, this would ſuggeſt to them, That 
it may not be God. that bleſſes them, but the 
Devil 3 and that he that is permitted to ſhew 


| them all the Kingdoms of the World , and the 


glories of them in a moment, hath power alſo to 
reward iniquity; and that proſperity which is 
acquird by fin,cannot be of God's making, but 
is an cffectof the Devils bounty, who never gives 
but with an intent to murther 3 and makes Pre- 
ſents: for no other end, but to make the Soul a 
prey. to his fury ; wha gives, like the Greciars, 
only toovercomez and ſeems kind, only to get 
an intereſt in the Sinner, and to take advantage 

inſt him, when there ſhall be occaſion 5 who 
bleſſes with a deſign to curſe, and rewards to 


- harden Men in their contempt of the Almighty, 


who lets Men reap profit, that they may ven- 
ture:confidently on fin, and 1s contented, they 
ſhould ; have fomething for their pains, that 
they may dedicate themſelves more entirely to 
his diſpoſal, + | 

. $0 that it may be ſaid-of ſuch a Mans Poſleſ- 
ſions, as the .Zacedemonian in Plutarch ſaid of 
Lampes, whom a Gentleman commended for 


city, 


£50 The Gzeat- Law 
city , which deperids. ſo- much on cords. atid 
threds. Jndeed, he fpake it with refpedt to the 
uncertainty of fuch Riches,” but we may-juſtly 
call ſach a Mans Wealth, Cords, and Strings, in 
another ſenſe-z . Cords. which entangle him; and 
by degrees tye him faſter, and fafter torhe: De- 


vils ſervice; drag him into. hardneſs of heart, | 


and impenitency, and at laſt into; that Priſon , 
from whence there is no. returning, till :he-hath 
paid the utrermoſt farthing. | "£89 


But what can you expett from Men, that are 


reſotv'd not to fee, and are fo: wedded to their 
gam, that they are frighted with the - very 
thoughts of a remedy, that would cleav their 
ſight, and ſhew-them the fatal hand, that gives 
them their proſperity, and diſcover to them, the 
Fiend, that conveys the gain, they get into therr 
houſes, and bribes them into/ everlaſting Tor« 
tures. Y 7 

Heaven for this? Is it for this, pou leap.intode< 
ſtruction? Is it for this, you hazard the favour 
of God? Is it for this, you fcom the Gold of 
the SanQuary 2 Is it for this, that the Riches 
of Grace and Mercy, are vile and mean, and 
deſpicable in your eyes? Is it for this that 
you break your ſleep, heat your blood, difcom- 
poſe your Minds, diſorder your bodies, and/alie- 
nate. your affe@tions from-him, who being rich , 
became poor for your ſake? Will not Heathens 


\ © beyour Judge 2 Will not Phocior, Fakyitins , 


. Fabins, Diogener, Socrates, Plato, Demetriae, 


Apollon wr, 


O poor beſotted Sinners! And do you loſe 
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Apollonizs , meer Heathens, who would not 
accept of the Riches, they might have had, 
and which were freely offer'd them, leſt their 
virtue ſhould ſuffer in the acceptance, and they 
= tempted to grow remiſs in their ſelf:deni- 

% | ſp 

Would any Man think, you had rational,im- 
mortal Souls within you , that ſees you live 
thus? Would any Man imagine that you believe 
a Reward to come, that ſees you ſo greedy 
after a preſent recompence ? ſo greedy, that you 
fight your way through Oaths, Curſes,Lyes, Op= 
preſſion, Extortion, Injuſtice, Covetouſneſs, Un- 
cleannefs, Blaſphemy, Flatteries, Railings, Slan-. 
ders, Abuſes, Drunkenneſs, and through the 


moſt ſneaking, moſt ſordid, and moſt difinge- 


nuous fins, to get it? To ſce this, what ſober . 
Man would not bleſs himſelf? What Man of 
Reaſon would envy ſuch advantages? Pity 
you he may, but he can never wiſh for your 
happineſs, for'that which you call happineſs, is 
miſery in grain, and muſt ſhortly dye into end- 
le lamentations, Yerily T ſay unto you, you have. 
your reward, Mat. 6. 5. | 


IV, Impediment. | 
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Vs. Impediment. 


V I. Fear of being melancholy with ſo much 
ſeriouſneſs, 1s another Impediment. And as 
the Devil ceaſes not day and night to inſtill 
this principle into Mens Minds , ſo it uſually 
prevails with the jolly Crew, and ſuch as are all 
for mirth and raillery, and hate ſadneſs as their 
moſt deadly Enemy, Conſideration they are 
afraid will ſtrike them into dumps, and a view 
of the odiouſneſs and loathſomneſs of their fin- 
ful Life, deprive them for ever of that merry 
temper, kind nature hath beſtow'd on them. 
Conſideration of their danger, they fear, will 
put them in mind of the ſevere duties of Religi- 
on, and ſuggeſt ſomething to them that will Nie 
gnawing within, .and make them, that they 
ſhall never. enjoy a merry hour again, They 
look upon Men abroad , who. have applyed 
themſelves to Conſideration of their ways, and 
ſtudyed how they ſhall be happy after death,;and 
find, it hath ſpoil'd their triumphs, and caug'd 


them to walk about diſcouraged , and deje&- 


ed. They hear of diſmal Stories, how People 
that have been ſtudying things of this Nature, 
have been deluded by the Devil, and how 
ſome have Drown'd, and others Stabb'd them- 
ſelves: Though this is only an effect of fome 


&} Bodily. Diſtemper , which would have hap- 
—= pend to them, had they never thought or 


Spiritual 
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Spiritual Objects, yet they are willing to im 

Ute it to 'the auſtere Rules of Devotion 3 and 
though the ſame Argument wonld hold againſt 
greedinels after the riches of the World; which 
makes ſome Men come to the Gallows; and 0- 
thers fall into ſtrange tortures of the mind; yet 
they wiſely forbear examining the ſtrength of 
the Argument, leſt they ſhould want pretences 
for their lazineſs. They ſee how fome , that 
think much of their ſalvation, hang down their 
heads, like a Bulruſh,fold their Arms, and ſpend 
their days in tears; and weepitng. They fee how 
uncomfortable Conſideration hath made their 


row, and-grief,and anguiſh, and they are afraid, 
this will be their fate, and the effects it hath 
wrought in others, fright thetn, leſt they ſhould 
be as diſconſolate as they. While they main- 
tain their jolly temper, they can live quietly , 
and with content; and while they have little or 
nothing todo with thofe ſerious things, Divines 
do talk of, they feel no diſtarbance; and why 
ſhould they meddle with Confideration, whick 
will certainly infuſe fad thoughts into their 
Mitids, and give thetn gall arid vinegar todrink? 
Might not one plead as well, that it is in vain 
to Fortifte ſuch a Towwn'againft an Enery, for 
fiot a few Cities ir! the World; that have been 
of no great ſtrength , have eſcaped well enough 
and why ou they diſcompoſe themſelves 
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Lives, how it- hath filF'd their hearts with for- 


with feats' of ar! afſavilt, having been ſecure ſo |, 
filany years? Why ſhould they gow bee ta - 
| N 
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diſorder themſelves with diſmal] prefages, or be 
at the: trouble of digging, and building, and 
raifing 'Fortreſſes, when they can lie (till in 
their-Beds, and indulge themſelves, and eate 
the Fat of the Land ? TED £: 
And are not theſe excelleat Arguments againſt 
Conſideration? Are not theſe very. lofty and 
pregnant Reaſons, to. confute the neceſſity of 
ſo great a Duty ?.. Wretched, deluded Men! 
Confideration would let you ſee, that there is a 
great difference between melancholy and ſeri- 
ouſneſs; and that every Man that looks grave 
and ſober, is not therefore dejected, and diſcom- 
pos'd- within z and that it's poſſible for men 
not to rant, and tear, and ſwagger, and yet to 
enjoy ' great calm and-quietneſs in their Souls, 
That. a Man is not therefore fad, becauſe he 
will not ſwear and drink, nor therefore Hypo- 
condriack, becauſe his Conſcience will not digeſt 
thoſe fins which you can ſwallow down without 
chewing. . 
Conſideration would let you ſee, That you 
who allow your ſelves in ſin and vanity, of all 
Men have leaſt reafon to,be merry,who have the 
King immortal and inviſible, for your Enemy , 
and- the Blood of: Jeſus ſpeaking againſt you, 
and Gods Spirit bearing witneſs of your diſobe- 
dience, and know'not how ſoon God will open 
the flood-gates of his anger, and how ſoon your | 
portion will -be in outward darkneſs; who have | 


-* notitle to the benefits.of Chriſts Paſſion, and 


| are dead while you lives who have your un- 
| derſtandings 
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derſtandings darkned,your inward and outward 
Man polluted, arid your garments ſpotted by - 
the fleſh, | | 
. Conſideration would let you ſee; That your 
t & joy and mirth is but (light and ſuperficial,to far 
1 8 from being ſolid, that oftentimes in your very 
f | laughter, your heart is ſorrowful ; and as fair as 
| i you carry things outwardly, your Conſcicnces 
a & cannot but fright you with an approaching 
. ( ftorm ſometimes; and as merry as you ſeem to 
e & be, you now and then feel terrors, which make 
. W you flee when no Man purſues you. This would 
n {8 Het you ſee, how ſhort your mirth and pleaſures 
o {i are, and how they periſh in the very enjoyment, 
: W& andare no better than Butterflies z which when 


« {8 you have withgreat labour and induſtry gotin- 
,- {to your hands,their curious colours decay witha 
| {8 touch, and you can boaſt of nothing but a ſqua- 


Iid Worm. This would ſhew you, that your 
jollities are much like A#t:/z's Nuptials, whoſe 
Wedding-day proved his Funeral 3 and like 
Philip the Maredorjan's Triumphis, which in a 
Moment are turned into Sadneſs by the daring 
Paxſaniss ; This would ſhew you how weak. 
a thing it is with Lyſemachns, for a Cup of cold 
Water to loſe a Kingdom, and tohazard an eter- 


1 Winity of joy; for thirth, which at the beſt is but 
r 82s a Morning Cloud,and as the early dew,which 
e {$£20n palles away. 
4 Conſideration would let you ſee, That your 


nirth is worfe that ſadneſs and ſorrow , be- 
cauſe jt proceeds from: a ſtupified Soul, and 
rom &4 hard heart 3 from a Soul whoſe nobler 

N 2 ſparks 
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ſparks are oppreſſed with ſoot . and aſhes, and 
, which hath loſt its delicate pallate, its refined 
taſte, and 1s made fo inſenfible of the purer tran- 
ſports of Joy, that it hankers after nothing but 
Earth, and ſuch drofſy, muddy divertiſements as 
Men of. reaſon and contemplation would ſcorn 
as much as they do the extravagancies. of an 
impotegt Enemy; and that it is rather a Man's 
felicity. to. be a ſtranger to your 'mirth, than 
unhappineſs, becauſe your mirth is ſo vain, 
Your delight ſo frothy, and your joy uſually 
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ath ſuch a fearful end, an end, much like that 
of  Belſhazzar, Who made a Feaſt to his Lords, 
drank . Wine before them, ,and, to make the 
| Deboſhe complete, and to make the blood of 
the Grapes drink with greater briskneſs, call'd 
| {or the Golden Veſſels, which.his. Father had ta- 
en.out of the Temple of Jeruſalem, as if it en- 
creasd the pleaſure of drink to profane thoſe 
Veſſels by drunkenneſs, which were conſecrated 
to God;z and Wine out of a Bowl of the 'Sap- 
uary, gave greater life to. the Spirits, and re 
viv'd\the heart more-than a common, Cup. But 
while their hearts danc'd and leap'd for Joy, an 
unknown hand from Heaven,writes the. fatal 
doom, the Characters of Ruine, and the lines of 
death uponthe Wall,and on a;fudden, The Kings 
conurtengnce changes, and his thoughts trouble him, 
ſo that the jojnts of his loins were looſen d, and his| 
knees ſuzote one againſt another, Dan. 5, 6.. 
- Conſe ration.would let,you ſee, That your 


« 


\ 


joy.doth not.deſerve the name of joy, agd-rhat 
your mirth is, nothing but wantonneſs, and how} 
"ET | muciy} | 
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much' below a great ſpirit ſuch pleaſures 'are » 
how unworthy of a Man created after God's' 
Image and Similitade , how empty they leave' 
your Souls, and how, like the Sea, when ebbing' 
in muddy places, they leave nothing but ſtink, 
and filth, and naſtineſs behind them,” © | 

Conſideration would let you fee,. Thatnone* 
can rejoyce ſo heartily as thofe, who make God 
their portion, and ſet the Lord 'always before” 
their eyes. For, in this'caſe, they may be conti-" 
dent, that not only God, bur allhis creatures 
are their friends ; and that the Red” Sea which 
frowns the FFgyptiars, ſhall be their Wall and: 
Bullwark ; and the. Cloud, that's darkneſs ta 
the Sinner, ſhall be Fire. to them; and that 
though God. is neither Bread; nor Water, nor 
Light; nor Cloathing, nor Habitation, conſider- 
ed by. the rule of ſenſe, yet he will be all this to: 
thety,, even Bread* to feed them, Water to re- 

freſh them, Light to revive them, Cloathivg to 
warm them, and,a Habitation .to defend. them 
from Wind and. 'Tenipeſt; This would ſhew 
you, That light. i ſown for the righteous, and” 
gladneſs for the 'wpright in heart , Plal, g7.'T1.. 
And that no perſons in the World have greater 
reaſon to rejoyee than they, whoſe grear.care 
and: ſtudy is, firſt, to ſeek the Kingdom of God, 

| and his righteouſneſs, .as being ns who are 
acquainted” with a lively faith, and know by' 
bleſſed experiencewhat. that hope means,where-' 
by Men purifie themfelves,even asGod 15 purez 
and what it is to be ſtrengthened with all might 
N 3 unto 


4 


unto all patience, and long-ſuffering, and what 
the conſtraining love of God implies, and what 
it is to he married to him, who is altogether 
lovely, and what it is to haye union and com- 
munion with him. 2 þ 

© Conſideration would ſhew you , that peace 
af Conſcience, and honour with God, and the 
Spirits making interceſſion for us with groans 
unutterable, and pardon of ſins, priviledges 
which attend a ſerious preparation for a better 
World, are a continual Feaſt, and conſequently | 
affard matter for greater joy, than all the rari- 
tres and curioſities of this preſent life. This 
would let you ſee, That that one bleſſing, par- 
don of ſin, which a {ſerious Man enjoys, is a Mer- 
cy which he may juſtly rejoyce and triumph in, 
more than the greueſt Monarch of this World 
in his boundleſs Empire, and that neither Alex- 
ander's Victories, nor Ceſar. Auguſtus his Tran- 
quillity, nor Dari#s his plenty can equal that 
rejoycing, or deſerves to be compar'd with 
it... This would lead your thoughts to take 
a view of the preſent condition of the un- 
happy Spirits in Hell, to whom pardon of 
fin would be a greater comfort and refreſh- 
ment, than all the pleaſures of this World 
diſti}]'d into quinteſſence. ,Should a Procla- | 
ration be HB in that diſmal Vault, by ſome | 
Angel ſent from Heaven, that all the Priſoners i 
are freed from their guilt, by the new and li- | 
ving way, even by the Blood of Jeſus, and that * 
God hath condeſcended at laſj, and is progra 4 
3 To Phat 7 We ned By. auet wr een te we wit al 'H 
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withall to forgive their Iniquities ; what leap- 
ing, what dancing, what 'joy, what gladneſs, 
, what exultation of ſpirit, what ſerenity of face, 
what a chearfill air would appear in every 
corner of that loathſome' Prifon! How would 
one Wretch jog the other ,” and bid him'break 
.Out into praiſes and celebrations of his Maker , 
for ſo great a' favour! How like Heaven would 
Hell look on a ſudden, and all their Howlings , 
which Grief and Anguiſh did' draw from them, 
change into exclamations of 'gladneſs ! How 
would their hearts ſwell and dilate themſelves, 
and tranſport them into an extaſie of joy ! how 
fordid, how mean, how pitiful, how inconſide- 
rable would all' their former ſenſual delights 
ſeem to this, pleaſure or ſatisfaction ! 

Confideration : would let you ſee, That 
whatever Meq' that are become vain in' their 
Ina ginations, may prate, there is no pleaſure , 
no felicity, like that which flows from walking 
in the ways of God ; .and that ſin hath trouble 
and vexation for its. individual companion 3 
that Pride, and Envy, and Ambition, and Luſt, 
and Revenge, whilſt they promiſe eaſe to the - 
ſfioners Mind ,, do but torment it more; that 
Goodneſs is the beſt ſecurity, that the Joy of 


== the whole Earth isMount $7c#; that in this Gar- 


| den are the ſweeteſt Roſes, the moſt odoriferous 


 B& Flowers, the moſt fragrant Plants 3 Roſes which 
" | Have no prickles underneath, like your carnal 


delights; Flowers which wither not away, like 
that frothy mirth which the laughter of Fools 
| N 4 affords 


affords ; Plants which feed , and nouriſh, and- 
heal, and poiſon not, like thoſe airy ſatisfattions 
which flow from making proviſion for the fleſh, 
This would repreſent to your minds the exam-? 
ples of millions of Saints, who are able from 
their own experience to affirm, that the waysof Ml 7 
ſeriouſneſs are truly ways of pleaſantneſs, and Ill t! 
that all her paths are peace 3 that they have'lW & 
found more fatisfa&ion in being door-keepers Ml C 
in the Houſe of God, than they have done in ill i 
being Maſters of the moſt glorious Tents of wick- { 
ednels; that they haye had more joy from con- 
templatior of Heaven's Glory, and from re- 
fleting on the All-ſufficiency of God, in one 
hour, than ever they received from-running up 
and down many years together, after the things 
the yain World is enamour'd withallz that they 
would not be 1n that miſerable, unregenerate 
ſtate again, if they might haye whole Kingdoms 
to entice them; and that there is no condition 
in all the World fo full of briars and tharns, and 
anguiſh, and pain, and diſquietneſs,and trouble, 
an | yexation, as a ſinful life, and an unconvert- 
ed ſtate. PE | 
© This would fet before you the Example of 
St. Paul. who could glory, and rejoyce even 
in Trjbulationsz and whereas his Enemies could 
| rejoyce in nothing but in Money, in Health, in 
Power, in Honour, in Dignities, in Nelicacies, 
n Silks, in rich Tables ; he could rejayce in. | 
' Shipwracks, in Stripes, in Perils, in Falſe Ac- * 
eaſations; and that which appeared terribletq. | 
| - others 2 
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others, ſhewed pleaſant to him ; and as bitter 
as the root of his affliftions was,it produced not- 
withſtanding the ſweeteſt fruits, even the fruits 
6f Humility and Charity. 

This would [et before you the joys of David. 
T will rejoyce and beglad in thee, 'Plal, 9.2. In 
thee; not in Voluptuouſneſs,not'in Luſtful Tou- 
Ches, not in a Curious Taſte, not in Pretious 
Odours, not in the Melody of Airy Songs, not 
in the Beauty of a Female, not in the Applau- 


oge 

Ken 

deration would let you fee, That thoſe 

| | d and melan- 
have jays within which no ſtranger inter- 

meddles withall ;, and as little ſhew as they 

make of chearfulneſs, they carry that within 

their. breaſts, as can make. their lite a perpetual 

Jubilee. So. far. is Confideration from making 


| Men melancholy , that it points at the things 


where the greateſt joy is to be found 3 and as 
q 1 3:*'7 AT. TS £%3 MIS7 $4. % « 
Coplideration it ſelf is a pleaſure, as we proy'd 
2 {6 it 18a guide to lead Meninto ſuch 2 
Paradiſe,as they would be content to loſe theme 
ſelves in, and defire no greater fclicity on this. 
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ced their Baptiſm, alledging, that they were re- 
ſolved not to part with theſe fins, and ſince the 
'Chriſtian Religion (did forbid- them, it was in 
vain to own themſelves followers of that Religi- 
on, the Rules'of which they. were reſolved not 
to obſerve, or live up to, Here the Prieſts knew, 
what to make of them, and: did never after ex- 
pet. better things at: their hands. | But ?cis/ 0- 
therwiſe with the generality of Men, that call 
themſelves Chriſtiansz :They lave to leave God, 
and themſelves,and their Neighbours,inthe darkz 
and we find, they halt between two opinions , 
unreſolv'd, whether they ſhall follow God or 
Bagl. They would neithet diſpleaſe God, nor 
the Devil. The Devils favaur they keep, and 
maintain by their ſecret averſeneſs from a ſ(eri- 
ous preparation for another. lite-3z/ and God's 
good-will they,conrt, by:pretending that: they 
would follow him., were;it not for ſuch and 
{uch obſtacles and; impedirzents. And indeed , 
' their fleſh does no ſooner ſuggeſt -an excuſe to 
their minds, but they preſently flatter themſelves, 
that that. ſhift will be a fyfficient Apology for 
neglect of their. Duty, . And: though: going di- 
{tracted with Conſideration, be a thing yery un- 
likely, next to impoſiible;yeta-pittiful ſhite. be- 
ing better than none, this comes in with the reſt, 
and helps to rock the Soul. into apleaſing ſlum- 
ber; it ſeems their brains. are ſtrong enough to: 
__ contrive, haw to promote their own fall, but. 
will not ſerve them to. pander , haw to keep 
themſclves from ruine., © 5: 

One 
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One would 'think'they could npt be worſe 
mad than they are already, and therefore they 
might venture upon a ſerious Conſideration of 
their ways without danger. Take a view ofthy 
ations, finner! Go into Houſes where Mad-men 
are kept, and fee whether thy deportment and 
prattiſe be not as like theirs, as one thing can 
be like another: It's the Chara&er of mad-men 
to chooſe means altogether unſatable to the end 
they.defign, if. they offer to kindlea fire with (hi- 
ning braſs, or attempt to build a+ houſe without 
materials, or think that a net will ſecure them 
againſt the bittereſt froſt, or hope to be Maſters 
of a Trade without learning of it, or talk of be- 
ing- acquainted with fuch a Language , when 
they have neither Books nor Men to converſe 
withall ; we juſtly look upon them as diſtracted: 
And' would not one'think thou art befjdes thy 


wits, that hears thee hope for Heaven , without 


taking the way that leads to it? And talk of be- 
wg ſaved, when thy a@ions ſxvour only of pre- 
paration for eternal miſery ? ' To.hope to be 
ſaved'by following the Difates of thy fleſh, 'is 
. as wiſe an a, as tahope to be warm' by fitting 

' upon ſce, or by furrounding thyſelf with Snow- 
balls:/':Thow:would(t take that Man to be be- 
ſides himfe)f; that ſhould chooſe to lie all Night 


" mireand.ditth when thereis a.convenient Bed 


provided  for-him; or that ſhould prefer ſleep- 


ing ona Dunghil; before repoſing himſelf upon . 


a cleanly Ceuch.-- And 'doſt not thou aft the 
lame madneſs, when thou preferreſt lying in the 
OR arms 
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of Conſideratiort. 185 
arms of an_ Enemy, before reſting in thebo- 
ſome of a gracious Redeemer? and hadſt 'Ta- 
ther  reſt' in fin, more odious and loathſome 
to God than any Dunghil,” than delight thy 
ſelf in him, whoſe ſervice is perfe&t freedom. 

.Can there be greater madneſs, than to prefer 
Stone before Bread, and a Serpent before a Fiſh? 
And. is not thy diſtration as great, to eſteem a 
ſinful pleaſure more, than the favour of God ? 
and fet by the droſs and dung of this World 
more, than by the excellency of the knowledge 
of Chriſt? No Man commends Midas for his 
Wiſdom, when he defired, That all things he 
touched , might turn into Gold, for hereby his 
very Viftuals ſuffered Tranſmutation, and he 
was ſtarvd: and art not thou as fooliſh, wher 


. thou defireſt nothing but Worldly eaſe and plea- 


ſures? when thoſe things thou doſt ſo earneſtly 
wiſh for, will be thy undoing, and thoſe very 
delicates thou longeſt for, will at laſt famiſh 
thy Soul for ever? 

Who takes not the Corizthians for diſtracted 
Men, when they abuſed the Ambaſladors: of a 
Powerful Republick , which could cruſh them 
into ruine, and art not thow as much beſide 
thy ſelf, when thou doft vility and {light the 
Mefſlage of the King of Heaven, and not only 
ſtop'ſt thine Eares againſt the offers of Mercy,but 
putteſt ill conſtructions on the endeavours of 
God to convert thee, as if he intended torob thee 
of thy happineſs, when nothing but that endea- 
your can procure it? Is this thy Wiſdom, 
to 
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to neglect thy weightieſt Concerns, and ſperid 
thy time in admiring Bubbles? Is this thy Wife 
dom with Rehoboams, to deſpiſe the Counſel of 
the Grave and Antient, and follow the advice of 
young Men; to negle& what the antient of days 
proclaims: in thine Ears, and to hearken what a 
few raw Youths do ſuggeſt ? to (light what the 
moſt prudent Men affure thee upon experience 


to be ſo, and to tread in thoſe paths which thy | 


greateſt Enemies entice thee to walk in? Is this 
thy wiſdom, to prefer a tew drops, before an im- 
menſe Ocean of Bleſſedneſs, an Atom before an 
Infinite, and the ſmall duſt upon the ballance, 
before Mount Z70z, which can never be moved > 
Is this thy wifdom,to thruſt away Salvation with 
both Arms, and tooppofe the endeavours of that 
God, that even compells' thee to come to the 
Supper of the Lamb ? is this thy wiſdom to lye in! 
a Dungeon, when a Palace is prepar'd for thy 
Reception? and to be enamour'd with deformi- 
ty it ſelf, when thou art courted by him, who 
15 altogether Lovely e Is this thy Wiſdom, to 
rely on broken Reeds, rather thanon the Rock 
of Ages? and to truſt more to Caſtles in the Air, 
than to him who is the Antient of days, and hath 
promis'd neither to leave, nor to forfake thoſe 
that call upon him faithfully ? 

And when the Caſe ſtands thus with thee, wheri 
thou art as mad as thou canſt well be, ſure 
thou needeſt not be afraid, -that Conffderation 
of thy ways will make thee ©. Conſideration ? 
why this would make thee ſober. This would 
bring 
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bring thee to thy right ſenſes again. .This would 
make thee live Nke a rational Man again. This 


- would reſtore thee to thy wits again.This would 
_ cure thediſtempersofthy brain. This would be fo 


far promoting, that it would chaſe away all from 
madneſs and diſtraction. This would clearthy un- 
derſtanding, and redifie thy Will and Afﬀections, 
and makeall thy faculties move more orderly. 
Conſideration would let thee fee, what mad- 
neſs it is todeſpiſe him, whom thou ſtandeſt moſt 
in need of; and to to negle& that now, 
which, upon thy: death-bed thou wilt wiſh 


. thou hadſt minded day and night. This would 


repreſent to thy mind what weakneſs of Judg- 
ment itis, to call thy ſelf happy with Creſas be- 
fore thy end, and to flatter thy ſelf with Felicity 
before thou knoweſt, whether the latter part of 
thy Life will be agreeable to the former, or to 
the preſent in affluence and proſperity. This 
would ſhew thee, what a folly it is to ſlight the 
Fountain of living Waters, and to hunt after bro- 
ker Cifterns which can hold no Water; and to 
eſteem 2 wilderneſs, « Land of Deſarts, and of 
pits, a Land of drought, and of the ſhadow of deathz 
a land which no man paſſes through, and where n0 
_ dwells, infinitely more than a plentiful Coun- 

rey, Jer. 2. 6. This would ſhew thee, what a fol- 
ly it is to forfeit the favour of him that 
muſt be thy Judge one day 3 and to make him 
thy Foe, without whoſe Mercy, thou muſt fall a 
prey to Helliſh furiesz to ſcorn that Provifion 
now, the crums whereof thou wilt be glad to. 
| Js” gather 
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gather one'diy ; and to mock his kindneſs now, 
when one day thou wouldlt rejoyce at the Ieaft 


p " 


fmile of his Countenance, if thou couldſt but 
have it. This would ſhew thee what a folly it is 
to be raviſh'd more with a painted Coronet, 
than with the real Glories of a Kingdom ; and 
to rejoyce more, in the preſent. pomp and ado- 
rations of a Stage, than in thy right to the rever- 
fion .of a Crown; and what diſtraCtion it is to 


think, that the great God; who changes not, | 


will make thoſe bleſſed, who renounce his Bliſsz 
and quench Hell-fire for men, becauſe theyare re- 
folved to run into it; to make thoſe like unto 
the Angels of God, that will live like Beaſts 
here 3 and prefer thoſe to his Throne, that would 
not have him to Reign oyer them. This would 
ſhew thee what a folly it is to make merry at 
the brow of a Pit, and to fing care away, when 
thy ſins call for Mourning and Lamentation. 
Confideration, Sinner, would let thee fee, 
That there is no Wiſdoni like that Wifdom, 
which makes' men wiſe unto Salvation 5, which 
makes them deliberately take God for their 
Guide and Portion, and ſearch into thoſe things 
which do moſt nearly concern them, which makes 
them attentive to Gods Providences, and conſi- 
derate in examining the Reaſons and End of 
his Love to Mankind, which makes them 
chuſe the good and refufe the evil, and teaches 
theni how to prefer the ſuggeſtion of the Spirit, 
before thoſe of Fleſh and Blood, which teaches 
them to apply things to their own Souls, and to 
reduce 
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reduce general precepts to particular perſons 
times, places, and to digeſt them into Spiritual 
profit, and emolument z and that thoſe who'de- 
ny all unngodlineſs and worldly luſts, living ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world, looking 
for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
the great God, and our Savionr Jeſus Chriſt, are 
the onely Men that are in their wits 3 and that 
the reſt who forget rheir calling, and walk zot 
worthy of the vocation wherewith they are called, 
do: really unman' themſelyes, and live below 
their reaſon. This would let thee ſee,that thoſe 
who give all diligence to add to their faith virtues 
and to virtue , knowledge; and to knowledge , 
Fermperance 5 and to temperance, patience : gone fo 
patience, godlineſs 5 and to godlineſs, brotherly 
kindneſs 5 and to brotherly kindneſs, charity and 
are not barren nor unfruitful in the hwvwledge of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are the Men that choo 
the fitteſt means for the greateſt end; and that 
he that works to day in God's Vineyard; and 
ſo numbers his days, that he may apply, his 
heart unto' wifdom'3 and lives hke a perfon , 
that remembers he hath a Soul tobe ſaved, is 
the Man, who governs his affairs with difcreti- 
on. This would let thee ſee, that Men do pre- 
tend to Learning in vain, while they are ignu- 
rant of Mortification of: their Members; which 
are'upon the Farth, arid'of that ſpiritual lite, 
which is every Mans: greateft intereſt, ' That 
the Painter doth bur draw the Pidtare' of His 
own ruine; whois not wiſe for eternity, or doth 
| O not 
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not. repreſent to his .mind the Images of that 
Glory, which ſhall ere long be revealed in ho- 
ly Men, fo as to lead a life, which may be a pre- 
parative for it.: That the Diſputart is no bet- 
ter, than a Heretick in Manners, who doth not 
reaſon himſelf out of the ſnares of fin, and 


fſhews forth out of a good converſation his 


works with Meekneſs, That the Logician, 
who reſolves all knotty Arguments, is but a 


Fool, while he knows not how to keep him- | 


ſelf from the wiles of the Devil 3 and that the 
Grammarian, who recifies the errors of Speech, 
is but a Mad-Man, while he takes no care to 
reCifie the errors of his life. That the Aſtrono- 
mer, who tells the Stars, and calls them by 
their names, 1s vain in his imaginations, while 
he hath not his converſation in Heaven, That 
the Metaphyſician, that ſpeculates things above 
Senſe and Nature, is but a very indiſcreet per- 
ſon, while he takes no heed to make God his 
higheſt comfort and delight. That all Opticks 
are nonſenſe, which do not teach Men to be- 
hold the mighty God that made them, and 
all . Geometry but confuſion, which leaves Men 
Ignorant of the heighth and depth of the loye 
of God. | 

Conſideration would diſcover to thee, that 
God-who is moſt wiſe, is moſt holy too, and 
that 1n vain we imitate him in one Attribute, 
Except we Imitate him in another, and how ir- 
rational a thing fin is, what ſtrange unmanly 
ations it puts Men upon ; attions which the 
= P | mul 
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of Conlideration, 191 
ruſt be aſham'd of, if ever they are ſaved; and 
muſt renounce and deteſt, when they have done 
them, if ever they arrive to inward peace and 
ſatisfaction. This would ſet before thee the 
Euge*s, the Applauſe, the Honour God beſtows 
on thoſe, who are ſo wife as to take their leave 
of ſin , before (in leaves them 3 and exercite 
themſelves unto godlineſs, that they may attain 
unto eternal life. | 

But what will not prejudice do? Tt was that 
which made the Jews call Chriſt a Samaritane , 
a Devil, a Wine-bibber., a Friend of Publi- 
cans arid Sinners. It was that, made them 
hale the Apoſtles to their Governours, and cry 
out, Away with them, it's wt fit they ſhould live 
#por: the earth. Tt was this made Ahab hate 
the upright Micah, and the Athenian con- 
demn the juſt Ariſtzdes, though he had never 
ſeen him. It was this made the poor Man , 
who knew not what John Huſſe's Doftrine was , 
ſo buſy and induſtrious to carry Wood for his 
Funeral Pile, and as zealous to kindle 1t, inſo- 
much, that the Martyr could not but cry out ; 
O holy Simplicity ! It's this ſets Men againſt 
Conſideration of their ways, and makes them 
give out, that it will crack their brains, and 
diſorder their underſtandings. Indeed it will 
cauſe a tumult in the Sonl; a conflit between 
the Spirit and the Fleſh, between' Chriſt and 
Belial, but ſach a ſtrife, as will end in a glori- 
rious calm. - When Confidetation enters, mad- 


nefs vaniſhes, as wild Beaſts do creep intotheir 
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Dens at the approach of Day-light. The World 
way make men go beſide themſelves, Conlide- 
ration reduces the whole man to ſobriety. Con- 
{ideration indeed may put men upon adGtions , 
which , in the World's apprehenſion , may be 
madneſs; Thus it made St. Anthony part with 
all his ſubſtance to the poor, that he might 
have Treaſure in Heaven 3 and made others, 
live upon Herbes, and Bread and Water only, 
that thereby they might ſubdue their Luſts the 
better; but of this, none can judge fo well, as 
he that is the Fountain of Wiſdom, even that 
God, who is Wiſdom it ſelf; and if he ſet the 
mark of Wiſdom on them, the verdi& of the 
World 1s to be regarded no more, than the 
judgment, a blind man gives of Colours. I 
my he that will deny himſelf in ſenſual plea- 


ſures,and trembles at a fin, which others laugh at, 
and is afraid of offending God even in ſmaller 


matters, and prays with all prayer and ſuppli- 
cation, watching thereunto with all perſeve- 


rance, paſles for a mad-man. with men, whoſe 


Conſciences are defiled; but ſuch mens tongues 
are no ſlanders: and Conſideration would 
ſhew, that nothing is more agreeable to the 
rules of Wiſdom and Prudence; than to live in 
conformity to the Will and Pleaſure of him, 
who is the great Sovereign of the World, and 
hath given us Souls capable of being govern'd 
by Moral Laws.and Precepts, and is refolv'd to 
ſcourge him with, Scorpions, that knows his 
Maſters wil, and doth it not. | 


It 
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Tt was fin made'the Prodigal diſtratted, it 
was this puffed him up, and tempted him to 
fay with Pharaoh, Who zs the Lord, that T ſhould 
obey his voices It was this made him ill-natured, 
and turbulent, diſcompoſed his underſtanding , 
and robb'd him of the Notions which Nature 
and good Education had-planted in him ; and 
in this he diſcover'd his folly, that he left his 
Father's houſe, and travell'd into a far Cuun- 
trey, as far from Heaven and Holineſs as he 
could, and there waſted his ſubſtance with rio» 
tous living 3 whence it came to paſs, that a Fa- 
mine ariſing in the Land, he would fain have 
fill'd his belly with the husks the Swine did eat, 
and no Man would vouchſafe them to him. 
Conſideration brought him to himfelf, and to 
his happineſs again, and his pondering, How 
many ſervants of my Father have bread enough, 
and to ſpare, and [ periſh with hunger e 1will ae 
riſe, and go tomy Father, and will ſay unto him, 
Father, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and before 
thee, and am no more worthy to be called thy ſon 3 
make me as one of thy hired ſervants. Luke 15. 
17,18,19. This, I lay, brought his reaſon into 
order again, and conſequently prepared tor 
his quiet and happineſs. And indeed, the 
confeſſion of Men, who put off the old; and put 
on the new Man, created afrer God in righter 
ouſneſs and true holineſs, ſhews what we are- 
to think of Conſideration. When they come 
in good earneſt to refleft on their former fin- 


ful life, they are ready to call themſelves a thou- 
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{nd Fools, and Beaſts, and Sots, and wonder 
how it was poſſible for them to live ſo long di- 
realy contrary to reaſon, and to all the prin- 
ciples of gratitude and humility. Conlidera- 
tion ſets all to rights again, and they would 
not for any thing, but that they had ruminated 
on their folly, and compared it with the inte- 
| reſt of their Souls, and the will of God, in or- 

der to a juſt aggravation of their madneſs 3 for 

now they are ſenſible, that before they under- 
ſtood nothing to any purpoſe, and acted but 
hike Changelings, contrary to all the diftates of 
the Law of Nature, and their own Conlſciences. 
Thys Conſideration, as Aanizs did to Sal, 
comes in, and immediately there fall from .the 
ſinners eyes, as it were ſcales, and he receives ſyght 
forthwith,and ariſes,and is ſtrengthned, AQts 9.19. 

And Wiſdom enters jnto his heart,fuch Wiſdom 
as before he was a ſtranger to: The Merchandiſe 
of it 3s better than the Merchandiſe of ſilver, and 
the gain thereof than fine gold : ſhe is more pre- 
tiows than rubies, and all the things thou canſt 

deſire are not to be compared unto her. She 7s a 

tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, and 

happy is emery one that reteins her, Prov. 3. 14, 

I5, 16,17. 

 Conſjderation enlightens him, and make$him 
wiſer then Sofrates, more learned than the Dr- 
zqesr, more ſagacious then the Brachmanes , more 
quick then the Gy-zmoſophists, mare apprehen- 
ve then the Perſian Magi; Epicyrns, though 
ealled the Syn of the World, Araxagoras, 

| though 
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though ſtyled the Mind of Mankind , Ariſto- 
tle, though Surnamed, The Sea of Wiſdom,the 
Miracle of Learning,and the laſt attempt of na- 
ture, yet are nothing compared with a Man 
whom Conſideration hath reduced to that wif- 
dom which is from above, firſt pure, then peaceable, 
gentle, -_ to be entreated, without partiality,and 
without hypocriſy, fall of good works. 


VIII. Ipediment. 


VIII. Ar opinion, that Converſion, or turning 
to God. as Divines do repreſent it, is not neceſſa- 
79 to ſalvation, We' may charitably believe, 
that moſt men, who are averſe from Confide- 
ration, come to Sermons, and we may ſup- 
poſe, that as careleſs as they are in hearing the 
Word of the living God, ſometimes before they 
are aware, 'ſomething (ſtrikes their hearts, and 
ſticks - with them 3 which when they are any 
way ſober, or free from buſineſs, will goad and 
ſting them into Conſideration of their ways,and 
not ſeldom, with Agrippa, they are almoſt per- 
ſfwaded to take their ſinful lives into ſerious: - 
Conlideration, and feel good purpoſes, and 
wiſhes, and intentions,and deſires in their Souls, 
toſet time apart for pondering how they may: 
be converted, and dedicate themſelves (incere- 
ly to God's ſervice, in order to their everlaſting 
bliſs. But in ſuch caſes, either the Devil, or 
their corrupt hearts, are ready to- whiſper in+ 
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their ears; that converfion 1s not ſo operoſe, fo 
laborious, ſo dreadful a thing, as is deſcribed 
In publick diſcourſes; and that the Men that 
Preach, ſtretch it farther than needs ;and con- 
ſequently Confideration , how to get into that 
ſtate, that's recommended to them, is altager 
ther needleſs; for if that fſtriftneſs and cloſe 
walking with God be not neceſlary, why 
ſhould any Man break his brains with Conſide- 
ration how to attain to that humble, ſelt-deny- 
10g, circumſpegt life, as 1s ſaid to be the eflen- 
tial ingredient of Converſion. 

Lknaw not. how Converſion can be made more 
neceſlary,thanChriſt hath made it.Ifdayly bread 
be neceſlary, 1t-meat,8 drink be neceſlary,if ray- 
ment be neceſlary, if health and ſtrength be ne- 
ceſlary,then Conyerfion is neceflary, for it is the 
bread which comes down from Heaven,it.is the 
meate, and.drink of our Souls 3 This muſttkeep 

hem warm, and cover them, and make them 
healthy, and ſtrong, and , vigorous, It's that, 


which Heaven is. entajled on, and without. 


which, Men (if they dare take' the word of that 
Jeſus, whom they do believe to be the. $an;of 
Gad } can look for nothing elſe bur everlaſi-. 
1 

= as little children, ye ſhall not enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 18, 3, are the ex- 
preſs words of him who came frgm Heaven, to 
reveal: his Father's will 5 words, which {hould 
 ſirike like Thunder , pierce like Lightning, 
frighten like Ghoſts, and, like Charms, hind the 


Soul 


deſtruftion: Except ye be converted, qd be-:. 
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of Conſideration. 197 
Soul to her. good behaviour, words which 
do not onely import the abſolute neceflity, but 
xepreilent the nature and manner of true Con- 
verſion. Andif the words added, by way of 
Explication, be throughly weigh'd, it will ap- 
pear to any rational Man, that that laborious 
Converſion, which the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
preſs, and recommend, is no other, but what 
Chriſt requires in order to Salvation ; for what 
gan be the meaning of this phraſe, becoming 4s 
little childrez, but that Men muſt learn to be 
children in malice, 1 Cor. 14. 20. pull down 
their- paſiions, watch over their inordinate affe- 
fions, overcome themſelves, and harbour no 
grudge, no hatred, no revengeful thoughts in 
their hearts, againfi thoſe that have offended 
them 3 and, /ke new born babes, deſire the ſincere 
milk of the Word, that they may grow thercby, 
x Pet. 2.2.-2, e. with all humility and alacrity 
ſubmit themſelves. to be guided, and ruled, and 
govern'd by the precepts and injunctions of 
Chriſt in the Goſpel, without diſputing or con- 
traditing his commands, though levell'd againſt 
fleſh and blood, as much as children leave them- 
ſelves to the guidance and direftion of their 
Nuirſesz and have neither ſtrength, nor will, nor 
malice, to.oppoſe the will or order of thoſe that 
do lead them ; Not that Chriſt forbids exami- 
ning £ither the Divinity, or reaſonableneſs of 
his Doctrines and InjunGions; No, God is not 
afraid to haye his Will tri'd and examin'd by 
right reaſon; for, asit is the etfcc} of — ; 
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eſt reaſon, ſo it muſt needs be moſt agreeable to 
reaſon, it being impoſlible, that truth can be'1- 
conſiſtent with truth 3 Goe,lay together all the 
Principles, which that ſpark of Divinity right 
reaſon doth ſuggeſt. Do not conſult the rea- 
ſon of ſenſual Men, who call laughter reaſon,and 
brutiſh delights effefts of a humane underſtand- 
ng ; ſo Devils may call the firethey roll 1n,the 
light of Gods Countenance: but ſummon to- 
gether all the principles, which the wiſeſt Men 


1 all Ages have unanimouſly agreed on, and. 
let Gods will be tried by that touchſtone,and its- 


glory will ſoon appear 3 its Characters like the 
Stones of the High-Prieſts Ephod, will glitter 
and ſparkle to admiration : and therefore 
Chriſt doth ſo little diſcourage Men from try- 
ing the Divinity of his Sayings and Commands, 
by the rule of right reaſon, that in ſeveral pla- 
ces he bids the Phariſees, and whoever were his 
adverſaries, to judge impartially of the Argu-- 
ments he gave for the Divine original of his 
Doctrine. And without all peradventure, this 
liberty every Man hath to examine, and fatisfie* 
himſelf, whether the InjunCtions of Chriſt and- 
his Apoſtles, were: things that dropt from Hea- 
venorno. But then, where Men are convinc'd,: 
or have ſufficient reaſon to be convinc'd ,; that 
theſe Precepts are the peremptory will of God 
concerning their ſalvation (as any perſon who 
1s not.a Changeling, or a meer Natural, may find 
upon due examination and inquiry, if he will )- 


there God expe&s moſt juſtly, that all preten-- 
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ces, and excuſes, and carnal reaſonings,. ſhould 
fall, and the Soul ſubmit readily to the yoke of 
Chriſt, and reſign its will to Chriſt's Will 
( though it cannot for the preſent comprehend 
the true reaſon of ſome commands ) and ſuffer 
it ſelf to be ated, and guided by theſe Laws, 


| without contradiction, or oppoſition, or tergi- 


verſation, denying and renouncing every ap- 
prehenfion, or ſuggeſtion, that would follicit or 
tempt it to ſtart aſide from fincere obedience, 
and all diſcourſes, that would daſh or im- 
pede its willingneſs and readineſs to embrace 
them. | 
And indeed, this is all, we mean by true 
Converſian, viz. ceaſing to obey the dictates 
of the World, the Fleſh, and the Devi), and en- 
deavouring ſeriouſly to live up to the precepts 
of the Goſpel, without asking our luſts, or vain 
deſires, whether they are willing to it or no; 
a ſincere reſolution to get from under the yoke 
of ſin, and to make the Lord: Jeſus, who bought 
us with his own blood, our ſupreme Ru'er and 
Goyernour. And fince there can'be no Go- 
vernment without Laws, and we never heard 
of any other Laws, Chriſt gave', but what we 
have in the Goſpel, we cannot, and dare not 
but conclude, that to live up to theſe Laws of 
the Goſpel, is true Converſion. © And therefore 
an unconverted (inner is called a, Man without 
Law, not but that he hath a Law in his Mem- 
bers, warring continually againſt the law of 
his mind, nor that he lives under no law of 
wo the 
. 
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the Civil Magiſtrate, he can live in no ſociety, 
but he myſt C ſubject to the Municipal Law 
of the Land, but becauſe he doth not make 
the Law of Chriſt the rule of his thoughts, and 
words, and ations, which upon his Converſion 
he begins to do, and becomes a Man that lives 
by rule, and is as cautious of doing any thing 
againſt chat law, though in ſecret, and removed 
from the ſight and preſence of Men, as if the 
greateſt, and :graveſt Aſſembly did ſurround 
him; : 


And indeed, the primitive Chriſtians took 
no perſon to be converted, that did not'make 
theſe Laws the great Rule of his Life, and 
_ ſhew'd by hisaGtions,that he priz'd, and eſteem'd 
and valu'd theſe Laws, above all the Orders, 
and Decrees, and Conſtitutions of the greateſt 
Monarchs. Not that they dilobey'd the Laws 
- of their Prince, where they claſhed not with 
any Law of God ; No,' this they 'ſcorned, 


and abhorred , nay they gloried in their 


ſubmiſſion to all the lawful commands of their 
Superiours;. but where the Laws of their Prin- 
ces interfered with any Law of Chriſt, there 
they ſhew'd, by their chearful ſufferings, that 
they had a greater Maſter to ſerve, and. thar 
there . was ,no greater King, then conſci- 

Ence. | | go 
When we do entreat -and admoniſh Men to 
be converted, what do we do, but perſwade 
them to mortifie their Members which are up- 
on the earth, fornication, - uncleanneſs, inordt- 
. nate 
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of Coniideration. — 20x 
nate affection,evil concupiſcence,and covetouſ- 
neſs, which is Idolatry 3 and to put off anger , 
wrath, malice, blaſphemy, and filthy commyuni- 
cation of their mouths; and to put on bowels 
of mercy, kindneſs, humbleneſs of mind, meek- 
neſs, long-ſuffering , ſo as to forhear one ang- 
ther , and forgive one another. To let the 
word of Chriſt dwell in them richly, in all wif 
dom, teaching and admoniſhing one another in 
Pſalms, and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, ſingin 
with grace in their hearts unto the Lord; = 
whatever they do in word or deed, to do it all 
in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, giving 
thanks unto God and the Father through him. 
To be poor in ſpirit, to be meek, to hungerand 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, to purifie their hearts, 
to follow peace with all Men as much as in 
them lies, Tobe patient under flanders, re- 
proaches, and perſecutions. To live in a ſenſe 
of future joys,and of an everlaſting recompence. 
To avoid all apparent occaſions of evil, even 
things that are harmleſs.in themſelves, if they, 
provoke, or tempt to ſin. To avoid Swearing 
in their ordinary difcourſes and communicati- 
ons; to love their enemies, to do good to them, 
that hate them, to pray for them which perſe- 
cute them, and deſpitefully uſe them. To give 
Alms without any finiſter ends, to pray without. 
affeQation of vain applauſe, or laying any-ſtreſs. 
upon the length of their prayers, To faſt with- 
out: oltentation , to lay up-their Treaſure in 
Heaven, to. truſt God's. Proyidence. in their 
=Y . | reſpective 
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reſpeCtive Callings and Conditions, to love a 

him better than the World, to uſe the World as || 
if they usd it not; not to grieve the holy b 
Spirit of God, whereby they are ſealed unto h 
the day of Redemption. Not to judge raſhly, 
but to forſake their greater ſiris, before they 
find fault with the leſſer tranſgreſſions of theit 
Neighbours. Not to becold and indifferent in 
matters of piety 5 not to be peeviſh , or q 
froward, or impatient, to hearken to the re- 
proofs,arid exhortations of faithful monitors 3 
not to be pleaſed with their own praiſes, nor to ; 
comply with ſinful Men in their vicious incli- 
nations; not to liſten to the diftates of fleſh L 
and blood, to the cenfures, backbitings, re- h 
proaches, aſperſions, which profane Men caſt | 
upon the ways of Holinefs; to be bold as Li- 
ons in maintaining the honor of Religion, and S 
in daring to be good in a ſinful Generati-- n 
on, To walk in the ſtrait way, and take pains N 
for Heaven. -To avoid hypocrifte, and to ma- r 
nifeſt their profeſſion by their Lives; both to , 
hear, and to do what they hear, and tobring || *- 
forth fruits meet for Repentance 3 and to let Ut 
their light ſo ſhine before Men, that they may mw 


ſee their good works, and glorife their Father c 
which is in Heaven. To be S:ebfal unto death, ; 
and to hold out to the end, and to ſuffer for - E 
the Teſtimony of Jeſus, if God think fit to | © 
call them to 1t ; and to conſider him that endu- 2 


red ſuch contradiQtion of ſinners againſt him- Þ} 
ſelf; leſt they be weary and faint in their | © 
wh ; Minds 
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naked, and viſit the ſick, and to hope, and to 
believe, that they ſhall be rewarded at the Re- 
ſurrection of the Jult, 


Theſe are the great Lefſons, we beg of Men, 


| that they would hearken to; Leſſons, which 


would refine their Souls, clarify their Reaſon , 


| make them fit for converſing with him, that 


dwelleth in the Heavens. 

Theſe are the things, we would have them 
labour after, when we entreat them to turn,or 
to be converted unto God ; and what are all 
theſe Performances, but Duties enjoyn'd by our 
Lord and Maſter, upon pain of Damnation, He 
hath proteſted, that thoſe who wilfully negle&t 
theſe Laws, and do not think themſelves obli- 
ged to obey them, when yet they protels 


| themſelves to be his Diſciples, ſhall find by 
 woful experience, what it is to tread underfoot 


the Son of God, and to turn away from him 
that ſpeaks from Heaven. He is unchangeably 
reſolved, where Men make light. of: his invita- 
tion, and (light theſe reaſonable terms of ſalva- 
tion, and entertain his Meſſage with contempt, 
and neither repent of that contempt, nor teſti- 
fie their repentance by tears, and ſorrow, and 
reformation, and obedience for the future, to 


Þ let them have that eternal miſery , that: un- 


quenchable fire, whereby he thought to fright 
and wean. them from their luſts, 'and to drive 


them into Paradiſe; and, which is ſo far from 


terrifying 
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terrifying of them, that they ren into it moſt 
greedily, ſeem to invade thoſe flames, - and to 
be in love with endleſs agonies. | 


And now let any Man, in his wits, judge, 
whether Conyerſion, in that ſenſe, we (peak of, | 
both in publick and private, be not indil- | 
penſably neceſlary ? And whether Confidera- | 


tion how to be converted, fall not under the 


fame neceſiity>2 Our Natures are not ſo very Þ 


prone to goodneſs, that we may yield to theſe 
Laws, without examining and thinking what 
way we ought to take, to work our hearts 1n- 
to a holy willingneſs to ſubmitzforit's a ſwiming 
againſt rhe ſtream, climbing up a Hill, running 
counter to our inchnations; and therefore the 
Soul had need be ſeaſon'd with thoughts 
of the admirable contrivance; goodnels, profit, 
benefit, and advantages of theſe Laws, and of 
the love and. compaſiion of God that ſhines in 
them; and of the harmony, order , calmneſs, 
peace, and fatisfaftion, Obedience cauſes, before 
we can conform our wills to his will , who 1s 
refolv'd, that Dogs and Swine ſhall not enter 
into Heaven, Indeed, a Man that will obey 
and be ſaved, muſt be a thinking Man, his mind 
muſt ſer ſail, and launch out into the deep; 
ferch the antient Hermits from /Egypt, Saints 
from Feruſalem, Parthians and Medes, and Ela+ 
mites, and. what ' Holy Men' lived formerly in 
Pontus,, and: Aa, Phrygia, and Pamphilia,, and 
bring them into his own Cloſer, ſet them- before 
his thoughts, behold how they-kept under their 

Cebn2s Bodies, 
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of Conſideration. 208 
bodies, and brought them in ſubjeQion , leſt 
they ſhould miſs of a recompence in the res 
ſurreQion of the Jult. 

But what ſhall we ſay? when Men are re- 
ſolv'd to live like Swine, and will not believe; 
that God demands that holineſs of them the 
Scripture ſpeaks of, when they believe God to 


| be altogether ſuch an one, as they themſelves;a 
| friend to fin, and falſe in his threatnings, when 


they believe, that Diſcourſes of Divines about 
Comverſion , areno more but talk; a caſt of their 
Office, and that themſelves give no credit to the 
things, they Preach to others 3 when they be- 
lieve, that God denies them nothing, that 
their Nature prompts them to, and is 
pleas'd with their frolicks and divertifements. 
When they believe, that the great end of their 
Creation 1s to get Money; and that they have 
a Being given them in this World, to fill 
their bellies with all the Dainties, they can gets 
when they do not heartily believe a judgment 
to come, and look upon the flames of To- 
het but as painted fire 3 when they take world- 
ly felicity for their Heaven, and wiſh there 
were no other Beatitude after this life, but Ms- 
homet's Paradiſe. When they account that 


to bethe beſt calling and condition, and place 


for them to live in, where they have fulneſs 
of bread, and Money enough; and Inſtruments 
of eaſe, as Coaches, and Chairs, and Horſes,and 
Servants to attend-them,, When they do ſo, 
we had as good tempt them to knock their 
heads againſt a Wall, as perfwade them into a 

| Þ ſerious 
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ſerious Conſideration of their-ways. iWithout 
all peradventure, it's worth confidering , that 
God intends ſomething by the aforeſaid Pre- 
cepts, and that they are not deſign'd for Beaſts 
and irrational Creatures z that God doth not 
think fo light of them as we do; and hath a 
ſenſe of Honour, and will not let a wilful con- 
tempt of things ſo ſacred, and fo venerable, go 
unpuniſh'd;. that obedience makes Men like 
. unto God, and cauſes then, in ſome meaſure to 
approach the holineſs of his Nature that thoſe 
certainly muſt be in a better condition, when 
they come to die, who follow theſe Rules, than 
the other, that know no Laws, but the diQates 
of their own licentiouſneſs 3 that thefe Laws 
enjoyn nothing, but what agrees with, and 
promotes the proſperity of Mankind 3 and that 
if we believe God to be jealous of his glory, to 
obey theſe Laws, muſt, in all probability ,. be 
the moſt. likely way to pleaſe him 3 that theſe 
Precepts do fſignally advance the dignity of 
Humane Nature, and cloſing with them, ſhews 
the generoſity and greatneſs of Man's Soul :, 
that he dares live above the common level of 
Mankind ; that to become ſubje&t to theſe 
Laws, is the ſafeſt courſe, and a Man can loſe 
nothing conſiderable , by that ſubjeQion, if 
there were no other World ; that all thoſe 
that ſubmit to theſe Laws, cannot be Fools , 
and if the wiſeſt of Men cloſe with thefe Injun- 
Rions,. 1t muſt, to ſpeak moderately, be very 
. great. imprudence to laugh/at them. 


But where: Converſion is thought a thing 
| ſaper- 
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ſuperfluous, no' marvel if Conſideration be 
look'd upon as a task fit only for Men, who 
have nothing elſe to employ their time-in ; 
And yet in their Temporal concerns ſuperflu- 
ous things are moſt coveted, Rooms of State 
they ſeldom make uſe of, more proviſion then 
they can well ſpend, more furniture then they 
need , more garments then they have juſt oc- 
calion for, fo that ſaperfluous things are not 
always caſt aſide; and therefore Converſion ' 
tight at leaſt be as much minded, as thoſe fu- 
pertluities of vanity. But the ſame reaſon 
that ſerves them in Temporal, doth not ſerve 
them 1n Spiritual things, and they will count 
that a good Argument in matters relating to 
their Bodies, which they will by no means ad- 
mit of in a point relating to their Souls, though 
the caſe and circumſtances be the ſame, And 
as it is with Men, that will not receive a pre- 
ſent ſent them from one;they ſcorn, they do not 
only refuſe the Gift, but will not fee the Meſ+ 
ſenger that brings it : ſo here , Conſideration 
being the Meſſenger that would preſent them 
with the vaſt Treaſure of Converſion; they not 
only reje&t the Gift, but the Donour too. In- 
deed where People deſpiſe the Houſe, they'll 
have no great value for the Porch; and when 
the end feems needleſs, they'll got trouble 
themſelves much about uſing -the ' means. that 
lead to-it. - And, ſuch 'perfons. we mult leaye 
to be: convinced of the neceſlity of Converſion, 
by their puniſhment.;. Since Reaſons cannot 
periwade then, Judgient malt take away Os 
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veil from their eyes. What Exhortation can- 
Not effect, Thunder muſt produce. What 
they will not believe upon the Word of God, 
they muſt be forc'd to pive affent to by the 
flames;they ſhall ere long Keel the rage and fury 
of; and God, who could not be glorified in 
their Converſion, muſt glorifie himſelf in their 
everlaſting confuſion. 


I X. Impediment. 


IX. Miſtaking the Nature of Conſideration. 
As the way to life is but one, ſo the ways that 
lead to deſtruttion are infinite, and without 
number. And fuch root doth a finful life, if 
not check'd betimes, take in Men, that if they 
can but find the ſhadow of an excuſe, they 
will not- fail to lay hold of it, chat they may 
not part with what they love ſo dearly. It's 
from hence, that all their little attempts to per- 
form their duties, paſs with them for the du- 
ties themſelves; as if lifting up, or moving a 
piece of Lead, were as much as carrying of it 
from one place to another. They would be 
angry with their ſervants, if demanded, what 
work they have done, they ſhould reply, that 
they have executed their Maſters commands , 
when they have only touch'd the Plow with a 
finger, or play'd with it to divert them; and 
take it very ill of a Waterman, that ſhould 
ask Money of them for carrying thern-ro the 
place, they intended for, if' he ſhould but give 
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a ſtroke or two with his Oar, and ſogive overs 
and laugh at that perſon, that ſhould pretend 
he hath made them a fire, when he hath 1aid 
but two or three ſticks together. The folly 
they find fault with in others, they practiſe 
themſelves; and while they attempt to take 
the Mote out of their Brother's eye, they are 
inſen{ible of the Beam, that is in their own ; 
for thus, we find, they do proceed, when ex- 
horted to a ferious conſideration of their 
ways; they take every ſad thought of their ſpi- 
ritual Concerns for Conſideration , and a 
rambling imagination of their danger, paſſes for 
contemplation of their ſpiritual wretchedneſs. 

Becauſe now and then, when ſome loſs or 
affliction befalls them, a melancholly coaceit 
ſteals into their minds; and when they cannat 
have their will, or are croſſed and diſappoint- 
ed in their Worldly expectations, they begin 
to fret, and grow impatient, and in that im- 
patience pive a look to the Image of Jeſus, 
and his Diſciples, who endured great afflicti- 
ons, becauſe when their Children haye dealt 
unkindly by them, or poverty is like to come 
-upon them, they vouchſafe to let in a tranſient 
contemplation of the Worlds Vanity; and 
when ſome great Man hath caſt them off, or 
their Friends are diſpleasd with them, they 
do {lightly refle& on the never fading compal- 


fion of God, and caſt a careleſs look on their 


fins, that may have deſerved the trouble they 


are under z they give out, they conſider the 
P - 


3 thingy 


things that belong unto their peace 3 and if 


thoſe flaſhes do-not produce theſe effe&ts in 


them, the Holy Ghoſt expeCts, they are apt to 
charge Confideration with inſufficiency., and 
cry out againlt it, as-a-means improper to pro- 
duce that ſeriouſneſs of life, which God requires 
of them, in order to everlaſting happinels; as 
if, like Aqua fortis, it would take out the Inck 
which Sin, and the Devil have caſt on their 
Souls in a moment, and a Raven could be 
changed into' a Swan, with an Allmighty Fat, 
'Let it be ſo, and it muſt be ſo, wherein they 
appear to me like young and haſty Chymiſts, 
that are impatient, and will not let the Mez- 
ſfiruuze ſtand long enough, but would have the 
experiment perfect, before the matter be ripe 
for operation; and thus they: come to miſcar- 


Ty. 
"To think- how Men play the fool with Reli- 
gion, how aukwardly they go about it and how 
fly the Apologies are,they make for this neg- 
le, cannot but make a ſober Man admire,how 
-1ts poſſible for them to ſink into ſuch ſimplici- 
'ty, or fondneſs rather, to delude their own 
'Souls. They know it is not a ſtroke or two 
that 'will fell a Tree, nor knocking twice or 
thrice,that will pull down a Houſe, nor blow- 
ing ſlightly, that will make green wood burn; 
and yet that they ſhould be ſo ſottiſh, fo im- 
pertinent, ſo abominably careleſs in the great- 
'xſt concern of their lives, and fancy, that a few 
careleſs thoughts now and then will produce 


that 
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that circumſpet life ' God commands and 
urges, betrays ſo great a ſhallowneſs of rea- 

fon, and isan a& ſo weak, that I know not how 

to give Jt a name diſparaging and low e- 

nough..', , | 

- Alas! Conſideration , as hath. been hinted 

before, is: a frequent reiterated lively repreſen- 
tation of the danger of a ſinful life ; and, SIN- 
NER, Did(t not thou go abqut it like a Man 
that is in jeſt, thou would'(t ſee what won- 
ders it doth cauſe, Didſt thou ſet upon this 
thoughtful task in ſober ſadneſs, and if the firſt, 
and tecond, and third Conſideration, would 
not weaken the Fortifications,.or ſtrong holds 
of iniquity, aſſault them with freſh ſupplies of 
thoughts, and aggravate the ſins,thou wouldſt 
be rid of, and think how often lighted con- 
victions border upon the fin againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt, and move God to ſwear in his wrath, 
that, ſuch Men ſhall never enter into his reſt, 
thou wouldſt not find that reliſh in fin, which 
now thou doſt; thou wouldſt find it hath more 
of the Gall and Wormwood in it, than of the 
Honey. Thy ſenſual appetite would loſe much 
of its heat and fury, and thy paſſions would 
be brought into a cooler temper. ...E/ifha.bids 
the King of 1/7ael ſmite upor the ground.,, and 
he ſmote thrice, and flayed 5 And the Man of 
God was  wroth with him ,. and. ſaid, Thou 
ſhouldeſt have ſmitten five or ſix times , then 
hadft thou, ſmitten Syria till thou badſt conſumed 
them, 2, Kings 13, 18, 19. An embleme-,of 
| "FS 3 _ -* what 
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what is to be done in the caſe before us. Sin 
may be weakened by ſome ſtrokes of Confide- 
ration, but will not be conſumed without 
thoſe ſtrokes be often repeated. 


One great error Men lie under, is this, that 


they conſider the pleaſure of fin more, than the 
benefits of a ſerious Religious lifez and what- 
_ ever hath moſt of my Conſideration , muſt ne- 
ceflarily prevail moſt with me. Let but the 
want of Gods love be more thought of, than 
outward poverty, and Gods holineſs and hatred 
_ of fin dyell on your underſtandings more, 
than the diſpleaſure. and contempt of Men. 
Let but the Concerns of your Souls have 
more of your Contemplations, than the fa- 
risfations of the fleſh, and you'll ſee other 
effe&s. 

But where Men ſuffer the ſenſual fatisfaCti- 
on, they have either felt, or heard of, to play 
npan their fancy, and to ſport it ſelf with their 
imagination , where they dandle the foft con- 
ceit, and call the ſmiling pleaſure to mind oft- 
ner, than the real and folid pleaſures of Holi- 
neſs3 there the former cannot but get the bet- 
ter, and play the Sovereign, and rule the Soul, 
as will appear ( to mention no more) from 
theſe two inſtances: Such a Man is troubled 


with Jaſcivious thoughts, and luſtful defires; 


when the ſinful thought ſhoots firſt into the 
mind, if he do preſently call in Confiderations 
of God's prohibition, and anger, and of. ever- 
laſting burnings, and ſet before his eyes the fate 


of 
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of Sodom and Gomorra, the brevity and tran- 
fitorinels of theſe fleſbly fatisfaGtions, the tears , 
the anguiſh, the grief they muſt coſt himif ever 


|| God ſhould accept of him; the uncertainty of 


| his life, the hazard he runs of beipg cut off, 
before he may bave a heart to repent; the 
multitude and variety of (ins, his luſts will en- 
gage him in; the diſeaſes and infirmities he 
may procure; the unquietneſs of Conſcience, 
he ſhall pull down upon himſelf, @c. and re- 
ſolve to enlarge upon theſe diſcouragements, 
and do it, as often as he finds his fleſh grow 
unruly and troubleſome, he'll certainly get 
the victory, and captivate his luſts to the 
obedience of Chriſt Jeſus. Bur when theſe 
Conſiderations are call'd in only for forma» 
lities ſake, and the ſinner, to make God ſome 
recompence for the folly he delights in, and to 
ſtop the mouth of the crying Child, his Conſci- 
ence, not out of any love tothe duty, but forc'd 
and drag'd, as Men go to the Gallows, is con- 
tent to think a little of his extravagance, and 
that which gratifies his ſickly paſſions, is ſufterd 
to be the chief Gueſt of his underſtanding z 
when inſtead of Arguments againſt theſe Juſts, 
he Jays out for Topicks, and Conſiderations, 
which may diminiſh and take off from the 
greatneſs of the fin, as, that God will not bg 
angry for one ſin; and that ſure, God rememe 
bers how frail and weak his nature is, and that 
he doth not intend to allow himſelf long in it, 
and that he would fain avoid it, but —_ 
| an 
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the heinouſneſs of his crime, and that moſt men 
_ have had their frolicks in their younger days, 


ec. where he ſuffers the circumſtances of his | 


laſt nights Revelling to roul in his-mind, how 
ſoft ſuch embraces were, how kind the perſon 
was, that lov'd him, how ſweet her. addreſſes 
were, how melting her ſmiles and favours, how 
pleaſing what ſhe ſaid and did, how merry the 
meeting was, how eaſie he was under thoſe ſen- 
ſual raptures, how glad other perſons 'would 
be to have ſuch an opportunity as he had; how 
he was heighten'd by ſuch a Cup, how elevated 
with that curious Drink; how that Liquor , 
with the ſtrange name, diſpos'd him for the ca- 
reſſes of ſuch a beauty, how ſuch.an one ap- 
 plauded him for his wit, how taking that jeſt 
ruh how delighted 'the company was with his 
Raillery, ec. Where, I ſay, the mind dwells 
upon ſuch light and frothy conceptions, and 
Whatever would daſh them, is only ſhewn, as it 
were, to the mind, but is not ſuffered to enter 
itt to take poſſeſſion, beats-only ' againſt 'the 
fancy, is not permitted to mingle with it, or if 
it enter,is quickly tliruft-out again; and if it be 
allow'd a ſeat there,is ſoon diſmiſsd,and turn'd 
away again; there certainly the Man mult con-. 
tinue a flave to his corruptions and paſſionate 
defires, and the Conſiderations which were to 
produce ſeriouſneſs, and obediencein him, can- 
not butibe ineffetual, becauſe they do not lie 
on long enqugh3z as ſalted meat will not -_ 
__  muCc 


and that the ſtrength of his paſſion will excuſe 
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much' of its faltiſh taſte, if but dipt in water, 
nor cloth imbibe a tin&ure, that is but ſprink- 


| led upon't. 


. Another receives a fignal- injury, the affront 
he ſuffers is great -and notorious 3 on a ſudden 
his paſſions are up; His underſtanding is fruit- 


ful, ſuggeſts a thouſand methods to him, how 


he-might right himſelf. The Devil ſecretly 
helps to enlarge- the heinouſneſs of the fact, 
enriches the.invention, makes it quick, appre- 
henfive, fills him with the unhappy Images of 
aggravating circumſtances , repreſents to his 
mind the ſweetneſs of revenge, the diſmal aſpect 
of the indignity, the unſufferableneſs of the diſ- 
grace, the ways and means how to compaſs his 


vindictive defign, the ſhamethat's thrown up- 


on his honour, the baſeneſs' of the-injury , the 
ſordidneſs of the aCtion, the ingratitude that's 


ſhewn in it, the uncivility the offender hath 


diſcover'd, the-verdifts of his acquaintance, in 
caſe he doth not reward the offender according 
to his work; the blot that will be upon his Fa- 
-mily for ever, the various advantages he former» 
ly had againſt'the Wretch, which yet he ſcorn'd 
to take, &c. And while his mind is fill'd with 
-theſe imaginations, its' poſlible, reflefions on 
the folly of his anger , on the chartty he owes 
to all Mankind, the example- of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles praying for their perſecutors, the 


_ -generoſity of pardoning an offence, 'and for- 


bearing of revenge, when it lies in our power 
to he eyen with the offender; ſuch thoughts 
| as 
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as theſe, I ſay, may firike his mind; but if he 
ſuffer the motives to revenge to lodge more 
quietly in his mind, than the motives to pati- 
ence and forgiveneſs, it's ſoon ghe(s'd which of 


theſe will be Conquerors, Let but his mind ru- | 
minate and enlarge more upon the great duty | 
of forbearing revenge,than upon the pleaſure of þ 


taking revengez Let him reſolve to lay aſide 
the thoughts of the latter, and only take a 
view of the former, and when any motions to 
refle& on the injury, and to take it ill, come in, 
be peremptory, that he will think of nothing 
but the beauty of -meckneſs, and patience; and 
the thoughts which inflamed his ſpirits, and 
made the blood boil in his veins, will cool by 


degrees, and the motions of the fleſh will give | 


ground to thoſe of the ſpirit. - 

The ſame may befaid of all other fins, which 
he that names the name of Chriſt is obliged to 
depart from; he that would be rid of them , 
muſt not let the tranſitory ſatisfaftion, thoſe 
ſins afford, hover in his mind more, than the 

eat worth of an immortal Soul; where the 
latter is made the moſt frequent obje& of our 
thoughts, love to the other will dwindle away, 
| and at laſt expire. For our love changes,and 
moves from one thing to another,as the charms. 
of the new obje& are more frequently repre- 
ſented to our minds, and the attraQtives of the 
one are.more thought on, than the other. It 
is ſo in the very ways of fin. The Luſtful fot 
leaves the beauty, he doated on juſt now, and 
15 
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is tranſported with another. What's the rea- 


| fon? The New Obje& rolls in his mind, and 


fancy more than the other, and. conſequently 


{ caprivates his affections more; ſo that were 
{ the lovelineſs, that is in Goodneſs ſet before the 
j eye of reaſon, more then the gaudes of ſin , 
| goodneſs by the grace of God would at laſt 
| preponderate , and carry away the victory. 


To make this appear,we need no other proof 
but common experience; and though after a 
Man hath ruminated on the odiouſneſs of a dar- 
ling boſome fin, he may fall into it again; yet 
the arguments which make againſt it, and 
prompt him to part with it, being called in a- 
gain, and again, and laid on afreſh, and as they 


| wear out, or decay, renewed and ſtrengthned 


with greater enforcives, it will be found, That 


' he who ſfinn'd with courage and confidence be- 


fore, begins now to ſin with trembling, and 
reluancy of mind, and at laſt is mov'd to bid 
an eternal farewel to it. The frequent think- 
ing on theſe reaſons, the renewed and reitera- 
ted contemplations of the horrid ingratitude 
againſt God, and of the ſhame and ſorrow, the 
fin muſt end in, firſt weaken and looſen the 
poiſonous plant, then bruiſe it, and at laſt do 
quite root it up, and deſtroy it. Which ts 
the reaſon why the Almighty calls to Men, Eſ2. 
46. 8. Remember this, and fhew your ſelves Mer, 
bring it again to your mind, O yetranſgreſſors. To 
ſhew, that without often repeated Confideratt- 
on, they will continue ſetled upon their lees E 
| an 
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and that without it, they a& not like rational 
Men, but like children rather, whoſe ſlight -and 
thin remembrances of their errors, make them 


fall into them again with the next opportus | 


nity. 


KX. Impediment. 


X. Converſe with evil Company. - There is not 


certainly'a greater encouragement to real ho- 
lineſs, than religious ſociety, and good exam- 
ples. "That innocence, we ſee, makes deeper 
impreſſions on our hearts, than that we hear of; 
and our eyes afford greater motives to imita- 
tion, than our ears, A Religious Friend charms 
me into that piety , he embraces, and his kind- 
neſs inſtills his devotion into my Soul. I am 
apt to imbibe his Principles of virtue, with his 
kind expreſſions; and frequent converſe,makes 
his goodneſs as familiar to me,as his perſon. The 
ſevereſt mortifications, if I ſee them perform'd 
by thoſe I love, loſe much of their rigor and 
diſmal aſpe&, and become amiable; and as un- 
pleaſing a thing, as Self-denial is, it looks more 
eaſie and facile, when he; I am intimately .ac- 
quainted withall, ſhews me, that it is praQtica- 
ble. . It doth not appear ſuch a formidable 
thing, as before it did. His attempt daſhes 
the thoughts of impoſlibility, and when a 
thing comes once within the compals of poſſi- 
bility, there is that natural, or acquired gene- 
rolity in ſome people, as to ſcorn to leave that 
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'undone- 
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undone, which other perſons dare todo; and 
the reſult of ſceing their endeayours , is com- 
monly this queſtion. Iffuch a Man can do fo, 
W hy cannot.1? | | x” 

There is no ſenſe works upon the affeCtions 
1 like that of fight, it makes the objeft live in 
the underſtanding , and from thence the will . 
! and affections are follicited into embraces of it. 
| This was the reaſon, why the Chriſtians of old, 

when they would in ſober ſadneſs apply them- 

{elves to a truly Chriſtian life, retired into De- 

ſarts, where ſome devout Hermits had their 

Cells, that by looking on their exemplary De- 

votion, they might be tempted into a chearful 

imitation of their goodneſs. | | 
And as it is with Religious Society, it both 

makes the task of the greatex and weightier 

matters of the Law leſs difficult, and kindles de- 

fires in our breaſts to follow ſo excellent a 

pattern 3 ſo evil company, on the other ſide, 

doth as much diſcourage Men from performan- 
ces, as are ſomewhat troubleſome to fleſh and 
blood 3, and hereof, Conſideration of their 
ways is not the leaſt. This implies ſome ſelf- 
denial, and the found of the words imports 
making War with the foft and ſickly defires of 
their fleſh; and having wrought their own 

| hearts into a deteſtation of this duty , they 
" | fright others from it, as from Meduſa's head, 
' | which will certainly turn them into ſtones, or 
' | fnſenſible creatures; they care not for ſincere 
devotion themſelves, and would not rs 

0 | others 
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others live ſtriger and preciſer than their 
Neighbours; For, to ſee others live better, is to 
receive a check, and the goodneſs of ſuch 


perſons is a ſecret reproof of their own | 
carelefsnels. Converſe becomes uneaſy, where | 
the other party is Religious, and nothing is (o | 
great a reſtraint upon their inclinations, as | 
the conſcientiouſnefs of a companion. That | 
ives a reprimant to their humour, and as mu- | 


ftard layd upon the Nurſes Nipples, marrs the 
Childs greedinefs after her Milk, ſo the modeſt 
and ſerious behaviour of thoſe, they are to 
converſe with, embitters that Mirth,they would 
pladly take their fill of, and therefore as they 
ave a low efteem of the ways of God, fo 
they would not have others prize them at a 
higher rate. They delight in ſenſual ſatisfaRti- 
ons, and look upon other Mens diſcourſes con- 
cerning ſpiritual delight, as nonſence, They 
are averſe from ſubjeCting themſclves to the 
will of God, and would have others as diſfo- 
bedient as themſelves, They think it was a 
far better World, when there was not ſo much 
Praying and Preaching as there is now, and 
would have others ſlight Chriſt's invitation 
to the Supper of the Lamb, as much as them» 
ſelves. F- 
He that makes ſuch his familiars, and looks 
upon them as difcreet and rational Men, muſt 
neceſſarily continue a ftranger to Conſidera- 
tion of his ſpiritual and everlaſting concerns 3 
.- for, as they are no admirers of diſcourſes, which 
. may 
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idvance the welfare of a Soul, and ſeldom take 
the-name of- God in their mouths, except it be 
in their Oaths and Curfes; fo to be ſure, they'll 
| tell Vety difmal and doleful Stories of Religion 
{ upon/all occaſions, and repreſent the ſeverer per- 
{ formanices of Piety, in ſuch an antick drels, that 
q he, who prizes their. company or acquaintance; 
| ſhall applaud their invention, admire them for 
| their witty conceits,. and deſpite all ſerious 
thoughts concerning things of everlaſting confe- 
quence. For the humour is catching, and things 
ſet off with a jeſt, firſt tickle, and then make 
Proſelitesz and he that at firſt: aftiſted only mm 
the laughter, comes at laſt to imitate, and he 
that bore a part in the' ſmile and applauſe, is 
brought fo far, as to tranſcribe. the temper and 
inclination. oy 
_ The Age weliyein; hath taught the world to 
vend Profanenefs under the name of wit, and to 
contemn Religion under the Mantle of Repar- 
tee, and quickneſs of fancy; and he that loves 
to be with theſe beaux Eſprits, will, 1n all proba-. 
bility, learn to. be as cateleſs, and. as fecure as 
they; Evil company; where a man delights in 
it, will infe& him, do whit he can; if he have 
any good in him, they*ll waſte and confume itz 
if he be deſtitute of virtuousPrinciptes, they'll 
keep out all Conſiderations, as ſhall either dif- 
compoſe him in his folly, or ſhed reſolutions 
into his Soul, to come away, and ſeek a better 
Kingdom ;/ infomrach that it niay truly be faid 
df (6h a man, as of him in the Goſpel, who tra-. 
Q _ _ velled 
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velled from Fernſalez: to Jericho, That he is fallen 
among Robbers, who ſtrip hint of alh; and leave hinz 
tniſerable, Luke 10. 30, 

- Evil Companions arethe Devils Agents whom 
he fends abroad into the World to debauch Vir- 
tue, and to advance his Kingdom; and by theſe 


Ambafladors he effe&ts more than he could do | 
in his own perſon. His own ſhape and appear- | 


ivg would fright rather than allure, and as well 
as.men like ſin, did they ſee the Father of it, 
they would not be very fond of being his chil- 
dren. But aQing in the children of diſobedi- 
ence, which are of the ſame fleſh and bloud with 
us, and creatures of the ſame ſhape, and from 
Which we have no averſion, but rather ſome 


times a great affeftion to, the bait is eaſily ſwal-| 


lowed: Theſeare his Factors, and by theſe he 
draws men into eternal darkneſs. By theſe he 
pecks up all the good ſeed that's ſown in us, and 
infuſes bad qualities into our better part. Theſe 
laugh men into deſtruction, and damn them in 
kindneſs. Theſe fawn men into miſery, and 
tickle them intg an eternity of torments. Theſe 
turn Religion into Jeſts, and-make the Precepts 
of the Goſpel matter for Raillery. Theſe are 
true Devils,that. delight in the murther of Souls, 
and ſinking into the bottomleſs Pit, pull down 
their Adherents with them. | 
;:;And what likelihood is there that a man 
fhould conſider the intereſt of his Soul, that con- 
ſorts with perſons, who do as much as lies in 
them, depretiate the value of it, and ſtrive to 
put 


put 
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put all ſerious Contemplations out of his head? 
What probability, that a man ſhould fit down, 
and ſet before him the terrour of the Lord, and 
be transformed by the renewing of his mind, 
who when the holy Ghoſt exhorts him to prove 
what is the holy, acceptable, and perfe& will of God, 
to be fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord; to rejozce 
7n hope, to be patient in tribulation, to continue in- 
ſtant in Prayer, to bleſs them which perſecute him, 
Rom. 12. 2.11. gets preſently after into com- 
pany, whereall thoſe Leſſons are derided, where 
the contrary Vices are commended, where Con- 
ſideration, how to be Maſter of theſe Graces, is 
exploded, as a thing fit only for Almsmen, and 
Hoſpital Boys, where theſe ſerious Exhortations 
are drown'd in laughter, and ſuch things ſug- 
geſted, as render a man wile only for the world, 
and for the fleſh, and make him ſagacious how to 
gratifie his head-ſtrong paſſions, and inordinate 
affections. 

He that conſiders his ways, and yet frequents 
ſuch ſociety, imitates a fooliſh Gardener, that 
after he hath ſown his Seed, and ſees it come up, 
lets in Hogs to devour, and tear it up, and with 
Penelope undoes that at night, which he hath 
woven in the day time; or like ſome fooliſh 
Shepherd, having for ſome hours watched his 
Sheep, leaves them at laſt expoſed tothe fury 
of the Wolf, or ſome ſuch noxious Animal. 
Conſideration (as I ſhall prove in the ſequel 
requires ſeparation 3 and when God calls, Come 
out of Babylon, O my people; it is not only, that 

Q 2 | they 
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234 ' The Great Law 
they* may not participate” of their-puniſhment, 
butthat-they may not ſhare mn their fin, and con- 
ſequently; that they mdy be atleiſure to confi- 
der ſhow to prevent atid avoid both. 

F do not deny; but"tien may deal and traf- 
fick with men. of a-Tooſe converſation, and not 
looſe their ſettouſnels, nor be diſcouraged from 
a holy preparation for a better life; fo St. Paul 
may converſe with Nero,;and St. Joh! with He- 
rod, Daiitl with Nebuchadnezzar, and David 
with King Achiſh.” So the firſt Chriſtians had 
commerce with rhe worſt of Heathens, and he 
that hves in the world, or hath any conſiderable 
concetns if it, is forced to keep ſome correſpon- 
dence with men of ill Principles; and worſe Pra- 
Ctices: : But there is a great difference between 
travellingthrough'/AErh;opia,and dwelling there; 
the former may not change the complexion, but 
_ thElatter will infallibly do it. 1 wrote unto you 


in an Epiſtle, not to company with Fornieators, | 


get- not altogether with the Fornitators of this 


world,-or with the Covetous, or Extortioners, or | 


with Idolaters 3 for then you mnſt needs go out of 
the world: But now I have written to you, not to 
keep company. Tf any man that # call d a Bro- 
ther be a Fornicator, or Covetois, or an Idolater, 
or a Railer, or a Druikard, or an Extortioner , 
with ſuch an one, not ty eat, faith the Apoſtle, 1 
Cer. 5.9, Io. 11. It's one thing to conyerſe with 
a man, as with a Stranger; another to converſe 
with him as a Brother ; one thing to pay the du- 
ty of Civility to him, another to admit him _ 
N85” w tne 
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the number of my Friends; one thing to be ne- 


Ceſſitated to diſcourſe with him, another to de- 


light init; one thing to go into ſuch company 
with cautiouſneſs and circumſpettion, another 
to ruſh into it without fear or wit : the former 
doth not import a neceſ{jty of pollution, the o- 
ther makes the infeCtiqn inevitable. 

Society in fin ſtrangely takes off from the 
heinouſneſs of it; it makes the ſin appear with 
a fainter. red; it doth not look fo dreadful, 
when men have companions in their offences 3 
they think there is ſome comfort in having Aſto- 
clates 1n miſery, and dare to fin more freely, 
when they are not alane in their tranſgrefiion. 
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ing, catch their Death, yet becauſe they areſoft, 
and pramile preſent reſt, they are made uſe of, 


and whatever is ſaid to-the contrary, js lookt 


upon as the Phariſees Bolſters, fill'd with Nails 
-: Q 3 and 
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226 Lhe Gzeat Law 
and, Straw, and ſuch harder materials unfit for 
repoſe, and inept for cordial embraces. 
111 example draws out the inward corruption 
into ation, and the inbred eyil concupiſcence, 
may be, would lie quiet, or die, if ſuch Patterns 
did not put it into fermentation, Many Chil- 
dren would be modeſt, did not their Parents be- 
haviour ſeduce them into love of their Vices, 
Some Servants have ingenuity inthem, and durſt 
not venture ſo far into fin as they do, did not 
their Maſters example encourage them. Adan 
ſins for companies ſake, and it's like would have 
continued ſtedfaſt in his innocence, if he had 
not ſeen the Woman eat of the forbidden Tree, 
and been ſolicited to imitate her deſperate en- 
terprize. The {raelites being mingled among 
the Heathen, learn their works; and having con- 
versd long with the Egyptians, who were great 
Worſhipers of Oxen,ere& a Calf in the Wilder- 
neſs of $iza., Growing intimate with the M;- 
aiarites, they imitate their whordoms, and pol- 
Jute themſelves with ſtrange fleſh, goe to the Sa- 
crifices of their Gods, and eat of them, and bow 
down to their Deities. Joſeph comes to be 
familiarly acquainted with Pharaoh's Court- 
zers, and an Oath, By the life of Pharaoh, goes 
down without bogling or relutancy. Lot had 
lived among men, who made nothing of the 
yileſt uncleannefles imaginable, and ſoon after 
conſents to inceſtuous Copulation. Solomon, by 
his intimacy with his Concubines, learns to wor- 
ſhip Devils; and his Son Reboboam, by making 
M7 
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the young Gallantsat Court his Familiars, grows 
raſh, even to his own deſtruction. Had not 
Peter gone into the High Prieſt's Hall, it s like 
he would never baye been perſuaded into Cur- 
{ings and Imprecations. Converſe with Drunk- 
ards, by degrees, cauſes approbation of the in, 
and at Jaſt delight in it. And thus it muſt needs 
be in the caſe before-us, Inconſideratemen make 
others as ſupine and negligent as themſc]ves3 
and he that lets his acquaintance with them 

yu into familiarity, will be apt to think, that 

ure he may negleCt Conſideration of his ways as 
well as they; if they venture, why may not he? 
And if they think not the omiſſion prejudicial 

to their ſpiritual intereſt, why ſhould he terri- 

fie himſelt with counterfeit thunder? If rhey 

hope to do well after all this, why may not he? 
And if they fear no revenging Arm, why ſhould 
he make his life miſcrable, by thinking of puniſh- 
ment ? 

Imprudent men indeed ! you may have {cen - 
others hang, or drown, or burn themſclves but 
Is this a temptation to you to follow them 2? 
You may have ſeen a paſtionate Fool throw him- 
ſelf down from a Precipice, becauſe he could not 
enjoy the reciprocal affection of the party he 
doated on, but doth any of you think this di- 
ſtraQion- merits imitation? Becauſe ſuch a man 
ruines himſelf and his Family, have you a mind 
to do: ſo too? Becauſe ſuch an one doth not 
mind: his Trade, but lies in Ale-houfes' and Ta- 
verns, muſt you neceflarily make him your pat- 

| Q 4 tern? 
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tern? becauſeſuch a man diſregards the fayo ur 
of his Friends, that are both able and willing 
to affilt him, 1s that an argumegt that yau muſt 
needs learn his ways? Becauſe ſuch an one lets 
his his Garden run to Weeds, muſt you therefore 
fill yours with Bryars and Thorns? Becauſe 
{uchan one imbezels his Eſtate, muſt you there- 
fore ſpend yours in riotous living 2 And will 
you ſtorm the Gates of Hell, becauſe others are 
ſo deſperate, as to do it 2 Will you howl with 
- Devils, becauſe others delight in that Muſick ? 
Will yon ſcorn the offers of Salvation, becauſe 
others will not be drawn: by cords of Love ? 
Will you run the hazard of loſing the light of 
Gods countenance for eyer, becaule others know 
not how to prize 1t? 

O my Seul, be not thou tempted by theſe 
weak Arguments, follow not a multitude todo 
evil. Let not the way that leadsto deſtruftion 
invite thee, becauſe many there be that find it. 
Company, whatever refreſhment it may be in 
Chains or Priſon here, can afford but little con- 
folation 1n eternal flames, Company there will 
but encreaſe mens ſorrows, and Society heighten 
their woes and torments; in that Tophert one 
will not be able to help the other, and the 
{hreeks of him that was ſeduced into fin, will 
but aggravate the groans and- anguiſh of the Se- 
ducer, when he muſt remember that he was that 
Deyil that dragg'd the other into. endleſs. tor- 
tures. In outward Calamities, ſuch ag Poyerty, 
Exile, Baniſhment,, Diſgrace, Contempr, Perlc- 
$I 268 « _ Eution, 
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- of Conlideration. 229 
cution, Society may give ſome eaſe, and qualifie 
the injury,; but in anguiſh of' mind, in tortures 
of canſcience, Company rather inzages than al- 
lays, irritates rather than compoſes the grief and 
ſadneſs, and ſuch dolours Reignin Hell, Strive, 


| ſtrive, Q my Saul, to walk in the ſtrait way. 


Let not the ſmall number of Travellers fright 
thee; it's the likelier way ta Heaven, becauſe 
the great, the mighty, the wiſe menof this world, 
will not ſtoop to this narrow Gate; 'for God's 
ways are not as our ways, nor are his thoughts as 
our thoughts; what the world admires, he de- 
ſpiſes; and what ſenſual men make light of, he 
Crowns with Glory, and Splendor, and Immor- 
tality : ſo thou canſt but be faved, no matter 
how ſmall the number 1s of thoſe that arrive 
to happineſs. As ſmall as it is, to theſe belongs 
the promiſe, Fear not, thou little Flock, for it 
zs your Fathers good pleaſure to give you the King- 
dom of Heaven, Luke 13. 32, 


XI. Dapediment. 


XI. Negle& of conſulting with the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel about this neceſſary work. Tt was God's 
command of old, The Prieſts lips ſhould keep knows» 
ledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Law at his mouth, 
for he is the Meſſenger of the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. 
2. 7. How meanſoever the Age we liven thinks 
of this Fun&ion of men, as if they were need- 
leſs Members of a Common-wealth, yet there 
was never any Nation fo þarbarous, but _ 
rneF 
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they were civiliz'd into Societies and Govern- 
ment, judged theſe men moſt uſeful and moſt 
neceſlary tor the preſervation of their Common- 
wealth -or Kingdom. Nature hath taught all 


| Mankind to þelieve a Deity, ſomething which | 
they look upon, to be above all created beings, | 


and from whoſe Sovereign Command and W11l, 
either their Bleſſings or Misfortunes flow. This 
Supreme being they have ever thought them- 
ſelves obliged to worſhip, not only 1n private, 
but in publick too; and that the pubhick Ado- 
ration might ſtrike greater Reverence, and be 
performed with greater ſolemnity, to depute and 
order certain perſons, a peculiar ſort of men, 
to manage thoſe Sacred Rites and Ceremonies. 
And indeed, the*great eternal God, ever ſince 
he hath vouchſafed to Plant a Church in the 
World, hath been pleaſed to make it one great 
character, and mark of his favour and bounty to 
Her, to give Her Teachers, and Prophets, and 
Evangeliſts. And the Commiſhon he hath granted 
theſe men, the Titles and the Honours he hath 
conferred on them, and the Love and Reverence 
he hath commanded all men to expreſs towards 
them, the promiſes he hath made them to be 
with them unto the end of the world, the threat- 
nifgs he hath pronounced againſt thoſe rhat ſhall 
diſparage their Office , and undervalue their 
Function, and the Doftrine, Precepts, Rules, he 
hath left them to Proclaim in the ears of an un- 
believing World, evidently declare, That they 
are Ambaſſadors of the great King of Heaven, 
which, 
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which, in Chriſt's ſtead, beſeech men to be re- 
conciled unto God ; and that he that receives 
the Word, they deliver from the mouth of God, 
receives him that ſent them. 

In theſe Goſpel-days, 'tis true there is ſhed a- 


| broad a larger meaſureof God's Spirit, thar was 


formerly known under the Jewiſh Oeconomy, 
and men under the new Covenant are promiſed 
to be taught of the Lord. They ſhall not teach 
every man his Neighbour, and every man his Bro- 
ther, ſiying know the Lord: for all ſhall know me 
from the leaſt to the grateſt, Hebr. 8. 11. yet that 
doth not make this Function of men needleſs, but 
enforces rather the abſolute and indiſpenſable 
neceſlity of their Office and Authority. For be- 
ſides, that thipromiſe doth eminently relateto 
the Primitive Chriſtians, who were made Par- 
takers of the miraculous effuſion of the holy 
Ghoſt, and had their knowledge and learning 
from above, thereby to fit them the better for 
the Propagation of a new Religion; it we ſup- 
poſe}, that the Prophecy muſt extend to all 
that profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, the meaning 
of it can be no more but this, that God will uſe 
a moregentle way in converting men underthe 
Goſpe], and inthat Converſion, orinclining their 
hearts to his Commands, give ſuch lively repre- 
ſentationsof the reaſonableneſs of them, and fo 


_ convince them of their agreeableneſs tothe Law 


of Nature, or the Law written in their hearts, 

that they ſhall not need to be put in mind by 

their Neighbours of their juſtice, and equity, 
| an 
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and ſpirituality. They that have thought that 
this promiſe reſpets the life to come, have cer- 
tainly been regardleſs of the Apoſtles drift and 
purpoſe, who intends to declare what people un- 
der the Goſpel-diſpenſation may expc& from 


'God, and his ſpeaking to us in thele laſt days by | 


his Son; and what Method God means to uſe in 
. Converting Sinners from their evil ways : Sin. 
ſhall be made ſo odious, ſo loathſom to their 
Souls, that they ſhall abhor it as much as they 


loved it before, and the ways of God ſhall be | 


repreſented to them by the holy Ghoſt, working 
. on their hearts in ſuch lively colours, that they 
will need no Monitor to embrace them. 

But then this gracious promiſe doth not ex- 
clude, but preſuppoſes ſtill the means of Conver- 


fion, of which the Miniſtry of the Word is not | 


the leaſt; and if the Miniſtry of the Word be 
intended as a ſtanding Ordinance, in order to 
thoſe kindly operations of God's Spirit, in the 
hearts of thoſe that ſhall be converted; and Gad 
be peremptoarily reſolved, by the Preaching of 
the Word, to work on the Souls of men, none 
hath reaſon to find fault with the contrivance 
of the Almighty, but rather to admire. his wil- 
dom and goodneſs, that ſhines through this dil- 
penſation; not to mention, that as God under 
the Goſpel obliges men to greater knowledge 
than formerly, ſo it's fit there ſhould be men e- 
minent for knowledge and piety to inſtruct 0- 
thers, and who, like Candles fet on Candle- 
ſticks, may light the reſt, ard by the Urim and 


1 hummin, 
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Thummin of their DoCtrine and purity lead 
them, and encourage them to prepare for 
Heaven. And if, notwithſtanding the prodigi- 
ous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt poured out in the 
Primitive Times upon all fleſh, God thought it 


| neceſiary to give Apoſtles, and Teachers, and 


Paſtors, when the 1llapſes of the Spirit could 
teach Men, what their Paſtors were to teach 
them ; how much moreneceſlary,may we think, 
muſt the Miniſtery be now, when thoſe extraor- 


| dinary gifts have ceas'd, and the generality of 


Men are ſunk into monſtrous ignorance, incon- 
ſiderateneſs, and ſtupidity ? 

Indeed, theſe are the Men , whom God hath 
plac'd in the Church, to direct others in the 
way to falvation; with whom the ignorant are 


| to conſult , what they muſt do to be happy 


for ever: Such perſons are therefore caJl'd 
Stars, and Lights, which may iniluence the 
Minds and Lives of the ignorant, warm them 
with - their Zeal, condu& them by their 
brightneſs, lead them by their ſhine, and 
ſhew them the Rocks, and Shelves, they ate 
to avoid. And as upon a wrong information 
given by the Teacher, God is refolv'd to require 
the ſeduced parties blood at his hand 3 ſo no 
Man, that hath a Tongue in his head to in- 
quife, can, with any juſtice, excufe himlelf from 
inquiring of theſe Men, what it 1s, that the 
Lord his-God requires of him. © And were this 
Method « followd m the caſe before us, and 
did Men ſeriouſly demand of them, which way 
| tf 
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to compaſs an effe&ual Conſideration of their 
Soul-concerns, here they might be inform'd , 
and inſtrufted, and undeceiv d inthe errors of 


their ways. 
The truth is, ſome are fo civil as to ſend for 


us, when the breath is going out of their bo- | 


dy, and give us leave to come and teach them , 
what they mult do to beſav'd, when the Phy- 
fician gives them over, and they ready to be 
ſummon'd to appear before the great T ribunal; 
they are contented we ſhould give them an E- 
pitome of their Duties, when they are paſt works 
ing in God's Vineyard ; and furniſh their minds 
with thoughts of Heaven and Eternity , when 
their underſtandings are as weak as their bo- 
dies, and their inward Man as Janguid and fee- 
ble astheir outward. But there needsno great 
ſtore of Arguments to convince any rational 
Man, that this is mere mocking of God and 
his Meſſengers : It's a ſign Religion is much 
like Phyfick to them, which they do notmake 
uſe of but in caſes of neceſlity, and when na- 
thing elſe will do-them good. It's a fign, they 
have a pitiful low eſteem. of another World , 
who think Heaven worth no more than a feeble 
. thought, when they can ſerve the Devil and 
fin no longer : Ir's a ſign they look upon eter- 
nal glory,as ſome poor beggarly happineſs, who 


cannotvouchſate it a ſerious look, till their eyes - 


grow dim, and the Szn, and the Moon, and the 
7 abs , and the Stars are darkned , Ecclel. 


I2. 2. | 
| Would 
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of Conſideration, 

Would they but ſend for us, or come to us, 
while Marrow is in their bones, and their blood 
brisk and lively in their veins, their reaſon 
ſtrong, and their underſtanding in its full vigour 
and glory, and adviſe with us about theſe ever- 
laſting things z we would then tell them, what 
eternal life means, and how no Man can be a 
Man, or be ſaid to aft with common prudence, 
that doth not with all diligence make his Cal- 
ling and EleCtion ſure; we would then let chem 
ſee, how many thouſands periſh for want of 
thinking of Eternity, We would let them ſee, 
how miſerable thoſe Men's condition muſt needs 
be, who have their portion 1n this life, who af- 
ter this life muſt look for nothing elſe but ever- 
laſting chains of darkneſs; We would reprefent 
to them, that their long life here on Earth,ex- 
cept it be adorned with goodneſs, is but a long 
preparation for a longer miſery, and that he 
that dies full of good Works, though at thirty 
years of age, hath lived much longer, then he 
that hath lived an hundred, and been a ſervant 
of fin, and ſenſual delights; for he only lives, 
that lives to God, the reſt are dead while they 
live, and rather take up room, then live. We 
would prove to them, that theſe are not things 
to be laught at , but deſerye their moſt ſerious 
contemplations, and that the ſaving of a Soul 
is not ſo light a thing as they may imagine, We 
would let them ſee, that the pious Kings, and 
Princes, and Philoſophers, Confefſors, and 
Saints, and Martyrs of old, whoſe memories 
we 


—_ _ 


236 The Gzeat Law 
we adote, wete no fools, when they kept un- 
der theit bodies, and brought therti into ſub- 
jeRtion , leſt they ſhould. become taſtaways 5 
when they look'd upon all the loffes, and trou- 
bles, and miſeries that could befall them for 
righteouſneſs ſake, as things not worthy to be 
compared with the gloty which ere lotig ſhould 
be revealed in them ; when they did not coatit 
their own lives dear for the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and wete ready. to paſs through the moſt da- 
ring flathes to Heaven. We would let them 
ſee, that thoſe Men had brains, and were Men 
of Wiſdorti and diſcretion as well as they, and 
living ſo near the time of Chrift and his Apo- 
ſtles, cotild not poſfibly be ignorant of what was 
to be done in ordet to everlaſting happinels z 
and if they had not been very confident of 
the truth of Chriſt's promiſes, and known for 
certain, that without ſtri&nels, and contempt of 
the World, and watching againſt teniptations, 
there was no entring itito theit Maſter's joy , 
they would never have ſtriven ſo niach to en- 
ter matthe ſtrait gate, as they did. We would 
let them ſee, that they did rightly apprehend 


the defign of Chriſtianity, which was, to make 
Men ont of love with ſublunary objets, and . 


to mind nothing ſo much as the things of the 
ſpirit; that it' was not force, but their choice , 


that made them ſwim againſt the Current of - 


their fleſhly inclinations, and that what they 
did, was to inftruct us, how we are'to inherit 


the Promiſes. 
We 
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We would let them fee, how different mens 
thoughts are, when they come to die, from 
what they have while they enjoy (trength, 
and health,and liberty 3 and that a melancholly 
thought now and then concerning their finful 
life, 18 not repentance, nor leaving ſuch fins, 
which would blemifh their credit and reputati- 
on in the world, doing whatſoever Chriſt com- 
mands them ; nor talking now and then ofthe 
vanity of the World, forgetting what is behind 
them, or crucifying the World unto themlſclves. 


| We would let them ſee, what the Scripture ' 


means, by working out their ſalvation with fear 
and with trembling;and how dreadful that ſaying, 
is, If the righteows be ſcarcely ſaved, Where will 
the wicked and ſinner appear * We would let 
them ſee, that the expreſſions the Holy Ghoſt 
uſes concerning our travelling to the Land of 
Promiſe, imply very great care and induſtry , 
and do plainly intimate, that God will not 
part with his Heaven to Men, that do not 
think it worth ſeeking, or being at any trou- 
ble about it. We would let them ſee, that if 
any thing in the World deſerves their pains 
and care, Heaven deſerves it infinitely. more ,- 
as it is of infinitely greater conſequence, than 
the moſt boundleſs Empires or Principalities. 
We would let them ſee, that God is no re- 
ſpecter of perſons 3 and without Holineſs , 
Heliogabalws 1s reguarded no more then Codrws ,: 
and Ptolomy no more then Pauſo/r, Gyges ao' 
more then Aglans; and that, as he hath fitted 

R Religion 
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Religion for all Mens capacities, infomuch that 

though all cannot be wile, or learned, or grear, 
or rich, yet all may obey him, and keep them- 
{e]ves unſpotted trom the World, ſo he will 
one day ſummon every Man to give an account 
of his Stewardſhip, and bring every work into 
judgment , with every ſecret thing, whether it 
be good or evil. We would let them ſee, that 
what ſatisfies Men now, will not give them any 
great content or fatisfa&ion then; and though 
now, ſome ſprinklings of piety may Jull them 
into good conceits of themſelves, and of their 
worth, yet theſe, like blow-bal!s, will then be 
all, upon the leaſt touch , ſhatter'd into A- 
toms. 

By ſuch Diſcourſes as theſe, we might by de- 
grees engage them to a ſerious Conſideration of 
their ſpiritual Concerns, and warm them into 
reſolutions, to Jay by, for ſome time, the 
thoughts of their basket and of their ſtore, of 
their barns and of their fields, and ruminate on 
things which carry ſo much Terror and Maje- 
{ty with them. And indeed, ſuch things, were 

they heard without prejudice, they would in 
ſome meaſure confound and ſtartle Men in their 
courſes; and, if they are not given over to a 
hard heart, or to a reprobate mind, rouze their 
ſpirits into nobler thoughts and contemplations, 
They would diſcover to them, that the love 
they bear to the World defiles their Souls, vi- 


tiates their Charity, hurts their Neighbours, þ 


wrongs the Allmighty, captivates their __ ] 
and | 
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and will moſt certainly deceive them in theend3 
and that therefore they had better change the 
object of their affefions, and place them there, 
where permanent fatisfaftions are, where our 
expectations can never be diſappointed, our de- 
| fires never fruſtrated, and our hopes never 
{ baffled, but our enjoyments will be perpetu- 
| al, our fruition everlaſting, and our habitation 
| eternal in the Heavens. 

But alas! they ſhun our company, except it 
be to talk of Worldly affairs, or to ask us about 
ſome nice Points of Divinity, and are aſhamed 
to make their condition known, and to own 
themſelves ignorant of the path, that leads to 
glory. They either excuſe themſelves with 
this, that 'their Neighbours and their Frietids 
will laugh at them, for making Miniſters their 
Oracles; or plead, that they know as much, 
as the Man of God can teach them: Would 
God they did! and that all the Lord's People 
were Prophets! But if they did, Is there not 
ſome difference between knowing theſe Sacred 
Truths, and having them ſet home upon the 
Conſcience ? That ſhall ſtick in-a familiar diſ- 
courſe, which in reading we take no notice of; 
and a word in private conference may drop 
from a holy Man, and may be ſpoke with that 
zeal and honeſty, as ſhall ftirike the Soul into a 

change, or renovation of Mind, which | en. 
© many years ſtudy, or a large ſtock of knows 
BY ledge would not have effected: fo that'if the 
queſtion be Ask'd,, I: _u 20 balm in —_— 
: 2 g 
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Ts there 'no Fagfwan there ? Why then 3s not; the 
health of the daugiter «4 my. people recovered? 
We may. truly ſay , We would have healed Iſ- 
rael, but they would not be healed. x | 


Xl. DInmpediment, 


XII. Deluding themſelves with the notion of 
Chriſt's dying for the ſins of the World, Why 
ſhould they conſider, how to be rid of fin, and 
lay the pleaſures of piety before their eyes? 
Why. ſhould: they torment themſelves with: 
thinking , how God's favour may be pur-: 
chas'd, and involve themſelves in anxiety and- 
trouble about their tranſgreſſions, when Chriſt 
hath done all that is to be done,” appeas'd his. 
Fathers wrath againſt the lapſed: Progeny of: 
Adam, and purchasd them. a glorious free-' 
dom. from: the flavery of a mercileſs Law ? ' It- 
he hath fatish'd God for the injuries he re- 
ceiy.d by their fins, why ſhould they make a- 
newAatisfa&ion. by holineſs of their lives ? Is 
not that it, which all Pulpits ring of, That the 
Etetnal;died,, -that we might not die eternally; 
and that, God would. ſuffer, that we might. eſ- 
cape. torments for .ever?- That the innocent 
,was/puniſh'd- for: the nocent,. the Judge 'for-the' 
MalefaCtor,: the Maſter for the Servants,the Juſt. 
for the LInjuſt,, the Good for the Bad 5 that we 
finn'd,'and' he was: 'afflited 3' we committed. _ 
the: crime, and- he was condemned 5- we treſ-' 
palled;. and: he.was. tortured; we/raded Ne 

 $ __  felves 
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ſelves, and he was humbled ; we were dilobe- 
dient, and he ſmarted under the reward of dit- 
obedience; we did eate of the forbidden-tree, 
and he endured hunger for itz and we taſted 
of the Apple, and he of the Gall and Vinegar 
to expiate all ? I5 it not this that all Proteſtazt 
Churches Teach? That Chriſt would be 
Crown'd with Thorns, that we might have an 
incorruptible Crown of glory hereafter ; and 
that he endured reproach, and calumnies, and 
contradictions of finners againſt himſelf, that 
we might inherit everlaſting honour ? And 
why ſhould they diſparage Chriſt's ſufferings 
ſo much, as hope to gain Heaven by mortifica- 
tion of their Luſts, and poring upon theirin 
and miſery? This would be to fall back into 
Popery, and to enſlaye our ſelves again into 
Superſtition. | This would be'to make us fub- 
jet once more to the Law of Works , and to 
Marry us to the Husband, from which we were 
Divorced by Chrift's giving up the Ghoſt,even 
ro the Law, which neither we, nor our fore- 
fathers were ever able to bear, This wouldbe 
to undervalue fo great a bleſling, and to tell the 
World, that Chriſt's purchaſe of eternal glory 
. for vus,-was imperfect, and without there be an 
addition of our own works and merit, that re- 
_ demption (ignifies little, and hath nor ſtrength 
enough to compaſs what was deſign'd by it ? 
\ Thus Men prevent Conſideration of their 
ſpiritual concerns, and daſh the checks and mo- 
riqns of their Conſciences, when prompted to 

R 3 call 
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call their wayes to remembrance, They exa- 
mine not the end of Chriſt's death, nor their 
own obligations. They run away with the no- 
tion, that Chriſt died for them, and are not at 
all careful to know, what his death ſignifies 3 
much like heedleſs Servants, who before they 
have half their errand, run away, and when 
they are come to. the place, they are ſent to, 
know not,what Meſlage to deliver. The Do- 
frine is pleaſing to their fleſb, and that they 
may not loſe that pleaſure, they'Il be ſure not 
to enquire, what the true meaning of it is, 
Would they but caſttheir eyes upon that Bi- 
ble, which they believe contains the Oracles of 
Heaven, they would find, that the great reaſon 
why Chriſt gave himſelf for us, was, to redeem we 
from all iniquity, and to purifie. unto bimſelf. 2 
 peculjar people, zealows of good works, Tit. 2.14. 
They would find St. Paul was of another mind, 
when he wrote to the Romans , In that Chriſt 
fied, be died unto ſz once 5, but in that be lives, 
be lives unto God: likewiſe reckon ye alſo your 
ſelves to be dead unto fin, but alive unto God 
through Jeſws Chriſt our Lord: Let not ſin there- 
fore reign in your mortal body, that ye ſhould obey 
Tt in the ſe thereof, neither yield ye your mem- 
bers as inſtruments of mn} HEAP uzto ſin, but 
yield your ſelves unto God, as thoſe that are alive 
from the dead, and your members as inſtraments + 
gf righteouſneſs unto Rod, Rom. 6.19, 11,12, 13. 
And that the Apoſtle. is conſtant to himſelf, aps 
pears from 2 Cor. 5.15, Chriſt died for ab,tha 
; toey 
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they which live, ſhould not henceforth live unto 
themſelves, but unto him which died for them, 
and roſe again. 

And indeed, this is no more but common gra- 
titude 3 ſo great a mercy challenges no leſs than 
Reformation and Obedience. For leiler fa- 
vours Men require far greater things; for re- 
heving a poor Wretch, we expect continual 
attendance; and for giving ſuch a Man a 
Hundred pounds, in his neceflity, we cannot 
Imagine, that he will ever be falſe to us. For 
Twelve pence a day, a General expects the 
Soldier,that fights under him ſhould be true to 
him ; and the day Labourer is chid, if being 
| hired to go into the Vineyard, he doth not per- 

form the work, he is ſet about with all faithful- 
neſs. Doth the Husbandman, that ſows good ſeed 
10 his field, look for Fares ? or he that plants a 
Fip-tree, expe fruit contrary to the nature of 
that Tree ? He that redeems another from Bar- 
barian {lavery, doth it ſo much as enter into his 
thoughts, that the wretch can ever be fo in- 
humane, as to deſpiſe, and ſcorn, and villifie ſo 
great a Benefactor? That God could have gi- 
ven Man acceſs to his favour and reconciliati- 
'on ſome meaner way, than through the Croſs 
and death of Chriſt, is very probable; For, 
What may not infinite Goodneſs do ? What may 
not the Fountain of Mercy do? What may not 
he do, whoſe bowels of compaſiion ſurpals the 
underſtandings of Men, and Angels bur it ſeems 


he would nat. - This remedy was his choice, he 
R 4 would 
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would pitch upon this ſtupendious way, to a- 
maze, and to aſtoniſh Men into holineſs and ſe- 
riouſneſs. He thought Men could not poſſibly 
ayoid being Converts, and heavenly-minded , 
when they ſhould ſee the Son of God wading 
through blagd and death, to reſcuethem from 
Hell. God look'd upon the mercy to be ſo 


dreadful, and the kindneſs to be ſo full of Ma- 


zeſty and compaſtion together, that he thought 
the incomprehenfiblenels of the favour would 
carry terror with it, and fright Men into repen- 
tance and contrition, | 

He thought , Men would have ſo much ſenſe 
and modeſty in them, as not to ruſh through 
agonies, and torments, and groans, and ſubs, 
and ſighs, and tears, and wounds, and ſtripes of 
the Son of God inta eternal deſtruction. He 
thought, thoſe Thorns and Nails that waund- 


ed that Sacred Head, would ſcratch and ſting 


them into awe and reyerence of fo great a love, 
as they were rolling into eternal-flames. He 
thought they muſt diyeſt themſelves of all hu- 
manity and felf-love, if under -the Croſs of 
Cariſt they could purſue their own damnati- 
on, and make the ſtreams of that Blood a Ri- 
yer to carry them into eternal darkneſs. 

But thou haſt ſeen, O God, and beholdeſt,, 
and canſt not but behold it with ſorrow and 
indignation, how theſe Men that pretend to 
be Chriſtians, live the reverſe of thy deſigns! 
How they improve the Croſs of Chriſt, into af- 
fronts of thy power and. glory! How under 
4 E that 


_ 
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that-Tree of Life, they work, out their -own 
death 3 and how that precious Blood doth but 
encourage them to bid defiance. to Heaven,and 
the ſweat and toil of the Son of God, under 
the burthen of their ſins, makes them ſwear and 
toil, to fall a prey to the mercileſs clutches of 
the Devil ! IfI had not come, faith Chriſ#,they 
- had hadno fin, 7. e. their ſin would not have 
been ſo great as now it is, Joh. 15.22. Soit 1s, 
if the Son of God had not ſpilt his blood, and 
Men had diſobey'd, their diſobedience would 
have receiv'd an ordinary recompence of re- 
ward; but, trampling on the blood of the Sof 
of God, that's a thing, which muſt needs make 
Gods indignation inexpreſſjble, and aſtoniſh- 
ing. | 
God indeed reconcil'd the World unto him- 
ſelf; and Chriſt, by his death, purchas'd: that 
reconciliation, and. eternal life z but there is a 
great difference between the purchaſe of theſe 
bleſſings, and the application of-them z; be- 
tween the poſſivility of poſlefſing, and the aftu- 
al enjoyment af them.. A man may buy an E- 
ſtate, and intend 1t for the uſe of ſuch and ſuch 
perſons; but when he hath bought it for them, 
may lawfully tie them up to certain conditions, 
upon. which they ſhall enjoy the: Eſtate 3 or in 
caſe they neglett theſe conditions, go without it. 
A King that's: juſtly offended: with his Sub- 
zects, and, for their notorious Rebellion, hath 
deſign'd them all for- ruine and deſtruftion, up- 
on ſome noble attempt, and generous FREgO 
0 


d 4 i "8 ; 


of his onely Son, the Prince, may be moy'd, or 
brought to a willingnels to paſs by their crimes; 
but when the King's good-will 1s obtain'd, the 


Prince may juſtly appoint ſome condition upon 
| Which the condemn'd Wretches ſhall receive 


their great Maſters favour, And as upon the 
King's good inclination to be friends with his 
"Subjects, it doth not follow, that he is aCtually 
Teconcil'd to every one, there being ſome con- 


-ditions requir'd, upon which the Pardon ſhall. 


*be ſign'd and feal'd to every one of them in 


|  <-ker re 5 ſo neither do all Men effectually 


are in that reconciliation to God through Je- 


ſas Chriſt, but thoſe that turn to God with all 


"their hearts, and with all their ſouls, and are wea- 
ry of fin, and heavy laden with the ſenſe of it, 
and in ſober ſadneſs ' reſolv'd to fubmit to 
Chriſt's yoke and government z and according- 
1y ſuch are call'd, as are reſfolv'd to walk 1n 


the light, even as God is in the light, and to 
* be like Chrift Feſas, and to expreſs the power 


of Chriſtianity in their lives, and to attain to 
ſuch Chriſtian qualifications as are required in 
the Goſpel, by the uſe of external means, and 
internal aids; for though all mankind ſhare in 
the poſſibility of enjoying this reconciliation , 
and the Pardon may be truly faid to be pur- 
chas'd'for'them, and for their uſe, yet all are 
fiot made partakers of the aCtual: poſſeſſion of 
it, becaufe* all Men will not conſent to fulfil 
the conditions upon which that reconciliation 


| bs offer d them, 27s. unfeign'd repentance, and 


fincere 
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fincere obedienee-for the time'to come. Thar © 
it's: ofter'd on theſe conditions, the whole Goſ- 
pel witneſſes ;--and he betrays his ignorance 
that makes advantage of this Doftrine, and leſ- 
ſens his care, diligence, and-zeal,in working out 
his Salvation, in governing his ſpirit and appe- 
4 _ and in perfefting Holineſs in the fear of 

""Go x F : j © c $ 

Shimei was a Man condemn'd'todeath,1 Kings 
2. 36. its like ſome Courtiers of Solomor: got 
him his Pardon ; 'the King grants it, but re- 
quires this one thing of him, that he ſhould 
- build him a Houſe in Fer#/a/em, and dwell 
there, and go not forth thence any whether; 
and fulfilling this condition; without all perad- 
venture he might have liv'd happy and fafe as 

the beſt of his Neighbours 3. but when he muſt 
needs be running after his ſervants, and prefer 
a.ſmall advantage before perpetual ſafety , he 
juſtly ſuffers the puniſhment the King appoint- 
[ed for him. The Son of \God, by the blood of 
his Croſs, -hath in truth | gotten all Chriſtians 
their paxdon, but is reſolv'd none ſhall enjoy 
1, but thoſe that will forſake their fins, and 
reſign themſelves to his guidance and direfti- 

 on.-+ Areaſonable demand, a'condition ſo L 
quitable, ſo juſt, ſo eafie, that no Man in his wits 
but mult ſay, as $hizze; unto Solomon, The ſaying 
# good; as my Lord the King hath ſaid , ſo will 
thy ſervant do... But then': if the Pardon, the 
San of Gad hath obtain'd for them, por: ſo 
ingonſiderable a thing in cheir eyes, that they 
A Al 
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| do not think it worth enjoying -( and: certain- 

ly they do not think it worth enjoying , that 
will not. agree to ſo reaſonable- a cogdition) 
no maryel:, if they fall a prey to that wrath”, 
from which the Sari of God is ready todeliver 
them, and if their blood be:upon their heads, 


'that do deſpight unto. the Spirit of Grace, ani, 


count the blood of the Covenant , wherewith t FS 
were to. be ſandifiea;an unboly thing. An affront 


ſo great, that no ordinary vengeance can expi- 


ate it : and ſhould God ask them, as the Pro- 
phet- Nathan did: :Davig , What puniſhment 
they themſelves thought fit for ſuch offenders 
{ provided they did not know, that they were 
the perſons concern'd)) they would, no doubt, 
doom. themſelves to as great, if not greater 


Plagues, then God intends to inflict upon 


them. | 6b43 45 | 

. When Amurath, Emperor of the.Turks, had 
notice given him,-that a Do@or of ' Law -had 
cheated a poor P3/grimz, that was gone to Mec- 
ca, and at the Mans return would-not reſtore 


to him the Jewels he'had entruſted with him, 


but reſolutely denied, that he had received any 
ſuch things from him:3 The Emperor, one day, 
in athird perſon, Asked the Do#or, What-the 


thought a Man, that had notoriouſly betrayed 


his Truſt, might juſtly deferve.: He Anſwer- 
ed, It was fit that ſo notorious a villain ſhoutd 
be pounded alive ina” Mortar... He had 'no 
ſooner faid the word', but the Emperor gave 
order, That fo.it: ſhould be done to'him, _ 
a 
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grim. 


\, of Conllideration. 249 
had fo notoriouſly couzen'd: the poor Pil- 
So here, as harſh as ſuch Men as continue in 
their fins, may think it, to be doom'd to eter- 
nal vengeance, were themſelves, in the Third 
Perſon, Ask*'d, What was fit to be done to 


Such ungrateful ' Monſters ? themſelves would 
"give the ſame Sentence againſt themſelves, for 


putting ſo notorious an affront upon ſo aſto-. 
niſhing a Mercy. F - 

\ So that, although a true Believer, and a (in- 
cere Penitent, may boldly ſay with the Apoſtle, 
That Chriit hath redeem d hime from the curſe of 
the Law, being made a curſe for hine, Gal, 3, 13. 
And, that Chriſt hath waſh'd him from his (ins 
with his own blood, Rev. 1 5. And that he hath 
an Advocate with the Father., Jeſus Chriſt- the 
righteows, who is the propitiatioz for his ſits, 1:Joh. 
2.1. And, that Chriſt hath made his peace with 
God, Col. 1.20. . Yet Men that are ſtrangers 
to the ſandtifying work of God's Spirit, cannot 
be ſaid:to have at preſent, during their unrege- 
nerateceſtate, any other benefit by the deathand 
paſſion of Chriſt , but a poſſibility of al} thoſe 
great and glorious advantages, and it's poſhble 
for them tobe freed from the curſe of the Law, 
to be admitted into the number of thoſe, that 
ſha]l be ſav'd; to. enjoy remiſſton of ſins , to e- 


ſcape the wrathito come; and to ſee God faceto 


face in Heaven, and all this by virtue of Chriſt's 
death 3 if they; will but ſhake hands with their 
darling vices; and! agree to a pradtical love"of' 

: their 
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their Maker ;. and Redeemer; -and SanGifier.. 
* To think that unconverted ſinners do aftual-_ 


ly enjoy theſe benefits, is to contraditt Scripture, 
and to give the Apoliles of our Lord the lie, 
who unanimouſly tell. us; That theſe Mer- 
cies are not effectually apply'd to the Soul, 
till the Soul, by fincere repentance, and re- 


formation of life, applies her felf to Chriit 


eſas. 
feb indeed, this is the prodigious mercy of 
the ſecond Covenant ,: that God, for Chriſt's 
fake, will accept of ſincere ' repentance, in 
ſtead of perfe& obedience ( which was the 
great condition of the firſt agreement between 
God and Man) and looking upon the preci- 
ous blood of his Son, will paſs by whatever Men 
have done before, if they will be in love with 
ſin-and deſtruftion no longer, and fincerely en- 
deavour to pleaſe him in thoſe commands , 
W_ deſign nothing but our intereſt and hap= 
inefs. t 
- Theſe things are not very hard to be under- 
ſtood, but the generality of Chriſtians ſeem re+ 
ſolv'd not to underſtand them, * that they may 
not be oblig'd to take their ways into ferious: 
conlideration. At this rate they can ferve two' 
Maſters, and reconcile light with darkneſs, God 
and Bclial, the Temple of God, and idols, Froſt 
and Heat, Snow and Fire; pleaſe God and pleafe 
the World, gratifie their Luſts, and ſecure Hea- 
ven; build Taberndles here, and ſecure Man- 
fions hereafter; keep in with God and _ 
an 
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and like the Samaritans, 2: Reg. 17.41, Fear 
the Lord, and ſerve Graven Images. This Do- 
&rine, that Chriſt hath freed them from the 
wrath of God, in their ſenſe, makes Religion fit 
ſoft and eafie upon them, and doth not diſturb 
them in their ſenſual enjoyments. It's a com- 
fortable DoCtrine to fleſh and blood ; never 
could any thing have been invented more a- 
greeable to their luſts; and if God had ſtudi- 
ed to do them 'a kindneſs, he could not have 
done them a greater, than to let his Son ſuffer 
all,that is to be ſuffer'd by them; and. fo after 
their delights and finful fatisfaCtions here, con- 
duct them into a far more glorious Paradiſe. If 
it be fo, truly Conſideration is Vanity, and the 
Preachers are Fools and Mad-men to preſs it 
upon their Auditors; Spiritual Men are di- 
ſtrated, and fitter for Bedlam than the Pulpze.. 
Their Religion is nothing but a Trick, and 
they keep a great ſtir to no purpoſe : cry aloud, 
but edify not, and lift up their voices, meerly 
to trifle away time, and confirm the Houſe of 
Facob 1n their ſins. But, Who ſees not that 
this is an invention of the Devil, firſt to darken 
the finners underſtanding, and when the Candle 
is out,to rob. him of his everlaſting happinels ! 
_ . And, Sirs, will you be rob'd thus quietly of 
your bliſs and glory? Will you ſuffer your. 
{clves to be ſtript of all you have, without the 
leaſt oppoſition? -Is it poſlible for you to be- 
lieve, That the Son of God came down from; 
Heaven to encourage you in offending God 3; 
an 
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252 LYe 'OcAL Hal 
and made himfelt of no reputation for you,that 
you might render your ſelves contemptible in 
the fight of the Almighty; and died for you,to 
give' life to your fins and follies > How abfurd, 
how impertinent, how contradictory is this be- 
lief? How! God, and encourage fin ? Holineſs 
it (elf, and find out a way to promote iniquity? | 
Can there be any thing in Nature more filly or 
ridiculous ? This is abuſing the Croſs of Chriſt, 
not. truſting to it; and you that make it an 
occaſion of fin, take heed, it do not prove a 
ſtumbling block unto you,and in ſtead of cru- 
cifying fin in you, do not harden you 1n it. It 
is a thing not unuſual with God, to puniſh ſin 
with fin 3 and if men will be filthy, in deſpite 
of all endeavours to purifie them from their fil- 
thineſſes, to doom them to continue filthy ſtill, - 
and to make that their judgment, which at firſt 
was onely their tranſgrefſion 3 Becaxſe there 3s 
zo Truth, nor Mercy., nor Knowledge of God 
in the Land: but Stealing, and committing A-. 
dultery , therefore your Daughters ſhall com- 
mit Whoredom, and your Spouſes ſhall cont-. 
mit Adultery, ſaith Gerd, "Hol. 4. 1,2,13; # £ 
I will utterly withdraw my Grace, and my Ho- 
ly Spirit from you, whence it muſt neceffari- © 
ly come to paſs, that you will fink deeper and 
eeper in your fins, till you fink into'the ne-- 
thermoſt Hell; and that which was your de- 
Tight, ſhall prove your burthen, and your joy 
ſhall be. your plague; and when afterwards you _ 
ſhall ſee, what you have brought. your — * 
| an 
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and would fain ſtep badffi, you ſhall not be 
_ able, but die in your fling, A Judgment e- 
' nough to make a Mans haif ſtand on end, and 
yet it is but reaſonable, eſpecially in'this point, 
of making light of the death of Chriſt Jeſus ; 
{o great a love, and written in- ſuch legible 
charaQers too, (lighted and abuſed, and made 
a help to fin, improved into Jicentiouſneſs, may 
Juſtly-be ſuppoſed to draw down that Judg- 
ment we read of, Iſa. 6.9, 10. Go and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and 
ſee ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of 
this people fat, and make theirgars heavy, ard 
ſhut their ezes ;, leſt they ſee with their eges, and 
hear with their ears, and underſtand with their 
beart, and convert, and be healed. | 
But'what is worſe than all this, the death of 
the Son of God, which thus, inſtead of mortify- 
, Ing, makes fin reign'in your mortal bodies, will 
be the greateſt witneſs agaitſt you in the Jaſt 
day. The ftone ſhall cry ont of the wall, and the 
beam out ofifihe timber ſhall anſwer againſt ths 
oppreſſor ,” faith the Prophet , Hab, 2.11. And 
then ſure, blood hath a louder voice, Heb. 12. 
' 24 and the blood of acrucified Saviour, will 
-* be one day the greateſt evidence againſt you. 
--- This, like Oyl, will increaſe your flames , and 
- prove the Brimſtone, that ſhall make the fire 
\ blaze the more. That Jeſus, whoſe Croſs thou 
- defpiſeſt now, will be thy accuſer then ; and 
- woe to that man, that hath the Judge himſelf - 
for his enemy. That dreadful ſpettacle, the 
44-315 2 Crucifixion 
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Crucifixion of the. Lord of life ,, which cannot 
engage thy Soul to confider the indignation, 
abhorrency, and hatred, God bears to fin, will 
be the great Argument. then , that ſhall coyer 
thy face with everlaſting confuſion, As love- 
ly, as charming, as amiable as this Mercy looks 
now, it will look as diſmal then, and that 
which is now thy Anchor , will be thy terror 
then , and thou wilt runaway from Mercy as 


- much then, as thou doeſt from Gods thunder 


now, for thou wilt not be able to look upon 


this Mercy without bluſhing, and tothink, how . 


thou haſt undeMalued it, will make thee ready 
to hide- thy ſelf from its: brightneſs... Every 


| beame will dart horcour into thy Soul , and 


every ray will be an arrow in thy heart, When 


thou ſhalt ſee in that day; the ſpirits of Mex 


made perfef, the Men in white, wha have wafh'd 
their robes,and madethem white inthe blood of the 
Lamb; when thou ſhalt refle& on their hap- 
rk. a: happineſs which thou might ſt bave 

ad as well as they, (if that blood could h.ye 


perſwaded- thee to cleanſe thy ſelf from all fil-' 


thineſs both of fleſh and ſpirit ) how wi!l thine 
eyes: flow with tears, to think what ſtrong de- 


Jufions thou haſt lay'n-under, in thinking, that | 
. this blood was onely ſpilt, that thou mighteſt. 


wallow more freely in the mire. . The Lamb 
which was {lain from- the foundation of-the 
World, and came totakeaway thy ſins, as well 
as thy" Neighbours, onely thou would'{t not be 


Clean 3, that Lamb, I ſay, as harmleſs as its looks | 


are 
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CHAP. V, 


Of the various miſchiefs ariſing- from negle@ 0 
of xe wheat Ne var fog ow! 4 #4 
cauſe of moſt ſins. Some inſtances are given 
in Atheiſm, Onbelief, Swearing, Pride, Care- 
leſneſs in God's Service, Lukewarmneſs, Cove- 
| Fouſneſs, &c. | | 


Fs: what hath been aid , we may ſafely 


= draw this Concluſion, That want of Con- 


fideration is the-unhappy Spring, from which 
moſt of the miſeries and calamities of Mankind 
flow. ' There. may be inferiour and ſubordi- 


"nate cauſes, .as the barenneſs of a Field may 


proceed from the Thorns which overlſpread it, 
from the ſtones which lye ſcatter'd upon it, 
from. want: of duoging, from the ruſhes that 
grow in it, ec, but the principal cauſe, is the 
.Sluggards Idleneſs, and Lazine(s; fo here, the 


Miſeries of Mankind may owe their exiſtence 
0' various accidents, and occurrences, but the 


Maſter-cauſe «is. want of Conſideration. In- 
ideed- God, 1.5. 12, 13. makes this the great 
wh, : ; S 2 | : reaſon, 


 *are now; will. then change his aſpeQ; and thow 
that. now thinkeſt a Lamb can be nothing but 
kind, wilt then find, by woful experience, that 
there is ſuch a thing, as the indignation, and 
wrath of the Lamb. 
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Tha 256 7 . Wy 
| teaſon , Why 'hje people wete' gone into Captivity, 
why their honowyable Men were famiſh'd, and their 
multitnde dried wp with thirſt 3 why Hell hagl en- 
lirged her ſelf, and open'd her mouth without mea: 
ſure, and their glory, and their Multitude, and 
their pomp deſcended into it. It's the want of 
, which, mall Ages, hath procur'd God's judg- 
-ments, which by Conſideration, might have 
been ſtopt and prevented. Had Adam improv'd 
his ſolitarineſs in the Garden of Edey, into ſert- 
ous Conſideration of the nature of the Precept 
his Maſter gave him, and refleQed on the wif- 
dom'of the Supreme Law-piver, that made it , 
on the immenſe bounty, his great Benefaftor 
had crown'd him withall , on the abominable 
ingratitude he would make himſelf guilty of , 
by breaking ſo reaſonable an Injunftion. Had 
he but recolleQed himſelf ( when tempted to 
eat of the dangerous fruit, under a pretence 
that it would open his eyes, and make him 
Wiſe as God )) and thought, that the Creator 
of Heaven and Earth knew beſt, - what degree 
of wifdom! and knowledge became a creature of 
his quality and condition 3 and he that was all 
love, and beauty , and kindneſs', would not 
have interdifted himthat fruit, if the food mighe 
have-any way advanc'd his happineſs, and that 
therefore there muſt be ſome cheat inthe-Teinp- 
tation : Thar the: Angels ' which were [lately 
thrown down from 'their glory, could not but 
envy the fejicity, he _— and for that 'rea- 
Ton would appear in all mahner of ſhapes,” and 
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ery a thouſand ways to weaken' the favour of 
God towards him; and that it was without all 
peradventure the fafeſt way to prefer an expreſs 


command, before an uncertain ſuggeſtion. That 


it was below the Allmighty to ſay and inlay ; 
to forbid, and yet permit,to caution, and yets 
to connive 3 to declare. his will to' day, and 
countermand it to morrow-z and that ſuch 
weakneſſes are ſcarce recancileable to the tem- 
per of a wiſe Man on Earth , much leſs to the 
Rules of infinite Wiſdom. Had his' mind 
taken a view of ſuch arguments. as theſe, 
and ofthe uninterrupted proſperity and immor- 
tality he was promis'd upon his obedience ; it's 
not the charms, or rhetorick, or ſoft language 
of a, Wife, nor the ſubtilty of a Serpent, nor 
the pretended Omniſcience, the Devil flatter'd 
him withall, would have made him leave that 
happy ſtate, which the infinite goodneſs of 
Heaven had plac'd him in. But while he ſaf- 
fers the pleaſure of a Garden to tranſport his 
Soul, and to blind it, fears no.ill, no miſchief, 
no danger among the Roſes and Flowersof Pa- 
radife, embraces the deceitful ſuggeſtion, wirh- 
out examining the cauſe, the manner, or the 
end of it, ſwallows the fatal bait without chew- 
ing, believes a Wife, and a Beaſt, without conſi- 
dering the conſequence of the fa&t,and inquires 


- not how God may reſent his curioſity, he falls 


into death and miſery, and drags all his Poſte- 
rity after him, 5 | 


S424 Had 


y—— 


368  TheGeeatLaw . "= 
Had the Inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorreb 
 reflefted, like rational Men, on the reproofs and 
 admonitions of righteous Lot, ruminated on his 
paſſionate bugs. 290 taken notice of the Mo- 
tives he uſed, of the incouragements he al- 
ledg'd, of the commiſſion he produced, of the 
authority by which he acted, confider'd the 
kindneſs of the Almighty, in ſending them ſuch 
a Preacher, and thought with themſelves, That 
ſure it could not be the Preachers intereſt , to 
ſet himſelf againſt their vices; That except 
Conſcience, and a Divine Commiſſion had 
rompted him to attempt their Reformation , 
it was not probable,he would enrage a debauch- 
ed City. againſt himſelf, and make himſelf ob- 
noxious to the fury of the People; that the 


 rTightcous man ſpake nothing but reaſon, and 


ſought nothing but their good 3 That God's 
prom would certainly be tired ere long,and 

is long-ſuffering turn into vengeance; that 
the fire of their luſt would ſhortly pull down 
other fire, and the heat of their unclean defires 
| break into more conſuming flames; That fins 
againſt Nature made Men worſe than Beaſts, 


and for God not torevenge ſuch Crimes,would | 


' certainly give the World occaſion to believe 
there was no Governour, that took care of ſub- 


lunary objefs, or be a means to deſtroy Hu- . | 


mane Society ; That God would not always 
put up affronts, nor ſuffer his methods to re- 
claim them, to be baffled everlaſtingly ; That 
they could not hope to eſcape God's Indignati- 

_ | | _. on, 
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- 0n, No more, than-the Men of the firſt World, - 

and when their ſins were equal, God's Judg- 
ments would overtake them, as well as they 
did their Brethren ; That God could intend 
them no harm, by calling them to repentance z _ 
and being the great Preſerver of Men, could 
not but deſign their well-being and feli- 
city. | 

Had they ſuffered their thoughts to dwell on 
ſuch truths as theſe, made ſuch Conſiderations 
familiar to their Souls, they would haye melted 
and humbled. themſelves, and kept- back that 
fire and brimſtone, which afterwards conſumed 
them. - Want of Conſideration made them (e- 
. cure in fin, and that ſecurity prepared them for 
their devaſtation. 

Indeed , there is no (in almoſt, but is com- 
mitted for want of Conſideration. Men con- 
fider/ not: what. fin is, nor how loathſom it is 
to that Cod, who carries them on his wings, 
as the Eagle doth yer young, nor what injury 
they do to their own Squls,nor what the dread- 
ful effe&ts, and conſequences of it are, and that 
makes them ſupine and negligent. of their du- 


ty. | 

"To give a few inſtances : - Did the Atheiſt 
but look up to Heaven; did his ſwiniſh and 
bruitiſh appetite but give him leave to con- 
template that glorious Fabrick, the orderly po- 
ſition of the Stars, the regular motion of thoſe 
Celeſtial Lamps, and _ the Mathematical contri- 
vance of that curious Globe z how is it poſhble 
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he could dream of a ciſual concurrence of 4- 
toms, or forhear to ackriowledge a moſt wiſe, 
moſt perfe&, and moſt powerful Archite&,even 
that God, who commanded them into be-- 
ng , and ſtill preſerves them from decay and 
raine? 

Would he but conſider, how things that 
have a beginning, could not make themſelves , 
- unleſs they were before they were, ( which 
1mplies a contradiction ) and therefore muſt 

certainly be made, and produced at firſt by 
ſome Supreme cauſe, that is Eternal and Om- 


nipotent. Would he but refle& on the uni- © © 


yerſal conſent of Mankind, how not onely the - 
civiliz'd, but the moſt barbarous Nations in 
all Ages, -have had a ſenſe of a Deity; and 
how this ſenſe never changes, although Kings 
. doms, and Republicks, theig Government, Laws, 
. Conſtitutions, Inhabitants,and Cuſtoms change; 
and how improbable it is, that all Mankind 
ſhould conſpire into ſuch a Cheat, ifthere were 
no Supreme Power z how rational it is, that- 
when Men of different Conſtitutions, Complexi- 
ons, Principles, Deſires, Intereſts, Opinions, do 
all, or moſt of them agree in one thing, there _ 
muſt neceſſarily be ſomething more than ordi-. 
nary in't, and the Notion muſt be ſuppoſed 
 gither imprinted by God on the hearts of all 
Men, or carefully deliver'd to Poſterity by the 
_ firſt Planters of the World, which ,.in all pro- 
bability, they would not have done, except 
they had yery good ground and reaſon for 7 
| 1 __anq. 
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and though here and there ſome fewhave been 
\ found, who either out of ambition of being 
_ thought wits, or in a humor, or through ſome 

| ſtrange corruptionotftheir minds, havedenied the 
being ofa Deity,or have believed none, yet that 
thoſe few are inconſiderable, compared with 
the greateſt part of Mankind, and guided rather 
by their luſts and vices,whoſe intereſt it is, there 
ſhould be no God to take notice of them, and 
not by the true light. of reaſon; Would the 
Fool, I ſay, but think ſeriouſly on theſe familiar 
Arguments, how could he fay in his heart, There 
# 20 God £2 * 

How could the Wretch deny -a Providence, 

if ke did but take notice,how all things are pre- 
ſerved in thoſe ſtations, ſpheres, and tendencies, 
they wete at firſt created in. Haw things con- 
trary to one another, are kept from deſtroying 
one another. How every thing-proſecutes the 
end for which it was produced. How the Sea , 
that's higher than the Earth, is kept from over- 
running and drowning it. How Kingdoms, 
Empires, and Common-wealths are continued 
' and conferved in the World. How one Coun: 
trey is made a Scourge to the other for their 
finz\ and how. the ſoberer Nation many times 
conquers the more debauched and vicious, till 
the formers ſobriety dying, proves a prelage of 
the funeral of their happineſs. How Men are 
ſuffered to tyrannize, and to rage, that their 
fall afterward may be more grievous and ter: 
rible, How fig is puniſhed with finz and oth 
nat 
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what "meaſure we mete, with the ſame, other- 
men mete to us agam. How ſtrangely  Myr- 
#her 1s found out, and ſecret villanies diſcover- 
ed, arraigned, and condemned. 
Sueton, jn Calig How Caligula, that bids defiance 
' to Heaven, and threatens Jupi- 
fer to chaſtiſe him, if he ſent Rain that day his 
Players were to At ; how the poor miſerable 
creature hides his head in a Featherbed when 
it Thunders; and how the ſtouteſt ſinners 
tremble, even- then, when no man purſues 
them. How Tiberizs is tortured in his Conſci- 
ence with a ſenſe of his monſtrous praQtices, 
and he that had deſpiſed all Heavenly Powers, 
before his death, dreads what before he laughe. 
at, How light is frequently produced out of 
darkneſs; the greateſt felicity from the greateſt 
miſery 3 and even fin.it ſelf ſo ordered , that ' 
it proyes an occaſion-of the. greateſt good, 
How miraculouſly men are preſerved, and how 
prodigiouſly reſcued from dangers, that hang 
over their heads, and threaten their deftrudi- 
on. How one man is puniſhed by' proſperity, 
another preſerv'd by the want of ir, How one | 
man's bleſſings are turn'd into Curſes, and ano- 
ther man's curſes into bleſſings. How men pe- 
riſb, that they may not periſh; and are ſuffer'd 
to grow poor, that they may be rich; and'are 
depriyed of all,that they mayarrive to fargreater 
plenty. How ſtrangely many times are men 
preſeryed from fin, and ſomething comes in, 
and croſſestheir ſinful attempts. and — 
B01 that 
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that they are not able to put their purpoſes; iti 


_ execution. How men are fitted for ſeveral em- 


p_—_ and no office or bufineſs ſo meanand 
fordid, but ſome Men have a gerizs or inclinatias 
on to it. How Beaſts, which are ſtronger than 
Men, are yet kept from hurting Men ; and men 
themſelves, that intend miſchief to their Neigh- 
bours, are prevented in their defagns, and in the 
Net they ſpread *for athers, their foot 1s taken, 


How by very inconſiderable means, very great 


things are effefted ; and ſometimes without 


- means, . very ſignal changes and alterations are 
[+ ming How the greateſt preparations are - 


lown upon, and diſſolved, and a handful of 
men chaſes vaſt, and potent Armies; How Ty- 


_ rants, when they are juſt bringing their Tri- 


uniphs to: perfe&ion, are blaſted on a, ſudden , 
and when they fancy nothing can reſiſt or hin- 


der their mighty deſigns, the wind turns, and 
_ all their bravery dies into contempt and ſhame, - 


and diffatisfation. How the greateſt Enemy , 


| ſometimes: becomes the greateſt Friend; and 


he that hated another unto death, is on a ſud- 


. den.convinc'd of his folly, and loves him as his. 
own: Soul. How kindly the Heavens diſpenſe 
' their former and latter Rain 3 and how, upon 


ſolemn Prayers and Supplications, ſome great 


Judgment is averted, and men reſtored to their 


former peace and tranquillity. How, even in 
things fortuitous, Juſtice'is executed 3: and the 
Arrow which ſuch'a man ſhot at random, is yet 
fo guided; as to hit: the perſon guilty of ſome 
2:7 | | | heinous 


heinous crime. How fuch a man's ruine proves 
anathers-inſtruSion ; and he, whom Education 
could not engage to Prudence, learns to be wiſe 
Þy anotbers fall. How, men ignorantly con- 
trive their Neighbours good, and while they 
leaſt intend the: happineſs of others, rake the 
xeadieft courſe to make their labours ſucceſsful 
and /profperonus. How a Flea ſhall awaken an 
 Hhbaſixerww, that he may look'* into his Clironi- 
gles, and read there the good Offices of A1or- 
ecai, and. recompence him , and prevent the 
Miſchief intended agginſt God's People. How 
a word that drops fometimes from the Preach- 
ers Mouth in a Sermon, ſhall make that impref- 
fioh on the Hearers Heart, as to change it, and 
work him into attother man. | 

| He that would take ſuch paſſages as theſe 
into ſerious confideration, how were it poſlible 
for him to queſtion a Providence, that orders, 
and rules, and governs all, and extends its 
care even to the leaſt, moſt minute, and moſt 
abjet and contemptible creature > How could 
he forbear to admire God, as the moſt wile, 
moſt knowing , moſt lovely, moſt perfe&t; 
moſt holy, and moſt beautifal Being , whoſe 
eyes run to aud fro, to ſhew himſelf ſtrong it 
#he behalf of thoſe , whoſe heart is upright. to+ 
wards bim, 2 Chron, 16. 9. SED;  beag 
The Unbeliever , that doth not believe the 
Scripture :to be the Word of God, and fancies 
there is-no other World, no Judgment after 
Death z and thinks it irrationa]; that A | 


"- "RP by. & \ , ” va G . Fe ae 
Rd Kee > AW MGS C4 SY FI IS A bond 3 
Fo en nan ed FEI. . ER > HERE co CHI FT ; « I 
s 1 Br LES ona 4% SO Gs WR ; ; 
FIRE bed EC} td 4. wa RO _ ERS F 
* y al So 3 ki Mt Hs 
AAAS. ol # LR « 
% > .a< 4 - 
TY EECKL - y; 


"= ww 3 w- ew : 46 -Q'& &@ 


bf Cotifide C L on. 268 
fin ſhould be puniſh'd with'an eternity of tors 
ments 3- it's want of Conſideration makes him 
continue Infidel ; | 


For 1. As for the Scripture, which contains 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the Chriſtian Religi- 
on, would he but take a walk in the Field,or 
in his Garden, or in his Chamber, and weigh the 
Arguments which make for the Divinity of this 
Book.and confider what he can objett againſt ir; 
whether his objeQtions be equal in ftrength 
and weight, with the reafons that fetch its pe- 
digree from Heaven, he would foon be of a- 
nother mind, and pity the weakneſs and f{auci- 
neſs of thoſe Youngſters, that play upon the'O- 
racles of God in Ale-houſes, or Taverns, or 
Theatres, - He need only -difcourſe with hin- 
ſelf in this manner. TENT <4, 

I fee the whole Chriſtian world, for fo ma- 
ny Centuries together, hath embraced 'thefe 
Sacred Volumes, as a Treafury-of God's Will, 
and Ordinances, as a DireQory dropt down 
from Heaven, to teach them how God will be 
worſhip d, what Notions they are to entertain 
of God, and what they are to do to fave their 
Souls for ever 3 how they are to order their 
lives, how they are to Pray, how they are to 
behaye themſelves toward God, and Man, and 
what -rules'they are to obſervein their think- 
ing, ſpeaking, doing, and dealing in the World. 
Its very probable, that God, who is all good- 
neſs, all mercy, and of infinite pity , and _ 
| made 


>: . Patt Ky Fr , <3 X 
4 Wt b Yo LOT "Ef COR TITS " A \s OI CF. ox of _ 
at” 0 Ro rg TT b No ae. WET” "3 on 
« » # = Bs nr Tt IE 20 7M k T7 b « 9. _— 
Ta. "4 ; F p 7 - 
\ \* W Q4 F & © 


TI DOTS Oy + Dr ONES 


c *: £ 


20 C. : W's . An LO der nts / 
"made-this World. to' ſerve” ay rand endow'd 
him with a.capacity of knowing and adoring 
God, would not leave him deſtitute of ſuch 
helps arid means, as might beſt promote his 
knowledge of him; but find out a way to ma- 
nifeft himſelf to him, eſpecially when it's evi- 
dent, that without ſome better directions than 
Nature gives, men are fo very apt to fall into 
errors}, and - miſapprehenſions of his Glory 
and Majeſty. Whether this Book contains 
therefore the true Revelations, which God hath 
been pleas'd to make to mankind, is the que- 
ſtion, l | 
Upon examination I find, that there is no- 
thing in this Book,either promiſed or threatned, 
or commanded, but what is Des dignum, fit for 
a' God {to .promite, and threaten, and com- 
mand, ; | 2 
Whatever is- deliver'd here, ſeems to be yery 
agreeable to his Majelty, and Sovereignty , and 
Divine Nature. | The rewards, as well as puniſh- 
ments, are Godlike;z, and the. Duties prefſed 
here, are but the neceſſary conſequents of: his 
Goodneſs, and Juſtice, and Government , and 
Supremacy;z which conſequences, becauſe man, 
by reaſon of his. corruption, was not.able tode- 
duce from the Notion of God, God thought fit 
to. reveal , and manifeſt to. him, by various 
Paflages, Hiſtories, Prophecies,  Parables, Px- 
cepts;,- and Concluſions. 4 +4} Brad 
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this Book are at leaſt very harmleſs, its greataim 
| being to make men good, and juſt, and honelt, 
_ and hivelike menof reaſon; ſo that if menquar- 


rel with it, they muſt quarrel with their own 


taake and conſtitution, which is not only capa- 
| ble of ſuch perfefions, but were the groſler len- 


ſual objeRts removed, or ſeparated from it, would 
naturally defire and breatheafter them. « What- 
eyer verity or truth,the light of Nature or Rea- 
ſon diQtates, is here to be found; and: this Book 
is ſo far from contradiding or aboliſhing any 
thing of that nature, that it improves and re- 


fines it. If I ſearch all the Volumes of the an- 


tient Heathen Philoſophers, men who ranfackt 
Nature, and tried what Nature would diſcover 
of God, and anatomized the Law written upon 
mens hearts. If Iperuſe all the Leſſons and Rules 
of Morality, they gave and preſcribed to Man- 

kind, I find-them all deliver'd 1n this Book, much + 
purer, and muchclearer than thoſe Philoſophers 
were able to propoſe them : and what lies (cat- 


”- ter'd. up and down in their vaſter Volumes, 4s 


concentred here, .inſomuch that not.only. Scho- 
lars, but very ardinary capacities, may be Phi- 
loſophers, and ſpeak more ſenſe and reaſon, than 
the antient Wits, whom the World, when bar- 


: barous and rude, lookt upon as Oracles. 


The Sacred Writers, whoever they were, for 
ought I ſee; were-men of very noble and gene- 
rous {pirits; for their great endeavour is, to ins 
ſtruc} and edifice mankind, and to. teach ew 

| x uc 
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fachdelights,as are fit for a rational Son! to em- 
brace, 1 ſee they exhort. men to live like them- 
ſelves, like perſons capable of converſing with 
God. I fee they are all for preſervation of Hu- 
mane Socieries, and to this end they ſpeak againſt 
all that's evil, and encourage Juſtice, and Feace, 
and Unity, and Charity and - Obedience to Go- 
vernours, and all that's good and holy z and con- 
demn all hypocrifie, commend upright dealing, 
and ſincerity of heart, and proſcribe even thok. 
fins which the world can take no notice of, Sins 
of thoughts, Sins of the heart, and fins of ſe- 
creſie, and urge a hearty unfeigned love to our 
Neighbour, Their great care and ſolicitude is, 
that men tnay not be kept unacquainted with 
themſelves; and though they lived in different 
Ages, at different times, and were of different 

zcatians, yet they all agree in their great en- 
deavour and deſign to purifie mens hearts, and 
to keep their conſciences void of offence to« 
wards God, and towards Men. They would 
have God Worſhip'd, and honour'd like a God 
in ſpirit and in-truth, and require the cream and 
marrow of our endeavours, our deareſt and ten-+ 
dereſt love to be given to him, which indeed 
is a worſhip fit for him, that is our fupreamRy- 
Jer and Governor, in whom we live, and have 
our being. | 


"They condemn all ſenfuality, which makes 
men. live like Beaſts; and all unpatience, and 
diſcontent,” which makes their lives — 
Neves | G 
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haughtineſs, which makes their 
near Neighbours hate and deſpiſe them; and all 
baſe ſelfiſhneſs, which makes them uncompaſlio- 
nate. They preſcribe the greateſt Cordials a- 
gainſt croſſes, and affiiftions, for they promiſe a 
better life after this, a.life of everlaſting joy and 
bliſs; and though Moſes and the Prophets fay 
but little of another life in expreſs terms, yet 
they.da it in Types, and Shadows and myſteri- 
ous Phraſes, and Actions, which the Prophets a- 
mong the Jews in all probability explained to 
the people; and ſuppoſe there were no ſuch life, 
yet would the fancy of it be mighty pleaſing in 
diſtreſles and Calamities, and ſerve to bear usup 
under the greateſt Burthensz and ſhould we 
find nothing of that nature, when we come to 
dye,to be ſure there would be no body to laugh 

at us. | | 
They repreſent God as infinitely merciful to 
wretched men, and willing to accept of thoſe 
that repent, and turn, and ſincerely fear him, and 
to make them everlaſtingly happy 3 and yet that 
men may notpreſurme, and turn the graceof God 
into wantonnefs, they repreſent him juſt withall, 
that will take vengeance on thoſe who proyoke 
his patience, and mock his compaſſion, and abuſe 
his mercy. into contempt of his Laws. They re- 
preſent him as a very reaſonable Maſter, that lays 
upon his Seryants no more than they are able to 
bear, and expeds returns anſwerable to the fa- 
vours he beſtows on them; and ſuch fervyices, 
as are, in ſome meaſure proportionable to the 
x means 


' but what we expe&from qur Seryants. All which 
is highly rational; and I muſtneeds imagine, ſince 
no men that everliv'd in the world, could give 
the world ſuch exa& Rules for the improve- 
ment and advancement of a rational Soul, as 
theſe Writers do, that they muſt have had ſome 
Divine Spirit to guide them, eſpecially fince the 
education, breeding, and converſation of ſome 
; or moſt of them, gave them no advantages of 

' Learning, or Philoſophy, nor any opportunity 
of improving their intellectuals by reading ſuch 
Writings, as acute and quick ſighted men had 
diſperſed through the World. To exalt the Sou], 
and to elevate 1t aboye Sence, and Earth,- and 
Droſs, and Dung, and to make it fit to be ad- 
mitted to familiarity with its Maker, ſeems to be 
the. very drift and deſign of this Book ; and if it 
were not Divine, or Inſpired, it might however 
deſerve the reputation of maintaining the great- 
eſt and moſt generous deſigns, that ever were | 
carried on by mankind. 

But'ſare, its original is more than humane; 
and the perſons who deliver theſe things, had 
certainly a Divine Commiſhon. When I look 
either upon Moſes, and the Prophets, in the Old, 
or upon Feſ#s, and his Apoſtles, in the New Te- 
ſtament, Men who were the chief Promulgers of 
the Truths, deliver'd in theſe Books, methinks 
there appears ſomething extraordinary in them, 
and I cannot but ſee the.finger of God, that.did 
diret and help them, If I believe any rings fir 

| | that 
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firm the Law, and Statutes, he gave to the Jews 
| T 


that T never heard, or ſaw my ſelf, T have the 
reateſt reaſon'in the World to believe; that that 
/es whom both Jews and Heather: call the 
great Leader, and Captain-General of the Jews, 
was inſpired from above, when he gave his Law 
to the whole Nation. of the Jews. That he 
wrought thoſe ſtupendious Miracles, which are 
Recorded in Scripture, the Few Nation hath 
firmly and conſtantly believed, ever fince they 
were wrought; and how 600000 Men, before 
whom they were wrought, and who did feed 
upon many of thoſe Wonders,and who havede- 
livered the real performance of thoſe Miracles 
down to their Poſterity, and ſo imprinted the 
belief of 1t on the hearts of their Progeny, that 
neither Sword , nor: Fire, could' ever make 
them deny it, even by. the Teſtimony of their 
greateſt Enemiesz How, I fay, this vaſt Multi- 


tude of Men could be miſtaken in thoſe Mira- 


cles, and give credit to his Law, obſerve every 
punCGtilio of it, undergoe all that tedious Service 
he injoin'd them, endure the pain of Circuni- 


cifion, negle& their ſecular and neceſflary affairs 
to attend that laborious worſhip, and all upon 


the account of thoſe Miracles, if they had not 
been confident of the truth and reality of them, 
is altogether unaccountable to a rational Man. 
Theſe Miracles he could neyer have wrought 
without a ſupernatural power, nor can I imagine 
any other reaſon; why God ſhould honour him 
with that ſupernatural power, but only to-eon- 


A an 


of Conſideration. 2ztr - 


a> The G2eat Law 
and toteſtific unto them ; and to aſſure them, 
that they came from God, andthat the Puniſh- 
ments threatned, would certainly attend the wil- 
ful negleGers of that Law. ES 
W bb pe hor un faretold things, fome 200, 
ſome 3co, ſome 500 years before 'they came to 
paſs, is fo evident from the Hiſtory of Joſtas, Cy- 
r#s, and the | Meſſjas, who was to come, that he ' 
muſt profeſs himiclfa ſtranger to all Hiſtory, that 
denies it; for:I find the Fews had thoſe Prophe- 
.cies by them-many years, before they were ful- 
filled, and therefare cannot be ſuppoſed to have 
torged thoſe Prophecies, after the things pre- 
xended to be foretold in them, were come to 
-paſs., £ + | | | 
» Bur, had we no other Teſtimony, that the 
_ Writings of the'QId Teſtament are inſpired, and 
- of Divine" Original, but that of Feſ#s, and his 
- Apoſtles, ( provided we can prove, that theſe 
came with Divine Authority ) there would be 
enough to fatisfie any perſon that doth not de- 
_ light in diſputing againſt light and reaſon. 
- | "That we owe the Dof@rine of the New Telſta- 
ment to this. Feſws, and his Apditles, the whole 
Chriſtian World hath unanimouſly believed far 
1605 years together; and I muſt needs fuppoſe, 
there couldnot have beenfſuch aſtirin the world, 
For-ſo'many: Centuries, about' the Religion of 
Ts if there had not-been ſuch a perfoninthe 
World. >Butin'this F-find the whole Warld a- 
-gree 3 ' That there was ſuch. a perſon, nat only 
Chriſtians, but their greateſt Enemies, both Jew: 
Se 32% A 
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that there wereſuch perſons, as Wiliam the Con-" 
queror, or Richard the Firſt, Second, Third, Sc. 
This Jeſas, as he doth aver and maintain, Fhat 


| God fpake by Moſes, and the Prophets of old; fo 


he could not but be himfelf @ perſon fent from 


- God to reform the World; and tolet them kinow 


the Will and Pleafure of the Almighty, con- 
cerfring their everlaſting happinets. $0 
For I find he wronghe fach Miracles, Works . 


{6 exceeding Art, and Nature, that they were 
the wonder, and confuſion of the World 35 Nor 


do upon Examination perceive, that the Jews 
deny it; only they give out, that being welt 


| ilfdin the Art of Magick; and dealing with 


the Devil, he made all that ſtir and noiſe inthe 
World, and drew fo many followers after him; 
which to any. man in his wits feems the fillieſt 
Plea imaginable; for his Doftrine, Life, Mira» 
cles, alltended to the deftruftion of the Devils 
Kingdom. His firft work was to forbid Idolatry, 
andto:pull down the Worſhip of Devils, and to 
encourage real -Goodnefs, and Piety, and abhor- 
rency, not only of all evil, but ofall appearance 
of evil; and if Satan caſt ont Satan, he is divi- 
Aed againſt hiniſelf, and how then ſhall his King- 
dom fland # Matth. 12. 26: RET 
I find, that the Art of Magick in thoſe days, 
was in great requeſt with all the Grandeesof the 
ews, and they arriv'd to very great perfe&ion 
in it: And'if this Jeſ@s wrought his Miracles 
| T 3 by 


and Heathen, do confeſs. This the profaneſtmmen: 
_ alive will believe, as firmly at leaſt asthey fo, 
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by that Art, why could not thoſe great Maſters 
of Magick, imitate thoſe wonderful works; not 
to mention, that at his Crucifixion, when they 
alledg'd all that Malice, or Hell could ſuggeſt 
againſt him, none of his Adverſaries, whatever 
ſome of them had done before, durſt be ſoabo- 
minably impudent, as to charge him with that 
black and diſmal Crime. Indeed his. deſign, 
words, actions, behaviour, and deportment were 
all ſo direaly contrary to this black, and Helliſh 
Art, That a man ſeems to be given up to the De- 
v1], that can have but the leaſt inclination to be- 
lieveit. Nero certainly had the greateſt advan- 
rages of any man that ever liv'd, to know the 
utmoſt reach of Magick; for as his extream vie 
ciouſneſs and Debauchery made him the Devils 
Darling, ſo he had all the Magicians in the world 
to teach, and to inſtruct himz yet with all the 
tricks and juggles that [either Men or Devils 
could furniſh him withal, I donot find, that he 
was able to Cure a cut Finger. ,.. | 
As great an Enemy as Julian the Apoſtate was 
to the Chriſtian Religion, as much as he. hated 
and perſecuted it, yet by what is recorded by ve- 
Ty faithful Men, Iſee, he could not deny but that 
Jeſus did open the eyes of ſome blind Men, and 
Cured others that were Lame, and diſpoſlefied 
not few, that were moleſted with evil Spirits; 
and though he makes light of theſe wonders;yet 
to a man that is not poſſeſſed with prejudice, 
thoſe. Works will ſeem Divine and Supernatural; 
nat but that Gataradts, and accidental _ 
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of the eyes, may be redreſſed by natural means ; 
but where Men that are born blind, are reſtored 
to their ſight with a word, it cannot but argue 
aCommiſhon from Heaven, Indeed all that ſaw 
tt, profeſſed they never faw it on this faſhion. 
There were Philoſophers, and Learned Men, as 
well as Tradeſmen and Mechanicks in the crowd 
of his hearers, who could they have found bur 
the leaſt hole for evaſion, they would certainly 
have made' uſe of it again(t him 3 but with the 
exaCteſt : obſervations they could make, they 
could not ſpy the leaſt ſhadow of an impoſture, 
but were forced to confeſs, That a mighty Pro- 
phet was riſen up amongſt them. 

:T-- cannot: readily comprehend, why - Tiberizs 
ſhould have: been fo fond, to have this Je/a- al- 
cribed 'into:the number of the Rowan Gods; or 
why Sever (ſhould worſhip him in his-Cloſet 
among his other Deities; or why Adrian ſhould 
have purpos'd to erect Temples, without Images 
to: his Honour, if they had not look'd upon him 
as. ſome extraordinary perfon, and had not been 
ſufficiently aſſured of the many wonderful works 
he had done. | find the Chriſtians appeal to 
the publick Ads, and Records, among the yery 
Heathen, where many of the wonderful things 
that Feſws did, were deſcribed, which they durſt 
not have done, had not they been ſure that there 
wereſuch publick Monuments, and thoſe things 
in:them. | | | 

The Evangeliſts (whoſe Writings I have no 
more reaſan to queſtion, than I do the Writings 
| T 4 Of 
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of Tatitits, or Serieca, or Cicero, or Livy, they 
having been univerſally acknowledged to be 
theirs, atid no Man havirig ever been able to 
confute'their relation, or to give any ſatisfactory 
Argument, why they ſhould not be believed 3 
theſe Evangeliſts, ſome of them being Eye-wit- 
neſles, I perceive, make mention of feveral Mi- 
racles that were wroughtd-befbre great multi- 
tudes of People 3 and certainly fome judicious 
Men then living would have found it our, if 
there had been a-cheat or juggle in't : Nay, is 
it rational, that the Apoſtles of- this Jeſ#s would, 
or durſt, with that freedom, boldneſs, and con- 
fidence, have affirmed, aflerted, and.abetted both 
his Reſurreftion, and his Miracles, in the very 
Metropolis of Judea, in the City of Fernſalem, 
where it had been an eafie matter to discover 
thefraud,if there had been no ſuch thing? From 
all which, I muſt neceſſarily gonclude, as Nico+ 
pages” or 3: ver. 2. Maſter we know that thou 
art a Teacher come from God ; for no man can 


Ao theſe Miracles that thou doeſt, except God be 
5 i 


with hins. | | 
Indeed: if I will not put a Veil over my face{ 
and wilfully blind myſelf, Imuſt needs concluds, 
That his Dof&rine muſt be Divine, whoſe Mi- 
racles were ſo; nor can I ſuppoſe it poflible, 
that God would ſufferthat perſan, whomhe in-- 
truſted with his own power of doing Miracles; 
toobtrude upon the World falſe and 1dle Tales, 
or unheceſlary and impertinent Dofrines, and 
Injanftions, T-cannot conceive, ' why. God 
| nn apek ac 
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ſhould communicate to him the power of: doing 
Miracles, except 1t be to confirm the Divinity 
and indiſpenſable neceflity of his Dod&rine and 
Precepts; ſo that, if the Works he did, had a 
Divine original, his Dodrine. and Commands 
muſt be derived from Heaven too, elſe it would 
follow, that God had been very unwiſe in his 
choice, ahd had exerted his Omnipotent, power 
to little or no purpoſe, only to make a ſhew in 
the World, or to encreaſe the Kingdom of dark- 
neſs, than which, there can nothing be imagin'd 


Store abſurd, or incongruous,.. And though it's 


true, that moſt Religions boaſt of Miracles, 
and many things, which are cryed-up for Mira- 
cles, are nothing leſs, yet theſe are ſo atteſted, 
that a man muſt go againſt the ftrongeſt Eviz 

dence, that goes to contradict them. . - ., - 
If I confider the progreſs of this Goſpe], I find 
Its. altogether Miraculous, not only becauſe the 
Apoſtles, who propagated this Dogrine, had 
the power of Miracles confer'd_ on them by.this 
Jeſs which proves him tg have been in the form 
of God, but becauſein leſs than 260 years, with- 
out force or arins, in deſpite of Sword and: Fire, 
and the direft Torments, 1 fpread/over all the 
known World, . That the Mahometan Religion 
made a ſtupendtous progreſs; after: its. firſt riſe, 
15 not demedz but he that ſhall refle&t on- the 
means whereby it enlarges its: power, vis. by 
Sword, and Violence, by depopulating Coun- 
tries, by killing and murthering all that reſiſted, 
will judge it rofe-from Hell, rather than came 
; f own 
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down from Heaven. Butl find the Goſpel ſpread 
to a Prodigy, only by innocence, and patience; 
by doing good, and ſuffering evil, the proper 
Arms of Heaven. No force was put upon men, 
but what came fromdemonſtration of the Spirit, 
and that nine Thouſand men, in two or three 
days time, ſhould be Captivated by it, is tome 
as great a Wonder, as St. Peter's bidding the 
lame Man, take up his Bed, and walk. 
” Tſe, how in deſpite of all the Arts and Stra- 
tagems the Devil could invent to ſtop its-pro- 
preſs, in deſpite of all the endeavours of Nero, 
Domitian, Trajan, Decixs, Diocleſian, to root 
It out, it mock'd their rage and fury. I find how 
the blood of Martyrs, that was ſpilt this day, 
brought forth a greater number of Confeffors 
the next; -and multitudes of Chriſtians, that 
were Sacrificed this week, - were ſeconded by a 
greater Armyin'a few daysafter, and Men ſeem- 
:edto glory in being defign'd for death, and ſer- 
ving as Apprentices of Martyrdom z and though 
| Hereand there a Mahometar may dye for his Re- 
tipion, yet ſuch a number of Martyrs no Reli- 
gion can ſhew'; and what can Ithink of ſo many 
Myriads of Men, that being offered Eaſe, Plen- 
(97 Riches Honours, Preferments, deſpiſed them 
aH:and would ſuffer the moſtexquiſite Tortures, - 
Tortures which the Executioners themſelves 
trembled at, and which made:the. very heathen 
bluſh, (fo great was the Inhumanity) rather than 
deny-that Dodrine, which they had upon indu- 
bitable Teſtimonies receivedas Divine ? What 
33 Fe can 


oof Conſideration. a9. 
can I think, I ſay, of theſe Men,but that they had 
2z IN fufficiently ſearch'd into the truth of this Goſpel, 


ap and were molt certainly afſur'd, that it was the 
n, FF Word, and Will of God ; and that this Jeſus 
t, would moſt certainly fulfil his promiſes to them, 


c and give them Eternal Life, if. they could be 
ie content. ts loſe their Lives on Earth for his 
\E ſake; That ſo many Hundred .thouſand Men, 

many of them learned, and wiſe, and of Noble 


a= blood, and ingenuous Education, ſhould throw 
3 away their Lives in a humour, without very 
o, © good ground, that what they believed was re- 
T ally Divine, and could not but be ſo, is a thing 
W ſo incredible, that thoſe, who can think ſo, dif- 
A cover themſelves to be the moſt credulous Duns 
rs ces in the World, 2 

it I Read, how in and about-Chri/?'s time, ei- 
A ther juſt before: his coming, or ſhortly after his 
1+ departing out of this World, by :confeffion of 
r= the Heathen themſelves, ( for Porphyrins, as bit-, 
h ter an Enemy as ever Chriſtianity had among 
-- | Philoſophers, acknowledgesſomuch ) the Heas 
i- then Oracles, . and the:Voices of Devils ceas'd; 


y And can I think the-Devil would: have left de- 
1» luding the World, by: his:ambiguous. Oracles, 


= gone off the Stage-voluntarily, and quietly, ex+ 
s. M$ cept he had been forced, and compelled toit by - 
es this prodigious. perſon, whom: God. ſent 1nto 
n the: World to. reveal his Glory? . Certainly it 
n could not' be one that was meer man, whom 
ws theſe evil Spirits would have.,vailed and bowed 
it 8 to; without he had been more than-Man, the 


woul 
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would haye hr, ya their power, and main- 
tained their poſſeſſion, and defended their u- 
niverfal Empire, and made Men know, that the 
Arm of fleſh was a very inconfiderable Weapon 
to controll, or dethrone the Rulers of the dark- 
neſs of this World, and (corned to give ſuch a 
Cowardly Oracle, as he did to: Avguftns Ceſar; 
Me Puer Hebrens, &c. The Hebrew Boy doth 
drive me out, and commands my Silence. 

| I find wherever this Goſpel came, the Devil 
fled away 3 this deftroyed his Service, Prieſts, 
and. Altars, and the Gates of Hell could not. 
withftand it; nor can ſee which way the Gob 
pel could have effe&ed all this, without its pow- 
er and efficacy had been Divine. 

I read what ſtrange alterations -1t made upon 
all Peoples tempers, diſpoſitions, and affe&iens, 
who embrac'd it 5 wbat ſhould make ſo many 
great men, ſo many ſabtil Philoſophers, ſo ma- 
ny learned Men, fo many Sages, men of the great- | 
eſt wir, and judgment, and apprehenfion, bothin 
the Eaſtern and Weſtern Empire, yield and fub- 
mit toit,and throw away their vain Philoſophi- 
call.earning, and'humble themſelves to the Croſs 
of Chriſt, except they had ſeen the (tamp of God 
upon it? I find, that the greateſt Oratore, and 
Logiciats, and the ableſt Diſputants, that came. 
oi an-intent to deride it, were captivated,;and 
eonquer'd by it, and ſubmitted to its Laws and 
Doftrines 3 and as unearned and unskilful as the 
men-were that defended it againſt their fabtilty, 
yet they were-forced to yield to thems and to 
DIROW | __ cry 


a 6, 
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cry out, That they were overcome, and baffled. 
The change it wrought wpon peoples ſpirits, was 
wondrous {trange ; the Cholerick, the Enviaus, 
Mn # the Drunkard, the Fornicator, -the Adulterer, 
the Worldling, the Oppreffor, the Timerous, 
the Puſilanimous, were on a ſudden transfornvd 
of into Love, Meekneſs, Sobriety, Chaſtity, Tem- 
th perance, Charity , Laberality , Fortitude, and 
Magnanimity 3 and they that before trembled at 


yi the thoughts of Fire, and Wild-beaſts, offered 
s, themſelves to flames, and took it ill if they were 


put by, and deprived of the Honour of riding 
f- in ſuch fiery Chariots to Heaven. . 


— Nay, I ſeeat this day, how wonderfully it 

works on the Souls of Men, makes them aCt a> 
n gainſt their natural Inclinations, without any 
*y proſpect of temporal Intereſt, go againſt the Bias 
y of their Corruptions, and ſtop in their Carreer 
A to Hel}, which they were running to with moſt 
t- BF eager appetite. . Iſee how it makes them hate 


n * thatevil company they formerly delighted in, 
4 and how infipid it renders all the Jeſts of their 


Ii- old aflſociates, how it makes them love their E- 
ls nemies, do gaod to them that hate them, pray 
d for them that perſecyte them, and defpitetully 
d BW uſe them; how it makes them live above ſenſe, 


x4 and ſeek their greateſt ſatisfaftion in the Ways 
1d and Ordinances of God. In a word, how from 
d Beaſts it changes them into Men; and from 
Ie Men into more than Men. And what ca 
Y, 1 afcribe all this to, but to a Divine Spirit, that 
- by this Goſpel ſubdues the hearts, and brings 

| | the 
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thelaſts and affe&ions of men into obedience to 
Chrift Jeſus : and though there be. Religious 
men among; other Sects, as Jews, Heathens, and | 
Mahometans, yet is their Piety rather outward 
' than inward, and whatever ſhew they may make 
of Self-denials and Mortifications, their hearts 
are not changed all the while by the force of 
their Dofrines, which yet we ſee daily pratticed 
in our Chriſtian Congregations, whereof none 
can give ſo good an account as Divines,that dif- 
courſe people about their ſpiritual concerns. 

He that ſhall take ſuch Arguments as theſe 
into ſerious Conſideration, may. eafily fatisfie 
. himſelf,that in theſe Volumes is contain'd the true 
Will of God, at leaſt, that this, of all things ex- 
tant, ismoſt likely to be the will of God, nothing | 
in Nature having thoſe circumſtances, and cha- - | 


raQers, and teſtimonies of a Divine Original, as | 


the Rules contain'd' in theſe Books, we call the 7 
Bible, have 3 and whatever ſeeming Contradifti- i 
ons and Tautologies thay be found there, to a 
conſiderate Man it would appear, that as long 
as the wain thing, the true way to happineſs, 
is ſecured, ſuch accidental things, as frequency 
of the ſame Expreflions, and Chronological 
miſtakes committed 'by the various Tranſcri- 
bers; may be paſsd by without 'offence 3 That 
many'things which have ſeem'd contradiftions; 
upon examination of the Cuſtoms, and Circum- 
ſtances of the Age, theſe Books were written in, 
have been found no Contradictions ;_ and that 
thus it maybe in all the reſt, if we _ 
to no 


"| of Conſideration. *' a8; 
thoſe ways of ſpeaking, and reckoning, and 
naming things, and all the Proverbial expreſſi- 

| ons then in uſez That in the ſubſtantial things 


of theſe Books, there hath been no alteration , 
or corruption, for ſo many Ages together 3.and 
that the plain way of writing, uſed here, and 
repeating the ſame things often, doth but argue 
honeſt ſimplicity, and want of guile, and un- 


| willingneſs to impoſe upon the World, in thoſe 


that have written theſe Books, and that though 
ſome paſſages recorded in them, ſeem to us fu- 
perfiuous, and needleſs, as that of- Facob, and 
Rachel and Leah, yet the ſacred Writer might 


# have peculiar, and very weighty reaſons for ir, 


| and defign it as an Allegory, to repreſent ſome 


other Myſtery, as we ſee St. Paxl affirms, of 4bra 


| ham and Sara, and Hagar, Galat. 4. 24. | 


And as Conſideration would chaſe away all 


PF infidelity of this nature, fo the want of it, we 
= find, makes Men Sots, and Beaſts ; and talk a- 
= gain(t things they underſtand not, and-cavil at 


& things moſt ſacred, and full of reaſon and ma- 


jeſty. This is it, makes them break jeſts 
on that which they ought to bow to, and 
ſpeak lightly of thoſe myſteries , which re- 


 quire and challenge their greateſt venerati- 


| ON. 
This 2dly 1s the Reaſon, which makes the 


ſenſual Man queſtion another World. He con- 

ſiders not, what a Divine Angelical Spirit is 

within him, nor how improbable it is, that the 

rational part of himſelf ( a thing — - 
| in 


Q eds The ff wat z | « 
tint from his Body, and which confiſts not of 
matter capable of corruption, and can yolun- 
tarily move it (elf, and think, which matter can- 
not do ) fhould periſh as the Beaſts of the 
- Field 3; would he bur confider how this Noti- 
on'of an after-retribution is ſpread all the ſo- 

| berer World over; and though all do not a- 
' gree in the manner of the Souls ſurviving,ſome 
Pin for Tranſmigration, as Pythagoras , and 
the Brahnanes in the Indies, others for its at- 
Ing 1a an Airy vehicle, during the ſtate of Se- 

' paration, yet moſt agree in this, whatever 
doubtful expreflions might drop from Socrates, 
Seneca, and others, that it's ſenſible either of 
God's love, or heavy diſpleaſure, and it's na+ 
ture immortal; And certainly this' Notion 
muſt have a beginning ; ſomething or other 
did: occafion it in Mens minds; the uſual Plea, 
that. Politicians did invent it, to reſtrain Men 
from ſecret Villanies, which they faw prelent 
 Puniſhments would not do, ſeems to be ftrange- 
Iy impertinent 3 for not to mention, that there 
was never any Hiſtory in the World, that we 
could hear of, that gave us an account ofſuch 
a thing, or of the beginning. of it, we cannot 
f—_—_ that theſe Politicians, if they were 
wiſe men, and expected to ſee the fruit of their 
labors, would ever have adventur'd to plane 
this Notion ofa future Judgment in Men's un- 
derſtandings, had not they either believed, and 
been perſwaded, that there was a poſlibilicy of 
fuch an after-retribution, and that the notion 

| | was 
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was very ſutable and . agreeable to. Mary's Rea- 
fon ; or obſery'd, that there was in_ moſt Men 
a very great inclination to believe it, elſe they 
might as well have perſwaded the World, that 
black is white, or that it's better-to be blind, 
than to ſee 3 Maxims, which would have expos'd 
them to ſcorn and contempt. And whence 
ſbould this ſutableneſs of the Notion to Man's 
reaſon, or that eafie cloſing of the Soul with 
the Notion, or Mens readineſs to embrace the 
Notion, upon the firſt hearing of it, come ? 
Whence can all this be ,- but from the ſtamp 
and impreſſion the great Creator hath made on 
the hearts of Men, when firſt he gave them a 
being in the World? nor can we think ſo 
mean of this firſt cauſe, as 'to ſuppoſe, that he 
made this Notion ſo ſutable to the rational 
Soul of Man, or endued the Souls of Men with 
a proneneſs to entertain it, without there had 
been really ſuch a thiog,. as a future retributt- 
on;elſe it would follow, that this Supreme 
Being had' given us a proneneſs to believe a 
Lye, or a thing, which is not, and confequent- 
ly imposd , and put a cheat upon his crea- 
tures,- which is equally abſurd , and blaſphe- 
mous. | | | 
Nor could- melancholy Men be the firſt 
Broachers of it, as is. pretended by ſome; for. 
we do not find, that melancholy fancies do or- 
dinarily ſpread fo much. - Should a Metancho-- 
lick Man fancy a Country, where Men goupon 
their heads, and write a very large Book con- 
| | 4 cerning 
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cerning the Situation, Nature, Temperature , 
' Manners, Cuſtoms of it, Who would give credit 
to his deſcription? He that fancies he ſees ſuch 
and (uch things in the Air, orin his Houſe, 'or 
entertains notions that are out of the common 


road,pgets but very few to imitate, or to follow 
him, or to think ashe doth. But this belict ofan 
after-retribution takes poſſeſſion of the greateſt 
and learnedſt Men, nay, the moſt airy conſtitu- 
- tions embrace it, Men of all.complexions and 
« ®tempers imbibe and cheriſh it, and they cannot 
.*ſtand out againſt the Notion, it appears ſo rea- 
ſonable ; ſo that ſtill we muſt have recourſe to 
him that fiiſt made Man, and made-this Notion 
{o agreeable” to his reaſon; and this he would 
not, could not have done, if ſuch a thing had 
never been intended ; and though Apparitions, 
Ghoſts, and Spectres are laught at by ſome, as 
Dreams, and Gulleries, yet that doth not con- 
troll the experience of Judicious, and Unby- 
als'd Men in all ages, who have both ſeen, and 
ſpoken with thoſe Inhabitznts of the other 
World, and receiv'd from thence very dread- 
ful accounts of it's. retributions, 

Would the ſenfual Wretch but ruminate up- 
on theſe circumſtanceg,the Conſideration would 
confound his fooliſh principles, and childiſh 
conclufions ;- would he but take time tp confi- 
der how hard a matter it is, to eradicate this 

Notion out of the mind, after it hath once ta- 
ker root there, what pains ſome daring men are 
forc'd to ule, to lift, oreje& this principle Gy 
dm 4706 | _ — 
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of their Souls; how they are forc'd to drink, 
t and fear, tobe rid 'ofit ; how they muſt turn 
h IM Beaſts, to unman themſelves, turn day into 
r & night, and night into day, careſs all forts of 
n I temprations, make themſclves ſlaves to their 
= luſts, court the vileſt of Mankind, feek .out 
n IM jovial ſociety, 'run through a perfe&- diſcipline 
(1; F of Vice, are afraid to bealone, are ever in a 
;. WW hurry, dare not make: uſe of their: reafon , are 
\d for&d- to baniſh all ſerious thoughts, are con- 
ot 8 ſtraiped to entertain all that's light and frothy, 
a- {& encourage themſelves in nothing bur ſenſuali- 
to 8 ty,avoid all ſober and grave diſcourſes, be al- 
2n 8 ways an the noiſe of Drums and Trumpets, 1 
14 [ſ mean; in the noiſe of idle Tales and Divertiſe- 
ad Wl ments, damp all the checks of their own Con- 
ſciences, Read Plays and Romances, and buſie 
as 8 themſelves about nothing but trifles, things that 
n- & School-boys would be aſhamed of, and allthis 
to root out this one poor Notion'of an Afﬀter- 
nd [ Judgment;and yerwhen they havedone all this, 
\er | debauch'd their virtuous principles, ruin'd na- 
1g. Weure, dethron'd their reaſon, made themſelves 
- {Mgrecater ſlaves to the Devil poffibly, than the 
Devil would have them to be, they cannot to- 
214  eally. baniſh it, it will come again: and fright 
if {Ml fhem 3 and the Notion ſticks ſo cloſe, is fo ris 
veted in the Soul, that neither the.blood of 
the Grapes, tor all:the frohcks and merriments 
they can think of, nor all the Miſtreſſes and 
Scrumpets. in the World,. can totajly blot and 
deface it. . * / 149: 158 25126000 
7 U 2 Would 


. - Would he but conſider all this, an eafie'mat- 
ter would'make him conclude, If there be no 
fuch: thing,: and nothing but education pro- 
dacesiand cauſes thoſe needleſs appreheafions 
of an After-Judgmentz Then why .1s'it ſo hard 


a' matter to eradicate this nothing ? It's true, 
Superſtition is as hard to. get out of the bones, 
as this Notion, but ſince it is for their notion 
fake, that:Men embrace Superſtition , theyue- 
ſtion may : lawfully be ask'd. One ' would 
think, if it ſtands for a Cypher only, it ſhould 
be no hard matter to unravel Education; for 
'a Vice, I'fee, though it become a ſecond* Na- 
ture, may be unlearnt by degrees; but this No- 
tion of an After-judgment though the ſinner 
may ſuppreſs, and ſmother it for ſome time, yet 
that it ſhould break out again, and when the 
Wretch'thinks he hath conquer'd it, ſhould re- 
turn with-greater-violence, nay, beat ſo much 
fronger upon the mind, by 'how much more a 
Man {trives to put it out, as-1f it would -not be 
denied, and would have admittance in deſpight 
of all oppoſition, and mock'd all the weapons 
' that Nature and the wit of Man can'ule againſt 
it, . This ſure makes it-more than probable;that 
it is a Plant,/ which God: himſc]f hath planted 
zn the Sou), | 7] 0B:E 12 
Richard the Third cared for Religiog as lit- 
tle as-any:Man in the World could do; nay, his 
Maurthers, Bloodſheds, Wrongs, Injuries he did, 
and which were ſo familiar to him, ſhew , he 
' neither Believ'd another World , nor dreaded 
NT | it 


"eo IIs 


[ _-y FF Y "OO HEY "TTY nk 


», Om 5 


itz-yet the ' night-before Boſworth Field, he' 
dreain't, that all the Devils'in Hell were gnaw-" 
o- MW ing and tearing of him, which did not a lit-' 
ns WW tle diſcompoſe him when he awaked. © Indeed, 
rd M8 faith the Hiſtorian, This was not fo much a” 
1e, Dream ,' as an Evil Conſcience, which forebo- 
es, Wl ded-an all-revenging Arm, afſoon as his Soul 
on MW ſhould” enter into the Region of Spirits. 
1e- Would the Sinner conſider with himſelf, I 
1d MW believe there is a God, and I cannot bur allow 
1d MW that God impartial juſtice. To'deny him this, 
for 8 is to deny him perfeCtion, and conſequently to. 
la- WW deny his Being 3 for the notion: of God, im- 
o- I plics abſolute 'pertection ; If this God be juſt , 
1xer 8 How ſhall I judge of- his juſtice? I have no-0- 
ret WW ther rule to go by, 'but-that juſtice, which all 
he 8 Mankind believes-to be juſtice. If God” be 
re- | our Governour, (as certainly none hath greater 
ch MF right to-1t, becauſe in him we live,and breathe, 
e a Wand have our being ) he carinot but be a righ- 
be | teous Governour 3-and how can he be a righte- 
ht 4 ous Governour, without diſtributive juſtice, 
withaut making -a juſt difference by rewards 
and puniſhments ,' between the obedient and 
difobedient? And when I ſee God makes no 
Juſt difference in this life, by rewards and pu- 
niſlhments;' between” "thoſe that ſerve him, and 
thoſe that-deſpiſe and contemn his Will ; What 
his {Wcan I conclude, but that he intends'to make it 
id, Min the life-to come; or after this life is ended? 
he Wl Whichway he intends to do it, though it'is not. 
ded I material-tor me to know, yet finding:my Soul 
gf $44 U 3 capable 
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290 Lhe Great Law 
capable of joy. and miſery here, of peace and 
anguiſh, I can cafily conceive, that this Soul I 
carry within. me, will be the principal ſubje& of 
the joys or miſerics hereafter. He is moſt cer- 
tainly able to preſerve that Soul which he hath 
. made capable of being govern'd by Moral Laws 
and Precepts, and to. be wrought upon by Mo- 
ral perſwations into obedience to his Laws; he 
is moſt certainly able, I ſay, to keep our Souls 
in being, even when they leave the Earthly 
Tabernacle of their Bodies, and to puniſh or re- 
ward them according to their works; theſe 
Souls being - the principal Agents in good or 
evil: And he that was able to create the Bo- 
dy, is certainly able to raiſe it again, and unite 
it to the Soul, that ſo both may participate of 
the ſame fate. Nay, the neceflity of theſe af- 
ter-rewards and puniſhments, enforce a nece(ii- i 
ty, at leaſt, of God's preferving the Soul for | 
theſe rewards and puniſhments 3 and what way | 
ſoever God hath to preſerve our intelleual | 
part after death, it's enough to me, or to any [i . 
rational Man, that according tothe notion and 
apprehenſion we have of Juſtice, he cannot be 
zaſt, without he doth preſerye it, either for re- 
ward or puniſhment. 54s 

For, that God doth not ſufficiently reward 
and puniſh men in this life, daily experience 
gives me ſufficient teſtimonies.  The' wickedeſt 
of men , are, very often, the greateſt in 'the 
World ; and thoſe that opprefs ſuch'as truly 
fear God, ſwim, in all- mannen of plenty, _ 
| | eaſe, 


eaſe, and riches, and honour. And though, 
it's true, that ſuch Men have ſickneſs, and die, 
yet thoſe are things common to good and bad, 


- and can be thought no juſt differencing retri- 


butions, Thoſe that make it their buſineſs tg 
obſerve God's Laws, labour to approve them- 
ſelves his moſt obedient Subjects, and his moſt 
faithful Servants, ordinarily ſuffer great inju- 
ries, are unjuſtly arraign'd, condemn'd, execu- 
ted, undergo tortures of cruel mockings, of 
ſcourgings, of bonds, of impriſonments, wit- 
neſs the Saints of the three firſt Centuries, who 
with all their ſtrictneſs, and circumſpett walk- 
ing with God, got nothing viſibly, but gib- 
bets, and gallows, and racks and wheels, and 


| flames, and tortures, and dungeons 3 And 


their Accuſers, or Judges, may be, have all that 


| heart can wiſh; their eyes ſtand out with fat- 

* nels, neither are they plagued like ather men, 
© orif they be ſometimes afflicted, the afflition 
& 1s not at all anſwerable to the horridneſs of the 
= crimes they commit. | 


How gently do many of theſe Monſters die 


| upon their beds, no Lamp expires more !:1- 
| ſurely than their breath, while the other, that 
| meditates in God's Law, day and night, dies 
| with diſgrace and ſhame, or is moſt barbarouſly 
| murther'd, and butcher'd. CanlI look upon 
_ all theſe paſſages and accurrences, and nat con- 
' clude - anather World? I muſt either , con- 


clude, there is no Governour of the World, or 
if there. be one, that Governour will certataly 


finda time, if not here, yet hereafter, to mani- 
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feſt his Juſtice, to reward the Innocent, and to 
puniſh thoſe that bid defiance to Heaven. It 
was therefore rationally ſaid of- Frederick the 
Emperour, hearing, that a Nobleman in one of 
his Provinces, a Man who had denied himſelf 
nothing, that his ſenſual appetite did crave, li- 
ved all his time, ſo far as Nature was able to 
bear it, in gluttony, drunkenneſs, fornication , 
adultery, . fomer— injuſtice, and had com- 
mitted ſeveral Murthers too," and had never 
been fick , and died at laſt after Ninety five 
years abode in the World,of meer old age,qui- 
etly, ſoftly, without any pain, or diſturbance, 
That either there muſt be no God, or-there 
muſt be another World, where this licentious 
Wretch muſt be puniſh'd. | 
Either Man 1s a nobler Creature than a 
Beaſt, or he is not ; if he be not, what means his 
Reaſon, his Speech, his Power to expreſs his 
Mind, and to examine the nature,manner, ends, 
cauſes, and deſigns of all things, his dominion 
over all the Beaſts of the Earth, ec. If he be, 
we muſt not affirm that of him, which will cer- 
tainly declare him more nuſerable than the 
Beaſts, whoſe ſpirits go downwards, If there 
be yo-other World, no Judgment to come, no 
after-retribution, Why is Man poflefled with 
the fear of it? This fear 1s a thing of that con- 
ſequence, and hath fo great an influence upon 
Meng. lives, that from that fear, according as 
Creatures are either poſleſs'd with it, or want 
it; they may juſtly be called either happy, or 
ones area  miſerbale, 
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miſerable. - Beaſts , I ſee, are not. capable of 
theſe fears, and conſequently cannot be di- 
ſturb'd with the apprehenſion of fnch things, 


and therefore muſt neceſſarily be more happy 
| and nobler Creatures, than Men, who are not 


only capable of ſuch apprehenſions, but, by 


a natural inſtin&,feed and cheriſh ſuch thoughts 


as theſe. 

And can there be any thing more abſurd, 
than to call an Ox, or Lion, or Elephant, a no- 
bler Creature than Man? and yet this muſt 
neceſſarily follow, if there be no other World. 
Man would be the moſt miſerable Creature in 
the World, being lo apt to be tormented with 
thoſe fears, if he did die into annihilation: and 


| he might juſtly wiſh himſelf a Beaſt, .and Ja- 


ment ,- that God had put ſuch a clog to all his 
delights and merriments, and accuſe his Maker 
of Injuſtice or Cruelty, for frighting, or poſ- 


| {fling him with fears of that which never was, 


nor is, nor will be, 

Such Conſiderations, and pauſing upon the 
point in cool blood, would molt certainly fa- 
tisfie any rational, impartial man, and deliver 
him from halting between two opinions,. and 


| convirice him, that he doth not ceaſe to be 


when he' dies, that there is a juſt Judge, that 
he will in a ſhort time find it by wotul expe- 
rience, if 'a ſerious return to God prevent it 


- -Not, and that when the jolly ſinner baniſhes 


all thoughts and -contemplations of this nature 
from his mind, he turns monſter , changeling, 
6 Devil, 
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Devil, nay, worſe than Devil, for the Devils 
believe a World to come, .and tremble ; and 
= merely want of Conſideration makes him 
= : 


3. The ſame defe& makes him wonder at 
the malapertneſs and impertinence of Divines, 
that in every Sermon almoſt, pronounce Eter- 
nal flames, to be a due and juſt puniſhment for 
Temporal ſins. 

Let the vain man but call his thoughts to- 
gether, and ſummon his underſtanding, to take 
a view of ſuch Topicks as theſe. Why ſhould [ 
think it incongruous to God's juſtice, to puniſh 
ſins committed here, with an eternity of pain 
and anguiſh? Hath not he power to do with 
his own what he pleaſeth 2 May not he affright 
ſtubborn inners with what puniſhment he hath 
a mind-to? Ie.is not every infirmity, every ac- 
cidental errovr, every ignorance, every little {| 
fault that this Eternity ot anguiſh is threatned | 


to, but a willful] ignorance, cuſtomary ſinning, | 
ſtubborn -diſobedience , habitual Rebellion. | 
Had I a Servant, to whom I were as kind as | 


tomy own Ciyld, whom { had rais'd out of the | | 


duſt, and heap'd-innumerable favours upon , 


and promis'd all my Eſtate to, after ſome. few © 
years ſervice and ſhould that Servant, inſtead | 
of honouring me , deſpiſe me , whereever he 
comes 3 inſtead of obeying me, laugh at my | 
reaſonable commands 3 inſtead of working, 
Play his time away. inſtead of.going to the 
Place | fend him to, .ryn to Brothei-honſes, or 

Taverns; 


Taverns 3 inſtead of loving me, hate me, and 
nd BF affront me, (light both my aQual kindneſſes, 
im and my future ſmiles, and notwithſtanding my 

continual exhortations to another conrſe of 
at WW hife? continue wilfully in the way he hath be- 


FF; gun; merely to gratifie his fooliſh luſts, and 
oh when he is conyinc'd too of the unreafonable- 
or neſs of his doings, knows it is ingratitude in 
| the higheſt degree, and yet will be guilty ofit; 
0- WE and when he might do otherwiſe, only out of 
ke i malice, and to vindicate his own humour, re- 
dl BE folves againſt .it ; What puniſhment” can there 
ſh | be too great for ſuch a Wretch ? 
un = Werethis mine, or my Neighbour's caſe, we 
th BE ſhould certainly doom ſuch a Monſter to all 
ht BY the tortures that ſeverity can invent, or inflict; 
th B and why ſhouid I have any hard thoughts of 
c- #F God, for puniſhing the ſinners ingratitude, with 
a eternal pain orloſs, an ingratitude fo great, all 
c 


things conſider'd , that the worft returns one 
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8 | man can make to another, cannot ſufficiently 
n. f} expreſs the horrour and vileneſs of it; and. 
as & though God ought to be look'd upon, as a 


he WE being of infinite love and benignity to his 
1, © creatures, yet what a Monſter doth he make 


\ 4 himſelf, that throws dirt upon infinite beauty, 
ad BY and excellency? | r 

he BB . God, for ought I ſee, in condemning wilful 
WY | finners to eternal miſery, gives them but their 
> i own choice; and if that old ſaying be true, 
he Valenti now fit injuria, To him that's willing, can 
ar be done no injury, God certainly cannot be ac- 
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cuſed of crnelty, for he gives the ſtubborn ſ(in- 
ner but that, which he. did deliberately pitch 
upon, and: affected ; and though no man doth 
ordinarily chuſe puniſhment , much leſs ever- 
laſting calamity for its own ſelf; yet as long 
as they do, with vehement affection, long at- 
ter that, which hath this calamity inſeparably 
annext, we juſtly ſappoſe that they agree to 
ſuffer the calamity,as well as to enjoy the thing, 
which is the others -infeparabte companion. He 
that is certain, that the ſmell of ſach an Herb, 
or Flower, is poiſonous, and will kill him if 
notwithſtanding this conviction, he will ſmell 
to it, its apparent he makes choice of his 
death and ruine ; and though it may be replied, 
That while the ſinner doth ſo, he is no better 
then diſtracted; and-Who will puniſh a Mad- 
man for affronting him ? yet is it ſuch a mad- | 
nes , as he may eaſily cure himſelf of, if he be |: 
not unwilling,z. and the madneſs is the more i: 
inexcuſable, 


cauſe Reaſon is wilfully turned |: 


out of doors, and he rather feignes himſelf bo, 


mad, then is ſo. | 
| * Thereis not a finner, that lives under the 
:Goſpe], but he muſt know , that he who doth 
not practically believe the Goſpel, or, which is 
all one, lives in wilful contempt of the Laws 
. of the Goſpel, ſhall certainly be damn'd; for 
the Goſpel is ſo full of theſe threatnings, that 
he that doth but come to any place, where 
_ this word of life is preach'd, if he be not deaf, 
muſt neceſſarily hear it; nay, if be. will, but 


make , | 
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make the leaſt enquiry, and ſet himſelf to con- 
' ſider ſeriouſly, whether that Goſpel be of God 
' or no, he carinot but find, that it is the Son of 
God,evenhe who can as ſoon loſe his being, as 
tell a lie, that hath, with all the proteſtations 
imaginable, threatned this everlaſting condem- 
nation to men, that are reſolved to prefer ſatis- 

faction of their luſts, before all his wiſeſt and 

wholeſome Precepts. 

{ This being known by all, that have any rea- 

| ſon or underſtanding, as much as that Felony , 
| or Burglary, is death by the Law, if in deſpight 
$ of this knowledge, and perſwaſion, the hard- 
| hearted Wretch will venture upon a life of dif- 


= obedience and contempt, to which damnation. 
= 1s inſeparably annext ; and'rather than leave 


 - WF en 


3 off, will make God contradi@ himſelf, aft con- 
E trary to his threatnings, falſify his word, as if 
=: he intended not to do, what he faith z What 


& can I think, but that the vain man is in love 


py bas (D 0 (4. * 


; with his own Eternal deſtruftion ? | 
> In love withit! So one would think, that 
. ſees him drive to everlaſting death, as furiouſly 
& as Jeb did to Fezreel, and make more haſte'to 


ZZ invade the Gates of Hell, than Elijah, for all 
© his fiery Charior, did, to get to Heaven. The: 
#: man that runs through Swords and Daggers, 
*: breaks down Walls and Fences , poiſons the 
&: Principles of Sobriety, Providence hath lodg'd 
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& in his breaſt, ſtrangles the kind ſuggeſtions of 

his own Conſcience, cracks the bolts and bars - 

of a virtuous Education, ſeeks out C—_— 
an 
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and precipitates himſelf into them , and with 
the noiſe of his riot, ſtrives to overcome the calls 
of the Holy Ghoſt within,defies all preſent con- 
victions; diſregards the groans, and cries, and 
tears,:-and wounds of a crucified Saviour, that: 
would: keep him from being undone, van- 
quiſhes God's methods to catch him into re- 
pentance, breaks through all the prohibitionsof 
the Goſpe)], through Vows, and Promiſes, and 
Sacraments, and moſt ſolemn Engagements , 
charges all the threatnings of a jealous God, 
and fights his way through Rocks of oppoſiti- 
ons, and all to get to Hell and Damnation, ſure 
makes-that his choice; and if ſo, God doth him 
no injury, in giving him his own hearts de- 
or 
A Sheep or a Hotſe certainly can: never 
counter-balJlance the life of a Man, How ſhould. 
it? when Man is worth more, then a World, 
and all things are put under his feet, a}l Sheep 
and Oxen, and the Beaſts of the field, the 
Fowles of the Aire, and the Fiſh of the Sea,and 
whatſoever paſſes through the pathes of the 
Sea. Yet he that knows he ſhall be hanged if 
he ſteal either, and will, in deſpight of the pe- 
nalty, venture, merely to gratifie his fickly fan- 
cy; juſtly ſuffers the puniſhment, which feems 
to'bear no proportion with the things he. ſtoles 
the juſtice of the puniſhment is founded in the: 
MalefaQors choice. And ſo we find it inthe cafe 
before us, the Bleſſing and the Curſeis laid be- 
fore the ſenſual Man, Life and Death are pro- 
£5718 poſed 


poſed to him, he's put to his choice which of _ 
E theſe hel baye ; he freely and wilfully choo- 
ſes Death, and the Carſe, mavgre all that God, 
or his Angels, or his Miniſters can fay to the con- 
trary 3 and it's but juſt, fince he thus fights a- 
gainſt God, and ſeems refolved to croſs all 
God's endeavours to purifie and turn him, 
and will have his wrath and indignation, and 
ſcorns his Mercy, God ſhould let him have that 
Fire and Brimſtone, which is the portion of the 
Sirner's Cup, and which heis ſo yery greedy 
after, as if he were afraid he ſhould never be 
| ſo happy, as to obtain or be maſter of it. 
| © Indeed, the more I think of it, the more I 
find, that it 15 not God ſo much that condemns 
{ him to eternal miſery, as the ſinner bimſelE 
# *Tis he that's thus barbarous to his own Soul, 
# and adjudges himſelf to that worm which dies 
= not. He kiſſes that conſuming Fire,as if it were 
the Light of God's countenance,and ſeems to envy 
z- the Devils their unhappineſs, he doth fo. long. 
& to be a ſharer of it. He ſwatches Damnation 
| out of the hands of God's Juſtice, and while 
# God offers to keep it from him, makes a long 
& Arm to reach it. | | 
# God, alas! doth what he can to fave him, 
| his bowels yearn over him, and nothing would 
| pleaſe him more, than to ſee his penitential 
| tears. He is ready, with the good Farther, 
Lake 15.20, to run, and to have compaſſion 
. on him, as ſoon as he doth but refolve to leave 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs; even that God, _ 
| wou 
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would -have all men to be fav'd, and come to I 


the :knowledge of the truth: he waits to be 
gracious, and juſtly expeds, that the Vireyard 
on which he hath beſtowed great coſt and 
pains; ſhould bring forth Grapes. He doth 
not affli& the Children of men willingly , he 
delights not in their tortures, he dehorts and 
diſcourages them from being acceſlary to their 
own ruine.He profeſles,that in all their afflicti- 


- -.on he is afflicted, and that when he doth afflid # 


_ - them, it is becauſe there is no likely way be- 
fides to bring them to a ſenſe of their duty. 


He gives them time and ſpace to repent, he ca- |} 


refles. them with his Heaven; he cando no leſs 
3n juſtice, than prepare a Hell for the ſtubborn 
offender, this is the only way to vindicate the 
. honour of his Law 5; but then he would have 
him ſhun that Tophez, and walk in the way that 
leads to-life, and promiſes him to rejoyce over 
his repentance, and to crown his ſerious endea- 
vours with all that's rich and glorious. All the 
_ Mercies, Afﬀfiictions, Judgments, Providences he 
ſends :upon him, are. to diſlwade him from 
walking in the way to deſtruction 3 'he wooes 
the proud Creature to his dying day, and 
ſtands between him-and eternal anguiſh, while 
the Wretch faucily thruſts the Eternal God 

away,” and will ſtorm the fatal Gate; God 
would hold him, but he breaks looſe from him, 
and: flings himſelf into the Devil's arms; and 
then: ſure it is not God ſo much that condemns 
him to eyerlaſting horrour and anguiſh;as him- 
EET ITE #2.” But 
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But if it were not ſq, that there is ſuch a.pu- 


F -niſhment threatned in the Goſpel , is beyond 


diſpute. All the Evangeliſts, all the Apoſtles 
of our Lord, and whatis' more, our Lord him- 
ſelf, ſpeak of it, and knowing the terrors of the 
Lord, they warn every Man. Arid his threat- 
ning, to be ſure, 15 not like the Ceremonial 
Law, which was but a ſhadow of things to 
core, and ſo fell of it ſelf, when the ſubſtance 
appear'd. In this threatning there are no Types, 


F : and therefore we can look for no abolition 


©/this is God's peremptory determination, this 
way he is unalterably reſolv'd to proceed, and 
moſt certainly God is not a Man, that he ſhould 
lie, or a Son of Man, that he ſhould repent 
His Word is engaged, and the Honour of his 
Veracity concern'd , to ſee this threatnifng exe- 
cuted ; ſhould God diſpenſe with it, it would 
follow, that God either did not know what 
he did,when he made this Sanction, or that he 
- repents of it as unjuſt, or that he did not fore- 


ſee the inconveniencies, which were like to erj- 


ſue upon the execution of this threatning, all 
which conſequences are monſtrouſly abſurd 
and unreaſonable. | 

' The terms and conditions, upon which Eter- 
nal Salvation is offer'd, are ſo reaſonable, and 
ſo juſt, and, I may fay, fo eafie, that the wilful 
negle& of them deſerves no leſs,than loſs ofthe 
great Salvation,God offers: Eaſte they are;moſt 
certainly, compared with the laborious ſervice 
of the Devil, caſie to him that is experimen- 
tally acquainted with the loye of God, 04 
| ath 


2>v> Th: Grrat Law | 
hath taſted the ſweetneſs of Communion with 
God: eafie to him, that through long praftiſe | 
hath made them natural to himſelf, made them 
part of his temper, and rivetedzthem imo his 
very inclinations : were the conditions God 
requires, in order to everlaſting Bliſs, attended 
with unconquerable difficulties ; did God re- 
quire a thouſand Rivers of Qi), or the 'Sacri- 
fice of our firſt-born , or dragging the Cattel 
upon a thouſand Hills to his Altar 3; did he re- 
quire us to wade through ſtinking Ditches full 
of Leeches, and yenomous Creatures, as -the E- 
nemy of Mankind is ſaid to adyife ſome of the 
Indians; did he enjoyn us to ſuffer our ſelves 
to be cruſh'd to death under Chariot-wheels, as 
Tome' of the Heathens of Irdoſtan do, out of 
reſpect to their Idol Fagarmath; indeed then , 
. toneglect this promis'd felicity, would admit 
of ſome excuſe, the difficulty of the enterpriſe 
would qualifie the crime, and the omiſſion be 
capable of ſome ſlight Apology. 
- But when God requires no more but a pra- 
ical Belief, and ſubmiſſion to thoſe Rutes, His 
"Son came down from Heaven to teach us, the 
obſervance whereof advances our Temporal 
Intereſt, as well as our Spiritual z keeps us in 
; health , and in good temper, makes us live 
C uy and contentedly , even in this preſent 
. World, where the duty is profit, and obedience 
| brings its preſent reward with it, there to ſlight 
an. incorruptible Crown of Glory}, -common 
reaſon will tell us, that we-juſtly loſe it. He 
that will not accept of the greateſt "Treaſure 
we imagt- 
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 maginable, if he way have it but for asking; 


we--our {elves confeſs it's pity he ſhould ever. 
enjoy- itz and then, when nothing but good 
Manners are required, no death, but that of 
our Extravagancies, no [laying of Beaſts , ex- 
cept it be our Juſts, no offering, but the Calves 


_ of our lips, no Sacrifice, but that of Prayer and * 


Thankſpivingand felf-refignation is all the trou- 
ble,God defires-us to be at, in order toendleſs 
Felicity 3 the condition being ſo tacile, ſo e- 
quitable, we cannot, it we our ſelves were tp 
be the Judges, but acknowledge, that we.de- 


ſerve never to poſſeſs it, if we deſpiſe or neg- 


leQ& ſo reaſonable a condition. 

The high quality of the perſon offended, 
certainly makes a fault the greater z he :thar 
kills a King, commits a greater crime, than, he 


that kills a Peaſant ; and it the dignity, of the 


perſon injured aggravates the fin, it may juſtly 
aggravate the guilt and puniſhment too. And 
therefore he that hath affronted his Prince and 
Sovereign, deſerves to lye in Jayl longer than 
he that hath wrong'd his equal or inferior ; and 
conſequently he that offends, and wiltully,, 
without need, and malitioully,. and for many 
years, and in deſpight of all the Courtſhip of 
Gods Miniſters-to leave off, offends an Infinite, 


- Eternal, Incomprehenfible God;Why ſhould not 


the offence amount to a demerit of Infinite 


.and Eternal puniſhments? Certain it is,,; that 
the obſtinate- dinner {lights an Eternal Redemp- 


tion, and had he liv'd tor ever, be would, with- 


..out all peradyenture, bave linn'd for everz.and 
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"fince the Man that wonld have committed 
Treaſon, is deſervedly Executed for Treaſon ; 
why ſhould not he ſuffer Eternally, who, if he 
had liv'd here to all Eternity, would have af- 
fronted God,. and abuſed him to all Eternity ? 
The more I refle& on the, nature of fin, the 
"more dreadful it appears to me. Beheld with 
a careleſs eye, it appears to be only an infirmity 
of Nature, a ſlight wound of the Soul, a ſmall 
crack in that tranſparent glaſsz But taking a 
view of its boldneſs, faucineſs, and infolence, I 
find how it threatens Heaven; If I think of 
God's Wiſdom, I ſee how fin controuls that, as 
if God had made very fooliſh Laws to govern 
Mankind by : if I ruminate on God's Power, I 
ſee how fin mocks that, as if all his threatnings 
were but Bugbears, and God did threaten more 
than: he could-perform :' If I caſt my eye upon 
God's Truth, and Veracity, Iſce how fin would 
make him a Lyar, changeable, unfaithful, incon- 
_ tant to himſelf : if I take a view of his juſtice, 

ſee how ſin would daſh and aboliſh it; for in 
that it makes the finner hope for impunity, 
when he hath affronted his Maker, as much as 
he can, what doth it, but enervate God's 
Righteouſneſs , ſhake off God's Government , 
-and prompt the finner to reſiſt, and fight with 
' him, whoſe Eyes are like flames of Fire, and 
" whoſe Feet are as Braſs glowing in a Furnace; 
"and'that ſuch a continual contempt of the Al- 
_ * mighty, ſhould juſtly, and deſervedly , 'pull 

. down perpetual torments, is a thing not ar all 
contrary to reaſonz Nay, for ought I Rey "te 
A | nner. 
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ſinger - makes nothing of Eternal damnation - 
while he lives here; the loſs of 5o or 1co 1, 
ſhall fright him more than Everlaſting baniſh- 
ment from the gracious Preſence of Almighty 
God, whereby he tacitly confeſſes, that the Pu- 
niſhment is very (light, and inconſiderable; and, 
What wrong doth God do him, in inflicting a 
puniſhment -upon him, which, by his own ac- 
knowledgement,is ſv trivial and fo flight, that 
he'l ſooner endure it, than the loſs of a Friend 
ar Relation 3 nay, many times wiſhes for it 1n 
his common diſcourſe, as if it were ſome plea- - 
ſure to ſee Eternal Flames about his Ears ; and 
though this may be called inadvertency, yet 13 
it ſuch an inadyertency, as will make the ftn- 
ner bluſh one day, and clear the Allmighty, 
who inflicts no more upon hir, then a flea- 
bite, for it ſeems, he makes no more of it,cither 
in his thoughts: expreſſions, 

How ſoon wouid © onfideration of ſuch Ar- - 
guments, as thelg, undeceive the. Warldly 
wretch, that talks, he knows not what, when he 
finds fault with God's dooming, careleſs, wilfu], 
obſtinate ſinners, to unquenchable fire. Bur, 
t's want of Conſideration, makes his Diſcourſe 
ſa looſe, and wanton. It's this makes him 
embrace every little conjecture about the ſhort- 
neſs of Hel! torments, before the ſolid Argu- 
ments, that evince an Eternity of God's difplea- 

| fare againſt ſtubborn ſinners: It's this makes 
him prefer a May-be, before a Real knowa 
Truth , and the Man that makes ſport with 
Eternal miſery, (hall be more acceptable compa=- 
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ny to him, than the grayeſt, and moſt judici- 
ous Divine, whoſe Reaſons he cannot aniwer. 
Alas! did the Drunkard, when he comes to 

' himſelf again, Smite upon his Thigh, and fay, 
What have I done ? How odious is this Vice [ 
indulge my ſc|f in? How like a Beaſt doI hve? 
How unworthy of that Reaſon which the wile 
Creatorhath beſtowed upon me? How unwor- 
thy of thoſe MerciesI daily enjoy? How would 
many of the Sober Heathens have ſcorned a 

Temptation to ſuch a ſin? What a ſtrange 

Creature would ſuch a Man as Zexo the Hea- 
then Philoſopher have taken me to be, had he 

ſeen me fo diforder'd, who reproved Antigonws 

ſo ſharply for this exceſle? What follies 

and extravagancies doth it involve me in? 

-How do I proſtitute, and expoſe my felt to 
the contempt and ſcorn of Men that know me? 

How can I hear the Apoſtle proteſt , that no 
Drunkard ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
God, and go on! Will not God take an ac- 
count one day, and examine, how I have ſpent 


my time, and can I ſpend it worſe, than by ex- 


ceeding irrational Creatures in ſenſuality ? 
What brute but a Swine would diforder is 
ſelf, as I do my Body 2? What can I plead m 
excuſe of ſo foul a Crime ? Shall I plead Na- 
tural Inclination, when nothing is'a greater dif- 


' grace to my Nature then this fin? Shall I fay; 


Fam tempted to it, when my yielding to the 


Temptation argues the . greater weakneſs and 


puſillanimity >-Shall 'T pretend cuſtom, when I 
<annot look upon the picture .of a Prunken 
$5 | Man 
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Man without deteſtation 2 and can I act that 
folly, which I cannot but abhor in Portrai- 
ture? How ridiculous does even my drunken' 
companion feem to me, if either ſickneſs, or 
ſome ather- accident, hath for a certain time 
kept me ſober? To fee a creature endow*'d 
with 'a Soul, which Devils envy, transform'd 
uito a ſtrange ſpectacle, a Mad Man «rather 
than a Chriſtiag, his face pale, his eyes ſwell'd 
his Bedy reeling, his Mouth railing, ſlandering 
and abufing both God and his Neighbour 3 his 
reſolutions deſperate, his intentions evil, his 
ſenſual appetite lawleſs, and ungovernablez 
his defires laſcivious and unclean, his aftions 
diſorderly, ec. Toſee fo diſmal a ſight makes 
me admire, when my rezfon is cleer, how its 
poſlible for men to be ſo wicked, and fooliſh, 


and. yet do I wiltully fall into that, the odi, 


oyſneſs whereof moves my Anger, and my 
Wonder? How far greater 1s the glory-of the 
Rechabites, then of the Sodomites 2 And had not 
I better be commended with the- Abſtemious 
Demoſthenes, Diocles, Polemon,aud the Carthagi- 
#ians of old, then reproach'd with the looſe 
and. intemperate Azacreonu, Melanthion, Hera- 


 clides, Fiberizs, and ſuch Monſters of Mankind, 


who valued themſelves upon their exceſſive 
Draughts, and rejoyced in Drink more, then in 


the moſt vertuous qualifications ?Is this renoun- 


cing.theDevil and all his works,as Ivow'd to d 
in Baptiſme 21s this adorning the Goſpel of m 
Saviour, .as my Profeſſion requires? If T feag 
nat Hell-fice, Why do not I fear impovetiſh- 
, Xa 
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ing of my ſelf and family > How do I diſpoſe 
my ſelf for all manner of ſin, by this enormity ? 
What crime is there that I am not fit for:when 
my Reaſon is overwhelmed with Drink > How 
do I embezel the Gifts of God, when I abuſe 
his Creatures thus > How dol pervert the end 
| of God's bounty, when I make that to_ruine 
and deſtroy my nature, which was intended to 
preſerve it? What difficulty is Qere in leaving 


. fo groſs a vice, which threatens ſo much: mil- - 
chief and miſery 2 Need people be exhorted to 


provide for their own ſafety 2 Need they ad- 
vice Qr counſel to do good to themſelyes? Is 
It ſuch a pleaſure tomake a Pond of my Body ? 
Is it ſuch a pleaſure to be be laught at by all 
- men that maintain Sobriety 2 What hurt hath 
God ever done me, that I ſhould thus wilfully 
affront him? How ſoon. might I yanquiſh this 
ſin, if I would in good earneſt reſolve to be al- 
Jurd by my old Companions no more? And 
why ſhould they be dearer to me,than my God, 
my Soul, and a good Conſcience? Will theſe 


companions ſave me,when I come to dye? Will 


It not be far more comfortable to have none of 
thisload to burthen,and oppreſs my Soul? What 


if God ſhould ſtrike me dead in a drunken fit ? ' 


Doth not Dives,hiscalling for a drop of water to 
cool his burning Tongue, affright me? How dolI 
prepare: for Diſeaſes by this Yice? and if there 
were no Hell,no Judgment to come, How ſhould 
thediſaſters, which attend this ſfin,diſcourage ne? 
What if | ſhould drop down in fach a poſture, 


8nd awake in Hell! Lord! if neither the - 


 Plagues, 
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Plagues which wait upon the offence in this 
World, nor the terror of that which is to come, 
can diflwade me , How juſtly may God pour 
out all the Vials of his wrath upon me ? How 
juſtly may he plunge me into the Red Sea of his 
Indignation, and leave me to the rage and mae 
lice of that Devil, whole voice and ſuggeſtions [ 
do now- obey. 

Did the Sot by blow thoſe ſparks of Reaſon, 
he hath left, into. ſuch conſiderations as theſe, 
How horrid, how nauſeous would the fin ap- 
pear? but want of confideration makes him trans- 
form the Image of God, into the Image of a Beaſt, 
and makes him drink away the” Poors relief and 
his own Eſtate: This makes him a Thief, 
for herobs the poor, and ſometimes his own Fa- 
mily,. of that ſuſtenance and ſupport, he owes 
them, as he is a Man, and pretends to be a Chri- 
| ſtian 5 this is it makes him laugh, when he ſhould 
wiſh for Rivers of Tears, and for a Fountain of 
Water, to deplore the ſadneſs of his condition 
here, and the more dreadful ſtate of his Soul 
hereafter. 

Did the Swearer but ſeriouſly conlider, what 
a fooliſh, weak, ſordid, and impertinent thing it 
is, to mingle profanations of God's Name, with 
his Speeches, he would ſoon take pains to avoid 
it, and fet a mul& upon himſelf, for running 
upon the ſame Rock again. Would he but think, 
Good God ! How irrationally doI aG&! if I be- 
lieve there 15a God, What can I fancy that God 
_ robe? ſure I muſt fancy him to be ſuch aDeity 
as the Heathen worſbipp'd,one Deaf, and Dumb, 
| and 
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and Blind, a Deity of Braſs orStone, thatT can 
ſecurely play withal;a Deity,that's not at all jea- 
lous of his Honour and Glory, and can fit-down 
under every affront that's put upon him ; ſhould 


' the meaneſt of my Servants make uſe of my name | 


inevery trifling diſcourſe, in every fooliſh ſtory, 
and whenever he is pettiſh or peeviſh, I ſhould 
' take it very ill at his hands 3 and why ſhould I 
think, God will endure that from me, which I 
would not allow in my Foot-Boy, or Valet de 
chambre 2 T muſt confeſs, there 1s no bait, no 
temptation to this fin; He that robs upon the 
high-way , is tempted by an apparent profit 3 
The Pyrate hath arich prize in hiseye, The Ship, 
that comes laden with Spices from the Eaſ#,with 
Silks from the Levaxt, with pretious Druggs 
from the Fndies,whets hisappetite ; that the Co- 
vetous hugs his Gold, and payes Adoration to 
his Money,” as to his Saint , That hebeholds the 


Sun when it ſhines,and the Moon walking in bright-' 


eſs, no marvs), for he ſees it hath a kind of 
Almighty power, can make Foes Friends, un- 
lock Gates, break the ſtrongeſt Bars, give hin 
admiſſion into company of the higheſt quality, 
&c, The difſembler hopes-he may fave his 
credit and reputation,and fortune, by notſpeak- 
' Ivg what he thinks, but in (wearing, I can have 
no proſpe& of advantage, and I muſt only a& 
the Devil, love fin for fins fake; Fornication 
and Adultery do yet pretend ſome pleaſure, but 
_ *this I cannotdo in Swearing;, the greateſt Ma- 

ters of pleaſures, never reckon'd this ſin, as an 
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Ingredient of carnal fatisfaftion, and though 
2- there is no real neceffity for any fin, yet tor 
mn this I can pretend no neceſiity at all 3 Let ther 
be a ſhamed , ſaith the Prophet , which} tranſ- 
S greſs , without cauſe; Pſ. 25. 3..not that, any 


Y, mad; whofins, hath a jult cauſe tor finning, bur 
Id phe ſins, . even in the Divels judgements: 
| : men haye noapparent cauſe for them, for they fin 

1 


withour temptation, aad fuch a fin is ſwearing 3 
de BN were a knife ſet to my Throat, were my life 
1 WW indanger, were I todye preſently upon theſpor, 
ne Wiff did not ſwear, I might have ſome colour of 
t5 MWargument for it, but when there is nothing com- 
P, MW pels me tot, but my. own wilfulneſs, I deferve 
th Wno pity, no compaſlion, if God laſhes me with | 
35 Wl the ſevereft FThunders. There 13no fin that's 
O- WW more in my power to avoid than, chisthe moſe 
tO BW barbarous Heathen can ſhun it, andſhall I pre- 
he tend impoſhbility ?I ſee it engages me to very 
1-" great uncivility, I cannot but offend all ſober 
of WF company by it, they muſt needsbe uneafie inmy 
N- WW ſociety, and to hear'God abus'd,andhow ill Ido . 
m BW wiſh to my own Sou}, cannot but grate upon 
Y> WW a heart, that hath any ſenſe of Religion or Hons 
115 i efty; nor do I ſec; that people believe me any - 
k- Whit the more fortwearing, but I render my ſelf 
Ve IF ridiculous, and make people thinkme diſhoneſt, 
iQ I perfidious, and treacherous, who make {o little 
on IF conſcience of what I fay 5 How canany Man truft 
ut I me, that hears me abuſe the beſt, and deareſt 
la- W friend I have; or, What credit can'any Mangive 
ail to me, that ſees me ſo treacherous to God, to 
whom Fowe all have? How ſhall any-man be 
LEV ſure, 
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ingenuouſ]- with him, who gives me my meate 


ſure; that I am honeſt, that ſees me deale fo dil | 


| 
| 


in due ſeaſon? How can any Man believe, that 
I. will be faithful ro him, that cannot be faithful 
to him, who hath laid the greateſt. obligations | 
upon me? Have I no other way to prove my felt 
a Gentleman, but by this ſordid courſe?: Is this 
1t,that will bring reputation tomy Family ? Is this 
it, that muſt give me credit among perſons of 
my own rank ? Cannot I be a Cavalterexcept I 
am uncivil to my God? Muſt I buy the favour 
of Men at fodeara rate? Is it worthno leſs than 
the diſpleaſure of him, who fills Heaven and 
Earth with his preſence ? Can there be greater 
ingratitude in the World, than I am guilty of 
by this (in 2 the Air I breathein, the Earth Itread 
upon, thellpund which nouriſhes me, - the Fire 


cern'd in the commination?What hope can Thave 
that Chriſt's Blood will ſave me, when ſwear 


It away, and thruſt it from me with both arms? 


How juſtly may God damn me, that doſo often 


wiſh for it! and is there any thing in nature ſo 


barbarous to it ſelf, asI am, in praying to God, 
3Sit were, to deliyer me up into the clutches 
of the Devil? No Devil would wiſh himſelf fo i 
ill, as I do my own Soul, and is there nothing 
in'/the inhumanity and horropr of the fin, to 
Sh * | _ _diſcoy- 
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diſcourage and terrifie ne from it?Nay Ido here- 
by teach others to fin, inſtru thoſe that hear 
me, to follow my example, I do ſow (in, and- 
ſpread the Contagion,infe& my neighbour, give 
an ill example to others, and 1s this agreeable 
to the character of a Chriſtian that is te walk in 

” wiſdom toward them, that are without, and to 
give no occaſion to the adverſary to ipeak re- 
proachfully ? 

Did-the Swearer but ruminate- on theſe dit- 
ſuaſive arguments, how would it cool his cour- 
age! but negleCting that, he neglefts his reftor- 
ative, and ſpeaks, asif he would be revenged on 
his Maker for giving him'a tongue. 

How ſoon would" the bladder of Pride break, 
did the proud man but conſider, that he is duſt, 
and what a wretched ſinful creature he is, and 

how much worſethan other men, and how much 
he forgets the humiliation of the Son of God, 
who being in the form of God, thought it no 
robbery to be equal with God, but made him- 
ſclf of no reputation, becoming obedient.to the 
death of the Creſs; how odious this lofty ſpirit 
1$1n the ſight of God, -how amiable Humility 
how God deteſts the one, and embraces the o- ” 
ther 3 how pride keeps out the operations and 
influences of God's Spitit, and how the holy 


Ghoſt refuſes to come and lodge in that Soul, 
which ſwells with vain conceits of its own 
- worth; how pride keeps hima ſtranger to hime 
felf, how-it makes his neighbour hate him, raiſes 
him enemies, and makes him an obje& of con- 
tempt and ſecornz how all the- gifts, and ble(- 
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ings, and priviledges ke enjoys, are but the e- 
fiects of God's charity 3 how the ſtately Fabrick, 
which his Soul doth animate, mult ſhortly re- 
turn to the Earth, from which it was taken 5 what 
condeſcention God uſes towards him 3 how 


God, who commands Heayen and Earth, be- 


cotpes an humble Suitor to his Creatures, and 
inſtead of conſuming, courts them to yield to 
his requeſts and injundions; how noble and 


generous it is.to imitate him, who 1s eternally 
happy in himſelf. O my God! canl look up. 


on the great example of thy condeſcention, and 

ſwell into contempt of others! Can I ſee Hea- 

ven bow to duſt and aſhes, and ſuperciliouſly 

feorn him, that {tands on even ground with me ? 

What have I, thatI have notreceived, why then 

ſhould I boaſt as if I had not received it 2'O 
God! I ſee Thee content to be born in a ſtable, 
to lte ina manger, tobe cloath'd with raggs,and 
to ſubmit to the hardeſt uſage, amlT thy ſervant, 
and do 1 refuſe to tranſcnbe thy lowlinefs on 
Ty mind, and behaviour ? Hell is the Kingdom 
of Pride, and ſhall I become a ſubjedt of that 
Empire 2 ſhall Imake LZzczfer my Teacher? or 
ſhall thoſe Spirits, who watch my ruine, be my 
Tutors? Can I ſee my God approach my Soul 
in an humble poſture, and look high 2. CanT 
ke the beſt of Beings lay by his Grandeur, to 
converſe with creatures infinitely below him,and 
be loatb to-make my Fellow-Chriſtians, that are 
of a lower rank, my Companions? Alas! what 
is it that I' boaſt of? whatis it that pufſs up my 
- mind? Shall a cloud, a yapour, a drop of the 
| | bucket, 
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Thers hetetofore, dowiſh now, that they. were 


bucket, a gralkopper, a worm, grow into lofty 
conceits of his own dignity ? a wretched finner, 
who hath deſerved to be eternally miſcrable, 
and muſt own it, as a ſingular character of God's 
compaſiion, that he hath not long ago aſſigned 
me my portion in the Regions of torment ? 
Can a few rich cloath's make me a better man, 
then my neighbour? Let Providence {trip us 
both naked, and will it nor appear that we 
have the ſame fleſh and blood about us. Be- 
cauſe I have more baggs of money in my co- 
fer, then another, am I therefore a wiſer man 


| then he? What pitriful childiſh conceits are 


theſe 2 I do but beg my daily bread of God, 
and ſhall a Beggar exalt, and forget himſelf? 


| And when I carry about me a body fubje& to 
| 4 thouſand diſeaſes and diſeſters without num- 
' ber, a Fabrick, which the leaſt diforder can 


break and ſhatter ; ſhall ſo weak, ſo' poor, fo 
inconfiderable a thing, the mocking-ſtock 
of every wind and weather, diſtend tts 
plumes, and fall in love-with its own beauty ? 
Were this but ſeriouſly confider'd, and how 


 1n the Grave all diſtin&tions die, how unfit that 


perſon is to be a Chriſtian, that is a ſtranger to 
meekneſs and humility, how thoſe that haye do- 
mineer'd in this world, and trampled upon men, 
and have thought it their intereſt and. glory, to 
deſpiſe their equals and inferious, are now roar- 
ing in the burning Lake; how they that were 


ſervants heretofore, do now reign like Kings 


inHeaven, and thoſe that domineer'd over '0- 
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in their ſervants conidition,and how they would 
now be contented to be the-pooreſt,meaneſt,and 
molt contemptible creatures inthe world, pro- 


vided that they might be but freed from 


thatnever-dyihg Worm, that goaws their Souls, 
and how ſhortly this pride and haughtineſs, 
if not ſeriouſly and timely repented of, will 
end in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth. 

Were but theſe things rightly and ſeriouſly 
ponder, it would caufe a very ſtrange alter- 


ation .in the lofty cenſorious man's defigns and: 


reſolutions; but while theſe obſervables are 
paſſed by, as things out of his element, no 
marvel if he idolizes himſelf, and, likea Hedge- 
hog, wraps himſelf up in his own ſoft Down, 
and turns his Prickles to all the world be- 
lides. Bs 

Let the Soul that's careleſs of God's ſervice, 
and Luke-warm, neither hot nor cold, but tr 

It, and refle&, Lord ! and is this a ſervice fit 
for him, that is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity! Is this flovenly devotion a fit preſent 
for him , who ſearches the hearts and the reins? 
Should my Servants ſerve me, as I do God, how 
ill ſhouldI reſent it! and dare offer the blind 
and the lame to God, which I would ſcorn to 
accept of from my Slaves and Vaſſals! 1 would 
have my Prayers heard, and anſwer'd, but how 
can I hope they'll paſs for ran a> Sacrifices 
in Heaven,whenthey want the fire of the SanCtu- 
ary to give them flame ! Will God mind a Sup- 
plication, in which I do not. mind his Great- 


,neſs, Majeſty, and Holineſs? or can I Shins, 
: | _ _ Go 
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of Conſideration, 


God is ſo fond of anſwering my requeſt:, thac 
he matters fiot with what: frame of heart I ap- 
proach his Throne? When the Primitive Chrilt- 
jars, that certainly knew beſt, what was to be 
done in order to ſalvation, as having converſed 
with the Diſciples and Apoſtles of our Lord, 
when they conſecrated that time, when their 
ſpirits'were moſt lively to pious exerciſes, and 


| look'd upon that Religion as dead, that had 
| not fervency for its ingredient; ſhall I hope to 


come off at a cheaper rate? Is the King immor- 
ta], inviſible, bleſled for evermore, to be put 
off with the chips and ſhavings. of Devotion 2 - 
Should not I give him the cream and marrow 
of my endeavours, that hath greater power over 
me than my Maſter, my Father, or my Prince? 
ſo greata God, and ſo mean a Sacrifice ? fo 1n- 
finite a Majeſty, and. ſo pitiful a Prefent ? Can 
F refle& with what zeal and fervour he is ado- 
red in the Manſions above, and can I put himoff 


with Ice, and Froſt below 2 He makes his An- - 


gels ſpirits, and his Miniſters flames of fire; flames 
indeed, their love, their delight, their obedi- 


ence; burns bright and ſteddy for ever; and ſhall 
not 1 learn of thoſe Miniſters.above to worſhip 


him on Earth ?: CanT have better Tutors? Who 
ſo fit to be my Schoolmaſters as.they that waite 
upon the Almighty . day, and night ? How de- 


hberate, how circumſpett amlT in my addreſſes 
to my King, and- is not God a greater Prince 
h 


thanhe2? What is my careleſs deyotion but mock® 


ing of God, and my drowzy Prayer, what is it 
[7 's 50K: -; +: 
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but playing with: lim, at whoſe preſence the 


Mountains tremble? Am not I afraid of ven-_ 


geance,: or cati I think God will ſuffer a Wretch, 
thatlives upon his mercy, and makes no better 
return, go unpuniſhed? How jultly may hede- 
ny me his Grace and aſſiſtance, who do not ſeek 
it morecarneſftly 2 How juſtly may he fay, De- 
part from me, I know thee not, who am lo indit- 
ferent, whether I enjoy the light of his coun- 
tenance or no2 How juſtly may he refuſe to be 
found by me, who ſeek him, as if his fayour de- 
ferved no pains or trouble ? Strive, as it were 
for your lives, to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, 
faith the Great Redeemer of Man, and is this 
raking the Kingdom of Heaven by fbrce, when 


E look upon it asa thing, that may be had atany 


time, upon a Lord have mercy upor me? Is this 
wreſtling and ſtriving, when I ſuffer ary out- 
ward worldly concern, thongh nevet ſo {leight 
and trivial, to take me off from minding the 


great concern of my Soul? Is this gtving all di- | 


Hgence to! make, my Calling and EleGion ſure, 
Whenl am infinitely more concerned how to 
fecure a ſmall Sum of Money, - than I am toſe- 


cure- thoſe Treaſures which fade not away? | 


My God is not weary of. doing to: 

Soul; - and body, and ſhall-I be S_ of > 
dience ? My Saviour was not weary of fſuffer- 
mg' for" me; and ſhall I be: weary: of adoring 
him? The holy Angels are not weary of attend- 
ig me, and ſhall I be weary of love; and: ſelf 
denial 2 Will God give a reward to —_— 

an 
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of Conſideration. 319 

ſtand yawning and ſtretching themſelves in his 

' Vineyard, unrefoly'd whether they ſhall work 
or no? A reward indeed they ſhall have, bur 
fuch a reward as hypocrites receive, a reward 
from which Good Lord deliver #s, And amlT 
ſo ſtupifi'd, that nothing of all this can move 
me, neither the glory of God, nor the intereſt 
of my Soul, nor all that can be ſaid againſt my 


- want of Zeal, and fervency of Spirit ? 


Ah! Iam torunfor my life, and ſhallImake 


ſtops by the way, or look about, or think that 
- by flow ſteps I am like to fave my ſelf fromthe 


wrath to come? Death haſtens, the Divels ha- 
ften to make a prey of me, and ſhall not I mak 


 hafte to eſfape their talons ? 


Were theſe reaſons laid home by ſerious Con- 
fideration,” they would rouze the Soul from her - 
flumber, and make her ſee, how dangerous her 
reſt is, and how deer that ſleep will coſt her, ſhe 


Is for the preſent lull'd in, if it be not ſuddenly 


diſpell'd and ſcatter'd 3 but want of Confider- 
ation makes the careleſs ſinner fancy God a Be- 
ng without Gall, one that. hath no ſenſe of Ho- 
nour, and that is pleas'd with his indifferency 


in Religion, as well as himſelf: This is it makes 


him entertain very groſs, abſurd, and unreafon- 
able conceits, concerning that all Wile, moſt 
Excellent, and moft Lovely Being, deſpiſe a 


| Treafure of infinite value, trample on the Pearl 


of price, and forget. what the hope of God's 
calling is, and whar the riches of the glory of 
his inheritance is inthe Saints. | | 

| S 2 Wo 
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. He that miſtruſts God's providence, limits the 


holy One of Iſrael; yet have I knowri-ſach a | 
{fin blown away , andturn'd into Keroick con- 8 


fidence in God, by ſuch ferious ratiocinations | 
as theſe; and am I indeed afraid of. want, and | 
being deſtitute of neceflaries and conveniencies, # 
which other men enjoy !' Am I God's creature, } 
and can I think,-God will take no care of his } 
creature ! He that feeds the young Ravens, will 
be deny me my. daily bread! He that gives all 
Creatures their meat in due ſeaſqn, will he for- | 
get me, when he unlocks his univerſal Store- 
houſe ! He that opens his hand, .and ſatisfies the '| 
deſire of every living thing, will he ſhut me-out 
of the number of the living 2. He that cloatheth | 
the Lilies of the field, will not he much more | 
cloath me ? Is Gad concern'd for the meaneſt of | 
his creatures, and will not he be concern'd for 
the nobleſt work of the Creation ? Do I ſee, how 
the Birds of the Air do all depend upon him,and 
the Sparrow that hath din'd, and knows. not | 
where to get his Supper, yet cheerfully waits 
upon God's providence; and ſhall not I?- He 
that.provides for Beaſts, and Fouls of the Air, | 


and Fiſhin the Sea, will he ſhake off his care 8 


and thoughts of me? How impoſſible is all this, | 
if I beheve God to be: the great Preſerver of 

men ? Nay, he that hath provided for me hi- 
therto, why ſhould I miſtruſt he will not pro- 
vide for -me for the future? Is his hand ſhortned, 
or his ſtrength abated? Is not he the ſame God 
now, he was ſome years ago? Is his plenty de- 
| _ cayed, 
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decayed, or is God at a loſs, how to ſupply me 
for the time to come ? My unbelieft indeed may 


BS make him hold his hand, and hinder him, from 


doing any mighty work for me , but what can 
I fear, if in the uſe of lawful means I throw 
my ſelf upon him ? May be, I get not whatI 
would haye, but if I get what ke thinks fit for 
me, is it not much better? How often haveT 


| been in ſtraits and exigencies, and God hath. 


found out ſome way or other to deliver me, and 


{ fhall ], by my unbelief, hinder him from doi 


ſuch another mighty work for me? If I truf 
him, I honour him, and few forth his glory; 
and to ſuch God cannot but ſhew his ſalyati- 


| on. I do not want forthepreſ:nt, why ſhould 


I believe I ſhall want hereafter, when I know 


| not whether TI ſhall live a day to an end? How 
| careful ts God of mine eaſe, when he would not 


have me trouble mine head with anxious cares ! 


| What do I get by my immolerate carkings, but 


rorment of mind ! Is it not mich ſweeter toreſt 
upon God's: goodneſs, and enjoy content? I 
am never the nearer a ſupply, when [I haye 3- 
filicted and vexed my mind, and why ſhould 
put my ſpirits into an agony for nothing? 45 


| this miſtraſtful caring, and carking a character 


of Heathens, and ſhall I apoſtarize from chri- 
ſtianity and turn infidel ? Is this the temper of 
men, that know not the true God, and ſhall 
E diſgrace my Religion, and imitate their un- 
belicf? Had notl better rely upon God's word, 


who hath ſaid, I will mot leave thee, nor for- 


4. fake 


ake thee, .than make my life a hell upon earth! 
With all my follicitous thoughts, I. eannot add | 
one cubit to my ſtature, and ſhall I ſpend ſo F 


much labour and induſtry in vain? What muſt | 
the Spirits aboye think, to ſee me torment my # 
ſelf about that Icannot help, and to ſee meroll | 
Siſphs his Stone, which when I have brought # 
to ſuch a pitch, rolls down again, and renews |} 
my pains with my griet and forrow ! How muſt } 
thoſe incorporea] Beings above, pity ſuch fruit- 
leſs labours! Of how many men have I read, 
and heard, that have truſted God in deſpight | 
of all improbabilities, and God hath ſuccour'd | 
and aſhſted them beyond expecation;z Eljah | 
i Reg. 17. 9g. goes to Searepta, meets: with a | 
widdow woman, gathering ſticks in: order to | 
kindle a fire, and .to dreſs the laſt handful of | 
Meale, that was in the Barrell, and the few + 
drops of Oyl,that remain'd in the Bottle,all that | 
the wretch had left to ſupport the life of herſelf | 
and fon, for it was a time of Famine, and it was 
in a manner a Funeral-dinner too, for ſhe in- | 
tended to makethis her laſt meale, and ſo to ex- 
pire, and. give up the Ghoſt ; Here waslittleto. |} 
ſpare, ane. would think for a traveller, eſpecially | 
if-that. had been her maxim, which is fo uſual 
with us, that charity begins at home 3 ſhe knew | 
not the Prophet, whether he could do. miracles 
or no, In this great exigency, and {traite, the | 
man of God bids her dreſs the Flower, and 
Oyl ſhe had left for him, and afterwards take 
cate for her ſelf and ſon, A ſirapge requeſt 5 | 
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of Confidrration 325 
it's true, he tells her , that the God of Tſe. 
hath' aid, that the barreH of meale ſhall nor 
waſte; But theſe were words, arid what are 
they toa hungry ttomack, and croaking bowels, 
to give thart little all away to a ſtranger, and 
ſtarve herſelf, and ſon upan a cold Prophe- 
cy? HO. 


þ Yet Behold her faith throws open all the flood- 


| gates of impoflibility ; ſhe behves, and- truſts 
| againſt ſenſe, even to a contradiction, goes, and 
| gives that little ſhe hath left, to a ſtranger, 
and by her faith forces, as it were, Heaven in- 


to a miracle, for ſhe had no ſooner dreſſed 
the remainder for the Prophet; but the batre! 
is fill'd again by Angels, and fo it continued 
till the Lord ſent raine upon the Earth. Why 
ſhould not I do as they have done, and put 
it to the trial 2 Sure I am, TI 'can loole no- 
thing by it. I will therefore be induſtrious in 
my lawful Calling, and leave. the ſucceſs ro 
God; I will uſe thoſe honeſt, means to lkve, 
which the Scripture warrants, and commit my 
ſelf to him, whoſe eyes are over all his works. 
If he pleaſe to bleſs me, T'H praiſe him; if 'not 
Ill ihoice his Sovereignty and greatneſs, who 
is not bound to give me any thing : And Jeft 
my fins ſhould teparate between his kindneſs 
and my neceflities, and turn away his face 
from me. becauſe I anſwer notthe end hemade 


© me far, as all other creatures do , that ſhare 


in his proteQtion and providential care, I will 
| h Y 4 watch 
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watch againſt thoſe corruptions which. do fo 
eaſily | beſet-me , and ſtrive to glorifie God 
with my Soul and Body; and then , the kind- 
eſt diſpenſations- of his providence will be 
_ , and all things will work tagether far my 
— 


Such thoughts would driye out the evil Spi- 
4it of miſtruſifulneſ. But while the Enemy 
meets with no oppoſition, no wander if he ſe- 
curely revels in-the Soul, makes man a bur- 
then to himſelf, prorfipts him ſome times, even 
to unlawful courſes, and. doth not let him reſt, 
t11]-. he deſperately reſolyes with him in the. 
Poet, 


FE bers ſs nequeo ſuperos , Acheronts 
z20vebo. OR 


If Heaven be deaf, and will no pitty ſhew, | 
5 4 try, wha el , and the black Hoſt will do. 


Had the covetous but a heart to think with 
himſelf, Vain fooliſh man, how loath am TI. to 
confeſs my ſelf guilty of this Vice! How doT 
deceive my felt with the fair names of. goo 
husbandry and frugality ? But will theſe delu- 
fions ſtand the fire? Will theſe Paper-Walls be 

roofagainſt everlaſting burnings ? If there be 
uch-a fin as covetouſneſs, and that fin ſo odi- 
pus to God, and his holy Angels, as Chrift _ 
= | - hig 
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his Apoliles -make it, and ſo great an impedi- 


| ment to everlaſting happineſs, as the Scripture 


repreſents it, it muſt needs be worth knowing , 
whether I am infefted with this plague, eſpeci- 
ally fince my behaviour and actions look as if I 


_ Why ſhould the Apoſtle call this fin 
Ido 


atry , but becauſe it makes men ſer their ' 
affetions on this World, more than upon that 


Which is to come; and more on their Riches,E- 


ſtates. or Incomes, than upon God. and ever- 
laſting Glory, whereby God is rob'd of his Ho- 
nour, and that high Eſteem and love, which is 
God's due, as he is God, is given. to the crea- 
ture, which in God's fight is lighter than no- 


« thing, and yanity 3. And is not this my caſe? 


How 1s my Soyl fix'd upon this World 2 How 
cloſe doth my heart ſtick to the profits and ad- 
yantages it affords? How is my Soul bound up - 
with my Corn, and Wine, and Oil? Howdol 

fancy that all my. happineſs is gone, when theſe 
outward comforts are gone! Did fin ever grieve 
me a quarter ſo much as a temporal lofs ? Did 


offending a gracious God ever coſt me. the 


tenth part of the tears IT ſhed, for being depri- 
yed of alittle (hining Clay 2 How hearty is m) 

joy ynder the bleſſings of God's left hand 

How little am T affeed with the bleſlings of his 
right? How far greater fatisfation doth my 
thriving in the World give me, than my thri- 
ving in Grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt > How. loath am I to honor 
Gqd with my fubſtance? How unwillingly,how 
TY Th orudgingly 
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rudgingly do I part with any thing confiders- | 
ble, for Charitable Uſes 2 I find fault with this 
ſin in another, and ſhall not I reprehend it in 
my ſelf? I complain of my Neighbour for being 
hard-hearted, and unkind to people in diſtreſs, 
And is that a vertue in me, which 1s vice in ano- 
ther? Dzonyſivs the Tyrant, wondred at his 
Son, that with all the Gold and Silver he had m 
his Houſe, he had made no Man his Friend, 4nd 
may not I juſtly wonder at my ſelf, who as long 
as I have lived, have. not made my ſelf friends 
of the Mammor of unrighteoufneſs, that at my 
death, I may be received into everlaſting habj- 
rations? How loath aml to part with any of 
this Worlds goods for God's ſervice? How 
happy dolI count my ſelf, when Religion doth 
coft me nothing 2 How loath amlT to be at the 
leaſt charges for Heaven ? How doth it grieve 
me, when I ſpend any tbing upon Religion? 
Hozy dolI dote upon theſe ſublunary vanities ? 
How far greater pains do I take to be rich,than 
tobe happy for ever! How can difpentfe with 
a, fin for profits fake! How little of my deſires 
and breathings hath God and a bleeding Savi-f 
our! How dull amI under the moſt lively de 
Friptionsof the joys of Heaven! How dull un- 
der the ſtupendious offers of grace and mercy! 
How dead under the joyful mefiage of pardon! 
How dull when tempted by all the raviſhing ar- 
Himentts of God's love, to love him above all! 
"What means my unwillingneſs ta take God for 
.my greateſt portion 2 What means that quick: 

neſs, | 


- 8 neſs, fagacity, and wiſdom, when my riches, plen- 


ty, or worldly proſperity 18 concerned, and that 
ſtrange / Sack. 4h when God courts and be- 
ſeeches my Soul to lay hald on eternal life ? 
Are not theſe evident ſigns, that the world 
draws and attrafts my heart moſt powerfully? 
| God ſees my heart is: not upright with him, he 
ſees Iam afraid to take up with him alone; he 
{ces how covetouſneſs hath poſleſs'd my Soul, 
and can I cheriſh this root of all eyil in my 
breaſt, and not tremble at the danger my Soul 
1s 1n?. Am1, by the Apoſtles gs ec Idolar 
ter, and'do I. make light of fo great a vile $I 
no Idolater muſt expet a Crown of Glory, 
alaſs! What can I loqk. for, but. eternal dark- 
neſs? Could Ariſtippzs throw his Gold intathe 
Sea, and fay, It's better I ſhould drown thee 
then that thou ſhouldſt undoe me.:: And fh il 
I be a flave to my Wealth? WhenlT read, 
that it's eafier for a: Camel to enter through 
the eye of a Needle,than for a rich man,who ſets 
his heart on his riches, to enter into Heaven z 
am. not I frighted with the expreſſion ? I find 
how this fin deprives me of a holy communion 
with God, and ſhall Iloſe my greateſt comfort, 
and ſnpport, and ſatisfaction for it > How doth 
the Gold become dim! How is the moſt fine 
| Gold changed through this peſtilential breath! 
The. lite-and ſenſe I once had of Spiritual ob- 
zeds, decays, and dwindles away in me, and 
an infipidneſs in holy things ſucceeds, my reliſh 
of them periſhes, and they become to me, as a 
| Curious 


. -.$28 Lhe Gzeat Law 
curious diſh to a perfon of a corrupted ſto- 
mach ; I naufeate the very dainties of my Hea- 
venly Father; This fin is enough to damp, and 
 killall the good ſeed, God ſows in me; If any 
man love the World, the love of the Father 1s 
not in him; and can I be contented without 
the love of God? If God be not my friend, 
What doth the. friendſhip of the whole World 
.- fignifie? When my Soul muſt leave this Taber- 
nacle, and appear before God's Bar,' O God, I 
ſhall have ſo many Witneſſes againſt me, that 1 
ſhall not know whatto fay, or whether to be- 
take my ſelf for refuge; the Poor-will accuſe 
me, becauſe I have not open'd my hand and 
heart to'them; my own Conſcience will ac- 
cufe 'me, becauſe IT havenot been a good Stew- 
ard of the means God gave me; the Miniſters 
of God will accuſe me, becauſe whatever was 
laid out upon my Pride and Luft, was thought 
too little; and' the leaſt kindnefs I ſhew'd to 
thoſe that wait at God's Altar, too much : the 
Devils will accuſe me, becauſe having a Soul 
fo great, ſo noble, ſo pretious, I did employ it 
chiefly in fcraping a little droſs and dung to- 
gether 3 nay, the Lord Jeſus will accuſe me,be- 
cauſe his example of contentedneſs ,, and:hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, would notalluremeinto imi- 
tation; God will accuſe me, becauſe having 
. furniſh'd me with all the motiyes and enconrage- 
ments imaginable, to mind'Heaven more than 
Earth, I prefer'd this Earth'before all the' Joys 
5 | 123 g 
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of Heaven; and how ſhall I bear up under all 
this weight ? | | 9-423] 

| Would the poor deluded Worldling: but let 
ſuch thoughts ſink into his heart, What a damp 
would it ſtrike on his. ſtrong deſires after the 
World, and how would it make his immade- 
rate love to theſe ſublunary riches, break into 
longings after a nobler Inheritance ? But neg- 
leQing this, he, Serpent-like, feeds on duſt, and 
prepares for anxiety, diſcontent, and vexation of 
ſpirit, and for a miſerable death: like a Hog, 
lies.rooting 1n the earth, and buries his Soul in 
a Cheſt of Money ; deſpiſes all admonitions to 
Charity, and, hike the Smith's Dog, can hearthe 
hatnmering-. and beating of his Maſter, and en- 
dure the-Sparks flying about his ears, without 
being ſtirr'd or concern'd at it. 

Hypocriſie is a fin, which the painted Chriſti- 
an does not cafily part withall, yet would he 
refleQ, like a perſon that hates to ſow pillows 
under his own elbows: CanlI read Chriſt's dif 
courſes againſt the Phariſees, and not ask my 
own heart, Whether the Phariſees temper be an 

emblem of my complexion? Can I remember 
Zthat odious Name in the Goſpel, and not reflect 
ton the Plagues, that are threatned them? And 
do I know thoſe Plagues, and do they dart no 
fear, no terror into my Soul? I am loath to be- 
lieve, I:am ſo bad a Man, But what if God, and 
the great day ſhould find me fo? Havel no felf- 
end in any Religious Duty ? What 3s 1t puts 
me many times upon doing good,applauſe from 
En, 
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Men, or the - love of God 2: Do not I pretend 


God's glory ſometimes , when I aim at nothing 
but mae own? Do not 1 draw nigh'to God 
with my lips, when in my heart and converſa- 
tion [ deny kim? Donot], by pretending to 
pleaſe God, negledt my daty to my Neighbour? 
and while I am hot for Devotton, hate my Bro- 
ther in my. heart? T am loth to negle& my 
Prayer, but am I as loth: to negle&- relieving 
ſuch a Believer, that groans in Prifon, or Pover- 
ty? Amnot E moreſevere in preſling the leſſer 
concerns of Religion, than I am in urging the 
greater? Donot I commend rhat in a rich or 
' great man; which I can reprehend in my infe- 
TIOurs,' or meaner perſons? Do nor: I require 
thote Daties of other Men, which my felfam 
loath to pratiſe ? Do not I applaud my ſelf for 
my own ſanCtity, while I deſpiſe others, whom I 
fancy not (o holy as Iam? Am not I more cu- 
rious to know other Mens:conditions than mine 
own? Amnot I more zealous in publick, than 
Tam in/ private? Am not F Religious for filthy 
lucre's fake? Do' not F make a gain of godli- 
nefs, and uſe Religion as a Cloak to cover my 
ſecret ſins? Do not I make Devotion a Scaffold 
to erett my own credit and profit by? What is 
hypocnfie if this be not? Though I can hide 
It fromthe ſight of Men; can I conceal it from 
_ him, who knows my down-ſitting,:.and my up- 
rifing, and underſtands my thoughts afar off ? 
Can I remetnber the fate of Fudas,and not think 
of 2 ſerious repentance? Can hear the Son " 
Co 
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of Conſideration. 33t 
God call ſo often, Woe, woe to ye hypocrites, and 


hug the fin in my boſom ? Shall I harbour a 
Snake there, which will ſting me into endleſs 


 gnawings of Conſcience 2 How ſhortly will all 


theſe deluſions be diſcover'd ? Before [ am a few 
days older, God may ſummon me,and Jay open 
all my deceits and juggles in Religion; Thus 
others have been ferv'd, Why ſhould I think 
to eſcape? and though the day of Judgment is 
not come, yet. there are Angels, there are 
Righteous Souls before whom theſe Impoſtures 
may be laid open, and diſcovered, to my ſhame, 
and ſorrow, and aſtoniſhment, aſſoon, as my 
Soul leaves my Body ſenſeleſs. Dol think to 
blind the eyes of him, in whoſe Book all my 
Members are ſet down ? Is the portion of hypo- 
crites no diſcouragement? What Promiſe inthe 
Goſpetcan I lay hold of, during this condition? 
They alt run to the upright in heart, and muſt 
E go without theſe Cordials? Muſt I fee others 
run away. with theſe Treaſures, while my ſelf 
can expeC&t nothing but God's curſe and anger? 
Muſt I ſee others go to poſſeſs the Promis'd 
Eand, while I mult ſtay behind in a Wilder- 
neſs? Muſt I ſee others gather Mana, and 


| feed upon the rich cluſters of Car, while my 


own Soul muſt periſh for want of that Bread of 
Life? Lord , Who ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle 2 
Who fhatl: dwell in thy boly hill 2 He that walks 
aprightly, and works righteouſneſs, and ſpeaks the 
trnth in his heart. And muſt I have-no ſeat in 
yonder Manſions ? no Houſe in that Fersſalem, 

. which 


332. Lhe Geat Law 
. which is above? No habitation iri that City , 
whither the Tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, 
_ #nto the teſtimony o Ifrael, to give thanks unto 
the name of the Lord £ O my Soul, behold thy 
ſalvation comes, his reward js with. him, and his 
work before him. - Ariſe, ſhine, for thy light is 


come, and the glory ofthe Lord is riſen upon. 


thee. Away, and hate this garment ſpotted 


by the fleſh, Theſe are not the ſpots of God's ' 


Children ; Theſe are not the Characters of God's 
Favourites; Spots they are, but of Leopards, 
marks of Wolves thatcome in ſheeps-cloathing, 
figns of Sepulchers, which indeed appear beau- 
tiful outward, but are within full of dead Mens 
bones, and full of uncleanneſls. ys] 

' Such ſerious thoughts would check Hypocri- 
fiez but the vain Man hardens his heart againſt 
them, locks them out, will give them noenter- 


tainment, and that makes him ſerve God to - 


pleaſe the Devil, and turn Religion into a mere 
thew and formality, burn in Words, and freeze 


in Deeds; and, like that Son ia the Goſpel,fay, 


1 go, Sir, but he goes not. -. 
From the Premifſes, we may eaſily gheſs 
what to think of other fins, iz. that the great 
cauſe 'of them, is want of Conſideration; and 
therefore the holy Ghoſt likens Men that live 
In any fin, or indulge themſelves in any tranſ- 
greſfiori, to 4 Horſe that ruſhes into the Battel , 
and conſiders not. what he doth, ventures a- 
mong Swords and Arrows, and the greateſt 
dangers, without recolletting what will be =» 
. "PL iſſue 
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of Conſideration. 232 
ifue of it, Jex.8. 6. Conſideration is the Bris 
dle, that muſt govern our ſenſe and appetite, 
take that away, and the Beaſt runs away with 
the Rider, and haſtens him into a thouſand' in- 


F , 


conveniencies. 
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CHAP. VL 

Of the various advantages of ſerious Conlideta« 

. ton it's that which makes a Man Maſter of 
all Chriftian Duties; it helps « Man to im- 
prove ſublunary Obje®s into Heavenly Con- 
templations. It's the greateſt ſupport under 
affiiTionsz diſpoſes a man to be a worthy Re- 
cerver of the Lord's Supper + prepares hint 
for an Angelical life on Earths makes hins 
prudent and diſcreet in Secular affairs and 
buſineſſes. | 


" Hough in the preceding Chapters, we 
haye already, in a great'meaſure, difco- 
verd what Men may hope for from Confidera- 
tion, and of what. uſe it is to a truly, ſerious, 
and Chriſtian hfez yet we muſt not leave (o 
rich a Subje& thus, withqut giving an account: 
of fome other. poſitive advantages, which do 
render it very deſirable to a rational: Mafi'y 
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And, | Wh 
þ E It hath moſt certainly a yery gre t inflize 
ence. upon all Chriſtian Duties 3 The Celeftial 
Luminaries have not a greater influence,” upoir 


IF 


the:Bodies of Men, and Beaſts, and Plants, then 
Conſideration hath upon theſe Spiritual en- 
dowments ; whatever qualification Chriſt or 
his Apoſtles require, or recommend, it's by 
Conſideration of the excellency and dignity of 


that Duty; that Men muſt expe& to arrive to. 


RE; | | 
 Thefirſt and great Commandment is, Thou 


ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart ,. 


«rd with all thy ſoul, and with all thy mind. But 
be ſhall never be Maſter of this Duty,that doth 
not frequently and ſeriouſly confider the im- 
menſe and ſtupendious love of God to him, 
and indeed then I may hope to-be acquainted 
With a fincere and cordial love to God, when 
I give. leave to ſuch Conſiderations as theſe, 
to Impregnate my underſtanding. O my God, 
Can I think of fo great, ſo holy, ſo infinite, fo 
merciful, ſo munificent a Being, and forbear to 
be.enamour'd with thee ? Thy greatneſs over- 
awes, thy holineſs directs, thy infinity ſupports, 


thy mercy charmes, thy manificence invites thy 
poor unworthy Creatures: Whence are all 


my mercics but from thee? thou art the Spring, 
the Fountainof them all. What ever bleſflings 
are convey d to me by the hands of Second 
Cauſes, they come originally from . thee, 
and thou' moy'it and ordereſt thoſe Second 


Cauſes, to come in to my afliſtance. By thee 


haye I been. upheld ever ſince I. was born; 


« 
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when I lay in the ſhades of nothing, thou did(t 
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of Conſideration. 4434 
Soul, a Soul capable of admiring, adoring, and 
worſhipping thee, and- ever ſince thy Mercies 
have follow'd me; and thou haſt been a pillar: 
of a Cloud unto me by day, and a pillar of 
Fire by night 3 what Parts, Gifts, or Abilities I 
have, they are thy Gifts, and Characters of thy 
Compaſlion , Thou order'(t my ſteps, thou art 
about my bed, and about my paths, and doſt 
preſerve me in all my ways ; many a timeſhould 
I have ſtumbled, and fallen, and periſh'd irre- 
coverably, but that thou haſt ſupported me , 
and given charge to thy holy Angels to be my 
Guardians ; I had been a barren Wilderneſs, if 
thou hadft. not Trained. ſhowers of grace upon 
me, atid made me fruitful. I had brought 
forth nothing but death if thou had(ſt not ſhi- 
ned upon. me. TI had continued lying in the 
mire, if thou hadſt not pulled me our, and 
muſt have remained in the horrible pit for 
ever, if thou hadſt not fet my feet upon a 
Rock. I had continued blind, if thou hadſt 
not open'd mine eyesz Deaf to thy Admoni- 
tions, if thou' hadſt not unlock'd my ears. T1 
could never have riſen, if thou hadit not lene 
me thy helping hand, I muſt have ſunk, if thou 
hadſt not fupported me, and periſh'd, if thou 
hadſt not guided, - and directed me. TI had 
committed greater fins, if thy reſtraining power 
had not kept me, and what could have hin- 
dred me from running with others into exceſs 
of riot, if thou hadſt not remoyed the ſnares, 


which were laid for me, to, catch me mto rw- 
"7x Z 2 ine. 
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ine. It ts thy doing, that I have not done fo. 
Fhat I have abſtained from thefe eyils, thy 
aſſiſtance is the cauſe, and that I have believ- 
ed thee, I am beholding to thy Mercy. O:my 
God! how often have I deſerv'd thine anger ? 
and yet in the midſt of thy wrath thou thinkeſt 
upon Mercy. What judgments might'tt not 
thou have inflited on me for my wilfal fins? 
but thou haſt ſent none as yet, and all to mag- 
nifie thy Mercy. Every morning thy Mercits 
are renew'd upon me, and with the Natural, 
there riſes upon me the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
with healing under his wings. Thou proſper'lt 
my endeavours, giveſt ſucceſs to all my lawful 
undertakings, thou preſerveſt me from thoſe 
difaſters which befall other men. How wiſely 
doſt thou order my affairs? How often doſt 
thou bring light out of darkneſs, and turneſt 


my affliction into the greateſt joy? How won- 


derful are thy Providences to! me and mine ? 
How often have I fear'd fuch! an accident 
would be my ruine, and Gad hath turn'd it 
into the greateſt good 2 Haw,wiſely haſt thou 
many times deni'd 'me temporal | mercies,, be- 
cauſe thou hadft a mind to.enrich me with ſpirt- 
tual Bleſſings in Heavenly places 2 What 
Friends, what Benefators haſt thou rais'd me? 
How miraculouſly haſt thou turn'd the hearts 
of Men ſome times into mercy and compaſii- 
on for my good? How often haft.thou heard 
my- Prayer, and: granted me the requeſt of my 
tips? WhenT have been in the greateſt _— 
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How haſt thou fhewn the a way to eſcape? How 
ſtrangdy haſt thou wheel'd things about for 
v- 8 thy deliverance? How haft thou allur'd me by 
ny the various tokens of thy love, to love thee bet- 
12 I ter than the World? How great hath been 
eſt I thy care of my tettporal concerns, but how far 
ot or thy care of the concerns of my Soul ? 

ow ſtrong have been the convictions thou haſt 
1g- vouchſafed me ? How great the lighe thou haſt 
ics imparted to me? How bright that knowledge 
al, thou haſt revealed to me? How numerous 
G, | the checks of my own Conſcience which thou 
r& © haſt ſent me? How frequent the motions of 
fal MY thy Spirit, thou haſt ſhed into my Soul? How: 
ofe | often haſt thou reaſon'd the cafe, and expoſtu- 
ely. I Jated with me, and, as the Angel did to Bula- 
oft I 2x, ſtood in a narrow way, where there was tio 
ef {© turning , neither to the right nor to the left; 
2n- and all becauſe thou would'ſt not have me 


ama- 


amazed at this-prodigious long-ſuffering of my 
God ! Had any man ſhewn me-but the ten 
thouſandth part of that love, which God hath 
manifeſted to me, how ſhould I love him! how 
ſhould I adore his name! how ſhould I ſtudy 
to pleaſe him ! what pains ſhou]d I take to ma- 
nifeſt my gratitude! how ſhould I revere his 
memory ! how ſhould I ſpeak of his favours ! 
how ſhould I praiſe his munificence! How 
ſhould I employ my Rhetorick, and ranſack my 
Poetry, ſtudy Eloquence, ſpeak by my Eyes,my 
poſture , my geſtures, to make him underſtand 
my affef&ion ! Can man's kindnefles be fo pre-- 
valent, and ſhall ngt the goodneſs of God fire 
my Soul into a practical love -to his-Name? 
CanlI do leſs than love him,to whom I owe all I 
have ? To love him is my happineſs, my inte- 

eſt, my greateſt felicity: O my God, ſhall I 

ove. a little ſhining clay, a little duſt, a' little 
| earth, and not love thee, who art worth more 
than ten thouſand Worlds? Shall IT love Fa- 
ther and Mother, . and not love thee, who haſt 
been better ro me than my Parents, and when 
my Father and Mother have forſaken me, haſt 
taken me up, and with eyerlaſting kindneſs vi- 
fired me? Shall I loye my Friend, and ſhall not 
{. love thee my Joy, my Treaſure, my hiding» 
place? But how canT love thee, except I: keep 

hy... Commandments? Hoy can I be thy 
Friend, except I do whatſoever thou command- 
eſt me ? Shall I love thee in words onely, who 
haſt loyed me in deeds? Shall T flatter thee 
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with my lips, and hate thee in my heart ? Shall 
I ( Fadas-like ) kiſs thee, and betray thee? 
love thee , and love my ſins, which are th 
| aye enemies > Did I but love thee as I doa 
ear Friend, how eaſe would all thy Precepts 
ſeem 2 How little reaſon ſhould I have to com- 
plain of the tediouſnels of thy yoak? What 
great, what noble, what generous actions 
would thy love put me upon? Should I pre- 
tend to love my Prince, and affront his Law , 
how ſoon would my love be accuſed of a lie ? 
How can I be faid to love thee, while I hate to 
conform my ſelfto thy will and pleaſure? How 
vain will my love appear 1n the laſt day, if it 
hath been a ſtranger to obedience here ? The 
Angels love thee, and they have no other way 
to demonſtrate their love, but by running at 
thy commands? The holy fire burnes jn their 
breaſt, and makes them fly to execute thy or- 
ders. Do hope to be like unto the Angelsof 
God hereafter, and ſhall not I take pattern by 
their obediential love, while I ſojourn here! 
O my God, thou art the proper objett of my 
love; I' rob thee of thy Honour, and commit 
Sactilege, if I love any thing here below bet- 
ter than thee. Tam married to thee, and I mult 
love nothing above thee. When no eye pittied 
ze, to have compaſſion upon me, when 1 was caſt 
into the open field, to the loathing of my perſon , 
Ezek. 16. 5,6, 7, 8. thou didſt paſs by me, and 
ſaweſt. me polluted in my Blood, and ſaidſt unto 
zee when I was in my Blood, lives, thou didft 


Z 4 cauſe 


caſe tie to multiply as the bud of the field, on 
when it was the time of Love, thou azdfſ# fprea 
thy chert over me, and coveredſt my nakedneſs , 
and ſwareſt unto me, and entredſt into a Cove» 
nant with me, and I became thize: and, Shall my 
Soul be married to fo great a Prince, and play 
the Barlot? O my Lord, Haſt thou united me 
fo cloſe unto thee, and, Shall I defile niy ſelf, 
by ſetting my- love on trifles * It hath gone 
aſtray too long, it hath wandred up and down 
and fqund no reſt, and ſhall it loſe it ſelf for 
ever, and like a Mole run blindly from one 
bury to another? What Man, What Devil can 
hurt me, while I love thee, without whoſe 
command no creature dares ſtir or move? What 
ſhould diſcourage me from loving thee, when L 
have all the Promiſes of the Bible to prompt me 
to it ? If I loſe any thing in this World by la- 
ving thee, Haſt not thou Treaſures enough ta 
recompence my loſſes? If Men deſpiſe me for 
loving thee, haſt not thou Honour and Glory 
enough to crown me withal? If I donot thrive 
in outward Riches,by loving thee, haſt not thou 


who artrich in Mercy, a pearl ofprice to beſtow 


upon me, when this life isended ? Tl truſt thee, 
O tny God, and when my Luſts invite me toa& 
like a Beaſt, I'Il obey thee,and ſtrive tobeperfeq 
as thouart perfe& : when Men entice me to in, 
141 hearken to thee, and venture the diſgrace 
gr injury they can inflict upon me; when the 
World tempts me to be careleſs of my Salyati- 
gn, Ill follow ther, and york out my Salvar 
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rich Wine! O that the King would lead me in- 
to his /e-Cellar! O that my Soul did thirſt 
more after him! O that this dew of Heaven 
might fall on my fleece day, ard night! O rhat 
the love of God might totally conquer 'me! O 
that every thought of mine might breathe no- 
thing but love! O that it were my meat, and 
drink to love thee! This is perfe&t Angels 
food. Meats for the belly, ani the belly for 
eneats , God ſhall deſiroy both it, and them, but 
this food laſts for ever. 


Delight in God, 1s a Duty as neceſlary as the 
former,buthow is it poſſible Iſhould ever arrive 
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ro. it, without I ſummon my Soul by Confi- 
deration, to takea view of the Glory and Beau- 
ty. which ſparkles in that amiable Being ; I ſhall 
quickly feel my Heart in another temper, than 
ordinarily I do, If I beſpeak it in ſuch Janguage 
as this, Delight iz God ! O my Soul canſt thou 
name that charming Name of God, and feel no 
Joy, no gladneſsin thy AﬀeGtions? Is God fo dull 
an object that it gannot ſtir, or rouze thee from 
thy Lethargy ? Where doſt thou ſeea moreJove- 
ly Being? ſurvey the World', Where is there 
ſo raviſhing an. obje& ? Can there be a love- 
Her Being, than he,from whom whatever is beau- 
tiful in Men or Angels, flowes? How beauti- 
ful muſt he be, to whom all theſe inferior Beau- 
ties owe their Being? It the ſtreams be fo loye- 
ly, What muſt the water in the Fountain be? 
Alaſs! What is the Sun, but. a dark Lanthorn, 
in-compariſon of God 2 What 1s all the light 
pur Eyes behold, but a ruſh Candle to him that 
is the Fatherof Lights ? Truly the light is ſweet, 
and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to behold 
the Sun, Eccl. 11. 7. Indeed, whatever is rich, 
and to be admired in obje&s, would fignifie 
nothing to us without light; and , if created 
light. be ſo delightful, O. God, How amiable 
muſt thou be, who dwelleſt in a Light inac- 
ceſlible! If the Sun, and Moon, and Stars de- 
ſerve my delight, How more- juſtly may the 
Great Creator of all theſe, challenge it, whoſe 
Glory doth infinitely . tranſcend. all the little 
twinklings, and radiations, which ſhine in ſub-. 
bord  lunary 
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Junary objects! O my God, were thy Beauty 


view'd, as it ſhines in the works of Creation, 
as it ſparkles in thy wiſe ordering and manage- 
ment of the World, as it blazes in the Redemp- 
tion of Mankind, avit gliſters in Regeneration 
of the Soul, as it dazles the eye in the glorifi- 
cation of a finner,How lovely would(t thou ap- 
pear! And ſince neither thy Being nor thy 
Works are in vain, ſince what thou art, and 
what thou doeſt, muſt needs be for ſomecer- 
tain end 3 What can I conclude, but that thou 
diſcover'ſt ſo much Beauty and Splendor, and - 
glory to poor Mortals, becauſe we ſhould re- 
Joyce, and delight in thee, and be raviſhed with 
thee? O my Soul, without thisdelight in God, 
thou canſtnever be happy 3 God is thy adequate 
ObjeR, and thy Center, and he alone can give 
thee reſt: and except he fills, and fatisfieth thy 
owers, they'l be forced, like Noah's Dove, to 

Niger and flye up and down, wander in a de- 
fart, and loſe themſelves ina barren Wilderneſs, 
Thou rejoiceſt ina Father, in a Mother, in a 
Friend, but God is more then a Father, more 
then a Mother, more then a Friend to-thee, He 
doth more for thee, He loves thee better, then 
any of theſe can do. Thourejoycelt in a curious 
Jandskip, in the delicate ſituation of a houle, 
ina lovely Arbour, in a ſweet, and gentle Ri- 
ver, but haſt not thou greater reaſon to rejoyce 
jn him, who hath made all theſe > When thou 
delight'ſt in God thou art at reſt,and thy reſt de- 
clares thy happineſs. How-canſt thou hopethy 
Ws - Religious 


344 The Gzeaf Law 
Religious exerciſes will be-accepted in Heaven, 
while thou know:{t not what this Holy delight 
dothmean? TheHeathensgueſs'd at the accept- 
ance of their Sacrifices, by the chearful burn- 
Ing of the Fire upon the Altar3:The greaterthy 
delight 1s in God, the ſtronger Argument thou 
haſt, that thy Devotion meets with applauſe 
and approbationin Heaven. . Variety is ſtrange- 
ly delightful to thee here on Earth, and, Why 
then hath God fo little of thy delight? though 
God be but one, yet in that one God are [6 
many pleaſant abjes, that wert thou to hve 
here a. thouſand: years, in this onz God thvu 
might*ft every day mcer with freſh objects ot de- 
light; with this God thou art to be raviſh'd to 
all Eternity , arid then ſure, there is variety 
enoughin him to revive, and recreate thee for 
a few years in this preſent World: Survey all 
his bleſſed Attiibutes, his Holine6, his Omni- 
preſence , his Omniſcience, his Inimutability , 
his Immenſfity, his Wiſdom and Eternity 3 ſurvey 
his Goodneſs ro Mankind, his PerfeCtion , his 
Allfufbciency, bis Willingneſs to advance Man 
torhe enjoyment of that Glory, which theble(- 
ſed Angels. do poſleſs; ſurvey his Revelations, 
his Manifeſtations of himſelf to this dark ipno- 
rant World; his Statutes, and Judgments, and 
Laws, and the Reaſonableneſs and Equity of 
them all ; ſurvey his various Diſpenſations under 
the Old and new Teſtament, his Methods of 
converting Men, and the various degrees where 
by he hath proceededin the reformation of the 
% | | * wretched 


j 


| 


wretched Progeny of Ada»mzfurvey.his wonderful 
love in Chriſt Jeſus and his pity and compaſiiog 
<Pt- to Rebels, to Traitors,to his greateſt Enemies 5 
urti- Survey the benefits and adyantages, which ariſe 
thy from Chrifis-Piſlion,, Reſurrecion, Aſcenktion, 
hou Interceſſhion; Survey his Promiſes and Threats 
aule IN nings, his Mercy to the penitent, his Tuſtice ta 
1We- IN theunbelieving finer 3 Survey his Mercies bork 
Vhy publick and private, both Spiritual and Tem- 
ugh IN poral, and his various favours to all Mankind, 
g ſo to. thy fellow Chriſtians, to thy Relations, and 
hve thy ſelf ; Survey the. priviledges he allows to 
Hou I thoſe that-fear him, priviledges, which are the 
de- iſ torments of Divels, to ſee what man may. come 
1to if to, and themſelves muſt remain for ever depriy+ 
ety If ed of; Survey the prerogatives of theſe men, 
for I haw. be gives them leave'to, call upon bim, an- 
all Bf fivers them, when they call, permits themto.call 
Nt I themſelves his children, bis Darlings, his Far 
ty, || yourites, bis Jewels, his Friends, and the apple 
vey | of his Eye; Survey the Glory which God re- 
his I ceives from all his creatures, 1n-that all confpire 
lan BE tofulfilhis Will 3 Survey the Joy, the Glory,the 
leſ- 'Happinefs, the. Trinwphs, the Songs, the Hales 
Ns, Wl lijah's, which he bathdefigned for hisServants, 
no- I 'whereof they haye a taſte here, and. which 
and I ere long they. ſhall enter upon, to their etex- 
/ of © nalcongent and fatisfaftion. O my Soul, Who 
der | can expreſs. all. the pleaſing obje&s, which 
s of | areintbis Glorious God:thou doſt adore? | 

£re- Vaſt Ocean of Delight! How can my-Soul 
be weary. of delighting in thee? where ER 
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objett is of a multiplying Nature, and the far- 


ther T go, the more charms I meet withal ; every 


Beam, every Ray that darts from thy Throne; 
every work of thy Power ( and' Oh how in- 
finite isthe number of them! ) adminiſters De- 


tight. And ſure he deſerves to be ſtarv'd, that 


may come to thoſe Waters of Life, and is in- 
vited to participate of this Milk and Honey, 
and to delight his Soul in fatneſs, and prefers 
the ſtolen waters of fin, before theſe living Wa- 
ters, which, like thoſe in the Aſculapiar Well, 
ate not capable of putrifaction. 

Look, O my Sonl, look with pity on the 
poor: diſtrafted World, that delights in things 


helliſh, and finfu], worldly, mean, and trivial, 


who would envy the ſottiſh pleaſures of Strat, 
Anthony , Tiberias , Calignla, Commodus, Cotys, 
Demetrins, pleaſures fitter for Bulls, and Beares, 
and Goats, then formen of reaſon? they dream 
they eat and drink, and are at a great Feaſt , 
but in the morning when they wake, they find 
themſelves empty. A rational complacency 
in God, is bread, incorruptible, this is the meat 
thou muſt live apon for ever 3 thou delighteſt 
in acurious Pifture, why not in him that's al- 
together lovely? Thou delighteſtin a delicate 
ſhape, Why not in him that's fairer than the 
' Children of Men? Thou delighteſtin a pleaſant 
Garden, im well-ordered Walks, in flowry Mead- 
ows 3 why not in him, whoſe Cracious Preſence, 
can makea Dungeon a Paradiſe ? Hoife up thy 
Sails,” O my Soul, let. thy deſixgs crave all mary 
I ELSEE. : FIC a, 
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rich, good, and magnificent z why,in God thows 
haſt it all, in a moſt eminent. manner 3 while- 
others delight in their plenty, thou canſt delight 
in-him who,is plenteous in mercy unto all them, 
that call upon him;while others delight in know- 
ledge , thou canſt delight in him, in whom are 
all the treaſures of wifdom ; while others delight 
in the proteQion of their friends, thou canſt de- 
light in him, who is a preſent help in the time 
of trouble z while others delight in a ftately 
Seat, thou canſt delight in the Secret place, 
and in the ſhadow of the Almighty, O my 
Cod, thoufatisfieſt the hungry Soul, and filleſt 
the thirſty Soul with goodneſs. The Soul can- 
not crave beyond what thou canft give, nor aske 
niore, then thou art able to afford; the deſires 
of the Sout are not fo infinite but thy ſtore 
and plenty ts unſpeakably more infinite then 
our deſires. They that cannot delight in thee, 
have' ſtrange. brutiſh Souls! they ſee not how 
thou goeſt, how thou my God goeſt in the San-/ 
Quary ; they never felt thy Holy influences 
they know not, what peace thow ſpeakeſt unto 
thy People, they are not fenſible-how thou doft 
encourage thoſe, that ſerve thee ; they are not. 
ſenfible how great the Rewards are, thou haſt 
laid upfor Men, that forget what is behind them, 
and ſeek firſt thy Kingdom, and its righteoul-' 
neſs. O goodneſs immenſe and infinite | If e- | 
yery fingle goodis pleaſant, and: delightful, how 
delightful muſt thou be, who -art that wide, 
and- ample Sea, into 'which' all —— 
bros an 


4 nd I "; CORO wm "OP? FY 4 F 

TSR al 22S + 05M tr Rs IS. "» OE EI en Bee & FOE TIO) TIED REY , q 
, 5 1 I 9 < v SNEaL Fs, OT) 7 Ns OE”: 7 Wy 
: wg ; RS aged 3.4.17 8 ELIE DS OI ES a2 Coin t»s oF y, 

; : 5 3 Act: ' 
hy 6 « ; TIT OA « oF, ks 4 . v7 SY 
2 od A. ” 
- o »” 
2 (3 - . x 4 
Fo "as & * w FT 
* = . 


life he pleaſant, how: plegfans ouſt thoy be, 
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while others delight in their Farms, and Ox en, 
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- Did the Man, who is almoſt perſwaded into 


Charity, but- ſeriouſly conlider, what a ſtreſs 


the Galpel layes uponthis Pious liberality ; how 
Chrift; 1 the laſt day, is refoly'd to.infilt more 
upon this Duty, than upon any other z how he 
is but a-Steward of thoſe: bleſſings he enjoyes 3 
and: haw God:gaye him that Eſtate he vaſt 

wil 
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ficial-; to thoſe,, whom providence hath 'made 
objets' of his Bounty 3 how great an'impedi- 
menthis extream fondneſs of this worlds Goods, 
is-to his future happineſs; how it darkens his 
Graces , clouds his Comforts, hardenshis Heart, 
{ears his Conſcience, enſlaveshim to the Devil ; 
How his charity is no more: then juſtice, a due 
debt, he owes to-his poor neighbour,for which 
reaſon, the Holy Ghoſt calls mens alms, *jght> 
eonſueſs , ſo that withholding our hands from 
giving to people in neceflity,. or from aſliſting 
them in time .of need, is robbing of them of 
that, which is their due, how. difficult , nay 
how impoſlible it is, for a Man. that dotes on 
theſe outward Comforts, to become a true Diſs 
ciple of Chriſt ;. with what earneſtneſs all the 
Prophets and; Apoſiles .of old, have recoms. 
mended this: honouring of God with. our Sub- 
ſtance;\and with..the Firſt .Fruits of our, In- 
creaſez how kind Gods aſpe& js to. this Du- 
ty.3. how great: God's . condeſcenſion is, in 
being willing to accept of that, as done to him- 


{alf, which 1s'done to. his Servants, or Chrifte 


diſtreſſed Members; how ſignally he bleſles this 
Virtue, how all-Faith is dead ;without it, how 
yainly that Man: hopes for Heaven, that hath 
no bowels of compaſſion; I ſay, would the Man, 
that is unreſolv'd, whether he ſhall deny him 
ſelf, and give away conſiderably to Pious uſes, 
but ponder all theſe oqgrnants, Oy the. aſſiſtance 
of God, it would make him reſolve to lay by 


Aa * ſuch 


' witty this very, intent, that he ſhould be bene- 
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fuch a pornon of all his gain, and in-comes for 
Gods ſervice, and'keep to it, and ſtop his ears 
againſt all the n+ (opens of the Devil to the 
contrary , and refign himſelf entirely to God's 
Providence, and leave: it to God, how, 'and 
- When, and where to make him amends for it, 
and believe, that it will moſt certainly bere- 
compenc'd to him in the ReſurreCion of the 


0" Meekneſ; is ſo great a Duty of the Goſpel, 
that Chriſt makes it the diſtinguiſhing charaQer 
of his Diſciples, and indeed, none is more like- 
ly to arrive to it, than he that makes it his bu- 
fineſs to conſider how famous ſome of the Hea- 
thens were for'this Virtue , How Pericles bid 
his ſervant light him home, who had railed a- 
gainft him, all day 3 how Socrates put by the 
calumnies, that were caſt upon him with this, 
That the ſlanderer had ſaid nothing of him, that 
be” found himſelf to be guilty 'of 5 how Dion 'of 
Alexandria was filent under all the reproaches, 
that. were thrown upon. him 3' how unworthy 
of a Chriſtian it is' to do lefs, with all the helps 
of Grace, than' the other, bythe aſliſtance of 
Nature only ; how this is to have the ſame mind 
which was alſo in Chriſ# Jeſus what miſchiefs 
ſudden Anger hurries Men ito; how ſeverely 
the Great Redeemer of the World checks his. 
Diſciples, that call for Fire from Heaven to con- 
fume the 'Men, who had denied [their 'Maſter 
Lodging; how great the conqueſt is to ſubdue 
thoſe paſſions, which would engage us Warns 

an 
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and fury; how diſcreetly that Man can ad; that 


ars curbs thoſe unruly affections 5 how, this excet- 
the Jent quality adorns the Goſpel of our Saviour 3 
d's how't diſpoſes Men for a fatisfaftory diſcharge 
nd of their Duty towards God ; how great evils 
it, and inconveniences it prevents; how many 
re- times it melts the offender, if there by any in-- 
the penuity in him, and wins more upon him; than 


all the fierce proceedings, we can uſe 3 how great 
a preparative it is for a good name, and how 
men, who underſtand what felf-conqueſt means, 
cannot but commend , and celebrate it 5 how 
in Hiſtory, men famous for this grace, are ex- 
toll'd above the greateſt Conquerors ; how 
Heaven cannot but applaud it, to fee Men ſtrive 
to be perfect, as their Father in Heaven is per- 
3 how great wiſdom it argues, to bezeal- 
ous in Gods cauſe, when his Glory is affronted, 
and meek in our owr coticerns, and injuries 
what peace, what ſatisfaQtion it cauſes in the 
' Soul, what bleſlings are entail'd upon it; how 
comfortably thoſe, who have endeavour'd 
to be maſters of this Temper , thay leave this 
. World, and dye, as the Jews ſay of Moſes, 
'the meekeſt of Men, at the Kiſs of God into 
\ Eternal Glory. 
_ Sandifitation of the Lords day, or which is 
all one , conſecrating that day to God's ſervice, 
and (pending it in publick and private Reli- 


- - gious exerciſes, in nieditating,hearing the Word, 
I praveng of God, good Works, and Spiritual 
h  Cotiferences, is a thing, which devout Chriſtians 


Aaa2- | have, 
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have, in all ages, thought themſelves obliged 
to obſerve; and certainly he will find great 
reaſon to follow them, that ſhall engage his 
"Soul ſeriouſly. to conſider fome ſuch circum- 
ſtances as theſe. How Holy is this day ! How 
ſhould my Soul rejoyce at-the dawning of it! 
this. is-the day which the Lord hath. made, and 
which is to put me in.mind of the greateſt met- 
ey,that was ever vouchſated to Mankind; Can 
«there be any thing more coſtly than the Re- 
demption- of Man; or can I fpend too much 
time in commemorating ſo glorious a favour ? 
I-that can ſpend timein rehearſing, what jewels 
my parents have left me, what houſes they have - 
bequeath'd me, what Lands they have aſlign'd 
to-me, what moveables they haye given me, 
ſhall I think much.of ſpending one day in ſeven 
in rehearſing what God hath done for my Soul? 
when God allows, me (ix dayes in. the week, 
> follow the buſincls of my lawful Calling, 
cannot I allow -one day entire:for his fervice? 
Are- the concerns. of my Soul fo, trivial, that 
they do not deſerve. one day, in the week, 
or, is Salvation-ſo. caſte a thing, that, to ſpend 
much time in the contrivance of it, is alto- 
gether needleſs? Icanallow a whole day, ſome- 
times two. or three for the recreation of ,my 
Body, and muſt my Soul have none, to feaſtit 
flf upon God, and endleſs Glory? Alafs! How 
little do thoſe flaſhes of contemplating God in- 
the week dayes, which are fo often incerrogers 
by wordly buſineſs, wartm'the Soul ? How lite 
are 
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are Mens affeQions wrought upon' by thoſe fits 
of Devotion, except they take:'a whole day 
to warm their Souls at the beimes of the Sun 
of Righteouſneſs ? Alaſs! How little ſeriouſneſs 
do Iſcein thoſe Families, where this day is not 
Religioufly ſpent, where 'every perſon is per- 


. mitted to uſe their liberty, and where the pub- 
- Iick Exerciſes in the Church are not ſeconded 
' by private Diſcourſes, and Prayers and Cele- 


brations of the goodneſs of God! How looſe, 
how vaine, how fooliſh, are they commonly! : 
How little do they mind the power of Relt- 


gion! How little are they acquainted with the 
Spiritual part of Godiineſs! what liberty do 


they give themſelves in their aGions, ſuch as a 
conſcientious maz?, will be afraid of! Whereis 
my felf-denial, if I cannot deny my ſelf in my 
Worldly diſcourſes, or thoughts, one day ? How 
can T hope my Spiritual wants, and neceſſities 
ſhould ever be diſcover'd to me, except I doin 
my cloſet apply, what I have heard in the Houſe 
of God, and water the incorruptible Seed that 
1s ſown in my Heart, by felf-examination, that 
it may grow and ſprout, and bear Fruit 2 O the 
Joy, the comfort, the ſatisfaCtion I might reap 


from the ſincere fanCtification of this day ! how 


quietly mightTlye down at night, after ſo ſweet 
a converſe with God all day? How ſoft would 
my reſtbe, having worked in God's Vineyard 
{o many hours? How joytully mightI rife next 


 marning, and comfort my fſeif with the happy 


remembrance of bleſſings, my Soul hath re- 
oe Aa 3 ceiv'd 
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ceiv'd the day before? Thus to obſerve, and 
to improve this day, would be a Prologue to 
my everlaſting reſt, a Preface to my Eternal re- 
poſe in Abrahams boſom; a Prefage,thatT ſhould 
er long reſt, from all Tears, and ſorrow, and 
pain, and anguiſh, and from all the temptati- 
ons of the World, the Fleſh, and the De- 
vil, and be admitted into the Quire of Angels, 
_ to praiſe him day and night, who lives for ever 

and eycr. 
In this manner all other Duties may be com- 
paſs*d, the Beauty , Glory , uſefulneſs of them 
thus ſpread before the Underſtanding, Will, 
and AﬀeCtions, are apt to work upon theſe 
Faculties, and they being prevail'd upon, th 
Eyes, the Ears, the Hands, the Feet , wil 
quickly do their part, and ſhew their readi- 
neſs to obey the commands af their ſuperior 

Officers. 

II. It helps Mento improve external objedts, 
Into very comfortable contemplations, When 
I take a view of the Sun, and Moon, and Stars, 
or refle& on the Air, Fire, Earth, and Water, 
Conſideration may furniſh me with very excel- 
Jent Truths, and the nobleſt Leſſons of Reli- 
gion. Conſiderationcanmetamorphoſeobjeds, 
and ſpiritualize them, and find out the ſecret 
deſigns of the Almighty , in thaſe Creatures, 
which the ſenſual Man looks upon, and like a 
Beaſt, paſſes by without any admiration; This 
- Eyecan pierce through ſolid bodies, and read the 
ara rad bard. 
er 


ſer mantles .For after this manner it may. argue, 
Take wings, O my Soul, fly up to yonder Hea-. 
ven, where the Almighty hath ſet a Tabernacle 
for the Sun, which is as a Bridegroom coming 
out of his Chamber, and rejoyces as a Giant ta 
run his racez Behold how this glorious Planet, 
the great Almoner of Heaven, when he riſes, 
revivesevery living thing with his kindly beams, 
and will not the increated Sun, from whom this 
bright ſtar borrows his ſhining rayes, when he 
ſhall riſe unto the Spirits of Men made perfe& 
in the Jaſt day, fill them all with unſpeakable 
joy and gladneſs ; and as a diſmal uncomforta- 
ble darkneſs ſucceeds, when this created Sun 


_ doth leave our Hemiſphere, ſothink how dread- 


ful, how full-of horror, and diſconſolateneſsthat 
darkneſs.muſt be, which muſt unavoidably fall 
on wretchedimpenitent finners, that would take 
no warning, when the increated Sun ſball with- 
draw-from them his beatifical Preſence for ever.: 


behold this created Sun, how many thouſard 
-kindneſles it, beſtowes upon Mankind, and doth 
- Not this put thee in mind of the Father of Lights, 


from whomevery good and perfe& Gift deſcends? 


How much bigger is this ſhining Body, than the 
_ whole Earth ; and doſt not thou remember, how 


before thy God; all Mankind are as Graſhoppers, 


_ orratheras the duſtof the Ballance, nay ligt ter 
; than nothing, and vanity. The Sun, that he 
, may enlighten the whole World, is forced to.go 
' from one place toanother ; but thy God, atone 


Aa 4 4; and 


586 LTheOnatLaw 
350 JU CIHALAL HA 


and the fame time;,without moving his ſtation, 
can fill Heayen and Farth with hisGlory, 
Behold, O my Soul, the next great Light, the 
Moon, -which, the nearer it approaches the Sun, 
the brighter it grows in that part, which looks 
towards Heaven,thongh it becoms darker in that 
part, which looks towards the Earth, and when 
It is oppoſiteto the Sun, loſes all that brightnels, 
it hadin its conjunQion with the Sun, and is an» 
ly bright in that part, which reſpects this Jower 
World and,Doſt not thouſee a very lively em- 
blem "of a converted, and unconverted finner 
in this laminary ? Behold, the nearer thou ap- 
proacheſt the Sunof Righteouſneſs in purity and 
hdlineſfs, the greater luſter, and the'greater hap- 
| ond receiveſt; the Inhabitantsof Heavetz 
hold thy brightneſs and inniocence; and ap- 
Plaud it, though ſenſual Men, may be; think thee 
all darkneſs, all obſcurity, becauſe thou doſt not 
wallow in Works of darkneſs with them ; they, 
may be, look upon thee as mad and diſtratted, 
becanſe thou art fo buſy, ſo earneſt, ſo zealous 
to pleaſe thy God, and ſpendeſt ſo'much timein 
pratling: and magnifying, and glorifying of him 
but; rhoſe that dwellin yonder Regionof Light, 
and Blis, know,that then,and not till then,thou 
art Mafter of thy Reaſon, and dofſt att like a 
perſon, that's capable of being made*partaker of 
the Divine Nature. In a word, thou art light 
to'therr above, and night to men beneath. = 
theother fide, when thou turneſt thy!back upo!1 
God, walk'ſt oppdfite and contrary to him, 
She. 7 905 0 "phateve: 
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whatever reſpect and” credit thou may'ſt have 
from the World, God and his holy Angels look 
upon | thee as: darkneſs; thy underſtanding \, 
which is that part, which properly looks to- 
wards Heayen, loſes all its brightneſs; and no 
marvel, for God alone can fatisfie it, and he be- 
i0g gone, that part muſt needs be perfect night; 
and no wonder, if upon this darknef, thy love 
inclines vigorouſly to the World, and thy at 
fetions are altogether carried out after the 


droſs and dung of this tranſitory Earth, if thy 


thoughts-are all engaged about the World, all 
thy Speeches employ'd about-the World, and 
thou becomfſt wiſe for the World, and loſeſt alt 
thy. Wiſdom for God, and for ſalvation, and] 
thou art Night ta the ſpirits above, and day tq 
Men below. 

O my Soul, canſt thou look upon the Sun 
and Moon, and not remember how difterently 
God deals with triumphing Saints in Heaven, 
and his Militant Church here on Earth ? they 
enjoy a perpetual Sun-ſhine, we are allow'd na 
more | but Moon-light ; we ſee, as it were, 
through a glaſs, darkly; they, face to face; 
their light, like that of the Sun, never leflens:3 
ours, like that of the Moon, is fometimes great=- 
er, ſometimes leſs, and ſometimes we have none 
at all. How often doth the afflicted Belieyer 


walk-in darkneſs ? God hides the light of his 


countenance from him, and he is: troubled: 

ſometime he is all joy, by and by all darkneſs 

againz ſometimes he 1s like St, Pax, wrapt'up. 
EC TINT? FEES. ; ET ? intq 
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Into. the third Heaven; ſometimes like Men , 
' that ſee God's Wonders in the deep, he poes 
down again to the depths, and his Soul melts 
becauſe of trouble; how clear are the appre. 
henfions ſometimes he hath of the love and 
-mercy of God | and he ſeems to be able to com- 
.prehend with all Saints, what is the depth and 
readth of the love of God ? How often, on 
-the other ſide, is a veil drawn over all theſe 
; _ «bright conceptions, and he groveling in the 
' jc "duſt?*What floods of Conſolation doth God 
_»/Aometimes pour out upon his Soul ? whereas at 
+  -Other times thoſe comforts come down in drops 
{which uſed to come in ſhowers; How. great 
ſometimes is his ſtrength againſt temptations? 
How weak is his courage at another? How like 
the great Jeſas can he ſometimes rebuke the 
. :Winds,and Waves, and make the Sea calm, and 
'atanother time how ready ishe to faint with the 
» Diſciples, and to look upon himſelf as loſt! 
How chearfully ſometimes can he cry out, I car 
* do. al things through Chriſt wha ſtrengthens me £ 
.How mourntully is'he forced to expreſs him- 
;Felf at another, I ſce a Law in my members war- 
:ring againſt the Law of my mind , and bringing 

- ave iro captivity to the Law of ſin. | 

t-.: Behold, O my Sonl, the vaſt number of the 
.Stars and Lamps of Heaven, how wiſe, how 
; powerful is that God that made them? who 
:Can look upon thoſe curious Lights, without 
:admiring their Creator? Behold, they, riſe-and 
go down at his command, and do not fail one 
03:11 minute 
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minute of their appointed time ; how fhould 
this teach thee obedience? How chearfully 
ſhouldſt thou run at the commandaf thy God? 
Theſe glorious Stars, though their number be 
vaſtly great, yet they never claſh, or difagree 
one with another; How. ſhould this enga 
thee to unfeigned charity and peaceablenels? 
How ſhould this put thee upon promoting 
peace, and concord, and agreement among thy 
neighbours 2 And do not theſe Stars put thee 
in mind, how ere long thou ſhalt ſhine as the 
Stars in the Firmament for ever? Happy hour! 
Bleſſed day ! when thou ſhalt be cloathed with 
mo and immortality, when thou ſhalt 
night no more, axd ſhalt need no candle, nei- 
ther light of the Sun, but the Lord ſhall give thee 
light, and thou fhalt reign with him for ever. 
Come down lower, O my Soul, 1 have not 
done yet with God's wonderful works; re> 
fie& upon the Air, in which all Senfitive Crea- 
[tures breathe, without this Air, the whole Crea- 
tion would die; 'tis this that keeps Men, and 
Beaſts, and all Plants, and Herbs alive; ſee haw 
all creatures, when ready to be ſmother'd, up- 
on letting in of Air, do all revive, and live a- 
gain; and isnot the holy Spirit of God, O my 
Boul], the very ſame to thee, that the Air 1s to 


| all Creatures ; without this Spirit of God to en- 


| Hghten, to move, and to dire thee, thou haſt 


| the name that thou liveſt, but thou art dead 3 
" it's. this Spirit muſt giye thee life, it's he that 
" muſt warm thee into a praical Joye of God; 


, 
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It's he that muſt live in thee, that thou may'ſt 
not fulfil the deſires of the Fleſh; it's he muſt 
teach thee how to pray 5 it's he muſt help thy 
znfirmities, . and bear witneſs with thy ſpirit, 
that thou art a Child of God ; beg this rich 
ift at the hands of God, and thou ſhalt haye 
itz. ſeek it, and thou ſhalt find it 5 knock at 
Heaven Gate for it, and God will open, and 

grant thee thy hearts deſire. 

Behold, O my Soul, how vain and fooliſh 
thoſe Men are, that will not believe the Being 
_ of Angels, or of Spirits, becauſe they never 
ſaw. any; can they ſee the Air, And why do 
not, they queſtion whether there be ſuch a 
thing as Air. or no? This Air ſupports all 
Creatures, fo doth thy God much more. He 
ſends the ſprings into the valleys , which run 
among the hills: they give drink to every beaſt 
of the field, the wild Aſſes quench their thirſt, He 
watereth the hills from his chambers, the earth is 
ſatisfied with the fruit of his works, He canſes 
the graſs to grow for the cattel, and herbs for the 
rvice of Man, Pſal. 104. 10, 11, 13, I4. 
"When this Air yields to all groſs bodies, ang 
lets them paſs without oppoſition, how doth 
It. xead to thee Leftures of Patience and Humi- 
Jity ? in that flexibility, thou may'ſt ſee the 
finfulnefs of thy inexorable temper, the odiouſ- 
-nels of thy revengeful defires, and reviling .a- 
. gain when thou art reviled, and giving the of- 
_ + fender as good as he brings 3, the Air reproves 
- thee whea thqu art deafto all entreaties to be 
: TECONy 
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reconciled to him that hath injur'd' thee, when 
ou Wilt not not yield to the humble ſuppli« 
cation of diſtreſſed creatures, and when "thou 
oppoſeſt thy own humour to all 'the rational 
perſwaſions of wiſer Men than thy (elf.. / »:: 
Look upon the Fire, O my Sonl, and' b&& 
hold how differently it a&s upon Bodies it meets 
withal, how it conſumes the Hay and Stubble, 
oli 8 22d cleanſeth and purifies Gold -and/ Silver; 
Doft thou not ſee here, as ini a Glaſs, how thy 
God deſtroys the workers of iniquity, and-ad- 
do I Vances, and increaſes, and purifies the defires 
þ a 8 and affettions of a devout and religious Souk! 
; all I thou ſeeſt how hard and black Irons, when'fe 
"EH, 1s not near the fire, and how *bright and 
| tratable it becomes in the Firez-and is not this 
caſt the true Picture of a ſinner? While he is a 
HE: 8 ſtranger to the Law of God, he hardens his 
heart as Flint and Adamant, 'no threatnijigs 
iſes pierce him, no promiſes prevail with' him, -no 
+ho judgments fright him, no providences move 
him, no mercies melt him; 'put'on the whole 
ot Armour of God, and fight againſt him 3 Hisf#ns 
th WI ſtand (tiff, his luſts remain unſhaken; he feeds 
upon God's bleffings as Swine do upon Acorns, 
be without minding the hand that throws them 
i. 8 Jown 5, be hears Sermons, but they awake him 
not ;z he 1s intreated, but {lights the invith- 
of. WJ £1003 he 1s reproved, but laughs at the repre- 
henſion : but when that holy Fire, the lovebf 


o God, enters into his heart, how flexible; how 
Ne 


xraQtable doth he grow? How 'doth the =_ 
erg O 
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Juminates,never ſuffers the heart:to be hardned 
; but purifies it 3 doth not. ſtraiten the Soul, but 
;;Elevates it 3. doth not. clog, but refine it; doth 
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of God conſtrain him to avoid fin, and to bid 
defiance. to all the works of darkneſs 2 he that 
before-f$610'd to her the glad tidings of the 
Goſpelz%how doth he now ſubmit to Chrilt's 
eafie yoke? He that before thought ſuch a du- 
xy unfit and improper for a perſon of his qua- 


 Jity, . how chearfully doth - he now bow and 


teld to it? he that before had a thou- 
Zind excuſes, why he could not do what Chriſt 
enjoyns him , how doth he now lay all thoſe 
idle apologies by ? he that before was churliſh, 
F ne 5 affble and courteous ; he that be- 
fore wasapt to be very angry at the leaſt af- 
front, now bears it more quietly 3 he that be- 
'fore put off the Eternal God with the mean- 
eſt of his endeayours , now is willing to give 


' bim the fat and ſtrength of his affeQtions 3 he 


that before could hear Miniſters call to him, 


and call. again without effe&, now cries out, 


_Sirs,oWhat muſt 1 doto be ſavd? He that be- 
Fore” could not be perſwaded to walk in the 
.Rrait way, now. runs in the way of Gad's Com 
mandments. Bleſſed Fire, which like the hal- 
mes of Heaven, conſumes not, but il- 


above 


 pppootugd , but” ſublime it; deſtroys the 
* dro SON: preſerves tae gold, and burns away 
all unclean and inordinate paſſions, and all im 
_ yeate cares of this World , but raiſes the 
. SoUlFabove the World, and: engages it to fly 


dl above thoſe things, which ſerye only to fill 

MM Mens hearts with anguiſh and vexation. . _ 
thei Lay afide this obje® tor a little while, O my 
it's Sou), and look pon that Earth thou walkeſt 
du-W on ; this is the place, our bodies muſt neceſſa- 
yu2-f rily reſtin; but when thou ſeeft that centre, of 
and I all heavy Bodies, forget not to think who it is, 


ou- I that is thy proper Centre and Reſting-place 3 
aricW That's. a groaning, bleeding, dying Saviour, 
zoe Think, O my Soul, on the ſenſual and luxuri- 
iſh, Wl ous Men of this World, what pains they take 
be- to find out reſt for their Souls 3 like Spiders , 
af. they run from one Herb to another, and yet 
be cannot purge their poiſon, z. e. their diſcon- 
an-W tent away 3 they give themſelves to Wine, lay 
ive bold on folly, make them great Works, build 
he Ml them Houſes, plant them Vineyards, make them 
im, Gardens and Orchards, ard plant Trees in 
ut, them of all kind of Fruitsz get them. Servants 
be-f and Maidens, grumen ample Poſlefſions of 
the il great and ſmall Cattel; gather Silyer and Gold, 
2m-M get them Men-ſingers and Women-ſingers, and 
1al-M 311 the delights 'of the Sons of Men ; and what- 
: i1- {oever their eyes defire, they keep it not, from 
ea il them, Eccleſ. 2, 3, 4, &c, But-when with 
ut the 85barites, they have roll'd on Beds of Vio- 
oth 8 Jets, and tofſed their fancies from one pleaſure 
the to another, and come to ſtand on the brink ofa- 
va) WW Pother World,they find to their ſorrow, wher 
irs WY £1 £00 late, that here is not their reſt, and thai 
the WM their ſouls can reſt no where, but where infinite 
fly WW GtisfaRtion is to be had, even in God, bleſſed 
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tor evermore. 'God is thy reſt indeed, O my 
Toul ;. and when thon canſt hide thy ſelf in the 
wounds of thy Great Redeemer, then, then thou 
art fafe, and the Gates of Hell'are not able to 
prevail againſt thee. [ek 1 
- *Canſt thou fee how plentifally the Earth 
provides for Mankind, and forget what provi- 
fion God makes for thee, that thou may'ſt not 
mifs of the Crown of Righteouſneſs hereafter ? 
and when thou ſceſt how all things, the'Earth 
. produces, praiſe their Creator in their way, and 
frew forth hisglory; Can'ſt thou be ſilent, or 
forbear to be perpetually extolling the good- 
neb of 'that God, that hath given thee a tongue 
on purpoſe to ſpeak thoſe praiſes, whereof other 
Creatures make buta dumb ſhew ? - Thou ſeeſt 
how this Earth produces Gold and filver; and 
how beauriful 'the Carpets are;-on-which it in- 
vites her Inhabitants to walk 3/ and if this 
Earth be ſo glorious, what will Heaven be? 
If the Houſe which God vouchſefes to his ene- 
mies be ſo ſplendid,what will hisown Palace be; 
whete none but himſelf and his'fervants ſhall 
dwell 'for ever? If the ontward 'Court beſo 
magnificent, what / muſt- the Prefence-chamber 
of the King of Kings be ? If Gold and Silver 
by their glittering, dazle the eyes of ſpeRators 
here3 What will the beatifical Preſence of Al: 
Mighty God do, whichis beyond'ill the' ſhine 
atid, luſtre that Gold, and 'precious Stones 
—_—_— RT £5597 Ob HOO 
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to'the Waters; How uſeful are the Leſſons,ſug- - 
geſted to theeby this Element ? Canſt thouloak 
upon | Water, and not refle& on the Grace of 
God, which hath appear'd toall Men ? how this 
waſhes the Souls of Believers from all filthineſs, 
both of Fleſh and Spirit 3 how it quenches the 
fire of ſinful Lufts in Men;. how it takes away 
Mens thirſt, and greedineſs, after theſe ſubluna- 
ry comforts; how 1t cools the Soul under the 
greateſt heat of miſery ; how it makes many of 
one mind, as the innumerable Atomes of Flower 
go together in Water, to. make up one Loaf of 
Bread, and unites Millions of Men, under one 
Head, the Lord Feſ# Chriſt. Behold the Springs, 
and Fountains, which, like Pearls, adorn the 
curious Fabrick of the Earth 5 Canſt thou call 
them Fountains, and , Doth not that name put 
thee in mind of the Fountain of Life, the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom, the Fountain of living Wa- 
ters, and the Fountain open'd for the Houſe of 
Judah and Jeruſalem, tor Sin and for Unclean- 
neſs? do but think what riches flow from that. 
everlaſting Spring! Thy God is the very Foun- 
tain of all Beingszin him,and to him,and through 
bim are allthings; he depends on no Cauſes, Fo 
hath need of no afliſtance, nothing can hurt 
him, but all things depend upon him ; he is the 
beginning of all things, without a beginning,the 
end without end; the great Cauſe without a 
cauſe; infinite, unlimited, immenſe, and incom- 
prehenfible: Refreſh thy ſelf, O my Soul, in this 


mire 
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mire him, ſerve him, love lim, defire him, de-- 
ſpiſe all other things in comparifon of him, for 

he alone can fupply all thy wants and neceſlities, 
content thy affeCftions here, and fill thee with 

everlaſting comfort hereafter.” 

HI. It wonderfully ſupports Men under af- 
fictions, for our impatience lies in our minds, 

and where the diſeaſe begins, there its fit the 
cure ſhould begin ; but, Which way ſhould the 
Mind be car'd, but by Conſideration ? its this 
muſt anſwer all the objections that Fleſh and 
Blood ſuggeſt to the Mind ; it's this muſt fi- 
lence all the arguments, which ſeem to juſtifie 
our murmurs againſt the diſmal providence we 
meet witha], and the thoughts which cauſe our 
diſcontent, muſt be expell'd by thoughts of our 
demerits , and God's juſtice ; and without all 
peradventure, that Man ſhall be able to bear his 
tribulation better, that thus reaſons the caſe 
with himſelf, Why art thou caſt down, O my 
Soul, and, Why art thou fo diſquieted within 
me? Hath thy God a hand in this affliction, or 
hath he not? if he hath not, Where is his Pro- 
vidence? if he hath, Why doſt thou grumble? 
Doth not thy God know better, what is expe- 

dient for thee, than thy ſelf > TIsheall wiſe,and 

Doth not he know what Medicines are fitteſt 

for thee? Thou art his Creature, and, May 

not he do with his own what he pleaſes ? thou 

haſt finn'd againſt him, and Muſt not he corre& 

thee? thou haſt affronted him, and, Muſt not 


 heuſe his Rod? thoy haſt forſaken him, and rh 
ES: ; __ Muſt 


Muſt not he ſhew- his diſpleaſure agairit thy in- 
| gratitude? Doſt not thou correct thy Child 
165, WW when he is ſtubborn? and, Doſt thou let thy 
"1th BY Servant go without chiding, that doth negleCt 
the buſineſs thou haſt recommended to his care? 
af- WI May be, thou haſt ſery'd thy God, and led a ſo- 
ds, Wl ber life, but., Was it a-life ſo blameleſs, that it 
the BW had ng defects? and, Muſt not thoſe defects en- 
the WF dure that fiery Trya), that they may be burnt 
this away ? Haſt thou receiv'd the good at the hand 
and Wl of the Lord, and, ſhalt not thou receive the e- 
 f1- i vil al? How long hath God ſpared thee,who 
ifle might long ago have poured out the vials of his. 
WE BY wrath upon thee? Halt not thou reaſon to thank 
our By him for chaſtiſing thee, but now, who might 
our By have done it much ſooner ? Alaſs! Why ſhouldſt 
all BN chou think he doth thee wrong, by ſending this 
his Wi croſs upon thee, who haſt deſerved noleſs than 
caſe WY Damraation? Are not Rods gentler than Scor- 
WY BW pions 2? and, Drops of Gods anger more tolera- 
hin WE ble, than flouds of his diſpleaſure? thou art in 
_ Of WW pain; but, VVhat is this to Hell-fire ? thou art 
10- Bin torments;z but, VVhat is this to the Ago-, 
le? WM nies, the unhappy-Spirits in the burning Lake 
PE- {Wendure 2 How great a Mercy is it, that ir is not 
ind BE worſe with thee 2 The VVaters of Marab, which 
teſt {Ware but to the Ancles now , How ſoon might 


lay WGod increaſe them to the Knees, and make 
ou Bthem a River that coula not be paſs'd over? and 
et Whe that doth butfrown now, How eafily might 


he Thunder 2 Conſider, O my Soul, thou art 
notcall'd to Perſecution, toGibbetrs, to Fire, ro 
Bb 2 the 
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the Sword, to Gridirons, to wild Beafts, as the 
' Martyrs of old were: If thou complain'ſt now, 
VVhat would(t thou do, if thou wert call'd'to 
Martyrdom ? Look upon Feſws, the Author,and 
Captain of thy Salvation, who was made perfe& 
through ſufferings: Art thou better than. the 
Son of God? look upon the Apoſtles, look 
upon the Primitive Saints that were torn aſun- 
der, ſtoned, ſlain with the Sword, wandred a- 
bout in Sheep-skins, and Goat-skins, were deſtt- 
tute, tormented, afflicted 3 and, Art thou a 
ereater Saint than they 2 VVhy ſhould'ſi thou 
Expect better dealing at God's hands, thanthey? 
thou art not-alone in Miſery, thou haſt whole 
Armies of Holy Men to bear thee company 
Canſt thou look upon yonder Heaven, and re- 
pine? Canſt thou behold that Glory, which 
God hath prepared for thee, and think much of 
_ theſe fiery Trials? the hopes of a Kingdom 
makes a Captive Prince merry, though he is in 
Priſon; and, Shall not the hopes of yonder 
Joyes, keep thy heart from ſinking & VVhen 
a Socrates can chearfully . ſubmit to the unjuſt 
Sentence of the Athenians , upon no other ac-if | 
count but this, becauſe it was God's will 2 Shalt tl 
thou,whoart a Chriſtian, liefretting at thy trou- 
ble,asif thou meanlt to reſiſt and controul Gad's 
will 2 VVilt not thou give God leave to uſe that 
priviledge in his great Houſe, the VVorld, which 
every Peaſant uſes in his Cotthge, and lay what 
burthens he pleaſes on his Servants? Shall he 
fay, Suffer thou this Affiction; and wilt thou 
anſwer, with that Ill-natur'd Son in the = 
PE 


ſpel, I will zot 2 Look, O my Soul, look. upon 
the benefit thou wilt receive by this providence; 
to thou. waſt proud before,ſtay a while,and this ca- 
nd WO lamity will make thee humble ; thou didſt de- 
et WW fpiſe thy God before, have a little patience,and 
he this trouble will drive thee hence to thy Fathers 
ok WW houſe ; thou didſt play with the bread thy Fa- 
n- IF ther gave thee, this croſs will teach thee how to 
 a- WW prize 1t; thou didit truſt too much to thine own 
(tt- WW ſtrength ; this calamity will make thee relye al- 
1a WW together upon'him, who hath promis*d- to be 
ou WF thy refuge, thy hiding place, thy fortreſs, thy 
y2? WM deliverer, thy ſtrong Tower, and the horn of 
ole WW thy ſalvation : God knows what thou wanteſt, 
y 3 Wl and how thy. wants muſt be ſupplyed; He ſees 
re- W proſperity would undo thee ; he therefore takes 
ich WE it away, and, like & tender Father, cries, Do thy 
of WM ſelf 20 harm; He ſees ſuch a bleſſing would 
om MW make thee ſurfeit 3 he therefore wiſely prevents 
in MF thy diſcaſeby depriving thee of that Mercy ; He 
ler WW ſees ſuch a comfort would be but a Knife, or 


en WW Sword in thy hand, and kill thee; he there- 
uſt BW fore ſnatches it away, becauſe he would pre- 
ac- IM ſerve thee from Eternal ruine; he ſees thou arc 
alt] too much 1n love with this World, he therefore 


embitters thy {ſweet morſels, to make thee weary 


d's 8 of this barren Wilderneſs, and in love. with that 
hat Kingdom which fades not away. Doſt thou 
ich WF blame a Phyſitian, becauſe he gives his Patient 
hat Wl a bitter potion? and, Wilt thou blame thy God, 


for not pleaſuring thy pallate with dainties, 
which would encreaſe thy diſtemper? Wouldit 
thou follow thy Saviourin Sun-ſhine only, and 
Bb 3 not 
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por gowith him into the Garden of Getbſemare? 
Would'ft thou inherit his Crown of Glory, 
without wearing his Crown of Thorns here? 
Would(t thou be with him on Mount Tabor on- 
ly,and not accompany him to Golgotha?Wouldlt 
thou be about him only, when he rides 7s #ri- 
##ph into Jeruſalem, and forſake him in the De- 
fart ? Wou'dſt thou follow him only while the 
Loaves do laſt,and abandon him when he warts 

bread tor the multitude? Would(t thou own 
him only when Men cry Hoſanna, and run away 
from him, when they cry out,Crucify him 2 Wilt 
thou eat of the ſame Bread he doth, and not 

drink of his Cxp too? God would fave thee by 

that burthen which lies upon thee ; and, Doſt 

thou prefer a little froth before an Eternal 
weight of Bleſſedne(ſs? Hadſt thou rather enjoy 

ihy good things here, than lye with Lazarws in 

Abrahams boſom ? God ſees thou canſt not be 

happy without this affliction; and, Wilt thou 

Frefer living deliciouſly for a few days, before 

the rich Banquet God hath prepar'd for his fa- 

vourites in Paradiſe? O my. Soul , its but a 

little while yet, and thy Prifan will be chang- 

ed into a Palace, thy Poverty into Eternal 

Riches, thy Bondage into perfeft Liberty, thy 

-Perſecution into endleſs Joys, thy mourning 
Songs intq Halelujahs, thy Sorrow into Rivers 

of Delight. Alaſs! What is a Priſon? God's 

Preſence can make it a Heaven :V Valls cannot 

| keep out the Smiles and Glory of the Higheſt ; 
VVhat 1s Poverty? it may conſiſt with being 
| Gods 
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Gods Jewel ; and, he that hath nothing m this 
VVorld to boaſt of, may have an incorruptible 
Crown to lay hold of, and be really richer, than. 
the wealthieſt of Mankind.  VVhat are (lan- 
ders and reproaches? they cannot hurt the 
Soul , whatever injury they may do the Body ;, 
they come ſometimes from Men, whoſe Tongue 
1s no ſlander; and, -while thou art jnnocent in 
the ſight of God, thou art a Crown of Glory in 
the hand of the Lord, and a Royal Diadem in the 
hand of thy God ;, and it fo, How little need'it 
thou matter the good opinion, and eſteem of 
Men, eſpecially when thy innocence ſhall be 
proclaimed one day , in the Ears of the whole 
VVorld, VVhart is perſecation 2a Cloud, which. 
ſoon paſſes away, and he that cheartully en- 
dures it, - yreat 1s his reward in Heaven. De- 
ſpair not, O my Soul, thou haſt to deal with 
a God, who will lay no more upon thee than 
thou art able to bear, but with the temptation 
will make a way to eſcape, that thou may'{t be 
able to bear it; one that doth not afdict the 
children of Men willingly, one that will certain- 
Iy, if thou obſtru&t not his operation by thy 
unbelief; ſo order thy # inter, that a moſt glo- 
nous Spring and Summer ſhall fo!low it. 

May be thy troubles are altogether Spiritual, 
and thou doſt not complain ſo much, becauſe 
thou art deſtitute of outward conveniences, as 
becauſe thy God is departed fram thee : a deep 
ſenſe of thy ſins afflits thee, thou ſeeſt the 
wrath of God hovering over thee , and God 
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hides his face from thee, thou 'art afraid -thou 
doſt not belong to him ; thou ſeeſt not thy 
former rokens, nor feel'ſt thoſe gractous influ- 
ences, which formerly water'd and enriched all 
thy faculties z but haſt thou ſuch low conceits 

of the everlaſting kindneſs of thy God, O my 

Soul ! why ſhould'{t thou believe he hath for- 

ſaken thee, when he doth give thee daily teſti- 

monies of his loye? VVhat greater aſſurance 

canſt thoy have of God's loye to thee, and of 

Chriſt's kind thoughts towards thee, than thy 

wearineſs of fin? Haſt not thou heard thy Sa- 

'- viour call, Come to me, all ye that are weary and 
heevy loaden, and I will give ye reſt ? . Art not 
thou weary of iniquity 2 Hadſt not thou ra- 
ther be rid of that burthen, than keep it? if 
thou art not heartily reſolv'd to part with it, 
VVhy doſt thou complain > VVhat makes thee 
cry out, O wrethed creature that I am, who ſhall 
deliver me from the body of this death 2 VVhat 
makes thee wiſh, that what thou haſt done a- 
oainſt God, were undone ? VVhat makes thee 
afraid of offending God? VVhy doſt thou 
weep ? VVhydoſt thou watch againſt thy cor- 
ruptions? VVhat makes thee angry with thy 
ſelf for diſpleaſing God 2 VVhat makes thee 
breathe and pant after Chriſt, as the wounded 
heart pants after the VVater-brooks > VVhat 
makes Chriſt fo ſweet, and fin ſo bitter to thee? 
VVhat makes thee aſham'd of looking up to 
Heaven? VVhence is it, that all the preferment 
and riches of this world cannot tempt thee = 
in 
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fin wilfully 2 whence is it that thou delighteſt 
not in the company of ſinners, but thy delight 
is chiefly in them that fear the Lord? If theſe 
be not ſigns of Grace, what charaGter of mer- 
cy would'ſt thou have? Hath not thy God faid, 
that He'll love thoſe that do love him ? ft thou 
lov'it him not, why art thoureſtleſs til] thou en- 
joyeſt him? if thou loveſt him not, why doſt 
thou defirehim-? why art thou willing to follow 
him through miſery, and the greateſt troubles, 
to be for ever with him? Thou haſt infirmities 
to wreſtle withal, but hath not thy God pro- 
mis'd thee, that he'll bruiſe Satan under thy feet 
ſhortly ? thou canſt not totally maſter ſuch a 


corruption, but doſt not thou fight againſt it ? 


thou meeteſt with temptations, but doſt-not 
thou grapple with them? Satan follows thee, 
but doſt not thou refiſt him? thy Conſcience 
terrifies thee, but haſt not thou the Croſs of 
Chriſt to flie too? If God had a mind to kill 
thee, would he have ſhewn thee all theſe things? 
If God were gone from thee, would not his Spi- 
rit be gone too? if thou haſt not the Spirit of 
God, what mean thy longings after God ? what 
means thy love to a Spiritual life ? why doſt 
thou pray ſo earneſtly for the fruit of the Spirit? 
why art thou altogether for a clean heart, and 
for renewing of a right Spirit within thee ? are 
not theſe ſigns that God's Spirit warms thy affe- 
fions, and makes interceſhons for thee with 
groanings which cannot beuttered? Gad ſeems 
to go away, that thou may '{t cry more —_— 
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.after him, and clouds his comforts, that thou 
may'ſt ſue for them with greater opportunity ; 
he lets thee fink a little, that thou may*ſt cry 
with a louder voice, Lord, ſave me, orelſe [periſh; 
and falls aſleep in the Ship, that thou may'ſt 
take the greater pains to wake him. He lees 
thou grow'ſt weary of his favour, he therefore 
darkens it, that thou may'ſt be at ſome trouble 
to recover it, and having recover'd it, ſct a 
greater price upon't;z he withdraws himſelf for 
a while, that at his return thy joy may beful- 
ler; -and bids his graciousinfluence ſtop a while, 
that when they flow in-upon thee again, they 
may fill all. thy faculties with greater gladneſs; 
thou canſt not perform thy Duties with that 
alacrity and chearfulneſs thou deſii'(t, but haſt 
not thou reaſon to bleſs God, that thou dot 
in good earneſt deſire to do better ? was Hea- 
ven purchas'd in a moment, or fin conquer'd 
in an hour ? is not the way to life a race, where 
men muſt run on till they reach the mark? Go 
on, O my Soul, go on; the farther thou 
proceedeſt in God's ways, the ſweeter thou 
wilt find them; the more thou ftriveſt , Che 
more thowlt conquer; and the oftner thou 
doſt addreſs thy ſelf to God, the more thy 
dulneſs and -wearinels will vaniſh; and the 
more thou lookeſt upon the everlaſting re- 
compence, the greater mind thou wilt have 
to go on from ſtrength to ſtrength. O my 
Soul, - hope in God; for I ſhall yet praiſe ty. 

who 


who is the health of my countenance, and my 
God. | | | 


TV. It diſpoſes a man tobe aworthy receiver of 
the Lord's Supper. Indeed I do not fee how, 
without it,a.man can receive any benefit by that 
bleſſed Sacrament : for it being an Ordinancede- 
fiened chiefly to impregnate the Soul with very 
ſtrong longings and breathings after a crucified 
Saviour, with a deep tenſe of the incomprehen- 
ſible l»ve of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and with ezr- 
neſt refolutions to love and obey” him, before 
all the dictates of fleſh and blood, and of our 
carnal intereſt, it. is not to be 'concetv'd, which 
way the Soul ſhould arrive to all this; without 
conſidering the end, nature, and advantages of 
this Sacrament; and it's probable, a man may 
then be affefted with this ſublime myſtery,when 
he rouzes his Soul ſome ſuch way as this, Doſt 
thou rightly underſtand, O my Soul, what this 
great and- tremendous Ordinance means? 'Be- 


+ hold, thou art going to feaſt with that God, who 


ſtretches ont the heavens like a curtain, and lays 
the beams of his chambers in the waters, and makes 
tbe clonds bis chariots, and rideth upon the wings 
of the wind. What, feaſt with ſo glorious a 
God, and come without a Wedding garment ? 
Sup with him, who dwelleth in the Heavens, 
and not purifie thy ſelf even as he is pure? Can 
two walk together except they be agreed ? what 
fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with unrighteoul- 


neſs ? and what communion hath light with dark- 


neſs ? 
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neſs? what concord hath Chriſt with Reljals 
what agreement hath the Temple of God with 
Tdols? This is the great Ordinance,O my Soul, 


which muſt either promote thy everlaſting hap- 


pineſs, or aggravate thy everlaſting condemna- 
tion 5 how happy may {t thou be, if this Sacra- 
ment charms thee into a fervent love to thy 
deer Redeemer: 2? but how wilt thou eſcape, if 
thou neglect ſo great ſalvation ? Here are the 
greateſt engagements, the greateſt motives toa 
life, as becoms the Goſpel of Chriſt ; here God 
adjures thee ("to uſe the words of the Church ) 
hy Chriſts agony and bloody (weet, by his croſs and 
paſſaor, by his death and burial, to bury thy un- 
clean defires, and inordinate affe&ions, and to 
to dedicate thy ſelf, and all thou haſt, to his 
ſervice. . Here is repreſented the greateſt love 
that ever was vouchſafed to men ; here the Son 
of God appears all bloody to fright thee from 
thy ſins; here Chriſt 1s, as 1t were, crucified 
before thine eyes, that remembring what it was 
that brought him to his Croſs, thou 22a" ſt mourn, 


as one that mourns for his onely ſou. Here Chrilp'? 


appexs laden with all the bleſſings of Heaven; :} y 
here the everlaſting Trinity ſeems to uſe its ut--E- 


moſt endeavours to perſwade thee into a hea- 


venly converſation: here the deſert of ſin isdil- 
cover'd in the wounds and torments of an infi- 
nite God; and hither thou comeſt, O-my Soul, 
to renew thy Baptiſmal vow ; hither thou com- 
eſt to enter into a ſolemn Covenant with God, 
and faithfully to promiſe him to refign thy ſelf 
| entirely 
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entirely to him ; to fall out with. him no more, 
to.defile thy garmenrs no more; to diſhonour, 
to betray him no more; to be faithful to him, 


| to vindicate his glory, to eſteem his friends as 


thy friends, and his enemies asthy enemies; and 


to liveup to thoſe Laws which he hath ſealed 


with his own blood : to this end, thou ecateſt of 
his Bread, and drinkeſt of his Wine ; and thus 
thou ſealeſt the Covenant. Doſt not thou re- 
member, O my Soul, how the world was loſt 
by eating of forbidden Tree? Behold, ty 
eating of this Tree of Life, thou ſhalt be {aved 
for eyer; in the breaking of the Conſecrated 
read, thou feeſt, how Chriſt's Body was broke 
for thee, in pouring out of the Hallow'd Wine, 
thou ſeeſt, how Chriſt's Blood was ſpilt for thee; 
when the holy Bread is reach'd out to thee, thou 
ſkeſt Chriſt reaching out: his crucified Body to 
thee, that thou may'ſt ſee in his hands the prizt 
of the nails, and put thy finger into the prixt of 
is nails, and thruft thine hand into his ſide, and 
ſhelter thy ſelf under that wounded and mang]- 
ed Body, againſt the wrath and indignation of 


'F: God. When the Sacred. Wine is given. thee, 
- thou ſeeſt how Chriſt offers thee his Blood for 
"the remiflion of thy fins, Canſt thou hehold 


fo great a love, and not loſe thy reaſon in the 

admiration of its greatneſs? when thou ſeelt 
ſuch condeſcenfion , ſuch kindnefs, ſuch com- 
paſſion, O canſt thou forbear crying out, Omy 
Lord! what dol ſee? what mean theſe longings 
of Almighty God after my. happineſs ? what 


means 
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ing, to be at all this charge and pains to make 
me bleſſed > God, that might ſport himſelf with 
My everlaſting groans, what need he havecared 
whether I were ſaved orno? God, who can be 
happy without company, and needs no ſociety 
but his own; whence is it, that this mighty 
God humbles himſelf thus to duſt and aſhes, lays 
aſide his Robes' of Glory, and wooes me to be 
content to lie for ever in his Arms and Boſom? 
would noother remedy ſerve turn torecover me, 
but the death of the Son of God ? God,on whoſe 
Laws I have trampled, whoſe Authority I have 
ſlighted, whoſe promiſes and threatningsI have 
undervalued, that he ſhould be thus concern'd 
for my weltare, and contrive how to advance 
me unto Glory, and contrive it by ſuch ſtupen- 
dious means too! Will God ſuffer, that I may 


not? will the Eternal die, that I may not fall 


a prey to theſecond death? will God becrown'd 
with thorns, that I may wear an incorruptible 
Crownof Glory? will God be affronted,abus'd,; 
and ſcorn'd, that I may inherit glory, and hon- 
our, and immortality 2 what manner of love is 
this? where 1s the ſpring of it ? what's the im- 
pulſive cauſe of it? howfull of miraclesis every 
circumſtance here? how pleaſant isthis contem- 
plation? What! God love a little  ſlime-and 
earth? O-my God! how wonderful is thy love? 
it is all Ocean, here is no ſhore'to ſet my feet 
on! Be aſtoniſhed at it, O ye Heavens, and trem- 
ble, O thou Earth: the Eternal, the Immienſe 
ELIE | Creator 
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meansthis induſtry of that incomprehenſible Be: 
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Creator of Heaven and Earth, ſtoops to a miſ 
erable Creature! the God, who fills Heaven 
and Earth with his Preſence, bows down to a 
poor inconſtderable Worm | hethat fits on the 
Circle of the Earth, and before whom all the 
lahabitants of the Earth are as Graſhoppers , 
humbles himſelf to take notice of a poor for- 
lorn Wretch! Here is love indeed. Stay we 
with flaggons, comfort me with apples; my head 
grows giddy with the Precipice: here is an 
abyfs of love, which I cannot fathom 5 my head 
ſwims at the ſight of itz Senſe can furniſh ce 
with nothing like it, I am filenc'd ; here is a 
love anſwersall arguments that are brought for 
going onin fin. Help me, O thou bleſſed Spirits 
help me, O thou who art fairer than the Child- 
ren of Men ; help me, thou who art all Love 
and Lifez help me to admire thy love. In this 


love area thouſand charms 3 in this love are om- 


nipotent enforcives tolove God above a'l the 
world. Run, O my Soul, run into this Ban- 
queting-houſe, the Banner whereof is love. Is 
it ſo, and muſt thou have periſh'd, and been 
undone for ever, if the Son of God had not 
come in the fleſh, and expiated thy crimes, and 
doth not Almighty love deſerve thy love? ſee 
how the ambitious love the applauſe of men, 
and wilt not thou love him who is brighter than 
the Sun? See how the rich man is enamour'd 
with bis ſtately Palace, and canſt not thou love 
him, who hath done that for thee, which no 
Friend,. no Money, no Gold, no Silver a | 

| | ave 


have purchas'd, viz. reconciled thee to an of- 
fended God? wilt thou {light this love, and 
| hope to go unpuniſh'd ? wilt thou make this 
love a refuge for wiltul fins, and hope for the 
light of Chriſt's countenance? will not he, who 
loved thee beyond all preſidents and examples, 
double and treble his indignation upon thee ; 
if this love cannot melt thee-into a truly Spiri- 
tual life? Could the Devils but have.ſuch an 
offer, of being partakersof the love of Chriſt, 
how would they rejoyce and triumph, and love; 
and honour, and obey their God again, as once 
they did when they were inhabitantsof Heaven! 
and wilt thou be worſe than a Devil, and ſpurn 
at that Love which Angels ſtand aſtoniſh'd at? 
Were it thine own caſe, O my Soul, wouldſt 
not thou revenge ſuch ingratitude with all the 
ſeverity imaginable, and doom the Wretch that 
ſhould affront ſuch condeſcenfion, to the direſt 
| flames? Be wiſe, O my Soul, and provoke not 
that God to ſwear in his wrath, that thou ſhalt 
neyer enter into hisreſt, who flees unto thee on 
the wings of mercy to embrace thee ; thou canſt 
Never have a moreglorious fight of God's love, 
on this ſide Heaven, than is diſcover'd to thee 
in this Sacrament 3 and r1fever thou wouldſt be 
perſwaded to reſign thy ſelf entirely to thy 
Bleſſed Redeemer, make his Will thy Will, and 
deſire what he deſires, and hate what he hates, 
and loye what he loves. O come hither to the 
Croſs, and ſee the Son of God weeping for thy 
fins z come hither, and fee him ſweat — 
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blood for thy iniquities,atid offering thee pardon 
and reconciliation, and peace with God, and 
accefs.to the Throne of Grace; and union and 
communion with him; and if this benot enough 
a Title to.cternal happineſs, or a right to that 
Throne himfelf doth fit on. 


But why fo backward, O my Sonl, to come 
to the Table of thy Lord, where thon may'(E 
drink Wine and Milk without Money, and with- 
out Price z where thou may 'ft be ſatisfied as withi 
marrow and fatneſs, and eat of the living Bread, 
whereof whoever eats, ſhall live for ever ? haſt 
thou forgot the peremptory command of Chriſt, 
Do this in rementbrance of me 9 Isthisremems-. 
bring thy deareft Friend, to think of him ſo- 
lemnly bat once or twice a year? ſhouldſt not 
thou. remember him as often as thou haſt an op-. 
portunity ? Should thy Saviour remember thee 
no oftner, thari thou doft his death and paſliton, 
how fearfal would thy condition be? canſtthou \ 
reprefent hislove toooften tothy mind andatfes 
(ions? canſt thou remember thy finsthatbrought 
him tothe Crofs, too often ? art thou aftaid of 
thinking too much of this Love , and conſe- 
quently of beihg too Religions? art thou afraid 
of being tao much enamour'd with this Jeſus? 
art thou afraid that thefight of his broken Body 


will break thy heart too much? art thou afraid 


that the ſight of his effufed Blood, will make 


thee pour otit tag many Tears, and Prayers,and 
Praifesof bislove'? Conſidering how _ 
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dead thou art, thou hadſt need come frequently 
to the Croſs to have thy affections fuppled and 


ſoftned with' this precious Bloud : how frail is 


thy memory, and 1s it not fit, thou fſhouldft 
refreſhit often with the ſight of Chriſt's incom- 
p: ehenſible loye? Art thou afraid of renewing 
thy Repentance, thy Faith, thy Hope, thy 
Charity, too- oftee'? The oftner thou doſt re- 
fort to this bleſſed Communion, the greater will 
be thy acquaintance with: thy beſt of Friends; 
the greater ſenſe thou wilt get ot the need and 
want of him, the greater encouragement thou 
wilt find to imitate him in his Holineſs, Meck- 
neſs, Patience, and Humiltty ; and: the greater 
aſlurancethou wilt get of his Love, and Favour, 


. and Pardon, and evelaſting Mercy : and are theſe 


bleſſings to be ſcorn'd arid 'undervalu'd ? thou 
pretendeſt want of preparation, but whoſe fault 
1s it that thou art not prepar'd 2 what can hin- 
der thee from preparation, but love to fin? and 
ſhall love to a ſenſual careleſs life, hinder thee 
from laying hold of the greateit Treaſure 2 will 
this plea hold, when thou ſhalt appear before 
the great Tribunal? O my Soul, this 1s to excuſe 
fin by fin, and to deſpiſe God's Ordinance, - be- 
cauſe thou deſpiſeſt his commands; and how will 
this aggravate thy folly one day, and fill thee 
with ſhame and horrour! O play not with ever- 
laſting Mercy, let not buſineſs hinder thee from 
advancing thy Spiritual and Eternal Intereſt; 
remember what became of the men, that pre» 
tended they had Farms to ſee, and Oxen way, 
5g - | 2 
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and Wiyes to marry, when they were invited 
to the Supper of the Lamb z canſt thou think of 
the Proteftation of the Maſter of the Feaſt, #- 
=_ thefe ſtubborn Wretches, and not cofi- 
clude; thy Fate by their being excluded-fror 
God's favour for ever? if it bea fenſeof thy owtr 
vilenefs and unworthineſs that keeps thee away, 
thou miſtakeſt,* and miſreprefenteft the good- 
neſs of thy Lord and Mafter. No perfonsmore 
fvelcome at this Table, than the* humble and 
broken-hearted ; none meer with a more fa- 
vourable reception than the poor in fpirtt 3 theſe 
the crucift'd Jeſus prays for on his Crols, Father,” 
forgive them; and the everlaſting Father hears; 
and faith'to them, Be of good cheer, your ſims are 
forgiuen you. Ns | 
V. It prepares & mian for an Angelical life here 
0n Earth; tor he that frequently confiders ant 
contemplates the Joys, the Triumphe, the Scep- 
tres , the Crowns, the Diadernsof yonder Ring-- 
dom, the eyerlafting love , and peace and ſxtis* 
faction, which Angets and glorified Saints enjoy, 
cannot but think himſelf, during that confider- 
ation, inf Heaven, and participating of that con- 
tent and frappinefs, which 1s pofſeſſed by the' 
general aſſembly of the Firft-born which are 
writtentn Heaven.  Tndeed thisisto makeEarth 
a Heaven, and to change this Wilderneſs imfo 
a Paradiſe, a Cloſet into the Seat of Glory, and 
a Defart into thoſe Regions of Bliſs and Hap= 
pinefs. How hke af Angel may that manlive; 
that 1s poſter engaged in fach Confidcrations as 
= Cos 2 thee; 
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theſe. : Heaven! what do T hear? Heaven! the 
harbour; of. all laden and wearied: Souls! Hea- 
ven | the end of all my ſorrow and miſeries! 
Heaven {the Port I have ſeen failing to theſe ma- 
ny years! Heaven ! the inheritance of tholſe.that 
keep. themſelves unſpotted from the world ! Hea- 
ven! the reſt of God's Servants, and the habi- 
tation of the Moutners- in $70, / Heaven ! the 
great mark of my Defires,, the Anchor of my 
Hope, the Foundationot my Confidence ! Hea- 
ven! the Univerſity, where we ſhall know even 
as weare known! How undiſturb'd, how quiet 
do. all the inhabitants of thoſe bleſfied Man- 
fions live! there reſt thoſe. Saints, who were 
made as the filth of the World, and as the off- 
ſcouring of all things; how different are the 
thoughts .of God from thoſe of the World ? 
Theſe men the World regarded not ; behold 
God remembers them, and when he makes up, 
his Jewels, ſpares them, as a man would ſpate 
his own Son. that ſerves him! There reſts that 
Mary Magdalen, that ſtood behind Chriſt at his 
feet, weeping, and waſhing his feet with her 
tears, and did wipe them with the hair of her 
head, and kifſs'd them, and anointed his head 
with. ointment. There reſts that Lazarw, who 
deſired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from 
the rich man's Table. There reſts that Davzd, 
that made his bed to ſwim, and water'd his 
couch with his rears. There reſt all the Pro- 
phets of old, who through Faith ſubdned King- 
doms, wrought righteouſneſs, obtained promiſes, 
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ſtopped the mouths of Lions, quenched the wio- 
lence of the fire, eſcaped the edge of the ſword, 
out of weakneſs were made ſtrong, waxed valiant 
in fight, turned to flight the Armies of the Ali- 
ens, Therereſt all thoſe Souls, that look'd tor 
the-blefied hope, and the glorious appearance 
of their Saviour Jelus Chriſt. There reſt all . 
thoſe Martyrs and Confeſlors, that were ready, 
not only to luffer, but to die alſo, for thename 
of the Lord Jeſus. There they reſt, encircled 
with an eternal calm. There they teſt, in- 
compals'&with an innumerable company of An+ 
gels. - There they reſt, ſurrounded with the 
Gracious Preſence of a mercitul God. There 
they reſt f. om all the cal»mnies, and ſlanders 
of this poor envious World. There they ref 
from all Darkneſs, in Eternal Light, and in 
the beams of the Sun of R*zhteouſneſs for 
eVEr. | 
Awake, O my Soul, awake, .advance into 
yonder regions of Glory, retire into- yonder. 
Paradiſe, leave this World, and and goe high- 
er; let thy thoughts tranſcend the Sun, and 
Moon,and Stars; get before the Throne of God 3 
takea view of the ſtill waters, whereof the vaſt 
Armies of Glorified Spirits drink, where they 
are, there are no Wolves, no Tygers, no Bears, 
no Lions, as in this barren wilderneſs; in thoſe 
happy ſhades isno noiſe, but that of Halelnjahss 
no: diſcontent, no War, no diſſeritions inhabit 
there; there all agree, there Ephraim isno more 
againſt 22arafe, nor Mraſſe againlk Ephraiz, 
£038 » Eb» Ce'3 --- - nor 
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'nor they both againſt Jyds, but all are delight- 
ed with theeyerlaſting Glory and Love of God ; 
there they hunger and thirſt no more. Won- 
derful change! Here, O my Soul, thou art ever 

hirſtiong after God, as the dry Land thirfteth 
after water; there thoy ſhajt be ſatisfied with 
him to all Eternity 3; here thou Jangeſt after 
the hidden Manza, there jt will never be taken 
from' thee; here, like Solomons Bride, by night 
an thy Bed thou ſeekeſt him, who is altogether 
lovelyzthere his Beauty and Preſence will raviſh 
thee for ever. Here, though thy deſires after 
the Bleſlings of Gads lefr hand be ſubordinate 
fo thy deſires after ſpiritual Mercies , and 


thy efteem. of God, prepondexates, and is- 


higher, than thy eſteem of any outward felici- 
ties; yet, while ſo nearly allied to Senſe, thou 
eanſt not ſo abandon Nature, as to have nq 
longings at all after external comforts, and con- 
venencies; byt in Heaven, all periſhings ſub- 
Junary objects are forgotten, there thoſe Friends 

nd Relations, thoſe Children, thoſe Honours, 
thoſe Riches, which too often made 'toq great 
an encroachment on thy Loye, will be nq at- 
traftives; there thou wilt be contented with- 
out Bread, ſatisfied without Drink ; the want 
of Cloaths will .not trouble thee., thou wilt 
have nobler friends, than Father, and Mother, 
- and' Brethren, and Siſters, ta conyerle withal, 
nobler Foad, thanthe Delicacies of this World; 
nobler attire; than Silk, or the ſofteſt Down 
gan make; there will be no. need af contriv- 
Ing hoy to get a liyelyhood ; Palaces will not 
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tempt thee, Gardens wall not entice thee, Gold 
will nor dazle thee, the greatneſs of the World 
will affect thee no more than Pebles ; 'theglit- 
tering Diamond will make no imprefſhons on 
thee, and all thy wants and neceſſities, will 
be fully ſupplyed by an immortality of Joy, 
and Glory. Here the warm Sun of Proſperity 
makes thee ſometimes forget, and neglect-the 
great work of thy Salvation, makes thee apt 
to grow weary of Faſting and Prayer, and Mor- 
tification, and Selfdenial, gnd apt .to yield 
unto Satans Temptations 3 but there the Temp- 
ter muſt tempt thee no more, he dares not ſully 
thoſe Chriſtalline walks with his ſteps, he dares 
not come nearthat Holy place, it's paſt his kill, 
how to incommode, or moleſt, a glorified Spi- 
rit. Here, often like Jonas, thou fitteſt rejoy- 
cing under thy Gourd, or Vine, and while thou 
art ſolaceing thy ſelf, the Gourd withers, and 
the Sun ſcorches thy Body, and thou growelt 
faint; there this annoyance will havean end, 
there. thou wilt livs above the Sun, and that 
which is now thy Ceiling, ſhall be then thy 
Footſtool. On Earth, when Chriſt is pleaſed 
to communicate himſelf unto thee, its here 4 
little. , and there a, little, and he gives thee but 
ſprinklings of his ;Grace, for while thou art in 
this Tabernacle of; Fleſh, thou art not capacious 


enough to receive(or entertain that ſtupendious 


Light in its full Vertue, and Power, and Ma- 


into Duſt, and Atomes, and 
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thou ſbalt be freed from thy Priſon, and live 
Bke thy (elf, all Underſtanding, all Intelled.all 
Spirit, the Sun that ſhines, 1n che higheſt Hea- 
vens, 'and irradiates the Throne of God, even 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, will then revea] himſelf 
£o thee, in his'full iplendor and Glory, thine 
Eyes will then be ſtrong enough to look upon 
that glorious, and immenſe Globe af Light, and 
thop ſhalt be like unto the Angels of God thy 
extravagant paſtions wi'l then ceale for ever, 
thy griet, thy ſoftows will haye no admittance 
info thole Sears of Bhs, thou'lt be refined then 
from all thoſe turbulent motions, which do now 
ſo often diſcompoſe thy reſt. Here the'death 
of a near Relation, troubles thee, there thoy 
wilt be above aj) trouble and vexation; here 
thine anger, like that of Moſes, doth often wax 
hot, becaule thou ſeeſt thy God diſhonoured, 

nd his Commands trampled upon ; there thou 
File ſce no ſuch diſmal ſights 3 here a fin thou 
fall'ſt into againſt thy will, makes thee wiſh 
for Riyers of Tears, there' *hy grief will be bu- 
ried in eternal exultations, there thy paſſions 
w1ll all be calm'd, and, like | water after a ſtorm, 
Jogk ſmooth, and quiet 5 bi: will be no diſor; 
derin thy affections, bat like a Quire of tune- 
able Voices, 'they'l meet in jeverlalting harmo- 
Ny 3 there noaffliion myſt come after thee:Here, 
with. Moſes, thy Body may te thrown into the 
Waxer.with Foſephcaſtinco Prifon, wjth Shadrach, 
| Meſchek, an. Jbednggo, flun 7 INt9 a fiery Far- 

pace, with Diniclt hurried irhto - a Ligns Den, 
he ſtoned 
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ſtoned with the Prophets, Crucified with'S. Peter 
thrown down from a Precipice with St. James, 
caſt into a Kettle of boyling Oil with St. Johr, 
thruſt through with a Lance as St. Thomas, bound 
to a Tree with St. Andrew,flead with St. Bartholo- 
mew, burnt with Polycarp, torn by wild Beaſts 
with Ignatizs, in all which. afflicions thou 
canſt. not but ſympathize with thy individual 
companion, for, it's by thee , that thy Body 
feels the rorments it endures; bur, in that / 
Heaven , that glorious Heaven, no Enemy 
can reach thee, no Devil fright thee, no 
ftorm ſurprize thee, no Monarch frown 
on. thee, no fickneſs break thee, no di- 
ſtemper cruſh thee, no age waſte thee, no dan- 
ger ſhake thee, no Tyrant threaten thee, no Li- 
ons meet thee, no Tyger tear thee, no Sword 


pierce thee , no publick commotions ſtartle 
thee; the Sun ſhall not light on thee, nor an 


heat, for thou art ſecyre under the ſhadow of 
the Almighties wings for ever. The Lamb, 
which is in the mid(t of the Throne ſhall feed 
thee by his everlaſting ſociety ; here it is, A 
little while and you ſhall not ſee me, and again, 4 


little while and you ſhall ſee me 5 but there, with 


open face, and without a Glaſs, thou wilt look 
upon his Majeſty tor ever: here Chriſt comes, 
and departs, there he will never remove out 
of thy "or there his everlaſting loye will ſup- 
port thee, there his kindneſs will be ſubje& ta 
'Clouds' and Eclipſes no more, there thou wils 
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This is that Lamb, that will give thee to drink 
of hiseverlaſting Springs, Springs which can ne- 
ver be drawn dry ; Springs, which can no more 
decay, than the Son of God decays; he is the 
everlaſting Fountain of Delight , and in this 
Fountain , thou ſhalt bathe and recreate thy 
{elf for ever, his Attributes , his Kingdom, hig 
Beauty, ſhall charm and raviſh thee for ever ; 
there thou ſhalt be in an everlaſting extaſie of 
joy, there thou wilt not need to cry out with 
St. Bernard, Hold Lord, for my heart is not able 
to contain thoſe Joys, which thou doſt ſo liberally 
poxr out upon 7; that everlaſting Fountain of 
joy and content, and fatisfaQtion, ſhall both fill 
and enable thee to bear that fulneſs of joy and 
light, which hall then appear unto thee ; the 
remembrance of Chriſt's Merits, and Benefits , 
and what Chrif# hath done for thee, will then 
tranſport thee into everlaſting Praiſes and Ce- 
Jebrations of his Goodneſs, Songs as endleſs as 
thy duration will be, The Riyers that water 
that Garden of God, ſhall be a perpetunm mobile, 
running and flowing to all Eternity. In this 
Paradile are Jiving, no ſtanding Waters ; when 
Millions of Ages are paſt, thy Glory ſhall beſtill 
green, and lively, and after many thouſands of 
years, thy happineſs, like Aaro-'sRod,ſhall bud 
and bloſſom, and bear Fruit. O my Soul, when 
that inexhauſtible Fountain fades, then, and 
. nat till 'then, need'{t thou be afraid , that thy 
delights will fade 3 there God will put an end 
to all thy Tears 3 What Rhetorick can reach 
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the Tears which a deep ſenſe of thy Spiritual 
poverty did force from thee, the Tears which 
Tribulation and Anguiſh did command from 
thine Eyes,theſe will all then be waſh'd away. 
How amiable are thy Tabernacles, Lord God of 
Hoits ! my Soul longeth , yea even fainteth 
for the Courts of the Lord : my Heart and 
my Fleſh cryeth out for the lining God , When 
ſhall I come to appear before thee When ſhall 
| ſhake off this clogg of the fleſh, and praiſe 
thee day and night in thy Temple 2 When ſhall - 
[ be. freed from this Earth and Droſs, and da 
thy Will, O my God, without Lett, or Inter» 


Fupton f 


| © my Soul ! Doſt thou believe ſuch a Hea- 


'yen, where no good ſhall be abſent, and, Canſt 


thou be hunting after the husks, and empty 
ſhells of ſenſual pleaſure ? How little do the 
Inhabitants of that New Jer»ſalez: mind the 
Pomp and Grandeur of this World? they have 
nobler objects to mind, and more delightful 
employments to take up their minds and 
thoughts : Did(t thou live more in this Hea- 
yen, O my Sou!, How would(t thou look down 
upon this Earth, as an inconfiderable trifle? 
How little wouldſt thou regard what Man can 
do.unto thee? How contentedly might'ſt thou 
part with all that the World counts dear and 
precious, for Chriſt his ſake, as knowing, that 
there is laid yp for thee the Crown of Righte- 
— ouſneſs, 


the favour ? the Tears thou did(t ſhed for fin, | 
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Ouſneſs. which the Righteous Judge will give 
to thee one day, and not only to thee, but to 
all thoſe that love his appearance ? Look up- 
on the Primitive Martyrs, O my Soul, ti ey 
broiled in Flames, but look'd upon that Hea- 
ven, and ſmiled. St. Stepher hath a thouſand 
Stones flying about his Ears, but looks upon 
that Heaven, and the Glory of Gad appears up- 
on his face. Abraham ſojourns in the Land of 
Promiſe, as in a ſtrange Countrey, dwelling in 


Tabernacles with Iſaac and Facob, but looks for 


A City which hath foundations, and goes on 
triumphing. Moſes, ſuffers affliftion with'the, 
People of God , but hath reſpect unto the re- 
compenſe of Reward, and eſteems the reproach 
of Chriſt greater riches than all the Treaſures of 
Egypt. The Apoſtles are ſcourged, and beaten 
for the teſtimony of Jeſ#s, but look upon this 
Heaven, and depart from the Council, rejoycing, 
becauſe they were counted worthy to ſuffer for 
the Name of the Lord Jeſus. St. Paul, five 
times of the Jews receives forty ſtripes fave 
one, thrice is he beaten with rods, once he is 
ſtoned, thrice he ſuffers ſhipwrack, a night and 
a day he 1s 1n the deep, in journeyings often, in 
cold, and nakedneſs; but, What atls the Man? 
he fings, his heart dances for joy, under all 


theſe troubles. O my Soul, he ſaw, he faw,. 


that his light afflition which was but for a-mo- 
ment, would work for him, a far more exceed- 
ing, and eternal weight of Glory, 
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O my God, give me but my portion in'this 
Heaven, and I defire no more; Come what will 
come, Sword, Fire, Impriſonment, Hunger, Thirſt, 
Nakedneſs, Diſgrace, Reproach, Perils by Sea , 
and Perils by Land, Enemies,Devils, Fiends, Po- 
verty, Sickneſs, Exile, &c. Here 1s a Jewel, will 
counterballance all. O give me but a Room 
in that great Houſe, made without hands, Eter- 
nal in-the Heavens, and then cut, burn, torture, 
and aftli& me, let ſtorms and tempeſts come,1'll 
fight againſt them with my Title to that Inhe- 
ricance, which fades not away: thisſhall quench 
all the fiery Darts of the Devil, this ſhall: bear 
up my head above water, this ſhall huſh all my . 
diſcontented thoughts 3. this ſhall be my refuge 
in a (ſtorm, my hiding place in flames,my portion 
1n poverty, my pillow in great anguiſh, my li- 
berty-in priſon, my cordial in temptations, my 


Elixir in a (woon, my prop when I (ſtumble, my 


Laurel when it thunders; my Rock in perſecu- 
tion, my Safeguard in deſtruction, my Light in 
the midſt of - darkneſs, my Goſhen in this Egypt , 
my Ship under the. fierceſt Billows, my Shield 
when I am aſſaulted, my Helmet when I am in 
danger, my encouragement when I do relift,my 
Crown when I conquer, my Manna in the 
Wilderneſs, my Food in the Deſart, my Rofe 
to ſmell to in a Dungeon , my Guide in my 
Journey. , my Pole-Star, in my voyage, my 
Staff in my Pilgrimage, my Song in my miſery, 
my All, when Death and Hell conſpire 1nto my 


ruine. | 
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fecular affairs and buſineſſes. Confideration, as 
it is a very great improvement of Man's Rea- 
{on, ſo it cannot but be very uſeful to him, in 
governing his fecular affairs with' diſcretion. 


Conlideration makes a Man maſter of his Rea- 


ſon;'and that Man muſt needs a& more wilcly, 


_ that hath his Reaſon at command, than he thac 


makes it-a ſlave to cyery flattering paſſion; and 
finceit'is-confefled , that the fear of God hath 
that influence upon all humane affairs, that it 
difpoſes'ia Mani to'a wiſe and prudential ma- 

emetit of theni, Conſideration muft of ne- 
ceflity be of the fame Virtue, and Efficacy, fot 
this fear of God 1s the inimediate product of 
Confideration. T deny nor, but Men, wiſe in 
Spiritual, are not alwayes ſo in Temporal con- 
cerns, for either their ſcrupulous Coriſciences, 
or-fear-of having their hearts carrted Out too 
much-after the World, or their giving them- 
{elves wholly to' Heavenly employments, may 
make them careleſs and unmindful of things be- 
longing'to this World , but fill inits nature 
and tendency, this circumfpeRtion'in things, 
which concern a Chriſtians Soul, is able to ſhed 
wiſdom and diſcretion, into his carriage and be- 
haviour, to things which appertain to this pre- 
fent life; hence, from-a Man who ſeriouſly con- 
fiders he hath a Soul tobe ſaved, you may ex- 
pet great order in his Family, a prudent fore- 
fight of dangers, and a moderate care to ſhut 
chem, great temper in diſcourſe, and exaet Ju- 
9 | 4 


- 


| 
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ſtice in his. dealings, and rendring to all 
their Dues , Tribnte to whom Tribute is due, Cu- 


flom to whom Cuſtom, Fear to whom Fear, Ho- 


nor to whom Honor 5 As the Apoſile's phraſe is, 
Rom, 13.7. | 

In all probability it was the attentive conſt- 
deration of his Spiritual concerns, that made 
Daz#d both valiant and prudent in matters, as 
he is call'd, x Same. 16. 18, and, to what can 
we aſcribe Joſeph's and Daziet's diſcteet Go- 
vernment of themſelves, and their ſecular affairs, 
but to that Piety and Goodneſs, which , by 
long, and ferious confideration, they had fetled 
in their Breaſts. Whez a Man's wayes pleaſe the 
Lord , he tnakes even his very enemies to be at 
peace with bim, 1. e. He doth not only by an ex- 
traordinary providence, turn their hearts to- 
wards him, but infuſes wiſdom and diſcretion 
tnto his'Soul, ſo to behave himſelf towards his 
enemies, that they cannot but bury their ha- 
tred, and return to their former friendſhip,and 
civility, Prov. 16, 7. He that conſiders his 
wayes, with reference to his Eternal ſtate and 
condition , his wayes cannot but. pleaſe the 
Lord, and ſuch wiſdom, if he ſtand not in his 
own light, will ſurely fall to his ſhare, and 
hereof we need no other proof, but common 
experience. :5 

'The Man , who truly minds his everlaſti 
intereſt, and ſo confiders the account he mu 
give to God, when this life is ended, as to pro- 
vide for that great and dreadful Audit, _— 
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Himſelf obliged to uſe what cautiouſtiefs he can, 
that he may not wrong his God, his Soul, and 
his Neighbor 3 and this cautiouſneſs cannot but 
make him prudent in his Secular Vocation; 
Hence ſuch a Man hath commonly his Wife , 
Children, and Servants, in better order than 0o- 
ther Men,and mingles that ſweetneſs and kind- 
neſs, with his gravity or ſeverity , that they 
. may have . encouragement to love him, and 
dread offending a farr greater Maſter in Hea- 
ven; there is not that diſcontent, that-emula- 
tion, that ill language, th®: backbiting; that 
Juxury, that extravagance, that tumult in ſuch 
-a Mans Family, as is to be obſerved in Houſes, 
where little of God and Eternity 1s regarded. 
Such a- perſon ſpends in his houſe no more but 
.what is decent and convenient,and ſo provides 
for thoſe. of his- own Houſhold, as not to for- 
-get doing: good to the Lewite, and to the Wi- 
dow, and to tbe Fatherleſs, Deut. 14. 28, 29. 
'His Speech is commonly with Grace, ſeaſon'd 
-with Salt, . full of meekneſs and gravity, and 
[therefore 'lefs offenſive, and he takes heed that 
it -may hotbe laid to.his charge, that he hath 
.-btſtow'd more to feed: his pride, and luxury, 
'than Chriſ#'sHiſtreſſed Members 3 and, in pub- 
-hek-affairs,-or places of great Truſt, facha Man 
as minds, firſt Heaven, and then Earth; uſually 
diſcovers: fat. preater-wiſdom,'in management of 
-State-affairs, thanithoſe who firſt mind. Earth, 


-and Heaven, when they have nothing elſe to]; 
-do:for his Principles lead-him fo. ro carry} 


himſelf 
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reat and glorious, and beneficial for theRealm 
he governs: and, as a Prince, may confide.in 
ſuch a perſon, more than in a ſenſual Man, ſo he 
hath reaſon to believe, that all things will pros 
ſper, better ip. tiis hand, than in the others,bes 
cauſe he firſt ſeeks the Honor of God, and thea 
the happineſs of bis King, and.the Honor of 
that Nation beis a Member of; which is a thing 
ſo pleaſing jo. GodAhat there,is nothing morg 
frequent with himgthan to bleſs ſuch honeſt ene 
deayours, and tocrown them with ſucceſs.an 
proſperity. W233 3000-3 2 EI DTD 

And certainly, he that can confider, how tg 
keep himſelf from the eyerlaſtiog evil, may;with 
greater caſe, ,preyent temporal miſchief, and 
danger; which depend upon the imprudence of 


- | his ations; he that can row againſt theStreami, 


may, with greater facility, row with itz he that 
can chearfully go up the Hill, will find na great 
difficulty in going down he that cati do that 
which his Nature hath more than ordinary aver- 
flon from, ,may more eaſt}y db that which bis 
nature hath a ſtrong byaſs and inclination fo : 
and he, whole mind will ſerve him torurn away 
the ever-burning wrath of Almighty God, can- 


| not want judgment and prudence to prevent 


the yvrath and anger of thofe Men he converſes 

withal : and he that can, by ſerious confiderati- 

en, make ſure of a feat in Heaven, cannot want 

Power to conſider, _ manage the _ 
| Co 


gy * 
to Man, as not to affront his Godyany | 
to m_ his King to nonung but what is,truly 

t 
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God hath given him in this World, to Gods 
Glory, and his Neighbors good : and though 
Men that are very conſideratein their Soul con- 
cerns, do-not always uſe that prudence we have 
mention'd inthe concerns of this prefent World ; 
yer it is ſufficient, that if they wilt make uſe of 
that light , and thoſe arguments, which their 
reaſon thus improved by conſideration , doth 
Furniſh them withal, they may moſt certainly ar- 
ive to this wiſdom, and diſcretion in ſecular 
concerns and. bufinefſes , which we have been 
ſpeaking of, Indeed, it's vety rational, that he 
Hae exerciſes his reaſon much,and examines the 
pature, ends, cauſes, circumſtances and conſe- 
quences of things, as he muſt do, that ferioufly 
conſiders the things that belong unto his ever- 
Jaſting peace; ſhould arrive to more than ordj- 
vaty wifdom' in other things, and that he that's 
 pfiident' if the greater, ſhould be able to pro- 
<eed' prudentially in leffer matters; that he 
who faithful in much, ſhould be faithful in a lit- 
He alſo ;and that he who is juſt in the true Riches, 
ould be very juſt in the Mammon of unrighteoufe 


'#(ſs too,as wertead, Luk, 16. 10,11. 
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A pathitical Exhortatio® to Me#, who ate jet 

ſtrangers to « ſeriows, religious life, to conſider 
their wajes ; the wilfulneſt of their ntgle&, how 
dangerons it is How inexcuſable they are, how 
inhut#are to God; and their own Souls ; How 
reaſonable Gods requeſts are , and how juitly 
God may turi that port of tonſtderation he 
bath given them , into blindneſs and hardni{$ 
of heart; ſince they make ſo ill a uſe of it,&c; 


| A Nd how Reader, whoever thou art; that | 
"1 doeſt yet wallow;or allow thy ſelf in any 
known fin; and art not fincerely refolved to 
cloſe with the terins of Chriſt's Ereraal Goſpel; 
let me adjure thee, by the mercies of God, not 
to reject , or fuperciliouſly to. deſpife, what 
here we have propos'd. As thott art a Man ; 
ahd oweft civility to all Creattres, that have 
the fignature of Man upon thetii, bebut fo kind 
and ciyil to this Difconrfe, as to allow it ſorhe 
ſerivus thotghts. Either thoti haſt a rational 
Soul, or thon haſt not; If thou haſt, Tet me.en= 
treat thee, by the Boyvels of Jeſ#-, to confider ; 
whether this preſent World be all the Sphere 
that God intended it ſhould thove in; if it be 
not, and if how to cure the happineſs. of the 
World to come; be the chief thing this thy 
| Soul is defighned for, Why. wilt thot fruſtate 
© | God in hisexpettation? Why wilt thou gocofi- | 
«7 D4 2 fray 
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trary tO all Creatures, and wilt not proſecute 
the end for which thy Soul was made, and ſhet 
into thy Body? That there 18 ſuch a thing as a 
life to come, and an Eternity. of Joy and Tor- 
ment;. the one promiſed to a ſtrict and heaveri- 
ly converſation, the other threatned to a looſe 
and careleſs, or ſenſual life, cannot be call'd in- 
to queſtion by him, that ſhall impartially 're- 
fle& upon the premiſles : It's certain, the things 
which concern thay other Life, are+ not diſeo- 
ver'd by our ſenſes , and [therefore thou canſt 
not hope to be affected with them that way. It's 
thy reaſon only that can and muſt apprehend 
that future ſtate, and ſo apprehend it, as to 
work upon thy affeCtions. But which way isit 
poſſible thy reaſon ſhould ſo apprehend it, as ro 
fright thee from thy evil courſes, except it be 
improyd by Conſideration ? Sinner, Ido here, 
in the ptefence of God,conjurethee by all that's 
good, and holy, by the intereſt and welfare of 
thine own Soul, by all the Laws of {clF-intereſt, 
by the Revelations of the Son of God, by all 
that God ever did for Mankind, by that love 
which tranſcends the underſtandings of Men 
and Angels, by the groans of thoſe. miſerable 
Souls which are now in Hell, by all the.joys of 
Paradice, by the teſtimony of thine own Con- 
ſcience, by all the motions of God's Spirit in 
thy heart, by all the mercies thou doſt receive 
from Heaven, by that Allegiance thou _owelt 
to God, by that faithfulneſs thou oweſt to 
thine own Soul; I do moſt fcrioufly conjure 
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thee to tell me, whether thou art not able to 
conſider the evil of thy courſes, the beauty of 
God's ways, and the fad conſequences of ſen- 
ſuality 3 thou denicft thy own being, denieſt 
God's favour to thy Soul, denieſt the glory of 
thy Creation, denieft the moſt viſible and the 
moſt apparent thing in the World, if thou deni- 
eſt thy ability in this point; and if thou art 
able ro conſider fo much , What injuſtice can 
jt be in God to demand an account of this 
Conſideration? Wherein doth he do thee an 
injury, if he doth ask what thou haſt done 
with this power 2 Wert thou in God's ſtead , 
Wouldſt not thou require the ſame account of 
thy Servant, on whom thou hadſt beſtowed 
fuch a Talent 2 If thou art able, and wilt not 
take thy ſinfulneſs into ſerious conſideration , 
Can there be any thing more juſt in the World, 
than thy damnation 2 How eafie were it for 
thee'to lay home the danger thou art in; and 
ſeeing it is ſo ealie, How juſt isit with God tc 
ſet thee periſh in that danger thou art reſolv'd, 
in deſpight of all God's endeavours to the con- 
trary, to fall and ſink into? O Chriſtian, how 
dreadful will it be for thee, when Chriſt ſhall 
depart from thee, with this doleful exclamati- | 
on, How often would T have gathered thee, as 4 
Hem doth gather her Chickens under her Wings, 
and thon wouldeſt not * Wouldeſt not e this 1s. 
it that makes thy everlaſting torments jult. Q-. 
Sinner, that God ſhould' invite thee to Heaven, 
and thou pur him off with this Anſwer, I wi? 
NT Dd 3 not / 
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zot 1 that God ſhould cares thee to become hig 
Darling,and thon.yolunrarily and freely lift thy 
1elfin' the Catalogue of the DNeyils Fayourites I f! 
and Votarics 1 that God ſhould leaye nameang || Þ 
nntried, to melt thy ſtubborn heart, apd thou || ® 
deſperately fight againſt his Heaven! and when || 6 
ke would thruſt thee jnto it, violently break 
jooſe fram him, and lay farce upon damnation u 
How jnezcuſable will this make thee? What || © 
Man, what Angel, can, or dares plead for thee fr 
after ſuch horrid wilfulneſs?. by 4t thou ſhut'ſt. || fy 
up all mens campaſſion againſt thee, Were th 
thy errar an infirmity, or had invincible poor 0 
rance cauſed thy tolly, ſome or other poſſibly Þ| at 
might be moved to ſpeak in fayour of thy con- || 
ceriisz_ but that thou knowing the will of God, || ©! 
Forman, power to think what the end of thy || © 
courſes will be, and'pawer'to avoid the dan- |f f! 
ger, and power to pray for help, -a gracious | Al 
God to encourage thee, a glorious Reward to ff © 
entice thee, Eternity ta fright thee, the eyer- Q 
. laſting Gulph to ſtartle thee, ſhouldſt, in de- || 4 
{pight of all theſe Motives, wilfully and malici- i © 
only ſhun thine own cure} This is a malady, | V 
: WEh 1t creature can juſtly ſhed a tear, or 
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their own Children; but here-1s one deyours. 
himſelf, inhumane to a prodigy ! one that con- 
trives how to (hut himſelf oat of Heaven, plots: 
how to undermine his everlaſting Salvation, - 
and ſtudies how to ſink into-the dungeon. of 
deſperation. * | ol 395-56 ho 
Sirs, What is it that we are exhorting you; 
unto? Is it to dig down Mountains? l[s- it tq- 
exhauſt the Sea? Is it to pull down the Suns 
from his Orb? Is it to reverſe. the courſe of Na+; 
ture 2 -Is it to work Miracles ? 'Is it to unhingei 
the Earth, or to ſtop the flux-and- reflux of the” 
Ocean ? One would think, by the earneſineſs; 
and vehemency of expreſſions we are forced; to: 
uſe,that it muſt be-ſomething beyond the pawes 
of Man : but no, all that we keep this ſtir for, is 
only, 'that you would conſent ta be happy,conrs 
trive: how. to inherit an- incorruptible Crown; 
and-think ſeriouſly how to eſcape your own;; 
torment; and needs there any infreaty fot this? ; 
One. would think:you ſhould run to us, break 
down the doors of our habitatians, pull us out; 
of our Studies, interrupt us though we were ne-- 
ver ſo buſie, and importune vs, as that Widow; 
did the Judge, and follow; us.day and night:ta} 
be ſatisfied, the thing is of that importance. And: 
Oj;idid you hutbelieve an Eternity; you would; 
doſe.:: Believe! Why whatſhould hinder your; - 
fron; believing dt 2: What' Arguments can you" 
defire that,you;: have not? Can- there be any; 
thing ſarer thanthe Word-of God 2. Can there, 
be:a | greater: Witneb. than the Son of, Gall >. 
SL NO Dd 4 God 


apt ors 


up, PP ANT TNeEtron ann 0 TT, ERIE PAELAIIYD 2 Cs, 


4 ” a DS 


454 "Tho Great Lav 
| God'cannot deceive you, he Tarinot impoſe up» 
onyol;heeannotdeludeyon z ire to believe. 
Him':: Though you- have nor-look'd imo Hell; I rg 
| ns age Lu es ane'; though'you have not || 11 
nithe Joys:sbove,. yet ſuch Joys there: are; || n 
and to conſider, to ſtudy.to ponder how. to ar-' || h 
rivett9.theto, is the great thing we preſs upon || H 
/ias: being ſenfible-of your danger, ſenſible || of 
that:denthi wt arreft you before you are aware: || G 
ofiic; ſenſible that many thoulandsate for 'ever. || 
miſrable for negleting ſuch-exhortarioris.* O' þ| fe 
Sts; wes do-hot'envy- your worldly happineſs; || y: 
waſſure-you, that itis not any grudge wei || 4: 
tzvepainſt your profperiry, that makes us put - || v: 
you'mn; mind of theſe uhwelcome Leſſons; we || ri 
haves God calling upon vs,toſtop you in your” || o1 
exfneſtne(s for: the iWorld; : woeito us, if we || be 
giveybu*ng warningt woe toyou, iff yetake! || is 
n&*warhing Tf niaking+provilionfor the-fleſh;: || of 
t& tolfil the luſts thereof, would make you hap= || d 
p38? if riotmgand drunkernnets,chambering and / || re 
wiitonnels, afid rolling inal the pleaſures-that- | un 
your fleſh-does promiſe, and your fancy pay ;- || {ci 
could contribure-any thing to your felicitys'if: 
ſslicingiyour. felves/ inthe wanton ſtreams-of 
ſdafktab-delights; wodkd'lead/you into'Paradiſez'! 
welyromile you; we:would :not'moleſt oridis 
fiwls you in 3ybur ways; nay, if you had-nov 
* Sls to-bei-ſaved:;,\did'your Spirits-diei with? 
your Bodics,! wewould nor fineyou in your” 
jaltieies:'- Bur Oh focanwe regd how the wrath 
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dlineſs arid 'unrighteouſneſs of men, and'fee 
ou fall a'prey to that indignation? ' Cin we 
read how tribulation'and anguiſh ſhall 'certain- 
ly-fall upon every Soul that doth evil, and 
not” ſpeak to you to prevent it ? 'Can we read; 
how the: Lord Jeſus will, ere long, come from 
Heaven" in flames'ot fire, to take vengeance 
of thoſe 'who have continued to difobey his 
Golpe];- and to puniſh them with everlaſting: 
ecltrution from 'the preſence of the Lotd, and 
from: the 'glory of his power, and not call to 
you, Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is of 
hand 2 Can we read how the uriprofitable Ser-' 
vant, that made not uſe of his Talent, but bu-' 
ried it under ground, and would not watch, 
or make himſelt ready ro meet his Maſter, ſhall 
be. thrown: into 'outward darkneſs, where there* 
is houling and gnaſhing of teeth,- and not beg 


| of you to trim your Lamps, and-ariſe from the: 


dead, that Chriſt may give'you light? Can we 
remember how many millions lie- now roaring” 
under the fears and terrors of their own Con- 
ſciences in another world , that would not be. 
perſwaded topartwiththeir darling boſome (ins, 
till death tore them-away from them, and''not' 
reſtifie unto you, leſt you alſo come into that! 
place-of torment >: Can we ſee you ſtand npon' 
the brink of :deſtrugion; and be ſo cruel, 'as' 
notto acquaint you with the bottomleſs gulpl 
char's underneath 2? Would'yow have us tobe 
as tyrannicalito you, as you are, to your'own: 


Fouls? -Or would you have us tapinto-ever® 
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(6a burnings with' you, for not reclaim- 
. ing you from-venturing into that fire ? | 


a Fine 


cere-.canſideration of- your gag CON- 


ein? What are you afraid of? Why. doyou | 


loiter ? Why. do you deliberate whether ye ſhall 
ar.no?. Why do ye diſpute the caſe? Why do 
' ye:ſtand muſing 2 What hinders you ? Is there 
any "impediment that yau may .not remove, if 
pn le Had: you: been buta quarter of an 
in Hell; would. not:you call all thoſe men. 

_ fots,; and fools, that-now excuſe their wilful 
negle&.of this; work ? Would not you ſee the 

y. _—_ theit,pretences. 2 /Would not you con- 
Ig that all (thoſe. pretended clogs are. meer 
pbwebs, which -may -be broke through with 
pe. to cateſt-eaſe?- Would you be-frighted from 

ty by. any- temporal loſſes, as now you 

_ Are you afraid. men will laugh at-you for: 
being ferious?: Had not you better be laygh'd 
at here, than bei ſcorn'd. by: God. and his holy 
Is to all; Eternity 2 Had not. you better be: 
jeerd. here, than have the: great:King of Hea- 
ven: laugh at-your endleſs calamity; : and mock: 
;your everlaſting fears.docome upon you'? 


KS) why ſhould, regard ſuch mens ſcorn any. 
more,.than the vghter of fools? | Alaſs!: they: 
are;diſtem perd.in! theirbrains, they ſee not the 
ing which: belongto their peace, they. know 
not what Religion; means! Will any man ke, 
c ſe 


over: Fae indy Piyinity, or Law, Or _ 


24> <4 


, what :1s it that doth diſcourage you from 
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becauſe the ignorant Peaſant 'ſneers at him? 


Will a Tradeſman leave his Calling , becauſe - 


ſuch a man makes Songs and Ballads upon't ? 
If you are perſuaded that Conlideration, and 


| looking after your Spiritual concerns, is the'way 


tq real happinels, will yau be miſerable, becauſe 
another man would not have you to be happy ? 
Will that man who laughs at you for deſpiling 
the World,fave you harmleſs at the day of Judg- 
ment } Will he bail you out, when God's thuny 
der ſhall break out upon all diſobedient (in- 
ners? Will he undertake for you, when God 
will be abuſed and mocked no longer, and the 
day of his wrath doth come? Will he by youx 
Advocate, when you ſhall have your Cons 
ſciences pleading againſt you? Alas, poor for- 
Jorn Wretches! he will nat be able to anſwer 


for himſelf, how then ſhould he plead your cauſes . 


and if he gan do you no ſervice, cannot ſecure 
you againſt the anger of the Almighty, why 
will you be perſuaded by the anger or diſplay 


' ſure of a man, though never ſo great and pows+ 
xrful, to omit that,on which your Eternal welfare 


doth depend? Pg 7 
Sinner, as light as thou makeſt now of this 


. ſerious reflexion on thy Spiritual concerns, thaw 


muſt conſider them one time or other ; if thou 
wilt not here, God will force thee to doit in 
Hell; whether : thou yilt or no: here Conſi- 
geration may do good, but there it yill but 
Aggrayae thy torments; hereit may ſnatchthee: 
Ike a brand gut of the fire, there it will 
"Ima 214.44 v2 66494 1.3 007 210 5 WR 


ered wo eg EY Own ATR AIC ow APR ts Of, AW Er 


increaſe thy flames; here it may be a meansto 
enlighten thee ,, there it will be a means to con- 
found thee for ever. Proud , ſelfconceited 
man, who canft find no time for ſerious Con- 
fideration here ! in Hell thou wilt have time 
enough, and Oh how many fad hours will ic 
auſe tp conſider, how thou haſt miſpene 
thy time, how thou haſt flung away 
fo many precious hours upon thy unlawtul plea« 
Tſutes , how thou haſt derided ſuch a' Sermon 
harden'd thy heart upon fuch a difcourſe, ſlight- 
ed God's motionsto repentance, ſmuther'd the 
checks'of thine own Conſcience, preferr'd the 
World before Heaven, obey'd Man more than 
_ thy Creator, ſuffer'd every trivial outward 
felpet to call thee away from Devotion, mi- 
ſtruſted God's Providence, taken his Name in 
vain, laugh'd at the wholeſome Counſels of thy 
Parents and Teachers, deſpisd thy Neighbours, 
cenſur'd their a&ions more than thy own, ta- 
ken thy fill of fin, been weary of following 
Chriſt oberg to any thing that's good, de- 
lighted with nothing bart vanity and folly, di- 
ſhonoured God,, diſgraced Religion, expoled it 
fo contempt ang ſcarn, drawn others into vic 
Fugh'd men jnto folly, dragg'd them into Hell, 
murcher'd their Souls as well as thine own, ne- 
gledted thy Prayers, diſregarded-the Poor, op- 
preſſed theNeedy, been greedy after the World, 
and. andervalu'd' the pains and coſt God did' 
beſtow to entice thee to enter into his Reſt 
At this time thou't 'be forc'd ro confider, how* 
_ great a*bleſſing thou haſt refus'd, what n_ 
ort 
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fort thou haſtdepriv'd thy ſelf of; what a wiſe 


courle thoſe took, that wou!d not be perſuad- 
ed by the vain careleſs World to caſt God's 
Law behind them, But alas ! theſe Confider« 
ations will then be too late; time was when 
thou mightlt have confider'd the odiouſheſs 
of fin, and turn'd from thy evil. ways; time 
was,. when thou mighr'ſt have conſider'd the 
abſolute neceffity of deſpiſing the World, and 
dedicated thy ſelf, thy Children, thy Life and 
Wealth to God's ſervice; tiche was, when thou 
wight'ſt have conſider'd, that God's Mercy and 
Patience did lead thee to Repentance, and ſo . 


' have turn'd to God with all thy heart, and this 


had been to fecure God's favour, and to enter. 
thy namein the Book of Life; but in Hell, fuch 
thoughts do but gnaw and ſting thee more, 
there they do but augment thy ſorrow and in- 
dignation againſt thy ſelf; there they do but 
make thee weary of thy life, and the worſt of 
it is, that there thou canſt not. be rid of theſe 
conſiderations, . they'll come into thy mind as» 
gainſt thy will: here thou didſt take pains to 
keep them out, there thou eanſt not hinder 
them from burthening and opprefling thy Soul 5 
here bufineſs and mirth diverted them, there 
thou canſt not ſhake them off, with all the in- 
duſtry and labour thou canſt uſe 5 thou need'ft 
no accuſer there, theſe confideratiqns will be 
ſufficient witneſfles againſt thee; there, there 
thou'lt wiſh, O that I had believ'd the: Pre- 
achers. of the Word |.I find thole men were 
in 
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in the right, f find they ſaw more than i did; 
I find they were not miſtaken; if I had follows: 
ed their advice, I had built'my Houſe upon a 
Rock; I find they ſpoke no more but reaſon, 
F find they exhorted me to nothing but what 
was fafe and beneficial to tny Soul. Forgive 
me, ye men of God, pardon my conterhpt of 
your Zeal and fervency z O ſend me fome Laza- 
##s , that he may dip the tip of his finger it 
water, and cool my tongne: if your Prayers; 
if your Tears, if your Entreaties, if your In- 
terceflions can prevaile with God, O help, help, 
for T periſh in this gulph ! Plead with your God, 


follicit for me at the Throne of Grace, double, 


treble your cries and fupplications z try whe- 
ther God will have mercy on me, who have 
had no mercy on my ſelf. I am frighted, 1 artt 
troubled on every fide; I would ftab my ſelf, 
and cannot; die, and muſt not; eſcape, and 
dare not: Pity, pity a poor miferable Worm ! 
Will none reheve me? doall forfake me? do 
Men and Angels leave me? is there no body 
to ſpeak comfort to me ? is there-no door for 
Conſolation open? are all the avennes to mer» 
cyſhut 2 Hear, hear ye inhabitants of Heaven! 
are youdeaf tomy groans? areyougrownſtran- 
gers to compaſſion? where is your wonted 


clemency ? will no repentance tonch the heart - 


of God? gill no forrow move him? wiltno 
zmmouiſh melt him ? Dull Citizens of that Ce- 

| it commonwealth! Are you'fo bufy with 
. . Hallelujals asnot to hear theſecryes? Are you 
not 
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of Conſideration. g2ix 
not frighted by theſe ſobs in your chearful 'me- 
lodies ? Are you ſotaken up, that none of you 


can look: down into theſe diſmall Vaults? - 
Look! yonder is the bright Moſes, the man 


whoſe face did ſhine, that with his Prayer dif 
comfited Amalek,and when the Allmighty would 


have deſtroy'd the Hoſt of Tſrael, fiood 1h the 
gap, and blunted the Conſuming Angels Sword! 
Is all his power-gone 7 Is the vertue of his Pray- 
erloſt > Ah ! will henot pray, that this wretch, 
this worm, this poor malefactor, who would 
faitierepent,may beet free ? where isthat Joſhua 
that prayed for the Sun's ſtanding ſtill, and it 
ſtood (till in the ' midſt of Heaven? hath he 
no 'Prayer left to ſtop wy calamity, and to give 
a truce tomy torments 2? where is. thar Elzjeh, 
that pray d that there. might *be'no' rain, and 
there camenorain for three yearsand fix months? 
and cannot he pray that this fire may go 
W____XTT ok : 

A thoufand ſuch cries will then be in yain 3 
Conſideration now would moſt certainly pre- 
ventthoſe cries ; this would repreſent the groans 
of thoſe Wretches in that diſmal priſqn, im ſuch 
lively characters to thy mind, that thou would(t 
be reſtleſs, till thou didft get into the ſtrajght= 
way that leads tolife; and art not thou ready 
to embrace it? What Fiend, what Enemy, what 


' Devil, what Charm quenches the Fire of thy 


reſolutions? Doſt thou own God for thy Cre- 
ator and Governour, one that hath greater rea- 
fon to command thee, than'thy Prince, 'or Ma- 
WY ter, 
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ſher, or Parents, and doſt thou refuſe to obey | t 


"Man, and can challenge obedience, is more em- | it 
inently in God 3 and, dplt chou ſcruple to com- i 4A 
ply with his W1ll3 wilt thou prove a Rebel:to | p 
thy. Prince, a  prodigal.Son to thy Father? an | 0 
unfaitbful Servant to the beſt of Maſters}. wby || q 
{houldſtnot thay truſt God with thy Soul 2 why || £6 
ſhouldfi not thoupug athis call } whatis it; Sid- | { 
ner, that would make thee take thy ways into || be 
ſerious Conlideration ? would a Miracle do it? | of 
Why, thou haſt as great reafon to believe, that | th 
thoſe Miracles which are recorded jn the Gol: | di 
pe, to have been wrought tor INS of | co 
Ours Sayings, were really wrought and.per- | 1b 
form'd, as thou haſtto believe the reality of a ff of 
Miracle, if thou ſhouldſt ſee one wrought be- I fag 
fore thine eyes either thou believeſt that thoſe | Re 
Miracles were wrought by, Chriſt and. his Apoe if £4: 
files, or thou doſt not ; if thou doſt nor, why of 
doſt not thou examine the circumſtances.to be ken 
fatisfied? if thou _doſt, what need there any £4 

more Miracles? if thoſe Miracles will not per- iſ 
{wade thee, how ſhould a new Miracle-do it ? 
nay, how ſhall we be ſure, that the. ſight of 2 
new Miracle would work upon thee? how ſoon 
would time wear out the memory of it.and leave 
thee as careleſs as it found thee?-thou ſeeſt mis 
raculous providences every day,. and yet they 
move thee not ; that God ſpares ſuch a rebelli- 
ous finful wretch as thou art, ſo long, and af- 
terſo many thouſand provocations, is a aracirs 
| thou 


f- Conlideration- | 413 ny 


thou welt Water turn'd into Wire every year, 
for the inſipid Liquor of the Vine is changed 
»- | into another taſte ; thou ſecſt how tom! a try 
- | Acorn, a raighty Tree doth grow; which gives 
0 protettion to men and Beaſts, and to the Fowls 
n | of. the Airz thou knoweſt how from that Ii 
y | quid Principle Job doth ſpeak of, . 4 mu Uloth- 
y | £d with skin and fleſh, and fenced with bones and 
[- 

0 

? 

T 


ſinews riſet. What mighty miracles woiſld theſe . 
be; if they were. not common? atid yet none 
of theſe ſtir thy Soul to refle, ſeriouſly, what 
thou mult do to be ſaved * Would ah aus 
- | dible yoice from Heaven do- it? why, how 
couldſt thoube ſure it came from Heaveri ? And 
ſhould a voice, come to thee from the Regions 
of; ;Bliſs, ſhould God vouchſafe thee ſuch a Mef- 
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aflured,. -thas a man of _realon carno Jatly | 
delice better grounds , that God hath fpoke 
thoſe 
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ſe words t to thee "Ready and if God's re- 
ens this Duty fo often in his Word can do 

99,9900, what hopes is'there, that repeated a- 

kE: TE It would draw thy heart away: from fin, 
from 


the.world 2 Would a man's riſing from || ce: 

t Fa Fead do it? why Chrift is riſen from the || to: 
and is becommethe firſt-fruits of them that | wt 
Tepes and hedoth, 'with all the*proteſtations || th: 
that are fit for a God to make, aſſure thee, that || the 
ING that is, ſhews not his Faith || bur 
pWoks ſhall be damn'd ; and would en: || to1 

thy | 'mind to ruminate gpon that threat || do: 

"Fr, <4nd'to $ THEIR which way thou 'mayſt flee, | are 


e freed frotn "that 'deffruQion he ſpeaks 

And why Wilt not' thou give credit to what 

ke Fach? Ny. It thou ſhould'ft''ſee a Spirit, Y: 
rhe Ghoſt, of ne 'thar Hath'been' thy acquain- 
tance kc  fotmetf y; xTholſt that *fhbul4; 'by wofy] 

perience,\ infotin thee, 'thit thoſe things the 

"Sch ture: ſpecks of, are undoubtedly erue, ant! 
that God will” ptoceed exattly,," accordirig. toſſth/ 
What he hath'y i nisd, owt el thete, itSo!1 
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when'a Spirit could ſay nod more than he hath 
faid, I cannot well conceive. 3 
'.. Sinner who ſeeth not, that all theſe preten. 
ces, are like the wiſhes of fickly men; that wiſh 
for this or that Fruit, or this or that Diſh, and 
when it is broug ht, 1t 1s fofar from curing them, 

; | that often it makes them worſe. and increaſes 
| || their difteryper 2 who fees nor, that theſe are 
| || but inventions, to give ſome colour of reaſon 
- | to thy unwillingneſs, to ſhake off the fins which 
- | do-{ocalily beſet thee ? who ſees not, that theſe 
, | are only arguments fuggeſted by the Devil, to 
s | keep-thy Soul from her true food and nouriſhy. 
t ment? and whois the looſer all this while ? thou 
, {would(t fain impoſe yupon God, and make him 
-btlieye, that it is not want of Will, but want 
Afurance, that this ferious Conſideration of 
thy.ways is neceſſary , that makes thee ſtand 
out agamft it. And alas ! the cheat thou ſeck it 
9 put upon God, thou pur'ſt upon thine own 
Soul ; and is thy Soul ſo inconſiderable a thing, 
hat thou makeſt nothing of deluding andcir- 


dventing it > 


: i What thinkeſt thou, Sinner? ſuppoſe thou 
lidſi .fee a 'Sendte, or Parliament, made up of 
offivery. grave; wiſe, ſober , judicious men, who 
Sſhogldunanimbuſly givetheir verdict in a Cauſe, 
and gderermine it;:2nd whileithefe men, atter 
ferious deliberation, give their judgment in the 
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cale propo;'d to them, in comes the MalefsRor, 
apainlt whom they have given Sentence, ac- 
cuſes the Decree of the Senate of injuſtice, char- 
ges their Vote with a lie, and takes a great deal 
of pains to make the world believe a taie of 
his own making 3 whom would(t thou beheve, 
that grave, wiſe, judicious Senate, or the Ma- 
lefaQtor? The Senate ſure; and then, when God, 
Angels, and Men, the wiſelf, the graveſt, the 
l: arned(t of them, doall unanimouſly determine, 
that without a ſerious conſideration of thy Spt- 
ritual concerns, thou canſt not arrive-to any 
ſincere reformation of life, canſt never know the 
danger thou art in, or what thou muſt do to 
eſcape unquenchable fire; and that. without it, 
- thou att a truly miſerable man, and doſt take 
- - the way that leadsto deſtruftion, haſt thou the 
impudence to oppoſe thy ſickly opinion, which 
ariſes from a diſtemper'd head , and a more 
diſtemper'd Conſcience, to the grave, found, 
and orthodox judgment of men, infinitely wile: 
_ _ than thy ſelf? when all, with one conſent 
arm, that thon art ſick to death, and nothing 
| but Conlideration can recover thee; wilt thou 
cancel their verdi&, by preſcribing to thy {cl 
Medicines of thine own making ? Allcry o 
againſt thy inconſiderate courſe of life:, . Got 
| doth not juſtifie it, Angels do condemn it, the 
-Preachers of the Goſpel confuteit, Philoſophe 
arraign. it, thy-:Reaſon hath arguments again| 
it, thy Conſcience chides-thce tor:it, thy. ſobe 
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Neighbours reprove it 3 and wilt not thou ſub- 
ſcribe to their Sentence ? what inſolence is it to 
think thy ſelf more-knowing, than he that knows 
all thirigs? Behold, Sinner, here lies the way 
to Heaven, God is inireating thee to walk in it 3 
the - Devil is buſie_ to diſcourage thee from it. 
God ſairh, Here I will be found; the Devil ſug» 
geſts, that the Sons of Anack dwell there. God 
wiſhes thou wouldeſt yield, andlive; the Devil, 
that thou wouldeſt ſtand our, and die. God 
ſeeks to crown thee ; the Devil to rob thee of 
thy Diadem. - God aſſures thee, that this is 
the Garden where thy Graces muſt grow; the 
Devil argues, that nothing but Weeds and Thi- 
ſtles grow there. All the diſpute is, who ſhall 
have thy Soul, God or the Devil? Think, Sin- 
ner, for God's fake, think who is the Rewarder, 
anJ who is the Tormenter 3 who is the King that 
can fave thee, and who is the Executioner that 
ſtudies only-toTuine thee 3 ſhall not God pre- 
vail ? wilt not thou give him thy heart ? and 
{ha}! Satan go away with thy Soul? ſhall he 
poſteſs that Treaſure, which Angels are ambitious 
of? for ſhame, let rot God go away empty 5 
think what a condeſcenſion it is in God, to be 
willing to accept of ſo inconfiderable a preſence 
as thy heart? what is thy Soul to him 2 what 
benefit doth he receive by offering thee his bo- 
ſom ? If thoui haſt ſuch a mind to: be the Devils 
Slave, what need God take pairs to reſcue thee 
from that bondage ? -doſt thou think he cannot 


live without thee 2 doſt thou think thy being 
Ee 3 in 
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n'-his Heayen, dothadd any thing to kis felicity? 


canngt he as well be glorified in thy torments, - 


as he can in thy falvation? cannot he make 
his Juſtice triumph over ſuch a ſtubborn Wretch 
| as thou art 2 wherein doth his adyantage lie ? 
may not he be God, and Great, and Glorious, 
and. admired by Angels, while thou trieſt in 
ell? thou haſt yery bighly obliged him in- 
deed, that he need be atal! this trouble ro make 
thee, in love with his ways 2 ſhouldſt not thou 
ftand amazed at his favour 2 ſhouldſt notthou 
wonder, that this immenſe and infinite Majeſty 
will youchſafe a gracious look to ſo vile a Worm 
25 thou art ? and canſtthou ſee a God courtthee 
and grow coy 2 doth God offer to kiſs thee with 
the kiſles- of: his lips, and doſt thou ſcorn- his 
emPraces? can(t thou fee-him careſs thee, and 
turn away thy face? wilt thou prefer the mo- 
ions of a lying Deyil, before the Oracles of the 
great God of Heaven? hadſt thou rather ga 
along wita him, that will murther thee, than 
accompany him that will encircle thy: head with 
a Crown of Glory 2 ſhall God magmitie his Mer- 
cy, upon thee, and wilt thou fall in love-with 
his Enemy ? Doth God intend, by making love 
to thy, Soul, 'to givea character to the world of 
is:infinite goodneſs and compaſſion, and dareft 
rhou be ſobold astoleflen that charaer, by thy 
contempt and .ingratitude? | py 

Behold, Sinner , God is willing- tolay afi aft de 
his Raging. Syord, thou ſhalt Ln of bio no 
* - MOTY 
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more in the Earthquake, or,in the Storm, or in 
the mighty Wind,that breaks the Rocks in pie- 
ces, but in the (till (mall Voice: the voice of, 


; Boanerges ſhall ſound no moren thy ears, he'll 


blow his Trumpet of War no more, all his frown? 
ſhall be. done away, he'll fright thee no'more 
with Hell-firez if his Grace, his Mercy , his 
Compaſlion, can but allure thee to bethink'thy: 
ſelf, and cloſe with him, and ſo to conſider 
the concerns of thy. Soul, as to reſign, thy ſelf 
altozether ro. his guidance and . direionJ 
his Aſpedt ſhall be kind, his Countenance ſhall 
be nothing. but ſmiles, his Face ſhall be aper- 
petual Sunſhine, if by conſideration of thy 


- ways thou wilt become ſenſible of thy. former 


folly, and throw it away, and take up with 
bime alone: if his kindly Beams can thaw thy 
frozen heart, if his Calm can win thee, and make 
thee proſtrate thy ſelf before the Lion of. the 
Tribe of J«dab, Heaven and; Earth ſhall be ho 
longer in conſpiration againſt thee, and thou 
ſhalt not need; to look any more for Thunders 
and Lightnings from that Heaven; ſtand till, 
finger and ſeetheſalvationoft God ; behold Crace 
and Mercy lies weeping at thy feer, the free, the 
{overeign, the extenſive, the attraCtiye Grace of 
Gad comes woging to thy Soul, and doth be- 


Apeak thee in this. manner 3 Hold, hold, tho 


poor beſotted Creature, whither doſt chourun 
Hear, hear, Ibring. thee the joyfulleſt ridings, 
that ever were brought to the earsof men; G 

will-be thy Father, the Lord Jeſus thy Saviour, 
| Ee 4 the 
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the Holy Ghoſtthy Comforter, the Angels thy 
Companions ; thy Lite ſhall be a perperual Ho- 


0" Heayen, and Coheir with Chriſt, thy fins 


pel ſhall be thine; God. will -vouchſafe- to live 


bis Temple, thoo ſhalt have ſtrength to-over- 
come Hell, and Devils, Flames and Swords;-and 
be mo'e than a'Conquerour through hin that 
loved thee, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: ask a Hea- 
" "ven, and thou fbalt have it; a Crown, and it 
ſhall” be thrown jnto”thy boſome; a Kingdom, 
and it ſhall be thine; ask all the Treaſures of 
Glory, and they ſhall not be denied thee: From 
this time forward; thy name ſhall -be-inrolled 
among the Favourites 'of Heaven, and-in-thy 
Soul; as in Jacob's Ladder, the Angels ſhall be 
continually aſcending and deſcending, and thy 
Head, like Gideon's Fleece,” ſhall'be water'd 
with the'dew of Heaven, while the unbelieving 
World ſball'be'dry ; and 'all this (hall be thine, 
if my Love, my Mercy, my Kindnels can pre- 
'yail with thee, and enpagetheerothink ſexiouſly 
whzt thou' myſt"do to pleaſe God, and to be 
happy for ever.\. © ſinner, had thoſe who. now 

Ve fkwelftir 1-4 
mighty God, ſuch'an”offer as this, how: would 
they leap, ahd triumph,” and (agree! to forrea- 
fonable a cohditiqn, and'thafik God upon their 
 JOUh 3 pp 4 6d NEE EA a Fi MY 49 dT þended 


liday 3 thou ſhalr be a Friend of God, an Heir 


ſhall be all done away, thy iniquities ſhall be 
remembred no more, all the promiſes of the Gol: : 


with thee, the Holy Ghoſt will-make thy Soul - 


"undef the burning wrath. of Ale Þ - 


bended knees, day and night, and praiſe bia 
without intermiſſion, that he will vouchſafe to 
receive them, on no harder tems than theſe! 
finner, Is thy heart of ſtone, that it doth not 
| diffolve at this gractous Meſſage? CantheRock 
« | hold out againſt thefe bowels of. compaſiion ? 
Poor ſtubborn Wretch! were not thy heart all 
ſtec], were not thy Conſcience ſeared, how 
could(t rhou forbear being prick'd at the heart, 
hadſt thou but the leaſt. (park of good nature 
left in thee, what might-not theſe Golden 
Chains, theſe Silken Strings, theſe Cords of 
Love, do with thy immortal Soul 2 Theonly 
reaſon. that the Servants. of Benhadad had, to 
humble: themſelves to the King of Iſrael, was 
this,. We have heard that the Kings of Iſrael are 
werciful Kings, Sinner, haſt not thou both 
heard: and ſeen, and-ſecſt it to this day, that the 
true King of 1ſ-ael is a merciful King; and will 
not. this prevail with thee, to throw thy (elf 
down at his feet, and kiſs-his Sceptre, and con-. 
fider thy imprudence, in deviating fo long from 
the end of thy Creation and Redemption, and 
make thee contented to part with all theſtrong 
holds -of iniquity within thee,and with all ima- 
ginations, that exalt themſelves againſt the obe- 
.dience of Chriſt Jeſar. Wo 
. + ..Q do not tell me , that thou wilt moſt cer- 
tajnly bethink thy ſelf ſome time hereafter,when 
Cekneſs. and approaching death ſhall rake thee 
ci from thy warldly buſineſſes : Vajn- Rob 
E | | al 
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Man! How doſt thou know thou ſhalt live till 
to morrow? for, What. is thy life ? even a va- 
pour that appears for alittle time, and thenwua- 


"  aiſhes away. Howmany thouſands are cut off, 


as they aregoing up the hill, in the noon of 
their days, before halt their race be run? and 
what Patent haſt thou from Heaven, that it ſhall 
not be thus with-thee > God laughs at that re- 
pentance, which Mzn begin, when they can 
keep fin and the world no-longer; he ſees it is 
forc'd, and ſqueez'd, and weak,and feeble; and 
will God accept of thy Devotion, when thou 
- haſt: exhauſted 'the cream and marrow of thy 
bones in the Devil's ſervice? How, ſinner ? con- 
ſider thy ways upon thy Death-bed 2 Mad 
man? Doſt -thou know what Conlideration 
means? the Soul muſt be in its full ſtrength, that 
conſiders the finfulneſs and ſad conſequences of 
Her life. Doſt not thou ſee how in ficknels the 
Soul ſympathizes . with the Body? how 'the 
Mind languiſhes with the Fleſh? how: weak , 
how 'feeble the thoughts are upon a Death- 
bed? how the- Mind is employed with think- 
ng of the-pain, and anguiſh, and uneafineſs of 
the Body? how Mens weaknels ſcarce gives 
them leave to repeat the Lord's Prayer intire, 
without - interruption 2 how {zrrling: their E- 
ates, and diſpoling of their worldly affairs, 
'and ſorrow, and vexation, that they have. not 
'managed their--ſccular concerns. with greater 
prudence, cakes: up their- cogitations- & -_ 
[E877 ow 
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of fin, and of anather Wortd are, excep 

they have gotten. a habit of Heavenly-mind- 
edneſs, by a long and conſtant prattice of 
Holineſs, in the time of their hea'th and. lis. 
berty before ? And doth Salvation deſerve 
no more , but a few ſleight and skin-deep 
teflexions, when thou lielt a dying 2 Canſt 
thou have ſuch low thoughts of everlaſting 
Glory, as to let Conitderation of it come be- 
hind all the fatisfattions of thy fleſh > Canſt 
thou entertain ſuch pitiful ſneaking conceits 
concerning that mighty Heaven, God, out of 
his ſingular and unparalleVd mercy hath cotty 
defcended to promife to his Saints, as toxde- 
lay thy contemplations , and thy taking a 
view of it, till thy heart-ſtrings break, and 
thy throat begins to rattle, and the Houſe's 
falling ?' Go ye curſed jnto everlaſting fire, prepe- 
red for the Devil and his Angels, Alas! when 
Men area dying, the time of working is paſt, 
that's the Night wherein no Man can works 
that's the time indeed to reap comfort of our 
farmer conſcientious praftices, but nor the 
time to work out our Salvation in; that's 
the time of rejoycing, becauſe our redemptt- 
on -draws nigh, not the time of ſerting out 
from the Gates of Hell ; that's the time to fi- 
niſh our courſe with joy, not the time to be- 
gin a holy life. Alas! the ſtrength and vigor 
which muſt be uſed in a Heavenly converſa- 
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point of: reckoning with God ; their Accounts 
muſt then be ready, not to make up: ſo that 
if thou art' not ready now, to take thy Spiri- 
tual concerns into ſerious conſideration, thy 
heart will be hardned every day more and 
more, and the Jonger.'thou liveſt, the les 
mind thou wilt have to ſet about it; and if 
thou doſt not think it worth thy trouble ; to 
ſpare now and then an hour from thy 
worldly buſinefles, to mind this one thing ne- 
ceflary, thou doſt as good as tell God, that 
thou wilt have none of his'Heaven, and judgeſt 
thy ſelf unworthy of eternal life. © 
O ſinner, the preſent time is the day of Sal- 
vation, this is the acceptable time; now ſtrike , 
and thy fins will fall; now ſtrive; and the 
Crown. will be thine; now fall to work; and 
promiſe thy. ſelf eternal reſt + thou canſt call 
no time thine own but the preſent, that's ones 
ly in thine handsz make ule of that, arid fave 
thy {et from this untoward Generation: Extri- 
cate thy ſelf from the' deluſions” of the fleſh ; 
take courage, and be gone; ſtay not in Sodozr, 
10 accept of Mercy, now lay up thy Treaſure, 
and/ſecure thy right to the Tree of Life; now 
xomember: thy Chintor and God will remem- 
-ber' thee. whetr he makes up his Jewels, and 
ſpare thee,asa man would ſparechis own Son that 
ſerves him. ETON YES 
- :Hear then this, Men, Fathers, and Brethren, 
-th&God of your Fathers, the God of Abrahan 


| the 


tion, is then gone, and Men are juſt upon the 
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the God of Tſaac, and the God of Jacob hath 
ſent us to you, to tell you, that his Supper is 
ready, and the doors ate open, and the Gueſts 


- axe come, and yet there is room, and that you 


may fill the room which 1s leff, is the meſlage 
we'come to acquaint you withall from him,who 
delights not in the death of a ſinner, but wouid 
have him twn and Jive. Hear this, ye Great 
Ones, ye Nobles, ye Mighty Men, and conſider 
yeur ways ; conſider whether, that voluptuous 
life you lead, is like that life which that Savi- 
our, in whom you pretend to believe, doth 
preſctibe in his Goſpel? Conſider whether you 
are notobliged to praftile all thoſe Virtues and 
Duties. that . the meaner ſort perform? and, 
whether in framing to your ſelves a new way, 
to Heaven,a way different from what the Word. 
of God dath repreſent, you are like to be:hap= 
py in thoſe Caſtles of, Air you build, and like 
to arrive to that - Glory which you wiſh for, 
and hope to, be received into? Conſider what 
your pride andiſenſuality will at laſt conclude 
in ? and whether, you will dare to braveit at 
the great Tribunal], as now yau do on Earth, 
where you have no body to controul you? Ye 
that are Magiſtrates, whom Providence hath 
placed oyer others to execute Juſtice, and to 
ſhew a good example,Conſider your ways, Con- 
fider how heavy. your connivance at the mot 


' notorious ſins, ſins that offer: to pluck, eyen 


Gad . out of his. Throne, will. lie upon your 
. | | : Conlcien- 


Conlciences one day! Confider what hurt you 
do, how'many Souls you ruine, by your de- 
bauch-d-and luxurious lives [| -Confiderwhether 
you can'fatisfie God aseafily as you can do Man, 
_ and whether that injuſtice, that oppreflion, that 
_ eovetouſneſs, that lewdneſs you! make nothing 
of iow , -are cot ſins weighty enough to bear 
you-down into'the!burning Lake 2 'Ye Learn- 
ed Men, whether Miniſters or.others, who ſee 


and know'more than the Vulgar do, . Confider 


gorif-wayes. Conſider whether that great know- 
kdpe you have, will not procure you double 


_ | ftipes if youimproveitt not into'a higher degree 


of '{eriouſnels, than common people uſe; Con- 
fider what-a ridiculous 'thing you make Religi- 
on,' if being perſwaded and* convinced of the 
rationalityof it,'you do not expreſs the power 


of itityour converſations, ' Conſider whether 


building Heaven'with your Voices, and Hell 
with your Behaviour and deportment, will-not 
bring down wpon'you the ſevereſt Plagues 
that are written in 'theBook of God ! Ye'that 
ate: Hearers of the Word ,' and frequent .the 
Temple of the Lord; to betaught his Statutes 
mid'his Ordinances, Conſider yourwayes, Cone 
feder whether fo-many catreatings; - warnings ; 
feproots; and admonitions,” in ſeaſon. and -out 
of fraſon., which'youtake no-notice of, will 
notbebroughtim'one day, as evidences 10 /ju- 
fie y our everlaſting-condemnation? :Confider 

how Goliflike ro reſent-your!barrenneſs-and 
, IONS — unfruitful- 
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unfruitfulneſs under the richeftmeans of Grace, 
under 'the -droppings of his fatneſs ! 'Confider 
how juftly God may puniſh your not digeſting 
arid applying his Commands and Precepts to 
your ſclves, with hardneſs and blindneſs 'of 
heart, and whether this Judgment be not more 


frequent than the World is aware of, and whe- 


ther you do not participate of 'that Judgment? + 
Hear this, all ye that carry Rational, Angelical 
Souls in your breaſts, Conſider your ways. 'Conſt- 
der what enflavirig your Souls 'ts vicious affe- 
Rions will come'to, and/whether they will not 
thrive better, berg 4rradiated-with (Heavenly 
light, than warm'd by Helliſh'Luſts; and whe- 


| ther it will not'be more for your credit to ad- 
-.cvance them to theit- primitive tuſtre and beau- 
- *ty, than looſe-them by ſin arid vanity, 'Sirs, 


you. ftand upon the brink'of 4 bottomleſs-pixz 
Who,but a 'Man, whoſe brains arecrack'd, would 
not look/about himſelf? the leaſtpuſh or thrifft 
ſends you thither 3 'Who would: not rake'fo 
pains toget ihtoia Harbour? The Ship'is rea 
to be caſt away, the Maſts are ſpht, its leaking 
on. every fide; Who would not Jay hold of a 
Plank to fave himſelf from drowning? If you 
know not what to do with that power of Con- 
fideration God hath given you, maryel not if 
God takes it away 3 and ſince you will not be- 
think your ſelves how to be freed from fin and 
miſery, protells in his anger, that you ſhall not 
« uſe of that power any more,in 
order 


onket to obtain Eterna) Life z Ginoe you will not 
--take up" thir Sword of the' Spirit, to cut the 
cords of Sin and Diſobedience, no wonder if 
God blunts and dulls the edge of ir, that it ſhall 
Þe af no uſe to you, when you would employ 
. it.,- O'Chtiſtians, there isno jeſting with a mer- 
: cial God 3: where the greateſt merey'is:ſcorn'd 
+ and rejected, Wheat can ye expett but the fever- 
ef judgments?.;. Be wiſe therefore, before ghe 
'black'Decree be- Ireverſibly Sign'd and Seal'd 
apainft-you ; youll bleſs the hour and the'day 
Which bears the Date of your entireand Sincere 
Agreement: toGnd's Will inthis. particular 5 and 
when you ſhall gnd, by blefled Experience, &| 

this. ſerious conſideration. of your ways 1s 

. Gate ito, Paradiſe, you'll admire-the Bounty, 
T Wiſdom, and” SO of God, that: moved : 
.ypp>-bearts;.to. embrace the motion;: and you | 4 
= Lnotbeable to-forbear' breaking out-1nto 
£0908» rs of: Moſes, and the Song of tbe 
| leſſmg, Honour, and Glory be unta: 'Hins 
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r- | Of Retirement and Prayer, the two great Helps to 
d Conſideration. Retirement proved to be neceſſa- 
[- ry to make Conſideration of our Spiritual fate 


. yore quick and lively. Prayer calls in the aſ- 
ſſtance of God's Spirit , _ renders the work 


effeFual. A Form of Prayer to be uſed nport 
. #bis occaſton.. ihe Y 


be managed, that it may in truth conquer and 
ſubdue his inordinate afteRions, and make them 
fuabjeC& to the beſt of Maſters, I ſhall lay down. 
fome- neceſſary helps to Conſideration , and 
theſe are, to mention no more, Retirement and 
Prayer. | | 

L Retirement. Though [ readily grant,Cand 
docommend it to) that Men, as they are walk- 
ing with others, or travelling, or going abroad 
_ | about their neceflary occaſion, or ſtanding in 
* || their Shops, ao "7 Wh where company. 


goes 
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goes/in-and out, may think;that the courſe they 
have: taken hitherto is not -fafe;-and therefore 
it's high time to change and alter it: yet ſeetng 
thoſe thoughts are too much diverted by.ſenſ{u- 


al obje&s, and apt to go-no farther than the. 


mind 'or underſtanding, and reach mo deeper 
than ſpeculation 3 it muſi-neceliarily follew.that 


Retirement is requifite, 'to make it reach\the - 


affe&dions, znd to ſpread i At as » lar as the ay 
converſation.” 

-»By Refirembnt, I FR not mean abſconding, Or 
hiding ones felf in a corner 1n the Countreyyor 
ina Wilderneſs, but retiring-\inour own Houſes. 
Let-the place we lwe itiibe mever ©-populous, 
to be fure-we have:;Chambers to be private ins 
and as the rich may make their beſt Roam a 
Defart for thiswork, fo the pooreft may; con= 


vert any corner in their Houfes3mo a-place bor 


this 'Exerciſe; it's not the rieatrichs:of '\a Cloſer 
that cleanfes:the'Soul from filthinefs, 'norzthe 
cutiolity and cotivenience of a 'Wathdeawing- 
rg0m, -that- fits the heart forhim that: made/ie5 
but as'Chriftraade ſometimes a Mourtainjſome- 
times a Ship, fometimes a Grofs his Pulpit'3/'foa 
Man may make aMeadow;a Field, as Wood,' a 
Garret, any corner in his Houſe, a placefit to 
retire in, #0- eonſider ſeriduſly how'the-caſe 
ſtands between Godland his own Soul Iknow 
whatNen-do commonly-objet, thevery fame 
thing theyobjet againſt Confitleration 1ti{elt , 

and wheredfave heave ve fully ſpoke rhe 


We ſecond 
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ſecond.impedimenit,viz; That they have a great 
deal 'of buſineſs ; and they. can ſpare no time 
for:this retirement. - Buſineſs, no doubt, muſt 
be done, but thereis'a time for every thing,and 
a ſeaſon for every purpoſe under Heaven, and 
then ſure there muſt be a time for this Spiritu- 
al retirement- too, xf there be not; we are ob- 
liged:to:find\_ time for-1t3 he that cannot; or ras 
ther:will not; had as good fay, he hath no time 
tobe ſaved, and he that cannot ſometimes hneg- 
lect;rhe: concerns of his Body, or Eſtate, for the 
congerns of: his: better:part , derides Salvation ; 

and does not believe, that there is ſtich a thing; 

ot'if there be, that it is of ſo-much value;as the 

dirt and dung! he grovels in; . It's true, Ma- 

2ziaffer:retirement was forced; much againſt his 

wiltizyer:ftill ivwas privacy that contributed ” 
much: 0 his:atabridmett; for while he was en- 
compab'd wittbis Courtiers and:Flatterers;and 
hisfawning crew; he thought Religion a thing 
below him,. anda New Creature but'a canting 
term3:/but being alotie, none but God and his. 


calamity sboutthim; having nothing to take off 


his thoughts, from refle&ing on his Apoſtacy ; 
behold, how Confideration melts hith, bis Con- 
ſcience ſers uponhim; makes hirti aſbarhed of his 
unkaithfulae(s to» his God; makes the Tears 
ftand-3n his Eyes, -atid fo great is his change z 
that: he who hat exceeded all the Nations 
round: about him itvIdolatry; and lewdieſs, itt - 
mediately rakes amy ul the frange Gods, wy 
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-the Lord, and all the 


the Idols out of the Hoiſe of | 
Altars that ' $e+. had built+ on the Monit of the 
Houſe of the Lord ," and in Fernſtlem , and. caſt 1 
them out of the City, and commanded Judah to | 
ſerve the Lord, -2\Chron. 33:115, 16. © © - 


- Sopleaſmg1s:this retifement to God,that.he Z 
doth: expreſly:eall- himfelf,* Our Father which J 
: ſees -in ſecret, Math. 6.4; When Chriſt had a | © 
mind his Diſciples ſhould ſee his Glory,he doth | 1! 
not carry them to Jeruſalem, leads them:notin- | T 
tothe Market-place,doth notniingle themiwith 
the Multitude; bids-them not attend-him at He- | © 
rod's Count:; for he knew ;itheſe places wonld | < 
zather diſtralt, than help:their Devorior: -but | P 
he ſummons'them to-goup with him'into!a:bigh 
Mountain -apart; bids'them retire fron ſecular Fi 
- buſineſſes; leave their ſenſual affetionsathome, | f 
' ſeparatethemſelvesfromſuch Worldly'Employ- | * 
ments,-as were apt-to take up their Mirids,” that 
their thoughts -might -be more at liberty:;''to | {{ 
' conteroplate his Glory, and the Transfiguration | *! 
might. affect them more, and make the deeper || :© 
impreſſions upon them, ... ;; : river 
.. .:Come my People, exter thou into thy Chamber , .* 
and. ſhnt thy:doors about thee, and hide\thy felf , | 
aid God to-the Sinful Men of: Tfrael ,when-he Tt 
+bid-them-turn and repent. E/e. 26. '20:\ To | ® 
;ſhew;that'a Chamber is a fitter place for their | 2! 
work, then a Theater, 4nd a Cloſet-miore'pro- T 
'perz then @&-Hall, or Dining-rootn , ahd: lock- li 
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til ir be ripe. 


ingour ſelves up, a better preparative then de- 


lighting in variety of company, 


Tr was, I confeſs, too laviſh an'expreflion 
which the Hermit in S»{p:tizs uſed, That he who 
was viſited by Men, could not be viſited by Angels; 
yet in ſome reſpect he ſaid true; and he that 
doth not love+to be alone ſometimes, is nor 
like to receive the viſits of theſe Miniſtring Spi- 
T1tS,: 
-; It:was in retirement, that E/;jah rais'd the 
dead Child, 1- Reg. 17.19. and by the River 
Chebar it was, in a lonely place, that God ap- 
peared to Ezechiel; fo he revealed himſelf ro 


Moſes inthe Buſh , when at a great diſtance 
from Men; and Crouds of People: and there- 
fore it; was excellent advice St. Chryſoſtom gave 


to:a Man, who intended for Salvation. Depart 
from the 'High-way , and tranſplant thy ſelf in 
ſome incloſed ground, for it is hard for a Tree 
that ſtands by the way-lide, to keep her: fruit | 


.. What St, Beſi! ſaith of a Solitary Life, may 
ina greatmeaſure be applied rofuch retiremenr. 
It is. the School where Men are taught Celeſti- 


al Dottribe, and Divine Arts and Sciences ate 
. infuſedby nothing ſo ſoon, as by this Diſcipline. 


This is a. Garden: of delights; where Veitnes , 
like glittering Flowers, ſend forth their grate- 
fal Odours. Heregrows the Red Roſe, fervent 
Ft 3 Charity. 
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the Idols out of the Hoiſe of the Lord; and all the 
Altars that ' hei had _ Ng Mount of "the 
Houſe of the Lord ,” and itt! Fernſalem, and' caſt 
them out of the City, and commanded Judah to 
ſerve the Lord,  2\Chron. 33:15, 16. 


. Sopleaſmg-1s.this retifement to God,that.he 
doth: expreſily:call- himfelf,* Our Father which 
: ſees -in ſecret, Matth. 6: 4. When Chriſt had a 
mind his Diſciples ſhould fee his Glory,he doth 
not carry them to Fersſalem,leads them:notin- 
tothe Market-place;doth notmingle themiwith 
'the Multitude; bids-thenr not attend him at He- 
-rod's Court: ; for the knew ,itheſe places wonld 
xather diſtraft, than help:their Devotiow: but 
he ſummons'them to go up with him'into'a:bigh 
Mountain apart; bids'them retire from ſecular 
- buſineſſes; leave their ſenſual affeftionsathome, 
' ſeparatethemſelvesfromfuch Worldly'Employ- 
ments,-as were apt'to take up their Mirids, that 
their thoughts -might 'be- more at liberty:;/''to 
: contemplate his Glory, and the Transfiguration 
might affe& them more, and make the deeper 
impreſſions. uponthem, ;.. /; / 4s 
.. :Come my People, enter thon into thy Chamber , 
:and ſhmt thy doors aboxt- thee, 'and hide'thy ſelf , 
Mid God to-the Sinful Men of:{rae! ,-when.he 
:bid-them-turn and repent. Eſa. 26. 20;\ To 
:ſhew;rhat'a Chambers a fitter place for their 
work, then a+ Theater, and.a Cloſet-miore'pro- 
per; then @Hal!, or Dining-raom , and: Jock- 
x —_ F1'Y > on. ed 
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ingrour ſelves up, a better preparative then de- 


lighting in variety of company, 


Tt was, I confeſs, too laviſh an'expreſlion 
which the Hermit in S»{p;tizs uſed, That he who 
was viſited by Men, could not be viſited by Angels; 
yet in ſome reſpect he faid true; and he thar 
doth -not love+:to be alone ſometimes, is nor 
like to receive the viſits of theſe Miniſtring Spi- 
Its. Þ;- - 
-; It:was in retirement, ' that E/7jab rais'd the 
dead Child, 1- Reg. 17-19. and by the River 
Chebar it was, in a lonely place, that God ap- 
peared to Ezechiel; ſo he revealed himſelf ro 


 Moſes-in-the Buſh , when at a great-diſtance 
from Men; and Crouds of People: and there- 
fore/it. was excellent advice St. Chryſoſtomr gave 


te:a Man, who intended for Salvation. Depatt 
from the /High-way , and tranſplant thy ſelf in 
ſome incloſed ground, for it is hard for a Tree 
that ſtands by the way-lide, to keep her: fruit | 


& < St 


| till 4t be ripe, 


...'Whar St, - Baſil ſaith of a Solitary Life, may 
ina greatmeaſure be applied rofuch retirement. 
It ,is. the School] where Men are taught Celeſti- 


al Dottrive, and Divine Arts and Sciences are 
- infuſedby. nothing ſo ſoon, as by this Diſcipline, 


This is a-Garden' of delights; where Veitnes , 
like glittering Flowers, ſend forth their grate- 
fal Odours. Heregrows the Red Roſe, fervent 
Ft 3 Charity. 
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Charity. Here riſes the Milk-white Lilly, Cha- 
ſtity. Herethe'Myrtle of Martification 1s-ſeen; 
apd the Frankincenfe of Prayer is here to be 
ound. O .Retirement, the joy of Sanftified 
Minds and the ſeat of all ſpirntual Guſts 3! Thy 
Vertue is the ſame with that of the Babylonian 
Furnace, for by Faith thou keepeſt off the 
burning heats of luſt, Thou art that Oven , 
where the Veſſels of Honor areprepar'd.. Great 
S:ore-houſe of Heavenly Wares, where all-the 
rich Merchandize. of the Spirit is hoarded up. 
Vaſt Shop of Spiritual. Exerciſes, where the Soul 
comes ta be. reſtored to her Creators Image;and 
xcturos tothe purity of her Original. 


\. Thou makeſt indeed the lips pale with; Faſt- 

1ng, but makeſt the Soul:fat,: and flouriſhing. 

Thou makeſt the Good Man (tand.in the Caſtle 

of his own clarified Mind, and look down” with 
contempt on this nether World.! yy 

_ .... Sacred; Tent, where our holy War is carried 
on, :Cawp of God, Tower of David, where 
hang a Thouſand Shields, all fit to keep off the 
fie. y darts of the Devill Fie]d, where the Lords 
PatiJes are fought, where'the Soul fights againſt 
the EJeſh, and the Fleſh againſt. the Soul... . - 


. Q Retirement |. The happy place where Vie 
ces. die, and. Vertues live; and where Men learn 
what it is to. arrive to: perfeftion.. .. Great Lad- 
der of Jacob, whereby Menclimb to Heayen,and 
Angels: cope down to. Men. ; Syeet and gol- 
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dery way, wheteby a'Chriftian goes home” to:his 
Fathers Houſe }&Bath» of: the Soul! Death 'of 
Sm ! Purgatory of Filthinefs. + Thou deſtroys 
eſt the ſecret intrigues of. Pride; waſhelt away 
the naftineſfs of Sin, 'and elevareſt' the Soul to 
the brightneſs of Angels! _ ©: | | 


Forindeed we find: that'as:a Mans reafort is 
more free ini{uch Retirements, ' fo God' is the 
readjer to meet him; as the Angels did Facob; int 
this privacy, and to diſplay to him the vamity 
of that World-, he hath: doted:on; the' Scarlet 
dye of thoſe Sins, he hath delighted in, and 
that miraculous love, he hatts undervalu'd, and 
trampled on, with the vengeance he hath pro- 
cured, and been-greedy of : for now it appears, 
that the 'Mian'is if! good earneft to be ſav'd;and 
to ſuch, God: neveridenies his favour, for molt 
Men play with 'Religion,, goabour it; /as 1f 1t 
deſerved no pains, atid therefore here God-doth 
no. mighty. work, as being loath to caſt his 
Pearls before 'Swine. He that retires tocotifi- 
der, what he muſt do tobe ſaved, makes Reli- 
$ton his buſineſs; and, thoſe that ſeek me vhue: 
ſhall find me, farth Eternal-Wifdom, Prov.8.17, 
Sucti Mens minds he is willing to over-ſhadow, 
with the power of the Higheſt; fuch Mea pre- 
pare to-tmeet their God;and Godicertainly: wilt 
not fail them. And'Chriſtians, 'ſay you whar 
you will,cither theGofpel is no Gofpeh;or you'tt 
find'by ADAIIIT TI thax without youare 
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af ſome"trouble about” your everlaſting con- 


certs, and deny your ſelves:ingour time, profit, 


eiſe,.pleaſure, and punCilio's of-greatneſs, to 
mind-your Spiritual intereſt, and without Hea- 
ven doth coft you ſomething more than ordi- 
nary, God hath no Heaven-for you. /'- 
' He that retires, and ſets afide his worldly 
bufinefs; and makes bold with the company he 
is in, and leaves them to 'take-a- view of his 
duty to God, and Man, that Man layes force up- 


on the-Kingdom of Heaven, Tam ſure offers vio- 


lence to'his carnal intereſt, violence to fleſhand 
blood. © The Heathen could ſay, that the gods 
{cl] all their Gifts and Riches for diligence, and 
induſtry; and we find -it to be'true of the God 


and Father of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and-that - 
petfon who retires, and takes pains: with Zache=- 
#2, to fee Chrift ,' may expe& the ſame gracious: 
. return, which was-made to that Publican',  Thir 


day Salvation is come into thy Houſe. - 


- /Yhe-truth is, ſhould God diſcourſe 2Sinner, 


that is in' eompany with other Men, .or'goi 


about-his ſecular affairs,” he would-fin him: 


| yawn and gape, and ſtretch 'bimſel, and gain as 


much - attention, as he that-tells a ſtory-to a 


man, whoſe-mind-is employ'd; about other- ob- 
jects > be' ſeems to-give'him the ; hearing; but 


when a;great part of the Tale-is told, he. ſtarts. 


up,and Asks, What do you ſay , but in private, 
wheresthere is "none but:God and his-own con- 
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ſcience, God.can, beſt anſiyer the ſinner's objefti- . 
ons, againſt a, ſerious..copſcienſcious life, and . 
the. ſinner is moſt likelyto attend to God's prox. 

poſals;z. for here, if. his Fleſh, . and Blood... 

doth plead, that the fin he is to. leave, is. ſweet . 
and pleaſing, and profitable, God:can preſently 
argue with. him, Doſtthou call that ſweet which 
1s molt bitter and grieyous:/to thy, God, and muſt 
expire into the. bittereſt groans 2.- 1s that. ſo. plea-- 

ſing. to thee, , which, offends, - and grieyes, thy . 
blefled Redeemer, who deſcended. into Hell: to- 
ſnarch/thee out of it? and, Can any-prokit: here 

counterpoiſe, the-EternaLloſs of thy, Soul? fo if. 
be:plead,:that the fin-he barborgis. buta little 

one, his:/Conſcience-can immediately. daſh the 

Plea, and.reply.z How: Can. that belittle which 
offends-an. infinite-Majelty. ?.Can that be little- 
which: nailed :Chriſt-to- his Croſs? ſince thou. 
knowelts that; this-little fin is.1njurious to God's- 
Holineſs, What delight can(t thou take inaffront-. 
iog bim, in whoſe power 1t 1s, either-to ſave 

thee, or to. damn: thee 2. the leſs it is, the greater 

ſhame. it.ts, that thou {hould(t plead for keeps 
ing.it 3. the; leſs iris, the ſooner it may be;par-- 
ted withal 3 O : flatter. not; thy ſelf, thy, great. 
love to.this fin, makes the fin-i (elf great 5 and,. 
Canſt thou be ſaid to love. God, that canſt hug. 
that, which-thou knowelt runs counter-to bis: 
Honor and (Glory. | 119546 argv 


"In the ſamgmanner, all other. exceptions may: 
be. anſwer'd, and the finner finding, that the 
bi reaſons 
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reafons he -forinerly- thonght invincible, are fo 
_ eafilydaltid, and blown-away, is. moſt likely to 
hearken to the far itronger arguments of . God, 
and his. own Conſcience : the rather, becauſe 
he retired -on-purpofe; to have a clearer fight 
of his ways tharr before he had; and fince Gotl 
doth vonchſafe him fo diſtin a-profpeR of his 
Folly, and prepoſterous Love, he juſtly thinks, 
that not to yield toGad's reaſonings, istomock 
him, and ſfayours 'of ſuch. ingratitude, , as ad- 
mits of -no excuſe. Indeed; without retiremenr, 
our Thoughts and Conſiderations flow at large, 
like water 1n the Sea, 'and we can make no great 
obſervations concerning them: but in retire» 
ment,. they aremuch like Water in a'Weather- 
Glaſs, and by them we may gueſs,' what tem- 
per our Souls are in, whether hot or cold, more 
exattly than men doat the warmth" or-coldneſfs 
of the weather, by the riſing and falling of: the 
hquor in thoſe Glaſſes. In-ſach retirements, a 
Holy awe and reverence feizeson'the Soul; and 
when 1 ſee men can retire to drink, to play, to 
fleep, and-to debauch themſelves,” kfee no'rea- 
fon but they may, (TIamſure they have greater 
reaſon to do it ) retire to cootiles the good, 
and welfare of their immortal Souls. oy” 


»T have already proved, that Confideration 
muſt be frequent, and conſequently this retire» 
ment muſt be fo too, not that a man muſt never 
reflect on his ations, or mind whether they = 
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good or bad, -but whetj' he retires;;No,, Con- 
lideration is either occaſional, or a folemf and 


ſet Duty either an habitual guide, or an extra» 
ordinary remembrancer ; the former, avit is unit» 
verſally ufeful , and & great means to prevent 
fin in a4 true Behever, ta.check him when he 
would commit it, ta engage him to-repentance, 
when he ts fallen, to dire& him what he muſt do, 
and to encourage him to: thoſe Puties, which 
are praclainrd in his Ears, as neceflary 'to Sal 


vation; ſoit isa neceflary companion, whiere e- 


yerwe are; or whatever we are domg 3 and. theſe 
occaſional. Conſiderations need: no retirement 3 
but ther where the ſtream of man's life muſt 
be turr'd;; or the actions of the day reviewed, 
how far they have been agreeable to. the will 
bf God, how-far they have been contrary toit, 
or whereaſtrict mortification of (in muſt be uſed, 
or where along neglefed duty muſt be made a 
familiar gueſt in-thy Soul; in a word, where the 
work to-be done, 1s of fome. more than-ordina- 
ry. difficulty, there: thoſe. occaſional refleftions 
will: not ſerye turn; but more folemn confider- 
ations muſt be called m, and theſe folemn con» - 
ſiderations, are properly. the things. which re» 
quire retirement, and, as it's fit they ſhould be 
uſed once a day at leaſt, ſo he dothtruly. mind 
the intereſt 'of his Soul, that ſome time every 
day retires, and confiders, how he hath beha» 
yed himſelf that day towards God: and: Man, 
Whether his heart hath not been too much _ 
ric 


LILY £1} f , | w; : 
ried out after the coniforts of this world, what 
incroachment they have made upon his love to 
God, and how they will fill the garden of his 
Soul-with weeds, if he do not: ſtop their. pro- 
greſs betimes, and root them up; what.compa- 


the RY of God, and the Salvation of his 


of "that Man in the Goſpel ,, who .rook, Men 
for "walking Tree , faw iſometbing ,,- but know 
Ry TK 1 5 <b>, 
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not what to” make of it, or what name togive 


While Iam diſcourſing thus, methinks I ſee 
theſenſual Reader ſmile; Retirement, thinks he, 
this wereto make my ſelf a priſoner in che ſoft. 
times of Peace, and to deprive my ſelf of that 
freedom, which God'and Nature have given 
me; This were to go into a Monaſtery, and ſub- 
mie to the. ſeverities of a Covert : this, at the 
beft, can only befit a Prieſt, but can be-no-qua- 
hfication of a Gentleman: indeed, if Gentle- 


-men had*no Heaven to gain, no Hell'to:avoid; 


if Gad' had made them Beaſts, as too rhany do 
make themſelves, we ſhould not be diſpleaſed 
at this rambling talk; but, it's an old trick, where 
Men: have” an--averfion-from a Duty, to repre- 


 Enritina-difmal drefs; and totake off the bur- 


then'from' their own Shoulders, and to bindit 
Upon others, * If they could: fatisfie God! with 
theſe ſhvfflings, as eaſily as they do their own 
Confctences, they were ſafe, but that; the great 
day mult decide; and: when the Archarzel (ball 
found 'his Trumpet,-to/gather the Dead: from. 
= parts! of the World: and. God, 'who-pre-; 
feribed' to all. Men; but:one way to happinels, 
Thall make a-ſtrict examinacion, how every 0ne 
bath -obferved the Rules and' Statutes: of that 
yay -1t will: appear, that this .retirendent, .1n 
orderto- a fcrious pondering of our ations; was 
« daity incutnbent on fome people el, beſides 


*t 


pohtes | Miniſters. - 
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Miniſters, . He" that Tetines'wpon::this account, 
doth indeed imprifon-himſclf, butit is,- that he 
may attainto true and perfect liberty,” triumph 
overthe'ſlavery of fin, lead his corruption cap- 
tive,: and free. himſc}f from the dregs: and drofs, 


' which corrupced !Naturerhath brought upon 
Lim: Littte doth: the fenſual man'think, -what 


felicity he: robs himſclfof, by ſcorning:this re- 
tirements |HereHeavenwould look more beau» 
tiful ro him, than''in a :croud 5 here he might 
ina miner with St.” iSitepher,: leenbe Heavens 
open; iand his Saviour-ftanding at: the: right 
hand 'of:+God; here:the might trulyenjoy hims 
ſelf; and: look witti:-pity:o0 thoſe men, who, 
like Spirms,- which are Jomerimescemin Mines, 
with great-labour; - do:norhing-at/alt'to :any: 
purpole'5 and whentheytbave tired, and: weas 
ried” thetnfel ves: in the world, like Flies, barn 


themſelves in that-candle;; about: which they - 


have been hovering. © 7 4 


Come finner, prepare thy Pencil, mingle the 
richeſt:Colours thong canſt-get, Draw-thy ſinful 
carcleſs life, give it -a:beautiful ' Virgins face 5 
Drawaltthe charmsthatithy fancy can find outs 

| here, Draw the Adoration theworld payes un- 
to her,; there the bows:und. cringes , whereby 
both greatiand ſmall infinuate into”herifavour; 
On her Head:draw a Tree, whoſe Fruit is Gold; 
and the Dew-whereof hardens into Pearls; lee 
her right hand graſp a:Crown, — 
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gifts on her: Clients, and Votarics.: . But: then, 
when this proud Peacock is drawn thus, in all 
her dazling circles, forget got to Draw her ugly 
feet, 1 mean:an unquiet, roaring, difturb'd; di- 
firafted, :tnembling Conſcience; for, ' into: this 
diſmal: ſhape; doth that lovely Mermaid end. 
On :the other fide, 1'll paint a Wilderneſs, a 
Grove, which wiſe Natuzeimade, :and in it I'll 
repreſent/a;idevout Soul kneeling, and with the 
Pablican, fmmng wpon her breaft ;: then will 
I'draw-'Heaven, and oatof that Heaven; Grace 
and: Mercy in the: ſhape of 'an Anget;:flying 
dawn with :this Meſlage, Fear zot;'[bave Re- 
deemed thee, than: art mines. and holding a Bot- 
tle under £0:cateh her Tears: immediately:up- 
on this, the Holy: Ghoſtſhall be ſeendeſcending, 
ſpreading -his:-beams,. and warming »that-Soul, 
and. invigorating. it to. refift the World; the 


| Fleſh, and! the! Devil: by: :and (bythe Glory 


of God ſhall appear, and crawn all:with Peace 
and. Joy., -and infinite content, and 'Etarnal 


Hallelujabs. i | #7 


F And now Sinner, which: of theſe Pitures 
wouldſt thou:chuſe >? Do-mot:the homely feet 
of the: former'#right thee? Can all-the Beauty 


thou ſceſh:in-that paimed Harlot, countervail = 


the-miſory: xt-:dies 1ato Þ: 1s-an eyeregnawing 
Conſcience, matter of ſport and-laughter?/when 
all-theſe painted Gaudes muſt break into a-dif- 
aplDudgeon; wilt thou laugh a while, _ 

thou 


| þ 0s tank Orang bak 
artfo fond of this dangerous Garden, tharnothing 
can reclaim thee from-being- delighted with.iez 
take thy - choice, give me the other»Laridskip. 
I know this World Men'are ſa:fond; -o6:ere 
long will have an end, and their pleaſures; will 
haveianend, and their ſins will /havean end, 
and-thejr glory will have 'an- end3- but- where | is 
theſdend, God's Juſtice and Indignation begins; | M 
Blefled is the man, "that hath then-the' God: of [| hi 
Facob® farthis refuge, :the :Lord will-deliver:him | ht 
xa<the time: of trouble: /what, if I enjay-none | pr 
of the-Worlds wantan-folaces> know where | of 
better and ſtronger:Confolations are, to be-had;z | be 
what if'. Thorns Ted Bryars ſurround:umy Lillies, | Te 
and'RoſesjI know they arebut to preſerve them, no 
and tothinder the: Devil from-tearing:them.go || the 
pieces itheſe- Thorns are: my ſafeguard, which | Fai 
wilt-&relong be done away; and wheni:amout | tha 
ofthe ceach of all Eneenies, my Lillies will con- 
tinuefreſh, and flouriſhing for ever: What need || lik! 
Lcovet the World, --when I am-mnade.to; live :a: {| ma; 
bove the World 2 What ſhould 1 love this Earth | Grs 
for, 'whenE have a God:to:love? Why ſhould | the 
c drm ata —— rt I _ 
Grace -me -many ; ; tare 
Promiſes; How: can I: forbear: rejoycing-.under || pai 
the .of- thenj Þ, By Grace: F, am-made 
partaker> ok) che Dire, Nature 5 ; wonderful 
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Dignity | Being -advanc'd ſo .,;, . :. -:., 
bigh, Why nds tones. BY 
mourd iwith._ a little Duſt > : 
when God-hath made-me a King, Why ſhould 
I debaſe-my elf, or ſtoop to the; mean employs 
ment of a-Peaſant 2 I know God doth not. ſee, 
as mandothſee, .a Soul that loves him above a}, 
1s more eſteemed in his fight, than the proudeft - 
Monarch; -nor do rags tright him from fixing 
bis. habitation-there, where he meets. with an 
humble, broken heart :-let others glory in their 
great Titles, in this111 glory, that I am a Child 
of God. - Who can expreſs the Honour God 
beſtowes-on thoſe that;give their hearts to him? 
To be a Child of Gods infinitely - greater Ho- 
nor, than to be of Kin to Princes, or: to have 
the Blood of Nobles running in my veins.' A 
Father expreſſes greater. endearments to him, 
that-parcicipates of his nature, and draws his 
ſubſtatice from him, than to him, that's only 
like hiarin the face 3, How far greater love; then 
may 1 conceive in God to-a Child, which by 
race is a 'partaker of Divine Nature, :than to 
the bleſſed Angels themſelves.? The whole Cre- 
ation in a manner participates of the Divine-Na+ 
tare; but all other Creatures are but Pictures, 
painted :Images of that Glorious Nature; be 
that is'a Child of God, is a lively Image of bis 
Father, whichis in Heaven, and he hath Fellow- 
ſhip, and Communion with the Father; and his 


SonJeſav Chriſt. What myitericsare theſe things 
| Gg to: 
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to apoor Worldling ? but Qh how corafonrable 
tohim, that feels: the good Spirit bearing 'wit- 
riefs- with his Spirit, -that he 15a Child/of Godt 
If God be my Father, then all the/Riehes he 
hath are 'mine; if he be my Father, 'he.carinot 
but take ſpecial care of me 3; for Cam-4- Mother. 
forget ber fucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not have 
compaſſion on the Fruit of her womb, yeaz\ ſhe 
may forget, yet will ;I-not forget thee, behold, 1 
lave engraver thee on the palms' of my band; 
Ejay" 49. 15. 16. Fathers ſometimes, 'expoſe 
their -owr hives to ſave their Sons 3 God hath 
done infinitely more for me-, for he aſſumed 
humane Nature, and expoſed his life: for|me; 
who was his Enemy, and a Traitor to hero 
y night become his Son. 


«By Grace I am the friend of God, if God 
hid not-taken me for his Child, yer how excels 
lent, how incomprehenſible would the favour 
be, that he vouchfafes to takeme-intothe nuns 
ber of bis friends? What 2 ſtir do' men. keep, 
topurchaſe the Friendſhip of Great/Met2 How 
lirtlte _ pres the AP of _ Al- 
hty ? they have not- Souls clear enough to 
adfirs. the Mercy ;- their underftandings-are 
too'carthy to adotefo =m a bounty 5: itire- 
quires roo much Spiritand Mind, to be raviſhed 
with fuch compaſſion. : A Friend 1s- often loved 
better than near Relations; What-may- nat 1 


Þromiſe- IIS: vg this Love axtFrndl6p 
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of God? What calamity.or miſery. is there, in 
whielsthis-love cannot hold my Head, and keep 
« frotwakite To beloved of God, is to be: 
Rd with the: richeſt-ſtream, .and to live upon 

Agihk and Honey." T{God laid down his life for: 
kisencemies; What will he not do for his Friends? 
when I"was his enemy, God ſeemed-to-love-me 
more thar- he-did+ himſelf, and now that Lam 
his friend, Shall I think:he will-love me leſs than. 
anBnemy 2 How: ſhould I rejoyce to have ſuch 
4 friend" as Jonathan was? but alafs] What is 


thisfriendſhip to Gods love ? All humanefriend- 


ſhip-is perfe@ petfidiouſneſs, in; compariſon of 
Gods friendſhip. :- God ſo loves his friends, that 
he knows not bow to be ſeparated from them 
it God had no other place to. move 'in, but 
Heaven, he would leaye that Heayen, and come 
downiandjoyn himſelf ts thoſe, whom by his 
Spirit he -hath adopted into the number of his 
friends 5 ſogreat, ſo immenſe'is Ins love to thems | 
He that 16 a friend -of God, becomes Gods in» 
dividual - companion. - What a favour would 
«have been counted, -if the Son of God, when 
he was on Earth, would have joyned: himſelf 
to one-particalar man, 'and- would have, never 
departed from him? What a priviledge then 
muſt it be, for onie whois God's friend, to-have 


the Divinity always preſent with him, not only 
as" companion, but+as an: inhabitant, for he 
dwells in ws by his Spirit. Did ever any Father 


love'his Son ſo, 4$'never to part:.company 2Did 
7 ; | z 4 6 g 2 6 gf - ever 
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ever; any Mother love;her Child, as nevex to 
ſuffer it to go from her Arms 2? But God. is c0n- 
tinually embracing his friends. Among men.a 
Father cannot be always there where his Son is, 
but God knows not how to be from him, that 
is; bis friend; and though God be in all crea- 
tures by his Eſſence, Preſence, and Power, yet 
that. is, becauſe he is God; with' a Gracious 
Soul he is, becauſe that Soul is his friend 3 andif 
God were not immenſe and infinite, and could 
not be with; .his other creatures, yet he would 
be with ſuch a Soul with whom he is oze Spiritz 
andit: he could forget things, yet he could not 
forget ſuch a Soul, or lay aſide the thoughts of 
bis proſperity , and welfare 3 and if. he could 
forſake his. other creatures, yet he could not 
forſake fuch: a Soul, but would work alwayes 
{ome good or other in her: for Gods love. 
ing ſtrong, its always aQive, and where God 
bears a good Will to a Soul , he cannot but 
communicate goodneſs to her. Yap 
And, Shall-I,, after all this, repine, becauſe 
Jam nqta Favourite of Kingsand Princes,when, 
I have God formy conſtant guide, andafociate? 
Haw, ſhall I ſtand  amaz'/d; at the ſtrangeneſs of 
the favour? if, God: ſhauld charge all the An- 
gas of Heaven, all the Ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand Spirits, which wait-upon him,. to, go 
and; attend, fych,a man with all the Grandeur, 
and Majeſty.1maginables yet what is all this but 
- .defart $9; Gogs ſociety? in having him for 


wy aſſociate, I enjoy more Dignity. more Ma- | 


jelty. 
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ty, more Pomp and Glory, than' if 1 bad 

all the Armies of Heaven ' waiting upon 'me; 
and can think, God is always with me, and 
Wy not provide for me? If 1 ſhould negle& 
all thitgs in the World, and mind' nothing but 
he t] Fas of God, and my Fathers bufinefs, I 
might'be confident that he would feed me, and 
fapport me, becauſe ſo Great, ſo Good, ſo 
Almighty, ſo kind a friend, could not ſee me 
7 oY "The Son of God hath not honoured 
any Angel with the name of Brother,” and yet 
if Tam united to him by Grace, and'by his 
;Spuit, T enjoy this priviledge 3 and as Mothers * 
ove thoſe Children moſt, tor which they have 
faffered and endured moſt; fol may+be con- 
fident, that God loves me moſt fervently, be- 
Eauſe he hath ſuffered for me on the Croſs, and 
endured moſt bitrer Tortures and Agonies for 
"me. "How may Iexult? How may I triumph 


+ 


in” this love? : 


. O my God! the Angels, for the leaſt drop»f 
that 'Grace, thou haſt beſtowed on'them; are 


"niore beholding to' thee, than all other: crea- 
rures, for all their natural gifts, atd for: the 
'Creation of the whole World : but for theleaft 


degree of Grace thow haſt conferred on me, 1 


am more beholding' to thee, than all the An- 
gels in Heayein'; for that I might live by Grace, 
thou deliver'dft thine own Son, 'the"Son of thy 
"Boſorn, * the brigfitneſs of -his Fathers Glory;/#& 
. be Cructfied, and'to dyefor me; which'ismore 


G83 +4: than 


* £ 


tanthou baſt-donefor- all tbe)Angels an Hea- 
ven. and thus:thou haſt obliged/me more: than 

.thow haſt done the Heayenly Cherahins; and Sere 
So. © 3 =f: A {te AE. Lek 4 at EPTICE 

/; Farewel:ungreateful treacherous World! 1 
haveſcenenough of thy deceitful Prefents. | T'U 
follow-thy weak judgment noJonger,]'lleftecta 
no Riches but what-my Saviour bath counted (os 
'In:following him I: cannoterre; iſcll-denial} and 
doing :the will of God,;'were: the Treafures 
ke ſtudied tobe Maſter of 3; Why' ſhould not 
zudge:-that. to. be: Riches, :which: God chath 
- Pdged fo2:'Why ſhould not-my: mind:-agree 
with theverdictof the Moſt High 2: Nay, wben 
| God dothilove me ſocentirely; Why: ſhould 
not-1-for love of bim conform my-underſtand- 


wg to; bis. jadgment2, I. ſce,. thoſs:that-love 


the World, 'at the ſame time confeſs, ;that they 
ought -to- love: the. everlaſting. Riches:morez 
for, if the fading things deſerve-+ their love, 
things permanent and. folid, and-eternal;onght 
to be loved; much--more;. I will not: :think 
much-of.Afﬀlictions now; for I find-that God 
by-them, would make me weary:of: my- fond- 
ne6.:to; periſhable: traſh, and-: elevate and raiſe 
my: Soul , -40-embrace:thoſe Treaſures, ' which 
neither Men nor Devils.cat: ſteal-away. + Phy- 
ſitians;-I;fee 4: whenthey wauld cure a fick;man, 
make/bim ficker than-he:is, by enjoyning;him 
abſtinence;. by | Aduſtipns,. by Vomitives, by 
putting: higz. to-greater,-torments. 7 LT wy 
. $2 | 0! 
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euul i *Hcd&y God wonld: make it - pertectly 
well 5 but tachis; my fickne(s, that God fouit 
put meto pain, and anguiſh, and great trouble, 
before I can: be well; my Heart is all Flint; 
* but when this ſtone. is (truck ſufficiently, it 

will. then: ſend forth Holy: Fire 3 when. my 
FVleſh+is \weak, my Strength will retice moce 
to my Mind, and Underſtanding, -and Þ {hall 
be fitrer''for-- Heaven. .The glorified Bodies 
of Saints, 11 the Jaſt day, will be the more 
(plendid und illuſtrious, the more they have 
been 'afflicted;, and-tortured- here,., and. thine 
the more ;' the'more diſmal the Dungeon was; 
they were kept in, during their abode.in this 
Valley of: Tears. - Why ſhould I weep, when 
God takes away from me the cauſe of weeping? 
How' many thouſands are now weeping in Hell, 
becauſe /they enjoy'd ſo much of the. worlds 
comforts;/ and made them occaſions of affront» 
ingtheir Creator? Shall I count that loſs,awwhich 
'38:my gaitt, and: call my want of Riches,'a 
misforturſe , when it is the. greateſt remedy to 
fit-my Soul for Heaven? What impudence is it 
ime, to" defire that" of 'God, which F ought 
to hate, atithe molt, love but with. fear-and 
arembling? What inhumanity to-my felt is it, 
- © beg- poiſon: of the Father of Lights, and:to 
murmur that he gives me not-that Viper,which 
. will; ſting me _inta- endleſs tortures? My: Jove 
of the world is Adultery, and; ſhall I deftrethar 
wwherewith I have' committed Adultery 2 Is 2t 
£54  Gg 4 * "-ad- . 


not! all one, as if > Woman'ſhould entreatheci 
Husband, to let ther ehjoy: the pleafinerofoad 
untiwful Bed ? the Husband doth. ſhew-grear: 
mercy to her, in that, when he might puniſh; 
her more ſeverely, he only removes the 'Adul- 
terer;" and, ſhall I count that mercy/ an injury? 
In wiſhing for the Riches, and Greatneſles /of 
this World, Ido as much'defire-God to give me 
that, whereby [ do offend: him; (Shall I be 
angry with a Chirurgion, who, to prevent. the 
ſpreading of my Cancer, cuts off a Member,ts 
preſerye my life? and, Shall I take it i}-of 
God, 'for wounding my Fleſh, co:draw-our 
the Arrows that Rtcke in my hear, and would 
fefter ,, and kill me, if not pull d'-out > 
times?" | 
PREBEI T be crown'd if 1 ſtrive | [ni00y 
How {641] -I firive, if I have-no/ temptation? 
I catitotſtrive. without an enemy, and wittE 
our ſtffving there can be'no victory 3" the 
_ [doth ' not” pull the Gold" out of 
_ ite, tit ſufficiently refined, 'and fhall-I 
reel that God lets the Fiery Trials con- 
rith "ip In me; when-it'is'cettain, that my 
Gad & vt; yet fit-to be receiv'd into. the 
_ Sifidtiry FFam full of dangers, but my great 
'E | fee 1s ſecurity. ''Men fear, and' quake, 
4H99- tremble ;* if they- are' in” the midſt 
DP ah HKootred' enemies. I have- all "the 
vis! in Hal againſt'me;-and a whole —_— 
Lults 
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Lufts:Sent ©to ruine-me:, and am not aftaid... 
And-when:there is nothing can rouze mefrom: 
ms ſecurity, but. aflliction, ought not L-to kiſs. 
the-:rod?1n; the greateſt .. troubles, I may: be. 
aflured;/that. Gad loves 'me , and. that; It cis; 
not: his Apger, .but his Love; that follows.me- 
with-chaltifements;5- and-,. Why: ſhould iH fret” 
under the; yoak-2. ;eſpecially., : when; fretting. 
and truggling;.to ſhake. it offi before God's. 
time,doth. but; make my neck. more ſore, and. 
the-yoak\\far (morg-uneaſic 2: IL. brought,.the'; 
_ cauſe; ok ſulfering with, me. 1ato (the; World ,, 
whicly 5ifin,, and, How,can.. IL expet ſhall be; 
freed»from ſuffering, itill I.am freed. from fin? . 
God might have Son me in Heaven, imme--. 
diately upon my coming, into the World;,. 
without - any of theſe outward troubles: he 
conld -as eaſily produce Bread.out of the Earth, 
as:he doth. the-Ears: of; Corn 3; but, that Man- 
mway:.\weat and labour,. and rellifh his. Bread- 
the better,\he cauſes only the Earg..of::Corn. 
to ſpring;.and of them Bread muſt be.mades 
 Þ4:by labour; and; ſuffering, Gad: leads me 
unto-Glory 3 that I; may,the better reliſh his. 
bounty,; and. liberality, and;-my_reſt.,may. be. 
the fiyecter, after my toil. and tempeſts Sa 
| Afﬀiction,: I.:know, cannot; hurt. .me , for: my 
Savigqury. hath been; my taſter.3; there can. be 
' no. bitterneſs. in .theſe.. herbs; when..my, God. 
hath ſeaſon'd- them. Why. ſhould | loye God 
Jeſs than dogs do their Maſters?. Theſe, poor 
wy | rutes 


o' 


Brutes are beaten, and ſtruck, and chid,- and 
pelted with ſtones, and yet:the more they/are 


beaten, the mote. they: love their owners; arid | 


cringe, and bow ,, and humble themſelves be- 
fore themz Shall 'T be worſe than-a Beaſt, 
and ſhall I carry a rational Sout -1n' my-Breaft, 
and: kick againſt thoſe pricks which God: hath 
ſet: to guard (me from Eternal Flames? All-my 
ſorrows and: bitterneſs will ſhortly "be ponred 
out into. an ocean of ſweetneſs, -and;, How: lit- 
tle of it ſhall I perceive then? it will then be 
all: loſt ina Sea of Glory, and: I hall forget 
that..I was poor, and wretched, and \naked, 
and miſerable, when 'I ſhall be eternally-en- 
__riched with Gods bounty, enamoured withihis 
_ perfection, decked with his Majeſtick Robes, 
comforted: with his Confolation,delighted: with 
his love, enriched by his wiſdom , and-ſatisfied 
with his beauty, in- whoſe. Preſence there's 
fulneſs of Joy, and pleafure- at his right hun@, 
for evermore, - Ly 3 5 8"IFE 


Theſe are {ome deſcants upon thatPiureof 
Retirement, with ſuch conſolations can he'that 
retires, refreſh himſelf,while the Man that'wea- 
ries himſelf with the vanities of this World, finds 
no ſolid. peace, and when he comes to dye;muſt 
Jook. back..upon- his former-life with horror 
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\nother great help to Conſideration, is * 


; 


lhe 
Prager, this: is the. Ambaſſador, that muſt go 
to Heaven; and fetch the aſliſtance of God's 
Spirit from thence. Conſideration ſhews me 
my..danger, and. my . happineſs,, but its the 
Sputit.of -Gad muſt blow upon. my. affe&ions, 
that. they may. actually ſhun: the one ,; and 
xeach after .the other, . and/this Spirit muſt be 
had by Prayer, not. by; Lip-labour, not by 
Prayer, unto which the heart is a ſtranger, 
and knows . not. what the Tqngue means in 
making fauch a noiſe , but by. Prayer, which 
.Exprefles the 'xcal defires . of the. heartz by 
Prayer, that GSows from. a deep. ſenſe of the 
abſolute neceffity of the Grace of God, and 
hath fire and flames enongh.,to bear ir up in- 
to Heaven... For if you which are enil , car 
give good gifts unto- your Children, how much 
moxe fhall your Heguvenly Father give bis holy 
Spirit to them that ash, bim, faith Chriſt, ' Lac. 
I1..13. and what kind of asking this is, ap- 
pears from the Parable immediately preceding; 
- Far which. of. you, faith Chriſt, v. 5. ſhell have 
friend, and ſhall ga to him at midnight, aud ſay 
unto him, Froend, lend me three loaves; for @ 
"Friend of mine in-his jaurney is come unto me, and 
I have nothing \to ſes before him 3 aud he frons 
within ſhall anſwer. and. ſay, Trouble me not ; for 
the door 3s now ſhut, and my children are with 
ee in bed, I caunot riſe and give thee « 1 ſay 
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unto you, though he will not riſe and give him, 
becauſe be is his Friend, yet becauſe of bi 


Fs inmpor- 
#uvity be will riſe, and give him as many as he 
reeds... And then it follows immediately, Ack, 


- 


and it . ſhall be giver you, i. e. Ask for Gods 
Holy. Spirit, with the ſame importunity, with 
the- ſame fervency and earneſtneſs, that ' this 
Man did the Loaves; follow God with in- 
ceflant cries, reſolve not to be denied, and it 
ſhall moſt certainly be given you. 


. The truth is,importunate and fervent Prayer, 
ſhews, a Man is in good earneſt, and that he 
doth not come- to God out of Formality,, of 
meerly to - ſatisfie the motions of a fearful 
Conſcience, but that a great ſenſe of the good- 
nels and mercy of God » and of his. Spicitus] 
wants and neceſſities, puts him upon Prayer, 
and ſuch Prayers God cannot deſpiſe , be- 
cauſe he hath promiſed to hear them; and 
of this the Evangeliſt gives us a very ilſuſtri- 
ous, example in he Woman of Cenaer,  cry- 
ing unto Chriſt, Lord, help me. © The Anſwer 
is rough, It #s not ancet to take the Childrens 
Bread , and give it unto Dogs : yet this doth 
not. tertifie her, ſhe doubles her cries , and 
ſeems to'catch our Saviour” in-his own words; 
Truth, Lord 3 yet the Dogs eat of the crumbs 
which fall from their Maſters Table. - And now 
God can hold no longer, but from-his Mouth 
Irops- the joyful word, O' Woman, great is thy 

. | faith, 


faith, be it unto thee even as thon wilt, Matth, 
15:25, 26, 27- - | 


', Prayer ſandtifies Confideration,and wherethe 
Soul begs hard of God, that God would ſet home 
the reflexions ſhe bath had, and work her into 
a willingneſs tocloſe with his will,that he would 
mcreaſe that light which Confideration hath 
giyen her; give that light fire roo, to warm as 
well as clear her, and drive and force thoſe 
Convittions, Conſideration hath afforded her,in- 
to a ſerious converſion; terrifie her ſo with that 
fight of fin, which Confideration hath preſent- 
| Ed to her, that ſhe may remain no longer in the 
Suburbs of Hell, but come out of Sodoz, and fo 
allure her with that beauty of Holineſs, which 
Confideration hath let her have a view of, that 
(he may not be able to reſiſt the ſplendor , but 
ſubmit to. the power, and ſend his Spirit ſo to 
move upon her affeCtions, ſo to aftuate her en- 
deavours, fo to encourage her with promiles , 
that it may not lie in the power of the Devil, 
nor. in thepower of ber Luſts,to gainſay, or con- 
tradict, or daſh the reſolutions ihe hath taken 3 
where the Soul doth, with ſtrong deſires, pour 
out theſe her requeſts before God, appeals to 
| his goodnefs,and lollicits his clemensy, thegood 
Father opens the gates of Heaven, lets in the 
Meſſenger, makes him welcome, ſmiles upon 
him, and ſends him back laden with Mercy, and 
puts words into bis mouth, and bids him tell 


_— he 


- The!G1696'W: 


a 
_ prayer, [have heard thee an acceptable" tive; 


the day of ſalvation have'T ſuccour'd thee, I'll 


pour ont my Spirit upon thee, T will "oye Rivers 
77 high places, and fountains in the midſt of vitt- 
leys; I will make thy wilderneſs « foot of wittey , 
and thy ary land fprings of water 5 I wilt plant 
_ 7n the wilderneſs the Cedar, 'and the Myrtle; an 
fhe Oil-tree will I ſet i the deſart, that tho meift' 
- ſee, and know, ant conſider, and nrderſt: go 
 ther,that the hand of the Lord hath Aonie this: tne 
the Holy One of Tfrael hath reared ”, 2 Cor: o 
2, Ef ar 18, 19, 20. | TIED 
Up then, Chriſtian, whs1 art reſolved: not'to- 
let the concerns of thy Soul lie acfix and (e-* 
vens, who att afraid-to hazard Eternity 'with' 
_ careleſs beſotted World ; like' another Li- 
Alms of the King of-Heaven; Off 
Soud, and ſpare wot: ' ſhew him thy wounds, 
thy ulcers, thy poverty, thy want, thy necefhi- 
' ty; leta greater fervency attend thy Lex no 
for Spiritual bleſfings,' than others uſe in 
ging for Temporal Mercies. ' Prayer ' is ©, 
way to be enrich'd with-alt the Treafares of 
Heaven; feck God's affiſtance with tears - in 
thine eyes3 remember thy \SouV is  infraitely 
more precious than thy Body: and ifa Beggar 
in the ftreet is ſo earneſt with thoſe that paſs 
by, to give him fomething for the'telief of hig 
corp a oughr'ft not* I all 
D _ _ hire, 


the Sonl boldly 'from thtr" G6dwho: heaters: 


. fire; fo procure'thoſe bleſſings which will en- 
rich--thy- Soul for eyer 2 Behold how others 


tiave ſped, Behold how Theodoſias the Empe-- 


ror Prays, and the Winds fight for him : Behold 
how Arnianus Prays, and the Army of Attilas 
is defeated /upon't. Behold: how the Chriſti- 
an. Soldiers under Axrelizs Pray, and on a ſad- 
den the Heavens drop down Rain torefreſhthe 
| faimtuig Warriors. Behold how Arcadius 
,Prays,and the Earthquake ceafeth | Behold, 
how Paul the Novatian Biſhop Prays, and the 
Fire, which invaded the Church is ſtop'd. Jo- 
ſeph's Brethren were pinch d with Famine, be- 
cauſe they knew not that their Brother Reign'd 
in Egypt 3 Why ſhould'ſt thou ftarye, Chriſti- 
an, when thy elder Brother reigns in Heaven, 
who:knows what thou wanteſt 3 and is a faith- 
fa} High-Prieſt, and is touch'd with the feeling 
of thy infirmities, and was 1n all points tempt- 
ed even ay thou art?. Come boldly to the 
Throne of Grace, that thou may'ſt obtain mer- 
ey;and find help in the time of need, - If God 
hath'done to others for his Servants fake, 
who have pleaſed him, What will- not God do 
for thee for his Sori's fake, in' whom alone he 
is well-pleaſed ?- If God doth ſo highly eſteem 
the piety of Men, that he profeſſes. tor my Ser- 
vant Jacob's ſake, for my ſervant Dawd's ſake, 
I will-be kind eo-ſuch- a ones Will-he dero- 
gate, doſt thou think, from the merits and love 
of his own Sor? Will he barden his heart , or 
RG | _ ſtop 
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ſtop his-ears, ar turn/away-his exegwhenthoy 
calleſt upon him. for Chriſt's. ſake to: ſendrdown 
apo thee the day-ſpring. from. on-high £ Chrifht 
the very object of God's, delight z:nothingi4s 
{weet, nothing is pleafing to him, but through 
and. -in_ . Chrift.: whatever:.is amiable-ahg a&; 
ceptable.in us, it is for-Chriſt: his ſake, tha 
God dath-think it ſo... Withoutlight, al Cor: 
lors. are inviſible, there.is no. beauty. in.thewy 
the light ſhining upon them,:makes them loak:; 
o”_ and amiable;, —_— Chriſt, —_ 
would appear pure, or 1OVe1y,,'Or, great,.:Qr Gen, 
lightful. fo Feſ«!. How ought our Souls.tov 
rejoyce in thy Name!; How dear, how..pretis: 
ous ought iv, and thy £16 our. eyes, leing: 


by that we live, and thy.croſs.is Qur exaltationgs 
thy. contempt makes us -honorable,-.and thy: 


tears.giwe..us a Title:to Joys, which laſt for; 
ever. Hetbat looks on a; green Glaſs, fancies. 


all things he looks upon to; be green... God 
looking. upon our holy. endeavours in Chriſt 
Jeſus, they all appear to him lovely and good ; 
becauſe. all that Chriſt did, was good, and .in--- 
finitely pleaſing. tobim. [The World had pe- 
riſa. d tep.t nd times, if God had not look'd: 


J LET 2 TAE IEDTITEIDEY ESL a — 


-FI 


4% & - 


- A, $5.4. 4 yr - 
+7 ” tn; 
ſ 29 
4 Lol PS 


| of 'Coliliver 46s 
iay held on the horns of this Altars and if thou 
kuoweſt not what to fay, when thou haſt"ta- 
ke a\fcrious' view of thy ways, make uſe of 
this, or ſome other Form, | CT 


- H thou who art the Father of the Spirits of 
: all fleſh, the Father of lights, with whone 
there #*- no variableneſt, nor ſhadow of turnivig 5 
heve-liet: a' poor miſerable ſinful Wretch before 
thee, not worthy to lift up his eger and hands 
th Hleaven; I know not where to look,” for ſhame 
ui confuſion of face, ſo long have I gone aStray 
from thee , /o _ have I provoked thee, ſoof= 
ten have lighted thee, ſo often have 1 turned 
thy -_ into wantonneſs , ſo long have Ttraded 
is Sin,” and been buſy with iniquity , ſo long 
have I plaid with Mercy, and made « laughing- 
ſhock of puniſhment , that thon mayſt juſtly 
abfemt thy ſelf from me for ever; ſo diſingenuonſiy 
have I dealt with thee, ſo often have 1 endeavoured 
io 'blind thy all-ſeting eye, and to cheat my fel, 
that thou mighteſt juſtly cauſe -me to fall a prey 
to Satan, look flern upon me, ard charge me , 
mever any more to ſee thy"fate. O wretched" 
creatare that 1 am ! 'who ſhall delrver me from 
the body of this death'2 Oh my Lord, how often 
haſt thou" darted; Rays of Light into 'my Soul, 
and the impure" fire of my Laſts hath prevailed 
againſt them * how often haſt thox fſuggeited to 
my Soul the" danger it bath been in; and yet I 
have — "often haſt thon flung - 


o 
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wy i heart » prichd it 11 and: gonded ;ib tits (ſed. 


rions reflexions. and how ſoon hath this: vain 
World takes me, off egain , .and dull d and 
daſh'd-thoſe.Conſiderations ? how often .haſt thou 
ſent ſparks of Grace into my Soul , while I have 
done: what I could to ſmother that. holy yer 
bow juitly might'f# thou. ſay , My Spixit ſhall 
no longer ſtrive with.thee? . O22 God, there 
is no. plague, no puniſhment  that's.. threatued 
ae thy Law., but 1 have deſerved. it 3 1 only 
Pand amazed at thy, patience, that I have eſcar 
ped ſo lang without being conſumed and ruine 
ed.. Wilt. thou receive ſuch a: Prodigal into 


#hy. favenr ? wilt thog be reconciled #0 ſo. greed 


a Rebel e. wilt thon- paſs by unkjadneſſes of je 
deep: a dye? are the, gates of Mercy open: yes 

far ſo. wile & Wiretch £ . Ds not. I come. tov lates 
| A my Lord, to the Thrane of Grace.? will Gad 


yer -infreated for ſuch a. forloyn: crea» 


tures Is there yet compaſſion left. for ſuch: 4 
paox ſnnner ? O my God, 1 - on ot thy 
Pamer ,; but thy Will,, 0 pity ſach.-a. Traitor 
' 45 1. have been: I know thy Mexcy is infor 
nite ,, it would be a. diſparagement to- thy Glo- 
73. axd. . Perfedbion,, #0, deny. the exceeding.” vie 
ches af thy .Grace 5 thou couldſt nod. be God, 
7 ns .exceeded. thy power to fargive-3 but 


fy, Jnr ex | : 
when 1 refle® on' thy. threatnings ,, how juitly 


th;n devgunceſt\ wrath and, indignation: aps 
all thoſe \ that obStinately'prefer their | faokſh'ae- 
ſres ,- before all the DiGates and Oraoks of thy 
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holy Syaeit -' O hzue not I reaſon' to fear that 
as fay to *ywe, Thou ol orien me, 
ard, fetved other gods; whereforeT will de- 
liver *hte*rio more. And yet how free, how 
fulluare - promiſes to "the truly penitent £ how 
| full: of ſweetneſs arid love are all thy gracious 
erigageMents ty thoſe that will have 'no more to do 
with 1ol+ ; that will cleave to thee alone, that 
wif renounce themſtloes, and follow thee? O 
vey Lord, theſe thy Promiſes ave my refuge 5 were 
7 rot for theſe, defperation woul#4 be my porti- 
ow.” 1 do in ſome meaſure ſee my folly; I ſee 
what # giatiows , tender, patient , long-ſuffering' 
God I have offended'; 1 ſee how my Soul hath 
teaned on broken reeds, what a ſandy founda- 
tion 1 have trafted to, how the World hath be- 
ited me, how I have ſhunn'd thy company, 
beer glad when God hath been fartheſt from my 
thivtghtr, rejogced when T have been leaſt of all 
refle@r17y on thy goodneſs. ' T have nothing to 
plead for my ſelf , 1 have 0 Apology to make, 
#he greateſt charity cannot excuſe my miſdemea- 
nors; T1 have had light and darkern'd it ; convi> 
Gions,” and ſmother d them; knowledge, and a- 
buſed: it; reaſon, and perverted it ; heard thy 
word, and ſcorn'd it; enjoyd the means of 
Grace ,, and continued blind ind hard under 
them. Thy Merty is my Sanftnary, I am weary 
of _nry burthen, 'I loath my tranſgreſſions, I ans 
willing to be'rid of ris, T deſire to abhor them; 
butt though 1 at thus willing, wy fleſh is weak, my 
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NOTE 5, 
will dull, my affetti 


ro *yo0aneſs faint 7, * my-"reſalutions - inevnibant. 
Come\, Of my Lord, conre down: ito" my Soul, 
come quickly, O thin great” preſerver-of Ment 
teach me to anſwer. -all the -youſons © of. fleſh 


and. blood, againſt a ſeriows *conuerſion.; > arm” 
me with arguments to beat, dow" my carual in- 
tereſt; furniſh me with motives to'a truly Hea- 
wenly life 51 motives, whith may break- through 
all the Devils pugpiioess motroes, which \way 
invalidate and weaken tbe —- motions 'of 
my luſts. Come down, thou Sun x4 Righteouſneſs, 
thou mighty Stay of -Jacob , diſpell the. clouds 
and miils which are upan my reaſon, vlear the 
tyes of my underſtanding, and enable. me t0ſee 
the "arts of ſin, the wiles of the Devil, the'ſnares 
of the World , the ſtratagems of the: Flaſh, and 
aff "the wiſchief that's plotted againi® my. Soul 
by my Spiritual enemies. Convince me aloddegh- 
ly *that to follow thee is. my greateſt intereſt, 
that to. reſiſt theſe enemiet 3s my. greateſt: ſaft- 
ty, that-#p.-watch- againit theſe charms ar my 
greate#Þ-Felicity, © O let me apprehend : fin, as it 
* is the ' greateſt evil , let it appear.-very terrible 
"#0 my mind ; reprefent. unto me Heaven , and 
thy Love,” and all thatthou-haſt done for me, 
"tr ſuch lively coloww\, that neither death nor 
life, neither \good"preport nor evil report, mey 
*ſeparate we from thy love.:- 0 let "thy kindneſs, 
—*apd. rhe _— of thy Sons. Death ;-and -Paſ- 
Pow; and ReſurreTion, appear to me in:fuch 
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| in thy wayesr aud ordinances; ftrevgthen"yny tte 
ſolutions, O deliver me from that fickleneſs"Þ 
have .ſo. long been. guilty of 5 ' make my purpaſes 
firm, let them be as the Mountains of Gad, which 
can wever be moved, lit nothing. be able to weas. 
hen, my good intentions, give me conrage to fight 
the good fight : O. Lord, in thy ſtrength Fll. reſiſt, 
by thy power I will conquer. My heart hath 
lock'd thee out, O knock again, and if it will xot 
qreld, break, open the door, aud let all my core 
ruptions waniſh, at thy preſence, O Lord, 1 
beg no Riches, no Honors, no Preferments 5 
if I have but Food and Raiment, 1 will teqrn 
there eek F+ Kaas a its if y Grace. T 
want 5 eſtapiiſh me with thy fre? Opirit's grue 
ee ſpiritual wiſdom , even that wiſdom which 
mgkes me wiſe unto ſalvation: Thou art nigh 
wrto them that call upon thee , yea unto off 
ſuch 4s call upon thee fet?foully 'O caſt: we 
- 2:0t away from thy preſence, I am thine," O ſave 
me , order my ſteps according to thy Word 3 
when I read it , let me read it with that at- 
tention, as to obſerve and take notice of what 
thou doſt command; when I hear it, let me hear 
it, as if it were the laſt time that ever 1 ſhould 
hear it : ' Let thy Oracles make deeper impreſ- 
frons on me than ever; daſh all thoſe evaſions 
and excuſes -I uſed to alledge, when. I have had 
v0 mind to obey thee: let the good mutions- 0 

thy Spirit prevail ; O that there ſhould be ſuc 

difficulty in conquering a poor ſinner! O hat 


0 
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God. fſhould--be forced to tareſs me to: my bupr © 
pineſs 11.0 that Heaven ſhould attrait: we. no . 
More! O that God ſhould . need , to ſend out 
Meſſengers, to entreat me "to come 10 the Sups 
| per of the Lamb! Lord, take away this dulneſs , 
make me mount up with wings as Eagles , let 
me"not be able to go ont of thy preſence, till 1 
| hawk fully and anfcienedly reſolved to give my 
fFelF up to thy ſervice. ff TY 
O Jef, the Light of the World, who enlight+ 
eſt every" Man that comes into the World-., 
where thou" dwelleſt, there Mercy dwells; 0 
' dwell in- my Soul, and Mercy and Truth wiſl 
Riſe each other there: Teach me 10 hate. my ſelf; 
wot only for the hurt I have done\to-my ſelf; 
but' for the. injuries and indignities I have of 
fer'd thee; 1*was a horrid Moniter , thox, by 
#by Death, madeſt me a pleaſing ſpeGacle 3n the 
febtr of Heaven ;, TI lay in the mire and pit, thox 
draft” advance me into thy Father's bojome 5..1 
lay tremblics nuder the jaws of the hellife Dr. 
gu ar gaveſt ws a place in_the heart of God; 
1 was unworthy df thy gratiows Aſped , and thaw 
heſ# made” we Capable of being embraced. hy the 
great and terrible God; I lay ow a — 
fot . didſt promote me toa Fhrowe; thou. 
done ny forme; which I durſtnot have boped, 
or wiſh'd fort it had been- exough to have avlie 
ver d me from Hell, but _that would not\catr 
ternrh thee, exceph 1 were raiſed abavs the; Hear 
\ Werrf,) and above Aytels ton c 3 bad been, favors 
ao Hh gg Cn, 


unworthy bave I lived. of . this incomprehenſible 


love? . O. that 1. might not be able to -refles 


| 
we , aud It firive. to enter -in at. the ftrait 
Gate, parijie my. Spirit , waſh my Soul wi 


thy. Blood, that's. the: Eye-ſalve which will make 


awe ſep, that's the Medicine which will cure my 
blindneſs:  O cleanſe me, and I ſhall be whi- 
ter than Snow: . O thou inexhauſted Fountain 
of Goodneſs, let me not go away dry from thee , 
tet the light of thy countenance always ſhine a- 
$out me, and by _ light let me diſcover , not 
only er ſins,” bit my more ſecret corrup- 
þonade raw _ after thee, and I a; run, hide 
wein thy wounds, be my Advocate , and plead 


that. deſire reſt, behold I come , receive me gre- 
viouſly, love me freely, teach me to rely. on thee 
21 . my Treaſure, my Sovereign Comfort z, 
44%, af the fruits of the Spirit to grow in "y 
ee Ott, 


ow my life without. . indignation | Thou art- 
e Way, the Truth, and the- Life.z. dired- 


wy cauſe ; thou oary open thy Arms to all © 


| 


\ 


| 


| 
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Forul»*O-delp mee, or elſe I periſh; O aſſift me. 
or-ielſe 1-fejnt'; my Conſcience Fs Y ,0 
ag thow- ſpeak, peace unto it; the roaring Liow 
threatens to devour me, O ſhew 6-4 littering 
Sword, and drive him away. God's anger 
burns againſt me, O throw ſome drops "of thy 
Blood into that fire, and it will go out. Let 
ae: be content to ſell all for thee , let me not 

ple to part, even with the beſt things I 
have" for thy ſervice 3 ſet me as 4 Seal upon thy 
beatt, ftream down the waters of Life upon mes, 
BF: open my -monuth wide, O do thou fill it: 1 
will live to my ſelf no more , poſſeſs all my fu 
culties, and unite them to thee : make me truly 
atquainted with my ſelf, let thoſe joys thou haſt 
The me in all my iris 


promiſed to thy Saints, 
ſec Come, of elus, come. quickly. 
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trden that the Spices may flows move powers 


Puts erect far "Repertance. - Let we be truly 
aid-#0" reſiſt thy ſuggeſtions. Sandifie and 


would: baſffe thy deſſens to ſave me, let thy 
Grace enereome nd conquer wie; repreſent the 
tozs: of God {0 mein that Glory, that I mayin- 


Ebrijt *.' O' Jet. fy Soul "beſo dazled with' Its 
Beams, that Þ rnay deſire and breathe after mo- 


_ fo.much, as after q glorious enjoyment of 


God. * Break the chains of my ſins, command 
the fetters I have been bound in to flie aſunaer 3 
whatever good thoughts I have of God, increaſe 
them: inlarge my Soul, that I may truly delight 
' #n thinking of thee; let me feel the ſweetneſs 
of Holineſs, let me taſte thoſe Joys which thou 

2ſt thoſe that improve thy matians; 
tempt me by a foretaſte of Heavens Glory, to lay 
force upon it. Give me a glimpſe of yonder 
Paradiſe, that I may not faint in my Journey 5; 
give me arguments againſt my ſelf, that I may 
be deliver 'd from my ſelf. Fill all the channels 
of. Soul with thy gifts, while I ſojourn here on 


Bars b; let my heart be in Heaven - let not ſelf-. 


oye in me hinder me from loving thee. Take 
| my 
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YN Thou Bll ani" Eterndl Spivit, works 
"faft }o breath upon me 5,"blow-uporr- my 


Have "my Soul, that it may bring forth 


Wo eſs ro all. my attempts to make my. Cat- 
Le Cefn "ſure; when my ſiubboru beart- 


wily thraw down all Þ have at the feet of 
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wy heart away, and give me thy ſelf; be thos 
| ear, and all my delight ; xd om I am, 
be*® thou my Dire@ or , let thy Word be my 
Rule. and enable me to live according to that 
Rule. O Holy, Bleſſed, and Glorious Trinity, 
one God, thou immenſe Sea of Happineſs, make 
me to know what it is to be one with thee. 
thou everlaſting Goodneſs, O thou everlaſting 
" Wiſdom , O thou everlaſting sweetneſs, grant 1 
| wvay ſee thee; ſeeing, may love thee; loving, may 
'. admire thee; admiring, may imitate thee ;, and 
imitating thee, may enjoy thee ;, enjoying thee, 
may never be ſeparated from thee, but live in thy 
Light and Love, and Glory to all Eternity. 


